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.  AVlKC  ftated  toy  objections  fully  laft  year,    I 
fliould  hold  myfelf  inexcufable  were  I  now  to  tf  efpafs 
as  largely  on  the  indulgence  of.  the  committee ;  I  fhall 
therefore  be  as  ifrort  as  poflible  and  avoid  the  repeti- 
tion of  any  thing  I  have  already  urged.    I  am  glad 
that  the  advocates  of  the  meafure  have  laid  afide  all 
thofe  high  founding  general  expreffions  of  confolidating, 
identifying,  and  fo  forth,    which  they  formerly  ufed 
inftead  of  argument,  and  which  conveyed  no  mean- 
ing or  idea  to  the  understanding.    However,  inftead 
of  perfevering  in  thofe  empty  phrafes,  they  have  re- 
forted  to  a  new  mode,  painful  to  me,  as  an  Irifhman, 
to  hear,  they  degrade  the  character  of  their  native  coun- 
try, and  not  content  with  the  mod  humiliating  and  un- 
founded defcription  of  it  at  the  prefent  day,  they  go 
back  and  ranfack  HUtory,  with  a  wifli  to  Ihew  that  we 
are  a  favage  and  reftlefs  people,  devoted  to  eternal  feuds, 
with  unciviliied  manners  and  conftant  internal  broils 
and  jeakrafiee. 

B  What 


<  What  is  the  intent  of  this,  fir,  is  it  for  the  purpofe 
of  ingratiating  the  people  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
.  with  each  other  ?  is  it  for  the  purpofe  of  producing 
reciprocal  refpeft  and  attachment? — noj — it  is  to 
impofe  on  the  public  an  unfounded  impreffion  that 
our   fituation  is .  fo  bad,  our  people  fo  debafed,  and 

•  our  feuds  fo  rooted,  that  any  change,  even  though  at- 
tended with  the  lofs  of  our  liberties,  mult  be  defirable. 
Can  thofe  who  now  hear  me,  deny,  that  fince  the  pe- 
riod of  1 7 8-2,  this  country  has' rift n  in  civilization, 
wealth  and  manufactures,  until  interrupted  by  the  pre- 
fent  war,  in  a  greater  proportion  and  with  a  more  ra- 
pid progrefs  than  any  other  country  in  Europe,  and 
much  more  than  it  ever  did  itfelf  in  a  like  period  be- 
fore ?  and  what  has  this  improvement  been  owing  to, 
but  the  fpirit,  the  content  and  enterprize  which  a  free 
conftitution  infpired  ?  to  d£prefs  which  fpirit  and  to  take 
away  which  conftitution,  are  the  objefts  of  the  prefent 
meafure. 

Thefe  advocates  go  farther,  they  deny  that  our 
conftitution  is  free,  or  that  it  is  poffible  to  enjoy 
liberty  under  it.  I  admit  that  this  kingdom  is  depen- 
dant on  the  crown  of  Britain,  it  is  our  boaft  and  hap- 

•  piriefs  that  it  is  fo,  but  it  is  dependant  only  oa  the 
crown  and  not  on  the  kingdom.  The  great  feal  of  Eng- 
land is  neceflary  to  our  afts  of  legislature,  and  they 
fay  that  feal  is  ufed  through  a  Britifh  ininifter,  not 
amenable,  to  us,  and  therefore  that  we  are  dependant. 
'The  withholding  the  royal  aflent  is  the  only  aft  he 
can  do  contrary  to  our  wiflies,  and  I  bid  every  man 
recolleft  whether  it  has  been  ever  withheld  to  our  in- 
jury, fince  the  conftitution  of  178a,  its  happening  16 
therefore  almoft  theoretical,  and  as  no  legiflature  but 
our  Own,  can  make  a  law  to  bind  us,  we  have  only 
theoretic    dependence,     but    praftical    independence, 

v       whereas 


whereas  if  We  adopt  the  propofed  Union,  and  give  up 
our  parliament,  we  {hall  reverfe  our  fituation,  and  have  a 
theoretic  independence  with  a  practical  and  fure  depen- 
dence, we  ihall  be  brought  back  to  the  mHerabk  ftate 
in  wltfch<we  were,  when  governed,  by  the  laws  of  ano* 
ther  parliament,  fitting  in  another  land,  ruled  by  their 
will,  not  by  our  own;  our  purfe,  our  trade,  our 
properties,  our  very  liberties  at  their  dilpofal,  and  under 
their  controul. 
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Such  have  been  the  endeavours  to  vilify  our  Situati- 
on, 4o  make  us  believe  every  temporary  ill,  and  even 
the  horrors  of  the  late  rebellion  were  produced  vby  it, 
and  a  Legislative  Union  Was  prefcribed  as  the  only  ef- 
feftual  remedy.  When  we  obje&ed  to  it,  we  were  told 
triumphantly,  wait  till  you  fee  the  terms,  their  liber 
rality  will  aftonifh  you;  their  immenfe  benefits  will 
filence  the  ftrongeft  opponents.  And  is  the  cafe  fo  ? 
Far  from  it. 

By  the  noble  lord's  clear  and  explicit  detail 
-the  whole  plan  is  now  before  us,  and  the  manner  in 
which  the  houfe  exprefled  its  furprize  on  hearing  the 
terms,  a  furprife  not  at  their  liberality  or  wifdom,  but 
at  their  emptinefs  and  injurious  teudency,  gave  the 
noble  lord  no  flattering  hope  of  their  having  made  any 
favorable  impreffion.  On  the  contrary,  I  Will  fhew 
that  they  offer  no  benefits,  but  are  replete  with  in- 
jury, that  every  article  they  contain/  if  defirable, 
can  be  as  well,  if  not  better,  eftablifhed  by  feparate 
parliaments ;  that  they  all  contain  in  them  the  feeds  , 
of  coaftant  jealoufy,  and  avow  feparate  diftinft  interefts, 
the  continuance  of  which  they  enfure,  and  that  by  thofe 
N  -'  jealoulies 
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jealoufietf,  and  aroufing  thofc  difiiiift  tnterefts,  they 
mud  promote  Separation,  not  Union* 

It  is  curious  to  obferve  the  noble  lord's  arguments 
*  laft  year  and  now :  our  growing  wealth  was  then  held 
out  by  him  as  tending  to  render  us  too  difficult  to  be 
governed  by  our  prefent  conftitution ;  that  with  its 
growth  our  wealth,  our  confequcnce,  our  power,  and 
our  pride  would  encreafe,  and  there  was  the  greater 
hurry  for  taking  away  our  parliament,  as  that  growth 
^v/as  advancing  with  rapid  ftrides  ;  now  our  poverty  is 
'made  the  pretence, — we  muft  take  the  Union  to  lave 
us  from  bankruptcy;  we  have  not  the  means  to  go 
pn  for  three  years ;  we  have  overpaid  our  due  pro- 
portion of  the  war  expence  by  a  million  a  year,  and 
of  the  peace  expence  by  half  a  million.  We  have 
almoft  ruined  the  kingdom  by  this  profufion,  and 
Britain  in  propoflng  the  meafure,  means  to  give  us 
that  million  and  half  raillioji,  and  hereafter  to  tax 
herfelf  to  pay  it. 

Can  any  rational  man  believe  fuch  a  ftory,  or  by 
which  of  thefe  contradictory  arguments  will  the  noble 
lord  abide  ?  I  have  too  good  an  opinion  of  his  head  and 
heart  to  believe  he  could  ferioufly  intend  to  impofe  or 
cxpeft  that  we  could  believe  him— believe,  that  our  loy- 
alty in  {training  every  nerve  to  fupport  the  empire  in  its 
diftrefles,  is  to  be  made  an  excufe  for  annihilating  & 
parliament  that  was  fo  zealous. 

I  own  we  have  granted  largely,  perhaps  we  have 
not  meafured  our  grants  by  our  means  fo  much  as  by 
our  zeal  to  uphold  Great  Britain  \  but  are  we  for  this 

to 


to  be  punifhed,  and  our  parliament  tranfported  like  a 
felon  for  its   extravagant  efforts  to  maintain  Britiiht 
connexion    by    maintaining  the  caufe  of  Britain? — 
Did  the  noble  lord  fit  by  during  the  two  laft  feffions, 
the  moft  expenfive  we  ever  faw,  during  whicK  he  has 
direfted  the  public  affairs  of  Ireland,  and  not  only  fee 
but  urge  us  to  give  the  fupplies  we  have  dour,  mean- 
ing at  a  future  day  to  make  that  liberality  of  ours,  and 
thofe  cordial  effufions  of  our  loyalty,  fo  many  arguments 
for  taking  away  our  parliament  and  annihilating  our 
conftitution?    Did  he  receive  our  fupplies  for  four 
quarters  pay  of  the  Britifh  militia,  which  was  more 
our  voluntary  offer  than  his   aflcing  ?     Did  he  take 
advantage  of  our  chearfulnefs  in  that  grant,  to  defire  a 
further  one,  and  offer  a  new  eftimate  for  a  fifth  quar- 
ter in  the  preceding  year,  and  mean  to  treat  us  all  the 
while,  in  the  language  ufed  by  a  great  man  formerly 
in  this   houfe,  like  the  innocent  and  induftrious  Bee, 
where    we    made   an  offer  of  our  honey,    predeter* 
mining  to  fmother  us  ?     No  one  could  urge  fo  ftrong 
a  charge  againft  his  conduft  as  he  makes  himfelf,  in 
this  aflertion;  where  was  his  minifterial  vigilance,  where 
his  duty,  when  he  faw  us  running  to  ruin  and  urged  us  N 
to  proceed  ?    No,  fir,  this  argument  of  his  feems  to 
be  a  part  of  the  general  plan  to  vilify  the  parliament  in 
the  eyes  of  the  people,  to  tell  the   people  that  this 
houfe  has  granted  their  money  too  faft,  that  they  muft 
difcard  us  and  lodge  their  purfe  in  the  hands  of  the 
Britifh  parliament,  who  will  be  more  natural  and  more 
faithful  guardians  of  it. 

Is  there  any  child  fo  weak  as  to  believe  he  is  in  ear-- 
neft,  or  that  he  means  to  load  England  to fave  Ireland? 
And  how  is  this  million  to  be  given  us  ?    In  money. 

Are 


Areour  paft  advances  to  be  repaid  us  ?  ,No.  Or  are 
faxes  to  the  amount  to  be  taken  off?  No.  He  ghrca 
us  calculation,  nothing  bur  calculation.  Suppofe  how- 
ever the  incredible  fa&,  that  we  have  been,  fooliflily 
liberal,  what  has  a  Union  to  fay  to  it?  Is  it  impoffible 
for  the  Irifli  parliament  to  check  ks  grants,  and  mull 
we  refort  to  Weftminfter  to  examine  our  refources-  and 
liny t  pur  fupplies  ? 

Away  with  all  this  fdly  impofition,  and  if  its,  own 
cmptinefs  don't  expofe  it  fufficiently,  I  will  go  into  his 
detail,  and  fhew  you  that  the  Union,  inftead  of  faving 
us  expence,   would  encreafe  it. 


The  noble  lord  ftates  the  relative  ability  of  the  two 
countries  to  bear  taxation  to  be  as  7  J  to  1 1  and  ftates 
the  peace  expences  to  be  as  5^  to  1  ;  and  the  war  ex- 
pences  as  9  to  1,  and  taking  the  proportion  of  the 
years  of  war  to  the  years  of  peace  during  the  prefent 
century,-  he  ftrikes  the  medium  of  74.  to  i%  which  hq 
eftablifhes  as  the  proportion  of  contribution,  and  Ire- 
land is  con&quently  to  pay  ~T  and  England  -fy  of  the 
whole  annual  aggregate  expence  of  both  kingdoms* 

He  ftates  the  expences  of  Britain  to  have  been  in 
the  year,  (I  fuppofe  the  laft  year,)  32,700.000!.  and 
I  take  his  ftatement  as  true — but  I  cannot  find  any 
paper  which  juftifies  his  account  of  Ireland's  expences, 
I  will  therefore  take  them  for  the  laft  year,  which 
has  been  afcertained  by  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  accounts;  a  year  in  which  they  were  unufually  great, 
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•owing  to  the  cxtcnfive  rebellion  and  the  invafkm  which 
took  place,  and  they  appear  by  the  return  of  the  iflues 
from  the  treafury  for  all  fervice,  dvil,  military  and  ex* 
traofdinary  to  have  been  4,709,254!.  or  in  Britifh 
money,  -  -  -  -    4,347,000 

Making  together  -  -  37*047,000 

£r  whereof  being  4*358,470  would  have  been 
our  proportion  had  his  Union  been  in  force,  which 
exceeds  by  a  trifle  the  fum  we  did  aftually  pay. 

But  he  goes  further,  for  in  his  calculation  he  dates 
that  our  war  proportion  would  be,  Britifh,  4,492,000  * 
which  exceeds  the  fum  paid  by  us  of  -  4,347,000 
and  confequently  by  his  own  ftatement  of  /his  benefi- 
cial arrangement  which  is  to  fave  us  a  million,  we 
fhould  pay  more  than  we  actually  did  pay  to  the 
amount  of  *  •         -  145,000 

or  in  Irifh  money  -  .       -  157,000 

But  we  have  a  better  criterion  than  fpeculative  cal- 
culation to  fhew  what  would  have  been  our  aftual  fitu- 
ation  on  the  25  th  March  laft,  had  this  Union  proporr 
tion  taken  place  at  the  beginning  of  the  war. 

Great  Britain  in  fix  years  to  5th  January,  1799, 
increafed  her  debt  in  the  fum  of  -  1 86,000,000 

Ireland  in  fix  years  to  25th  of  March, 
*     i799>  encreafed  hers  15,092,000,  or 

in  Britifh  money,  nearly  -  •  14,000,000 

Making  together         -  200,000,000 

£T  whereof  or  Ireland's  proportion  would 
have  been- from  23/530,000,  or  in  Irifh 
money,  nearly  -  -  -  25,500,000 

But  Ireland  increafed  her  debts  only      -  15,092,000 

And  the  excefs  -  -  10,408,000 

would 
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Would  have  been  an  additional  debt,  incurred  by 
Ireland,  had  this  blefled  Union  taken  place  in  1793 — 
an  additional  debt,  which  if  averaged  on  the  fix  years, 
makes  an  increafed  charge  in  each  of  1,734,666!-  and 
this  is  one  of  the  ways  in  which  the  noble  lord  would 
give  us  a  million  a  year. 

Again,  Great  Britain  has  impoied,  during  thoie  fix 
years,  new,  permanent  taxes  to  the  ilett  amount  of 
feven  and  a  half  millions  a  year,  TaT  Whereof  muft 
have  been  raifed  by  Ireland,  amounting  annually  to 
882,3521.  Britifli,  or  955,8811.  Irifh,  and  this  is 
another  way  the  noble  lord  in  the  generofity  of  his 
projefted  Union  would  give  us  a  million  a  year* 

•   -.   > 

Further,  Great  Britain  has  railed  by  temporary 
taxes,  on  imports  and  exports,  and  on  income  (or  by 
mortgaging  them)  to  the  amount,  of  eleven  and  a  half 
millions  a  year,  4~r  whereof,  or  1,352,940  Britifli, 
making  1,465,685  Irifh,  would  have  been  Ireland's, 
annual  proportion. 

Thus  had  we  been  fortunate  enough  to  have  been 
united  under  the  noble  lord's  plan,  in  17939  we 
fliould  in  the  firft  place,  have  been  in  debt, 

in  March  lafi  -  -        -  10,408,000 

more  than  we  were*   being  an  increafeby 

the  year  of  -  -  '  -  i>734,666 


andly 
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,-  afrdly,  we  fhould  hate  had  permanent 
taxes  pnpbfed  to  the  annual  nett  pro 
duce  of  -  -  -  -    955,881 

And  3rdly,  we  Ihotjd  have  been  forced 
laft  year  to  have  iiiipoled  further  taxes, 
to  the  nett  annual  amount  of  -    '        -  1,465,685 

Making  together  -  -  4,156,239 

■ 

•>  Whereas  if  we  take  the  calculations  the  noble  lord 
relies  on  for  (hewing  the  revenues  of  the  year,  which  I 
do  in  compliment  to  him  for  the  prefent  purpofe  of  com- 
parifon,  only  the  revenue  of  Ireland  in  1799,  exceeded 
that  in  1793  by  706,0001.  which  being  dedu&ed  from 
the  foregoing,  leaves  3,356,2391.  annual  encreafe.  He 
wouid  leflen  our  annual  expence  one  million  a  year, 
by  increaiing  it  near  three  millions  and  a  half,  and  this 
is  the  way  Jiis  proje&Hs  to  relieve  us  and  this  is  the  ge- 
nerous and  kind  arrangement  to  fave  us-  expence. 

Obfervetoo,  that  the  noble  lord,  to  elucidate  how 
{tear  we  are  to  bankruptcy,  tells  us  we  are  running 
in  debt  fafter  than  England ;  I  have  fliewn  you  the 
amount  of  each  kingdom's  increafe  of  debt  dur- 
ing the  war,  Ireland  14,000,0001.  BritHh,  England 
1 86,ooo,oool.  we,  run  only  at  the  rate  of  one  million 
for  twelve  and  a  half  of  hers,  but  he  tells  us  we 
fliould  have  gone  flower,  if  we  had  quickened  our 
pace,  fo  as  to  go  one  for  every  feven  and  a  half. 

And  now  I  may  difinifs  his  war  calculations,  and  I 
trull  I  have  made  it  clear  to  mathematical  demonftra- 
tion,  that  if  this  nation  had  been  blefTed  with  this 
Union  and  its  liberal  oeconomifing  proportion  for  Ire- 
land, by  his  pretended  free  gift  of  one  million  a  year, 

^  C  wp 


we  fhould hatfe  been  near  i i>,6dbfi66l.lmi>re  \a alebt 
than  we  are,  and  we  mould  how' be  forced  to  hrife 
above  two  million  and  a  half  a  year  taxes,  more  than 
we  do  at  prefent,  and  we  fhould  have  received  no  part 
of  his  boafted  free  gifts. 

Let  us  now  go  to  his. peace  eftabfifnment,  which  lie 
ftates  at  1,5.00,0001.  when  the  prefent  war  (hall  cede, 
but  for  which  he  produces  no  reafonable  grounds ;  on 
the  contrary,  he  allows  the  laft  peace  eftabliihment  to 

liavebeep  only  s,oi2,oool.  and  there  is  no  reafon  to 
fuppofe  all  (Economy  mult  ceafe,  and  that  every  war  is 
to  make  the  peace  eftabliftunent  half  as  large  again,  as  it 

;Was  before. 

Let  me  remind  you  that  in  1785,  you  determined  by 
a  refolution  I  had  the  honour  to  propofe,  as  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  that  the  revenue  fhould  be  niade 
equal  to  the  expencea*  You  accordingly  granted  near 
150*0001.  a  year  new  taxes,  the  debt  then  includ- 
ing 2oo,oool.  voted,  was  2,381,5011.  and  in  1793 
jat  the  end  of  the  peace  it  was  only  2,344,3141.— this 
fhews  you  at  once  that  the  peace  eftablifhment  was  fuf- 
ficient,  and  it  is  a  confpicuous  proof  of  the  efficacy  and 
wifdom  of  the  parliament  which  ybu'arp  called  on  to 
tranfport  as  a  culprit,  that  it  was  capable  of  adhering 
during  the  whole  peace  to  a  ftestdy  fyfWm  of  ceconcpny, 
which  advanced  the  trade  and  Wealth  of  the  kirigdbm— 
and  yet  the  noble  lord  tells  you,  that  the  kingdom  cannot 
go  on  under  its  dire&ion,  nor  any  fufficient  fyftein  of 
governing  the  nation  be  eftabiifhed  while  ir  Cbiithiues, 
becaufe  a  rebellion  broke  out  which  it  has  cf  tifheaV  and 
an  invafipn  took  place  which  has  b£en  repelled,  and  he 
tells  you'  the  Catholics  are  at  variance  with  the  Pro- 
tectant, 


II 
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teftajat,  becaufe  tJyv  are  joining  with  them  to  oppofe 
bis  Union. 

"BfA  takes  the  produce  of  all  the  taxes  laft  year  tp 
2$ tfc  March,  *7?9>  at  i,86o,oool,  becaufe  fuch  was 
theanapunt  received  at  tfre  treafury,  but  by  fpme  fatali- 
ty  he  forgets  that  the  treafury  permitted  the  revenue 
cpllefjtpr's  balances  to  encreafe,  fo  as  to  bp  257,822!. 
jnork  at  the  end  of  the  year,  than  at  the  beginning 
of  it.  Thip  incr^afe  mud  have  been  part  of  the  income 
off  the  year*  and  might  have  been,  received  if  called 
for,  it  fhouM  therefore  be  added  to  the  treafury  re- 
ceipts, and  the.  whole  year's  nett  revenue  would  Ije 
3,118,000!.  He  eftimates  the  permanent  encreafe  of 
th&  revenue  in  1800,  at  450,000!.  and  he,  totally  omits 
tfe$  lotteries  which  may  be  reckoned,  at  about  70,000!,. 
pjpfit,  Wjking  altogether  an  income  of  ^,6j8,ooolf 
The,  charges  of  the  debt  I  ftate  with  him  at  1,400,000]. 

wjiich  leaves  -  •*  1,238,0061. 

-    r     * 

1  . 

fee  p«ac^  elfel?Klhmcnt,  and.  {houlxl  this  not  prove  fuf- 
tienjt,  nptujcji.more  may  be  obtained,  by  a  better  colle&ion, 
4fto4w£:  fhpul^f^niember  that  this  eftimate  of  the  reve- 
nues is  taken  from  a  year  of  rebellion  and  ipvafion. 

,  Where  tfeen  is.  the  mighty  phantom  of  encreafed  tax- 
ation, w^h  which,  he  would  frighten  us  into  hi?  projeft, 
pr  where  is  tfye  national  bankruptcy  with  which  he  fo" 
kindly  threaten,?  u$.?  One  inference  naturally  occurs  from 
$us  ftatement  pf  the  future  peace  expences  by  the  noble 
$□#$,  t&at  the  whoje  train  of  the  kingdom's  expences  is 
{o  regiain,  the  Iprd  lieutenant,  the  ftate,  the  whole  civil 
$ft,  the  o$ces,  the  exchequer,  in  flxort  every  thing 
tat  X<W  P^ip«n(,  %n4  \  cannot  $90  often  or   too 

C  2  ftrongly 
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ftrongly  prefs  upon  you  this  truth,  that  the  real  quet 
tion  of  the  Union,  is,  parliament  or  no  parliament  !—* 
it  isour  parliament  they  want  to  remove,  and  nothing  elfe. 

I  have  throughout  followed  his  mode  of  calculation,, 
in  order  to  render  the  comparifon  of  my  ftatement  with 
his,  the  more  eafy,  and  I  have  for  that  reafon  admitted 
his  return  of  the  debt  at  the  total  capital  created,  I 
tnean  at  17  millions,  which  thetreafury  ftates,  inftead 
of  13  millions,  which  the  accountant  general  ftates, 
and  which  the  committee  of  fupply  has  voted  as  the 
whole  due  at  Lady  day,  1799 — and  I  have  carried  that 
principle  with  him,  throughout  all  the  calculations,  be-< 
C>ufe  he  preferred  it,  and  they  are  made  in  Britifh  money. 

I  have  alfo  admitted  his  ratio,  of  one  to  feven  and  a 
half,  for  the  contribution,  though  he  allows  the  real 
ratio  is  in  war  as  one  tb  nine.r— War  expences  are  much 
larger  than  thofe  of  peace,  at  his  own  calculations 
nearly  as  five  one-half  to  one,  but  really  four  three* 
fourths  to  one  ;  where  then  is  the  fairnefs  pf  pur  pay- 
ing two-fifteenth  inftead  of  two-twentieths,  when  the 
expences  are  4,700,0601.  a  year,  and  making  a  faving 
in  return  where  they  were  only  i,ooo,oool.  and  are  to 
be  at  the  utmoft  only  1,500,0001.  particularly  as  there 
are  but  two  years  of  faving  or  peace,  calculated  for 
one  of  lofs  or  war. 

Again  he  fays,  he  eftimates  the  proportion  on  the 
joint  grounds  of  commerce  and  confumption,  but  omits 
^11  internal  commerce  which  is  much  greater  than 
the  external^  and  even  in  the  external  he  omits  to  cal- 
culate the  tonnage  of  the  flapping  belonging  to  each 
kingdom,  and  refts  iblely  on  the  value  of  the  imports 
and  exports,  without  regard  to  which  country  receives 
the*  profits  of  the  carriage,  though  they  conftitute  a 
material  part  of  the  value;  and  in  confumption  he  omits 
tl*e  ajticle  of  (alt,  which  is  one  of  very  general  ufe;  the 

grofs 
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grofe  duties  on  it  in  the  laft  year  were  8oo,oool.  in  Bri- 
tain, and  90,000  in  Ireland,  or  nearly  one  to  nine.  The 
ftamp  duties  arifing  from  exchange  of  property,  li- 
tigation and  infurance,  fh£w  in  foihe  fort  the  fefpec- 
tive  abilities  •,  their  grbfs  amount  in  Great  Britain  laft 
year  was  2,ooo,oool.  exclulive  of  poft  horfes,  hair 
powder  licenfe,  &c.  not  adopted  here,  or  not  afFe&ing 
property  in  its  tranfit,  and  in  Ireland  only  137,0001. 
or  as  one  to  fifteen,  yet  thefe  he  has  omitted.  The  poft 
office  alfo,  was  adopted  by  many  of  his  friends  in 
England  as  a  criterion  for  the  growing  wealth  of  Scot- 
land, and  I  wonder  at  its  efcaping  his  attention.  It 
produced  laft  year    in    Britain  874,0001.   in    Ireland 

8o,oool.  about  one  to  ten. 

* 

What  effeft  any  of  thefe  might  have,  if  added  in  or- 
der to  form  a  mean  proportion,  I  wont  fay,  but  I  am 
fure  no  means  fhould  be  omitted,  which  can  be  relied 
on  to  afcertain  fo  material  a  point  of  negotiation,  as  the 
contribution. 

I  have  now  done  wkh  the  dry  fubjedt  of  calculation, 
and  I  will  afk,  were  all  the  mighty  benefits  of  revenue 
true,  how  are  they  to  be  conferred  ?  The  Union  won't 
change  the  total  mafs  of  expence  of  both  nations  in 
the  war  ;  no  fhip  will  be  laid  by,  no  regiment  difband- 
ed  on  account  of  it,  all  the  force  muft  remain  while 
the  war  continues— if  then  Ireland  is  to  pay  lefs,  Bri- 
tain muft  pay  more;   if  fhe' is  to  fave  Ireland  from 
threatened  bankruptcy,  fhe  is  thereby  to  draw  herfelf 
clofer  to  it.   Where  then  is  our  benefit  ?   We  muft  fnp- 
port  her,  for  if  fhe  falls,  Ireland  falls  with  her ;  con- 
fequently  this  fuppofed  transfer  will  not  ferVe  us,  if  it 
weakens  her.     But  it  is  all  a  delufion  ;  can  any  man  in 
his  fenfes  think  that  the  minifter  can  call  on  Great  Bri- 
tain 
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taiii  really  to  raife  a  million  a  year,  to  give  it  to  Ireland 
who  has  not  complained  and  is  willing  herfelf  to  ftiew 
her  own  zeal  ?  Who  deprecates  the  kindnefs  and  wants 
to  refufe  his  offers  ?  Betides,  were  it  actually  and  bona, 
fide  to  lie  given  to  Ireland,  this  proportion  is7  to  laft 
only  twenty  years,  or  thereabout,  perhaps  not  near  fo 
long,  and  twenty  years  is  a  fliort  period  in  the  life  of 
a  nation.  Well  might  a  fagacious  minifter  with  long 
forecaft,  give  a  little  boon  during  twenty  years,  ia 
order  to  get  an  entire  comnianci  of  the  purfe  of  a 
great  nation  ever  after,  and  the  time  when  it  is  finally 
to  ceafe  is  chofen  with  the  moil  unfavourable  prolpcft 
to  any  little  remains  of  our  profperity  which  may  then 
exift.  This  proportion  fo  fayourably  made  for  us  irf 
the  rioble  lord's  opinion,  is  to  be  at  an  end,  and  wef 
are  to  undergo  equal  taxation ;  inftead  of  paying  only 
one  part  for  every  leven  and  a  half  of  hers*  when 
the  exifting  debt  of  Britain  fhall  be  cleared. 

He  acknowledges  that  the  proportion  is  exclufive 
of  every  confideration  of  refpeftive  debts%  which 
pref[s  heavier  on  Britain  than  Ireland,  and  he,  ad-* 
mits  that  this  proportion  in   favour  of  Ireland  is  n<gs* 

• 

ceflary,  even  while  Britain  is  incumbered  with  th$ 
weight  of  taxes,  tc*  pay  the  charges  of  her  gteat  debt. 
Where  then  is  the  juftice  or  policy  that  at  the  momejaf 
theie  charges  ceafe,  and  all  her  necefiaries  of  life  an<J 
manufactures  are  freed  fron>  the  weighty  incumbrance 
and  new  vigour  thereby  given  to  her  efforts  as.  a  com- 
mercial nation,  we  are  to  lpfe  the  benefit  which  w$ 
ftiould  then  have  moft  need  of  to  keep  us  up  ?  These  is 
neither  juftice,  wifaom  nor  liberty  in.  fuch  an,  ar«% 
rangement. 


Ti* 
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•'^HfcFMrf  laijdft  is ( that of  commerce,  and- he  fay* 
that  the  regulations*  he  propofes  are  formed  on  the 
commercial  propbfitions  which  this  houfe  agreed  to 
&  17^5,  and  even  In  fomcinftances  exceed  them. 

'Sir,  I  inay  fay  I  framed  thofe  propofitioiis,  and  I 
Ihould  have  been  aftiamed  to  have  propofed  them  if 
they  had  contained  fo  little  benefit,  and  fo  niucli  injury 
towards  this'  country  as  thofe  he  now'  offers  to  you. 
They  reduced' the  duties  on  the  importation  of  the  ar- 
ticles of  grofi  produce  or  manufa&ure  from  one  king- 
floni  into  the  other,  wh£re  they  were  higher  in  one,  to 
the  amount  payable  in  the  other.  As  our  duties  were 
almoft  univerfally  lower,  every  protection  given  by  duty 
to  our '  manufactures*  would  therefore  have  remained)  and 
therefult  wbuld  have  been,  that  our  duties  would 
have'been  the  ftandard  5  in  ftiort,  as  the  higher  Brjtifh 
duties  were  Inoperative,'  the' bbjeft  was  to  leave  the 
intercourfe  in  general  in  a  fort  of  ftatu  quo,  fo  far  as 
duties'lffe&editi  butAfrhat  do  thefe  terms  declare?  that 
every  Ldutyeiciftihg  in  Ireland  on  Britijh  manufatlure  is 
fttheir'to  he  reduced  immediately  to  ten  per  cent,  or  totally  to 
ceafe.  Let  us  eXtfniine  th6  articles  that  will  be  affefted 
byjlthis  reduction; 


I  take  thofe  in  his  lordfliips  fchedule,  No.  2*  jfpparel 
WUHSe  Educed  from  fa/.  14/.  id.  Brififh,  to  ten  per 
&nt.T£nd  it6rliftiport  kas  incr£4fed  rapidly  under  the 
largerduties.*  Copper  wrought  will  receive  alike  re* 
fNated/ltslmpofttonolf  large,  but  as  it  is  in  general  ufe, 

we 

*  The  average  annual  imports  for  the  four  yean  ending  in 
I795  was  2104A  and  for  the  four  years  in  1799,  53  ?8/.  and 
in  the  very  loft  yeari*jgg9  it  was  6383/.  encreqfing  on  the 
average  of  the  Iqfi  four  years  in  nearly  half  of  its  former  total 
amount. 
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we  know  not  how  far  the  removing  the  prefent  protecti- 
on  of  2L  14s.  id.  Britiih,  may  encreafeit. 

r 

Glafs  will  be  importable  likewife  at  a  like  reduction, 
and  its  manufacture,  though  thriving  is  not  fo  efta- 
blifhed  as  that  we  can  pronounce,  it  can  fafely  bear 
the  reduction. 

Haberda/hery,  bats,  hardware,  millinery,  paper Jtained, 

pottery,  fadlery,   and  manufoBured  leather,   are  all  to  be 

importable  on  a  reduction  of  duty,  no  where  lefs  than 

2I.  14s.  id.  per   cent.  Britiih,   and  in  fome  inftances 

more,  and  the  import  of  fadlery  has  encreafed  rapidly. 

There  will  be  a  reduction  too  in  the  protection  of 
the  Jilk  manufaEture,  it  is  a  declining  one,  and  it  is  a 
wretched  impolicy  to  forward  its  decline  by  leflening 
any  affiftance  it  receives  from  the  prefent  duties. 

m 

The  article  oijleel  muft  have  crept  in  by  miftaHe, 
for  if  we  believe  Mr.  Wetherall's  paper,  now  on  the 

table,  it  is  clafTed  among  the  articles,   not  at  prefent 

> 

fubjed  to  a  duty  of  iol.  per  cent,  fo  that  it  is  in 
the  lingular  predicament,  though  a  material  of  ma- 
nufa&ure,  of  having  the  duty  on  its  import  raifed. 

»  •        •  •       •  •  .         •  , 

But  of  all  the  articles  the  one  that  affe&s  us  mod  it 
cotton.  By  the  petition  prefented  a  few  hours  ago,  it 
appears  that  the  prefent  duties  on  plain  callicoes  may- 
be eftimated  at  between  40  and  50  per  cent,  of  the 
value  $  on  plain  muffins  about  35  per  cent,  and  on 
coloured,  or  worked,  or  figured,  very  little  left.  We 
have,  I  believe,  about  13  cotton  mills  erected,  at  great 
expence,  capable  of  working  5oo,ooolb.  of  cotton. 

Wo 
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We  have  ma&y  faftprfcs  built,  *nd  wish  capital  ve#e4 
3JL  on  the  faith  &£  thefe  duties,  giving  a.  very  ex- 
tended.  ejaploymfjnt  to  the  iftduftnpu*  j>por?  ^4^4 
spe  to  b$  jruined  by  this  fatal  prQjeft, 

lis  true,  the  noble  lord  has  juft  now  ftated  that  hfi 
means  to  alter  the  propofition  fa  as  to  reduce  this  va* 
luable  and  eflential  protection  of  our  cotton  manufac* 
tures  by  degrees.     He  will  not  deftroy  them  all  at  once* 
but  allow  theip  gradually  to  dip.    Instead  of  a  fudden 
he  will  indulge  them  with  a  lingering  death,  and  he  i$ 
inclined  to  this,  he  fays,  from  a  converfation  with  on$ 
Of  two  maQufafturers  lafl  week.    I  cannpt  help  re-- 
Harking  feere  the  ample  proof,  which  this,  change  pf 
his  opinion  gives  us,  of  what  mult  be  our  $tuation  un- 
der   a  parliament  in'  Weftminfter.     The  noble  lord, 
with  the  moft  able  ^Eftants  from  hence,  the  he*4  of 
the  l^w,  pf  the  exchequer  and  of  the  revenue,  framecl 
tfcef$  prqpofitions  in  England,  and  I  will  do  them  the 
JBjtUce  to  believe,  with  the  moft  ferious  intention  not; 
to  let  this  one  be  injurious  to  Ireland,  yet  the  moment 
the  talks  to  a  manufacturer  here,  he  fees  and  admits- 
it$  error.     N^eed  we  haye  ftronger  evidence  to  fupport 
tjxe  aflertion  I  have  often  made,   that  no  parliament 
9Ut  of  Ireland^  however  well  intentioned,  can  have 
local  knowledge,  or  obtain  information  fufficiently  ta 
underftand  our  interefts  ?  that  an  Irify  parliament  is. 
alone  fqual  to  it,  and  that  in  removing  it  yc  remove 
oqr  natural  and  only  capable  guardians,  and  with  then* 
9^  trade,  our  manufactures  and  bur  prosperity? 

But  to  return,  is  it  not  clear,  that  whether  this  ma- 
nufacture is  to  be  doomed  to  a  fudden  or  to  a  lingering 
death,  every  man  muft  look  to  draw  his  capital  out  of 

D  it 
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k  as  fpecdily  as  he  can,  and  If  not  before  the  gradual 
reduftion  to  10  per  cent,  certainly  before  the  total  ex- 
tinction of  that  10  per  cent,  which  is  to  take  place  in 
20  years  ?  and  it  is  as  evident  that  no  capital  will  come 
from  England  to  a  manufacture  fo  circumstanced,  and 
that  if  it  requires  fo  high  a  per  centage  to  protect  it 
kgainft  Ehgllfli  import,  it  can  never  find  a  market 
firom  hence  in  England. 

The  laft  article  in  the  noble  lord's  fchedule  is  Jfock* 
tngs.  Will  gentlemen  believe  that  fdk  ftockings  now 
pay  on  import  4s*  8d.  a  pair,  and  by  this  reduftion  to  10 
jper  cent,  on  the  value  they  would  probably  pay  only 
from  is.  to  is.  6d.  Need  I  alk  what  will  become  of 
our  hofiers  ? 

I  ihould  tire  the  houfe  with  mentioning  all  the  manu- 
factures which  will  be  affected;  they  will  be  feen  in 
the  paper  No.  9,  figned  by  Mr.  Wetherall,  wherever 
12I.  14s.  id.  is  mentioned  as  the  duty— they  are  up- 
wards of  70  in  number,  (fee  Appendix)  and  the  noble1 
lord  avQws  that  the  lofs  of  revenue  by  taking  off 
duties  and  lowering  duties  to  iol.  per  cent,  will  be 
32,oool.  a  year.  Protecting  dnties  then  to  theamount  of 
,32,0001.  a  year  are  to  be  withdrawn.  Is  there  a  man  can 
hear  this  without  furprife  at  the  attempt,  and  forrow  for 
the  individuals  whofe  property  will  be  affefted  ?  Their 
melancholy  apprehenfions  muft  be  truly  pitiable — they 
may  well  upbraid  us  for  all  our  patriotic  endeavours  to' 
induce  them  to  fpend  their  capitals  in  the  bufmefs,  and 
for  our  now  abandoning  them  to  ruin. 

When  I  talk  of  the  commercial  propofitions  of  1785  I 
allude  to  thole  which  are  in  your  journals,  and  which  re- 
ceived the  unanimous  approbation  of  this  houfe,  thofc 

from 
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from  Britain  never  were  propofed  for  aflent  or  diflent  in 
this  honfe.  I  dont  allude  to  them  not  to  the  bill  which 
followed,  and  which  never  was  read  a  fecond  time. 
Every  man  concerned  knows  how  long  I  contended  to 
uphold  oar  own  Irifli  proportions,  in  which  I  main- 
tained the  fiatu  qm  in  refpeCt  to  the  duties,  and  of 
courfe  preferred  all  the  exifting  protections,  and  par- 
ticularly thofe  by  which  the  cotton  has  fince  flourished  ? 

Beiides,  the  cafe  is  very  different  now.  The  Irifli 
parliament  was  then  to  continue,  and  could  prevent 
any  evil  which  might  follow ;  both  parliaments,  both 
the  contracting  parties  were  to  continue,  but  this 
change  is  to  be  made  a  fundamental  part  of  a  perpetu- 
al fyftem  without  our  parliament  to  watch  over  us  and 
without  a  power  of  the  united  parliament  to  alter ; 
for  the  advocates  of  the  meafure  contend,  they  can- 
not alter  any  article* 

But  this  is  not  the  only  variation  in  the  propofed  fyf- 
tem, from  thofe  propositions  which  I  ihall  be  ever  proud 
pf  the  fliare  I  had  in  forming.  They  provided  for  an 
effectual  preference  in  each  kingdom  againft  fimilar  arti- 
cles from  foreign  ftates,  thereby  ftrengthening  the  fe- 
curity  for  the  Irifli  linens  againft  the  foreign  in  the  Bri- 
fifh  market — thefe  are  wholly  filent  on  that  head* 

They  left  to  both  parliaments  the  power  of  duties 
on  impprts  of  foreign  articles,  or  foreign  materials  of 
manufacture  for  home  ufe  j  thefe  take  away  that  power 
from  Ireland  by  taking  away  its  parliament, 

» 

I  look  to  iron  particularly  in  tins  view—our  infant 
manufacture  requires  us  to  continue  its  low  duty  on 

import 
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iiipfcft  of  tiS.  6A.  the  ton.  Thfe  Stat?  oil  Import  mtoT 
Britain  is  above  3I.  and  it  is  not  irfipblfible  but  that  from  ■ 
Want  of  local  information,  the  plaufible  argument  might 
jJrevail  in  the  united  parliament,  that  in  one  and  the  fame . 
Empire  the  duties  on  the  import  of  *  material  ftiould  be. 
the  fame  throughout,  and  thereby  ours  might  be  tfaifed 
to  theirs.  0  -  • 

Raw  Jllk  is  iituated  in  the  fame  way,  our  import 
duty  being  lefs  than  theirs. 

As  to  the  corn  trade  it  is  exempted  from  all  fpecifre 
fliafcge,  and  left  wholly  to  the  control  of  the  tmitedpar-* 
liament.  Whatever  fecurity  wc  may  juflly  look  to  in  the 
integrity  of  that  parliament,  we  have  none  in  its  power 
bi  local  information!  The  bounties  to  Britain  which 
efcift,  and  the  conditional  prohibitidns  on  import  front 
thence,  have  raifed  agriculture  in  this  kingdom.  This 
diftinft  intereft  may  happen  to  be  mifunderftood,  or  a 
%ifh  ri^ay  prevail  to  try  the  e*tinguifliment  df  the 
tegulations,  and  financial  views  for  laving  revenue  may 
furthfer  that  wilh. 

One  article  of  the  propofltions  I  caniiot  underftand 
fh"£*  motives  for,  hops,  fah  and  roots  are  ever  to  con* 
tinue  fubjeft  to  the  prefect  duties  t>n  itnport  iiito  Ire* 
land. 

The  greater  part  of  the  duty  oh  hops  af ofe  from 
a  meafure  which  I  laboured  much  to  accdtttplifh, 
the  getting  Britain  to  draw  back  her  excife  duty  oh 
export,  and  to  let  us  as  the  cohfumers  hiipdfe  it  oh  im* 
port.  Suppofe  <Jreat  Britain  at  a  future  day  to  lay 
down  Her  excife  duty,  we  cannot  under  this  article, 
lower  our  importduty,  which'  was  the  equivalent,  arid 

of 
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of  courfe  the  Brittih  beer,  which  is  td  come  in  tf&ty 
free,  may  have  a  decided  preference  orer  our  owp.    ' 

As  to  Salty  it  is  fo  great  an  article  of  general  ufe, 
and  particularly  among  the  poor,  that  its  dudes  ought 
rift  to  be  the  fubje&  of  perpetual  and  unalterable  com* 
paft,  efpecially  when  we  confider  the  ftate  of  thofe 
ditties.  It  is  but  two  years  fince  they  were  raifed,  from 
one  Stilling  a  ton  on  rock-falt,  to  three  pounds — 'Gentle- 
men ft  are !  but  the  fatt  is  fo,  it  was  a  wondrous  rife ; 
the  ton  is  valued  at  the  cuftom-houfe  at  ten  fhillings 
and  fix  pence,  and  may  be  worth  fifteen  {hillings  per- 
haps. Here  then  is  a  duty  of  between  4  and  500  per 
cent*  on  the  value,  of  only  two  years  continuance,,  to 
be  made  perpetual  without  redemption,  and  this  duty 
being  impofed  to  operate  as  an  excife  duty  dh  the  con* 
fumption  of  white  fait,  its  continuance  is  as  abiurd 
to  be  provided  for,  as  if  we  were  to  provide  that  an 
internal  excife  of  equal  amount  fhould  continue  fox 
evet,  contrary  to  what  would  be  the  cafe,  even  under 
thefe  articles,  if  it  were  now  an  excife  duty. 

White  fait  is  raifed  from  la/.  6tL  a  ton,  to  4/.  duty 
6n  import* 

Coals  are  now  exportable  from  Britain,  at  a  duty  therd 

6f  gd.  per  ton,  which  is  to  ceafe,  but  their  duties  here  are 

to  remain  for  ever.    Where  manufa&ures  are  eftablifli- 

£d  near  the  coaft  in  Great  Britain,  the  coafting  duty 

has  been  removed  I  believe,  at  leaft  I  recoiled  two  afts, 

one  for  then*  going  free  to  the  copper  works  in  Wales, 

the  other  for  their  going  free  to  parts  of  Cornwall, 

and  fince  1793,  there  has  been  no  coafting  duty  to 

Scotland ;  it  was  exchanged  for  another  on  account  of 

its  prejudicial  efFe&s,    but  had  the  Scotch  articles 

of  Union,    been  peremptory  like  this  one,    it  never 

could  have  been  altered. 

One 
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t)1ie  curious  elf  cumftance  attending  the  cbal  reguta*  ■ 
tion  is,  the  manner  in  which  Dublin  will  be  affefted,  you 
will  find  in  Na.  9,  that  the  duty  on  import  there,  is  one 
fliilling  and  eight  pence  four-fifths  per  ton,  and  only 
Bine  pence  halfpenny  to  the  reft  of  Ireland— the  rea- 
fon  is,  that  there  exifts  a  local  duty  of  one  (hilling 
per  ton,  for  the  internal  improvement  of  the  city,  and 
this  local  tax,  is  blended  with  the  general  duty  on  the 
articles,  and  its  perpetual  continuance  is  informed 
though  Mr*  Witherall  returned  it  as  being  more  than 
ten  per  cent,  on  the  value,  I  am  perfuaded  this  was 
not  intended,  but  it  is  another  inftance  to  prove  the 
impoflibilky  of  fufficient  local  information  being  pro- 
cured to  affift  local  deliberation  in  Britain  for  Ireland, 
and  how  eflential  the  retaining  our  own  parliament,  is 
to  our  interefts* 

The  next  article  I  (hall  notice,  is  Sail  Cloth>  and 
the  noble  lord  has  dwelt  largely  on  the  benefits  its  ma- 
nufattures  is  to  receive,  by  being  deemed  Britiih,  and 
of  courfe  admitted  to  equal  pre-emption  with  Britifh  in 
the  navy,  and  equal  ufe  in  the  firft  fails  of,  every  Britiih 
trading  veflel,  he  forgets  that  this  regulation  to  which 
we  have  every  claim  of  right  and  juftice,  was  intended 
and  promifed  if  this  Union  had  never  been  thought  of  \ 
and  I  inuft  remark  that  Irifh  fail  cloth  is  now,  and  has 
been  long  free  into  Britain,  and  the  great  meafurc 
which  injured  our  manufacture  of  it  has  been  done 
away  three  years  ago,  by  Great  Britain  difcontinuing 
her  bounties  on  its  export  to  Ireland,  only  part  there- 
fore of  the  injurious  regulations  under  which  our 
fail  cloth  laboured,  remains  for  this  article  to  remove, 
and*  we  have  a  right  to  expeft  h  without  a  Union. 

* 

The 
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The  free  import  of  wool  from  Britain  which  thre  psp- 
pofitions  allows,  is  cried  up  as  a  great  facrifice  made  by 
Britain  and  a  great  gain  to  us  •, — I  acknowledge  its  Ebe- 
rality,  and  that  it  was  not  included  in  the  commercial  pro* 
portions,  of  1785  atthefametime  thatl  cannot  lee  its  par- 
ticular beneficial  effefts.  Our  great  import  of  woollen  ma- 
nufa&ure  confifls  chiefly  of  the  finer  cloths,  in  which 
Spanifti  wool  is  folely  or  principally  ufed,  we  cannot  ex- 
peft  any  or  at  leaft  very  little  wool  fit  for  them  fromJBri- 
tain,  and  I  apprehend  the  freight  on  it  would  be  much 
higher  on  account  of  its  bulk  than  five  one-half  per 
cent,  whith  the  noble  lord  flates  to  be  the  general 
charge  on  all  articles  from  Britain  to  Ireland*  Its 
freight  is  fo  expenfive  that  I  am  well  informed  an  at- 
tempt to  fend  it  from  Dublin  to  Cork  coaftways  was 
abandoned,  and  it  was  fent  by  land.  Spanifh  wool  is 
as  free  to  us  without  duty  as  to  Britain — yet  we  ma* 
nufa&ure  a  very  finall  part  of  our  confumption  of  fuper- 
fine  cloathing, 

•  If  the  coarfer  wool  flxould  come,  which  might  be 
principally  ufed  in  carpeting,  you  will  recolleft  that 
thefe  fame  proportions  take  off  the  prefent  protecting 
duties  on  them  of  12A  14/.  1  per  cent,  If  wool  in 
Britain  fhould  again  fall  to  the  low  price  it  ufed.  to  be 
at,  compared  with  ours,  we  might  poffibly  import; 
the  confequence  would  be  lowering  the  price  of  ou$ 
own,  which  however  beneficial  t&  the  clothier  or  car- 
pet, maker,  might  not  be  relifhed  well  by  the  grazier  5 
but  the  whole  of  it  promifes  to  be  fo  trifling  that  it  is 
not  worth  further  obfervation. 

•  The  article  of  JAnfeed  Qil%  defer vea  remark,  the  de- 
ties  on  it,  except  the  hereditary,  are  appropriated  to 
the  linen  manufa&ures,  and  were ,  propofed  by  me, 
many  years  ago,  in  order  to  encourage  the  faving  of 
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Irifli  flax  feed,  their  produce  was  accordingly  gives  by 
the  truftees  in  premiums  ou  linfeed  oil  made  of  Irift* 
feed— the  objeft  of  this  ctouble  encouragement  by  pro- 
tection and  by  bounty;  was  to  provide  a  confumptioq 
for  the  Irifti  feed,  whichLinight  not  be  fit  for  fowing 
and  in  general  by  the  faving  feed,  to  fecure  a  ftoclc 
which  might  anfwer  for  fewing,  in  cafe  of  £  dearth  of 
foreign  feed,  Thefe  articles  dp  away  this,  I, am  pen 
fuaded,  unintentionally. 

To  fum  up  the  whole  of  the  commercial  regulations 
they  lower  all  protefting  duties  above  ten  per  cent  tq 
ten  per  cent,  ^nd  remove  all  others,  operating  tjierer 
by  injurioufly  on  above  ^o  articles  of  manufacture,  aja4 
ruining  entirely  the  cotton  bufinei^.  The  proportion* 
parted  by  this  houfe  in  1785,  reduced  noueand  pre? 
ferved  them  all, 

*  Thefe  fecure  no  preference  for  linen  or  any  articles  is 
the  Britifli  market  againft  foreign  produce,  and  tak* 
from  the  linen  as  I  faid  before  the  fecurity  of  our  com- 
pact for  that  purpofe,  thofe  of  1785,  enfured  an  ef- 
fectual preference.  This  is  not  a  time  for  me  to  trou-f 
We  the  committee  with  ftating  that  compaCt  \  the  leadr 
ing  features  of  it  may  be  feen  in  your  journals,  in  H 
report  made  by  Sir  Lucius  OBrien  in  1773. 

Thefe  terms  make  perpetual  the  new  and  excefliv* 
duties  in  Ireland  on  fait ;  they  render  unalterable  th* 
duties  on  hops  and  coals  ;  thofe  of  1785  left  an  Irifh 
parliament  with  powers  to  reduce  or  remove  them  at 
pleafure. 

Thefe  leave  our  brewery  unprotected,  allowing 
only  a  countervailing  duty,  as  if  ourexcife  on  beer 
continued,  which  is  another  iriftance  of  the  want  of 
lyifti  information  in  England.  Thofe  of  1785  left  the 
exifting  protection, 

Thefe 


"  Thefe  make  no  provifioti  as  to  the  retaining  our  lew 
duties  on-the  import  of  raw  materials.  Thofe  of  1 785, 
gave  our  parliament  full  power  over  them,  and  yet  the 
noble  lord  has  ftated  that  die  propofitfons  now  before  the 
committee  muft  be  approved  by  every  man,  who  fup- 
ported  thofe  of  1785, 

I  did  nottmly  approve  of  thofe  in  1785,  but  I  was 
die  chief  framer  of  them*  and  thefe  are  fo  unlike  them,- 
that  I  difclaim  all  connexion  with  them.— —The  noble 
loard  boafts  of  the  fuperior  natural  advantage  of  Ireland 
for  a  re-export   trade— may  I  afk  whofe  capital  is  to, 
carry  it  oh  ;  it  is  of  all  trades  the  leaft  beneficial  to  a 
country,  and  fit  only  for  the  fuperfluity  of  capital,  after 
what  can  be  employed  in  home-trade  and  rnanufadure, 
or  agriculture.'    The  Britifh  merchant  muft  prefer  ftor- 

ing  his  goods  near  his  home  within  his  reach but  if 

we  have  thofe  natural  advantages,  does  this  proportion 
offer  any  inducement,  which  the  prefen I  laws  don't  af- 
fprd,  he  muft  know  it  does  not.  The.  aft  of  excife 
allows  the  bonding,  which  our  own  laws  have  retrained 
in  many  articles,  and  the  a&  of  cuftom  provide^  for  efta- 
Mifiiing  the  free  ports. 

I  have  now  gone  through  this  curious  detail  of  com-' 
mercial  inquiry  and  it  only  remains  to  examine  the  be- 
neficial effeft  which  he  fays  it  will  have  on  the  Irifh 
revenues. 

It  takes  off  as  I  Have  ftated,  32,000!.  a  year  of  pro- 
teding  duties,  duties  which  raifed  revenue  not  on  Iri(h 
goods,  but  on  Bf  itifli  in  favour  of  Irifh.—ft  is  to  remove 
44,000).  a  year  paid  on  the  export  of  our  cattle,  hides, 
tallow,* butter,  beef,  pork,  and  linen  yarn.  As  £0  thefe 
latter  duties  in  general,  I  will  call  to  the  recolle&ion  of 
the  committee,  that  in  the  year  1780,  when  I  propofed  a 
bill  in  imitation  of  that  of  Britain  in  1.722 — with  a 
fweeping  claufe  to  take  off  all  duties  on  the  export  of  all 
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goods  of  the  growth  produce  or  manuiadure  of  h>fy- 
land,  except  on  feveral  enumerated  articles,  fo  as  to  do 
away  the  5  per  cent,  general  duty  on  export  by  the  a& 
of  Charles  II.  I  confulted  many  eminent  merchants 
who  dealt  largely  in  thefe  articles,  .who  all  confidered 
the  duties  on  them,  as  no  incumbrance  to  the  fale,  tfiat 
they  had  exifted .  fince  1660  without  injuring  the  trade, 
and  were  never  felt  as  in  any  way  difcouraging  it,  and 
accordingly  I  let  the  duties  continue. 

They  are  is.  a  barrel  on  beef,  worth  from  4  to 
4l*  1  os.  od.— on  a  barrel  of  pork  worth  frorn^l.  10s.  od. 
to  5I,  and  is.  6d.  on  a  Cwt.  of  butter,  now  worth  5I. 
the  percentage  of  this  duty  has  been  gradually  de- 
creafing  as  the  value  has  gradually  rifen.  Thofe  thrdfe 
articles  produced  2x^8x81.* 

»  *  ♦ 

The  export  of  beef  to  Great  Britain  was  far  greater 
in  the  laft  year  than  in  any  former  one,  and  the  whole 
of  the  laft  fix  years  exceeds  the  amount  of  any  former 
fix  years,  fo  that  this  duty  has  not  afft&ed  the  trade. 

1 
»  4  ,  ._  . 

The  export  of  butter  was  checked  laft  year  by  the 
rebellion,  but'  its  export  to  Britain  has  been  greater 
in  the  eight  preceding  years  than  in  the  fame  fpace  of 
time  before— and  the  export  irf  pork  though  leflene4 
laft  year  a  little  by  the  fame  caufe,  was  greater  than  ever 
in  the  year  to  March  1798— «>and  has  been  in  a  gra- 
dual progrefs  of  encreafe  for  many  years to  remove 

all  thefe  duties  therefore  may  be  deemed  a  favour  to 
'Great  Britain,  who  pays  them  in  the  price  {he  gives  for 
the  goods,  but  not  a  consideration  for  Ireland,   who 

muft 
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riiuft  ralfe  taxes  in  thctr  ftcad,  and  probaUy  could  not 
find  any  fo  little  liable  to  be  felt,  I  do  not  wifli  to  be 
understood  to  fay  that  that  favour  never  (hould  be  given 
to  Britain,  but  the  Irifh  parliament  can  do  it,  without  a 
Union;  whenever*  it  may  be  advifable. 

As  to  the  duties  on  live  cattle,  which  have  produced 
ffi^iL  they  have  been  raifed  fince  1793  from  is.  to  6s.# 
a  head  todifcourage  their  export,  that  they  might  go  abroad 
in  a  more  advantageous  ftate,  of.  pork,  beef,  leather  and 
tallow.  And  the  tax  on  hides,  fmail  as  it  is  to  Britain, 
being  only  four- pence  or  one  third  of  what  it  is  to  other 
countries,  would  be  beneficial  to  our  tanning  trade,  if 
4t  operated  to  prevent  export*    .         * 

The  revenue  raifed  on  the  export  of  tallow  is  is.  6d» 
the  Ct.  it  produces  about  659I.  only,  and  we  import 
above  half  as  much  as  we  export,  fo  that  if  it  did  check 
the  export,  we  (hould  not  fuffcr. 
:  The  Uft  article,  this  revenue  riies  op,  js  linen  y^rn9 
which  at  one  Ixal/penny  a  lb.  produces  ^1840),  ftvliagi 
and  if  this  duty  tends  to  render  it  fearer  abroad,  than  it  15 
at  home,  no  man  will  fay  that  it  can  be  beneficial  to  our 
manufacture,  to  take  it  off.  ,  For  what  then  are  tfeefe 
alterations  deBred  ?  for  Ireland  ?  no,  but  to  give  at  our 
cxpence  to  Britain  provifions,  cattle  and  yarn,  cheaper 
than  <he  now  receives  them,  and  fo  little  cheaper,  that 
hardly  any  orie'thcre  would  thank  us  fer  the  regulation^ 
though  it  tifces  from  119  a  revenue  of  44,0001.  a  -year 
which  we  ririft  teptace. 

Let  us  now  fee  the  return  we  are  to  receive  for  vo- 
luntarily complimenting  Great  Britain  with  this  Aire 
revenue  of.  76?>ool;  a  year,  raHed  on  her  and  not  felt 
by  us.  In  the4irft  place,  1 7,000!.  a  year  duty  paid  ta 
Britain  on  the  export  of  coal  to  u$,  which  I  agree  if  a 

fair 
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'  in  1795,      •       t0         to.  od. 
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fair  and  eflFe&ual  return  as  for  as  it  goes — ■— goool.  a. 
year  duties  retained  in  England,  on  fubfidy  goods,  if 
thefe  goods  pay  the  fame  duties  in  Ireland  on  import, 
thence  as  from  the  place  of  growth)  Great  Britain  re- 
taining them,  pays  a  bounty  to  their  amount  for  en- 
couraging our  dire£t  trade  to  the  place  of  growth,  and 
would  be  wife  therefore  in  retaining  them  no  longer—, 
and  if  we  forbear  to  their  amount,  in  laying  as  heavy  a. 
duty  on  the  import  from  her  as  from  their  native  country, 
{he  is  obliged  to  us,  and  ought  not  to  retain  them  led; 
any  want  of  revenue  here,  might  make  us  ceafe  that 
forbearance. 

The  next  article  is  a  curious  offer-*— 58,0001.'  a 
year,  from  the1  Eaft  India  company,  being;  our  T*T  of 
500,0001.  a  year  which  that  company  covenanted  to 
pay,  when  her  new  charter  was  granted  -in  1793*  one 
penny  of  which  I  believe  fee  has  not  yet  paid,  and 
a  (hare  of  which  we  fhould  have  been  confidered  in  jus- 
tice entitled  to, '  without  regard  to  Union,  when  we 
confirmed  that  charter  the  fame  yean 

But  let  me  tell  you  that  the  payment  of  it  may  be  poft* 
poned  to  eternity,  if  the  lords  of  the  treafury  (hall  deem  it 
inconvenient  to  the  affairs  of  the  company  to  pay  it, 
for  they  have  a  power  by  the  a£t  to  do  fo  ■  .  and  let 
me  aft.  the  noble  lor/1,  why  he  has  omitted  to  allot  to 
us  a. (hare  of  the  twelve  millions  to  the  finking  fund,  and 
of  the  furplus  to  the  confolidated  fund,  provided  for  out 
of  their  profits  by  the.  fame  ad.  He  nods  aflent,  but 
will  it  or  any  part  of  it .  copie  before  the  time  that 
our  proportion  of  contribution  is  to  ceafe  it  will  be 
inoperative  afterwards, 

:  By  this  exchange  then,  if  I  dan  call  it  fuch,  we  give 
up  a  good  and  certain  revenue  of  76,000!.  a  year  which 

we 
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we  raife  on  export  to  Britain,  and  fhe  gives  us  up  * 
fimilar  revenue  of  26,oool.  only — for  the  remainder  we> 
are  fent  to  India  to  look>  and  this  is  what  the  noble 
lord  calls,  the  beneficial  effect  of  his  precious  fyftetn 
to  the  Irifli  revenue  is  fimply  this  that  we  are  to  find  a 
new  tax  to  the  amount  of  -  58,000!.  a  year,  to  advance 
it  for  the  Eaft  India  company.    ; 

-•  Upon,  the  whole  then  of  finance,  revenue  and  com- 
merce, review  every  article,  and  be  they  good,  or  be 
they  bad,  I  defy  any  man  to  fay  that  there  is  one  article 
to  which  an  Irifli  parliament  is  incompetent;  or  one  to 
which  a  \tnited  parliament  is  -not  lefs  adequate,  inafmuch 
.as Rearrangement  of  duties  and  of  trade,  between  the  twa 
kingfk>ra&  requires,  a  quick  and  ready  knowledge  of  the 
local  circumftances  of  this  kingdom,  which  can  only  be 
effectually  obtained  by  a  refident  legiflature..  And  if 
~an)r  man  thinks  there  is  any  one  article  jn  all  the  ar- 
rangement ftated,  which  ijs  beneficial  to  this  kingdom, 
I  aflc  him,  why  not  enact  it  now,  or  why-  postpone  it 
to  a  united  parliament  ? 

r  ■ 

paving  now  difpatched  commerce  and  finance,  the 
next  confideration  is,  the  coriftitutional  effects  of  the 
propofed  arrangement,  and  I  will  ftate  without  fear  of 
>  contradiction,  that  in  every  ftep  it  makes,  it  breaks  in 
upon  fome  known  and  eftabliflied  conftitutional  princi- 
ple; it  is  one  courfe  of  conftitutional  and  dangerous 
innovation  from  beginning  to  end. 

As  to  the  upper  houfe,  it  creates  a  fort  of  mongrel 
pew,  halfjord,  half  commoner,  neither  the  one  or  the 
.other  complete,  and  yet  enough  of  each  to  remind  you 
of  the  motley  mixture.    Every  body  knows  or  fliould 

know, 
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Jcftow  that  by  the  original  and  uninterrupted  constitution 
of  parliament  a  lord  cannot  interfere  in  the  eleftion  of 
«  commoner,  yet  here  he  is  not  only  to  interfere,  but 
may  be  a  candidate,  and  may  fit  and  aft  as  a  comr 
moner.  The  28  chofen  lords  are  to  fit  for  Ufa 
.though  .they  are  only  reprefentatives,  thus  counteract- 
ing one  great  principle,  that  reprefentatives  (hall  only 
aft  for  a  time  limited,  acknowledged  by  the  feptennial 
•and  oftennial  bills,  and  by  the  articles  of  the  Scotch 
Uni6n  in  refpeft  to  their  lords. 

*     Further,  with  this  feat  for  life  to  the  chofen*  lords, 
J  what  is  to  become  pf  the  remaining  peerages,  perhaps 
'nearer  200  than.  100  in  number  ?  they  now  are  legifla- 
"tors  v  pais  theft  articles,  they  ceafe  inflantly  to  be  fo,  they 
will  be  the  only  fabjefts  in  Ireland  incapable  of  aft»g 
as  legiflators,   a  degradation  ruinous  to  the  nobility. 
-Every  heir  to  a  tide  medtMly  or  immediately,  now 
'looks  in- his  ftudieg  and  his  education  to  qualify  hhnh 
:felf  for  the  high  duties  of  a  legifkt&r,  of  on  heredi- 
tary counfellor  to  the  crown.  :  This  fatai  meaftrre  vrf 
eleftion  for  life  leaves  fo  little  hope  and  fo  little  chance, 
that  all  inducement  to  improvement,  to  education,  to 
ftudy  the  interefts  of  his  country,  is  done' away.     Ton 
deprefs  the  fpirit  and  enervate  the  exertions  of  all  the 
'rifing  nobility  of  the  land.     Nay,  further,  by  a  ftrafcge 
fort  of  abfurdity,  the  meafure  in  allowing  him  as  a 
"commoner  to  fit  for  a  Britifti  feat,  and  denying  him  to 
v  do  fo  for  an  Irifti  one,  admits  this  monftrous  pofition, 
that  in  the  country,  where  his  property,  his  connexions, 
and  refidence  is,  he  (hall  not  be  a  chofen  legislator ;  but 
In  the  one  where  he  is  wholly  a  ftranger,  he  may-J8nd 
you  add  this  certain  confequ^nce,  that  you  will'induce 
a  refidence  of  the  Irifli  nobility  in  Britain,  where  they 

may 
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• 

may  be  tlefled  commoners*  and  muft  of  courfe  en- 
ticayourto  gain,  acquaintance,  Jblicitintereft,  aod  make 
themfelves  known  to  the  ele&ors,  thereby  encreafing 
the  number  of  your  abfentees,  and  gradually  weaning 
the  men  of  largeft  fortune  from  an  acquaintance  or  a 
connexion  with  their  native  country* 

• 

As  to  the  Commons  this  fatal  Union  will  not  be  left 
unconftitutional.  It  reduces  their  number  from  300  to 
loo,  but  the  constitution  has  pronounced  the  accumu* 
lated  wifdom  and  knowledge  of  300  to  be  neceilary  to 
legislature,  and  to  preserve  the  balance  of  power  efta* 
blifhed  among  the  three  branches;  and  it  not  only 
commits  a  violation  on  the  number  but  on  the  qualifi- 
cations. One  great  principle  is,  that  in  the  Commons 
all  fpecks  of  property  is  reprefented,  and  the  wifdom 
of  the  whole  encreafed  by  a  mixture  of  country  gen* 
tkmea,  merchants,  lawyers,  and  men  of  alipr6fe£ 
lions.  This  meafure  fhuts  the  door  againft  commercial 
men  and  againft  the  law.  A  merchant  who  may  fpare 
his  time  with  eafe  near  his  own  home  to  enlighten  this 
aflembly  with  the  refiilt  of  ^his  experience  and  enqui- 
ries, will  not  be  able  to  defert  his  bufineft  for  months 
in  the  year  and  refide  in  another  kingdom*  Will  any 
of  thofe  lawyers  ^hom  I  fee  oppofite  to  me  give  up 
their  profeffions  to  attend  the  united  parliament  ?  No 
man  can  do  juftice  to  his  client  and  attend  only  one  or 
two  terms  in  the  year. 

The  nation  muft  therefore  lofe  the  benefit  of  the 
talents  and  conftitutional  knowledge  of  all  the  emi- 
nent members  of  that  profef&qn *,  and  as  if  thefe  inno- 
ttffc>ns  were  not  fufficient,  the  miferable  remains  of. 
this  parliament  thus  reduced  and  degraded,  is   to  be 
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ftat  to  Weftminfter,  to  another  kingdom,  it  will  be 
too  far  teirrerad  f rojfc  its  owBfthrecdjretnfbrniation  for 
guarding  or  promoting  ks'intefeft ;  it  may  liarn  imperial 
rights- there,  as  fome  gentlemen  fay,  but  it  may  ne- 
glcft  its  own* 

Need  I  mention  the  cafe  of  controverted  ele&ions  ? 
Securing  the  purity  of  eleftkms  can  alone  preferve  the 
^rarity  of  parliament ;  »aiid  fo  eorifcious  are  the  promo 
ters  ef  this  Union  that  juftice  cannot  be  administered 
by  a  trial  in  England,  that  they  propofe'to  feincl  a1  de- 
putation from  our  quota  of  members*  to  try  the  merits 
3a  Ireland.  But  how  can  the^  try  ?  Where  will  be'  the 
power  to  enforce  the  attendance  of  -witneffes,  to  puftUh 
for  prevarication  or  breach  of  privilege,  <ye*yoti«aU  know 
how  often  this  houfe  is  applied  to  to  intprpofe  its  amhori-* 
ty,  and  even  to  enforce  the  attendance  of  each  iadhddual 
of  the  committee.  To  delegate  power .  to  any<xwrt, ^  tor 
interfere,  is  a  dice  ft  violation  of  .eveny  do&rae  *ani" 
practice  on  the  fubjeft.  If-  then  it  is.  iittpra&i&rirfe  tor 
have  the  trial  here,  and  it  muft  be  with  the  parttanttan^ 
ih  Weftminfter,  few  men*  however  juft  .  their  cbum$ 
will  undertake  theexpence.-  The  flxeriffs  will  in  faftr 
nominate,  or  rather  the  government  who  appoutt'thfc' 
ftierifB.  If  any  man  doubts  how  fheriift  may .  afty  let* 
him  look  to  the  conduct  of  many  on  the  pre&nt  mea-> 
Jure  how  they  have  refufed  their  conftitutional  duty,  of 
calling  their  counties  together  to  take  the.fenfeof  thfc 
freeholders  on  this  great  queftion,  and  by  whofe  infU-* 
gation  did  the  gefteraiity  of  them  do  Co  ?  ., 

One  remark,  and  a  Very  ftrong  one,  arifes  on  the  mor 
ment.  The  noble  lofd  in  bringing  the  committee,  to  Up- 
land acknowledges  thdbcal  difficulties  which  will  prevent 
•  juftice 
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jtiflfce  frail  fcfebig  attainable  ia  Wefttnmfter  b?  ehquSrf 
there  ;  and  if  it  is  fo  as  to  jufticc,  does  not  tht  lame 
reafooi^g  go  wore  .ftropgly  to  every  enquiry  on  com- 
merckl  fttbje&s  afed  local  intercfts,  with  thte  difference, 
that  in  the  one  cafe  the  expence  of  the  individuals  giv- 
ing evidence  is  t$  be  paid  them,  but  in  the  other  they . 
ajc  to  volunteer  the  journey  and  the  coft  at  their  own 
&it»     Muft  not.  the  noble  lord  acknowledge,  if  to. 
attain  juftice  the  merits  of  ap  Iriih  election  cannot  be 
tried  hi  tfye  imperial  parliament,   neither  can  all  the 
other  obje&s  of  enqqky  neceflary  to  legislature  be  ob- 
tatged  by  th^E^arliament,  and  a  parliament  at  Ayeftmia** 
fter  will  be  as  inefficient  to  the  one  as  to  the  pther. 

All  thefe  declare  at  ieaft,  th&t  the  noble  lord  and 
U$  ^vifers  4&e  by  their  own  admiffion  20  years  tod 
ftofi  producing  this  meafure,  for  to  years  feems  to  be 
tfceir  ftaftdard  for  fuppofmg  the  iriterefts  in  the  debt, 
revenues  and  commerce  may  be  lefs  feparate  than  they 
3fS#*;»d  I  advife  him  moft  fincerely  to  withdraw  it, 
\iKjA.  tbefe  90  years  ihall  have  elapfed,  and  until  the 
e*e$te  of  time  ftmll  have  completely  identified  every 
ifetereft,  tf  ever  tfrey  (hall  do  fo,  and  an  entire  Union 
*f  Tth*Jiatk)ftSf  *od  not  a  Union  of  parliaments  folely 
feaJlof  itfttf  oocfcr,  ^nd  require  only  the  form  of  law. 
fefta&ionk. 

fteetf  I  ftate  the  Violent  deftru&ion  of  all  chaptered 
right*  which  will*  attend  this  meafure  ?  Rights  verted  in 
feme  bodies  for  600  years,  and  always  exercifed  for  the 
benefit  of  the  flate,  and  which  fometimes  have  proved* 
die  great  fafeguard  and  fecurity  of  the  conftitution.  , 

One  confeqtience  is  too  {hiking  to  be  patted  over. 
What  would  you  think  of  the  man  who  would  be 
hardy  enough  to  rife  in  this  houfe  and  propofe  to  make 
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all  taxes  f&fgttpl?  Yet  this,  muft  jbc  *  iiectflkry  Itep 

towards  the  meafure.  _s    . 


But  will  thenoble  lord  tell  me,  why  he  has  prbvl^d . 
for  a  change  in  the  quantum*  of  contribution^  becaufe  it 
refts  on  the  varying  change  of  oar*  relative  ptnpo'rtfott 
of  trade  and  of  confumption,  and  though  he  eftlinates 
the  number  of  representatives  on  that:  proportion,  join- 
ed with  the  comparative  population  which  ria  alfe 
always  varying,  why  he  has  omitted  to  provide  f<K  the 
encreafe  of  oar  representative  proportion  lilaawife^.vJI 
the  Union  enriches  us,  the  repi^ntative  propfcrtiofr 
ought  to  increafe  as  population*  trad*  and  weaW^epH 

-*As  to  the  third  branch  of  the  kgiflature— the  Mjtogy 
This  meafure  limits  his  prerogative  in  making *$&**» 
and  it  takes  from,  him  the  benefit  of  all  Aoieiwar^tjtry 
couiicellors  which  the  conftkution  has  atjaiched  tojjujn* 
except  the  few  who  may  be  chofen.  *   . .»  -^  ^ 

Thus  does  it,  like  every  other  ill  coniid  etfed  wai^tpfr 
projeft,  teem  with  evils  ;  it  injures  revenue  and,  trad** 
and  in  every  regulation  violates  all  the  known  pxjbpd^ 
files  of  the  cenftitution  in  the  lords,  the  commons,  an4 
the  kii3fg:  It  is  called  an  Unioai,  but  it  don't  Aefiffltp 
the n^me,  it  is  any  thing  you  pleafe  but  what  itpron 
fefles  to  be }  a  raal  Union  is  a  full  and  entire  Union*  p£ 
the  two  nations-— this  k  a  Unipn  of  tin;  two  <p&$%n 
ments  only — there  dan  be  no  Union  of -the  nafae$% 
yh#e  dWinft  jjnjerdis  ex^,>fnd,eyeiry..fljiie. ahnpft»of 
fyesfl&k  declares  the-  diftin<taefe  of  mtsjreftjin  fgffc 
nu?,  Xn:.  convn^rce, -  jin  p*irfe  w,  t<^^f^w.^!f^gt 
TJnion  4pe$ .  nothing,  if  it  do§s  not  jfcntif yr s fcnt .  t}^ 
can  be  no  identification  with,  d^in^.iaifre^^.on^. 
Rurfe  ^n„be  managed  by  one  parlj^flmfeito^fF^; 
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parte*  require  two  parliaments*  You  provide  for  th« 
feparation  of  the  debts  of  each,  and  the  dUctiarging 
theft  d^bts,  becaufe  the  intefeft  of  each  nation  is  fe- 
par^-in  thein..  Tf^ft  acknowledge  a  diftinft  intereft 
in  ^e,  current  expeocj?^  becaufe  you  provide  a  diftinfk 
fp^butioo  for  .defraying  them. 

.  3Ffa/  noble  Jpi*d  lainents  that  the  different  fituations 
rfthe  mattafa&ures,  and  the  different  burthens  of  debt, 
prfcvtnt  a  co»j>lete  identity,  and  hrk  right :  k  «ffeo 
ttially  cteed-^bw  he  not  ohly  acknowledges  it  to  exift 
ft^rjlgit  hi*  pla*>  pnwitfes  for  its  future  continuance, 
fisPttfifll  r*£*fd  to  tfel#?  $*dvifian  is  tusker  for  Ireland, 
incurring  debt  at  all  future  time  for  current  expence 
wlw9R  Ejftgland^ay  nx>v  and  (he  debt  fp  incurred  is  to 
g&ltfou*  fep*f*t*.  _.,.,. 

)*  •"KiTiltftitft  on  foreign  gobSs,  as  to  drawbacks  are  to 
c^ffiltuifef'ftparate purfes',  and  fepfefrate  accounts  of  credit 
to  be  kept  * 

f :1Pne  duties  on  the  channel  ftad<J  are  to  continue, 
trlirjr?  Avowedly  Wcaufe  the  intereft  of  the  manufa&urer 
is  totally  dift-nl6!,  and  by  a  curiousTatality  in  this  metf- 
jfoife-^rovifiort  is  «nade  for  roufirig  all  thefe  diftinft- 
neflctf  and  Winging  them  forward  into7  difcuffion  *t 
ftated  times  to-all  eternity,  without  adiftinft  parliament 
totfrc  people  inwrcfted  to  (peak  through,— *what  an 
ubfeeafing  fund  for  keeping'  aiiv«  old  jealouffes  and  pro* 
Vofemg  nevir  ones  ! 

'Tri^doVn  regulation*  too  are  exempted,  fo*  the  very 
reafon  that  they  are  diftinA  and  cannot  be  identified1, 
tndherc'let  rne  aik  you,  if  we  had  now  a  united  par^ 
figment  with  the  preftnthigh  price  of  corn  kk  'England, 
arid  our  regulations  had  been  changed  as  to  our  export, 
by  *hat  parliament,  do  you  believe  any  corn  would  by  this 
been  left  in  Ireland  j  the  anfwer  muft  be,  no, 
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*  *nd  you  uuiitd  have  bad   no  patliameot  t&,alfcy  the 
A'feontcttt  of  tee    people* 

fevch  in  a  conftitutional  view,  thefe  proportions  declare 
diftinQ  national  interefts  and  pfdvidefor  their  continu- 
ance. The  Irifli  peerage  is  to  l>$  *ept  ixftitift  to  all  fyturd 
'    time  by  the  power  of  cheating  new  Iriflx  peers-— why 
;  Is  this  ?— Scotland  was  too  wife  to 'allow  It,-  or  ^o  allow 
diftin&riefs  of  cfebl  Or  diftiriftneft  of  tax  to*  regain, 
fixe  wanted  and  ihe  "was  capable  of  ^eeMftg  a-ftra^ato<^ 
entire  Union  of  the  nations.    The  minifter  propolis 
as  to  Ireland  a  Union  of.  parliaments  Oftty,  any  other 
lie  fees  impracticable.    TaUc  to  eternity  otf  the^flifejett, 
the  reaf  queftion  is,  what  I  have  al^  Hated  Itj  'far- 
ttametti  or  no  pdrtiam&it*r--XJnK>li'  is'  a  Hfrcfrd'to  tfc€ehrev 
If  the  influence  of*  tjie  crown  is  not  tiie  reatcatife  for 
continuing  the  Irifh  peerage,    why'  ftiall  nobeve'ry  peer 
hereafter  to  be  created,  be  a  peer  of  the  empire*  *fid 
yrhen  the  prefent  number  ftiall  be  reduced  to  the  quot* 
ta  of  28,   let  them  become  peers  of  the  eni^ite^^aa^ 
elections  ceaft:  ":  •» 
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Why.  is.  a  difttnc\  inter  eft  to  be  created  by  allowing 

.  Iiafixmeo,  I  mean  Infix. peers,  to  be  capable  of  fulfill 

liqg  the  .trail  of  qreptefenting  Englifh'  constituents,  but 

»    pot  aft  r^referiting  Iriflx?  Or  why  ,are  Englilh  £om- 

t   monertf  deemed  uafit  to  try  Irifli  elections,  wheip.  all 

are  faid  to  be  members  of  one  parliament,  where  the' 

interfiled  duty  ,o£  every  mejtober  is,  by  the  conftitur 

.  tk>n  general,  and  not,  local?  And  .why  in  the  arrange- 

*    ineot'is  the  whole  diminution  tQ  be  made  from  the 

hyk  parliament?  Why  fhall  Britain  retai&.all  her-  comn 

proper**  and  all  heriprds,  whi^c  the  Iprds  here  are  ta 

be,  1  reduced '  to%  ^8,  and  the.coipmoner^tp  iop?   Is  it 

acknowledged,  that  fy§  f^r$$  ]M$te&}of  Britain  is 

> .  fo  *veiy  diftincl  ?    '  •      '  * 

-  -l. "  -    ■   .    ■     • ..        w: 
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\  rlf  I  hereto  coafidcr  only  the-  fejantfe .  exchequer, 

and  feparate ,  purfe  which  thofe  propofitions  actaow- 

M/  ip4gfir,t}^opghout,  I  fljould  even  on  theoretic  ground 

nRje&  th^  Union,  The  purfe  in  the  haric^  of  the  com- 
mi  -,g3|Qina*4^ths^feftc«  of  the.  nation's  liberty,,  andis  the 
.  :*oi#ijtWof^.  balance  aga^ft  undus  ea$rqfe_pf  the 
-    p*ecogitiyf.    X  will  never  part  with  it  willingly^,  while 

ItJ&ift  fenfe  txx  feel  and  know,  the,  value  of  the  BfitUh 
;  ;-  Qtypft&utiop  ^ad  Britifli  connexion, 
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,    i:  ^  .^e  agft  E*rt  of  ¥*  IjaWcft  which,  I  Audi  trfj(  wp* 
.    Jtydu^wJuctu  concerns  the,  religious,  differences.— -The. 
..*  xight sbq&  g^ntlcp^n  .ne^a   the  noble  lord,    afks/if  I 
>  h#^<;aujhoaaty  toiay*  what  will  become  of  the  religi- 
.   •  qj^  /qggfiiop,  ibQH^d  a  Union?  -be  rejeded  ?   I  aflc,  hint 
^  ^.Iqi.  wjytt;  anthopty^  he  join*  the  feligioiis  cjueftion  he 
trr^ldlj^dea.lo^  with  the  Union. — it  haa  nothing  to  do  with 
•4,  th&Uqion,.  except^  a&  it  i^inccoduced  by  the  promo- 
.•    .  t^».  c£  the.  jqpafu^  the  country. 

I&  the  IfHh  parliament  to  be  lb  degraded,  that  it,  can- 
no^  difenis  every  queftion  of  Irifti  concern,  and  that 
3  diftant  parliament  fitting  in  a  diftant  land>  is  more 
"'  .adequate  to  It,  or  will  give  more  content  by  its  deciiion? 
'    ;r-No;&,  we  are  nbt  &  loft  to  all  dufy,  toallloveof 
,     our  country,  to  all  integrity,  that  Wfc  are  not  td  be 

*     taufted  with  the  concerns  of  Irelatad.      :  >T 

■f  t  ... 

I  will  tdL  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  why  I  da  not 
join  that  queftion  with  the  Union.  The  Tftrion  leeks 
to  take  away  our  pftrBiameffl>  our  freedom,  *ad*our 
prosperity ;  the  cathofick  is  equally  ^native  of  Ireland, 
equally  bound  by  duty,  by  inclination  to  his  country, 
£6.  fee?,  with  US  the  danger1  of  the  attack*  and  join* 
wJftVthe  proteftant,  to  prevent  its  approach,   and  iave 

"'•   '-    •'  •'  •■  the 
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the  eonftltution ;  he  is  'wife  in  doirig  fo~4ll  differences 
are  loft,  they  are-  afleep  in  this  common  caufey  be 
jdtat  heart  to  hefrt  -with  his  fellow  ibbjefta,  ta*>ppafo 
the  common  eiieroy,  this  damnable,;  deftruclive,  and:! 
had  almoft  faid,  deceitful  meafure ;  if  I  were  to  ran- 
fack  eyery  di&ionary  ia  the  Eiigliftr  language,  I  could 
not  find  words  ihong  enough  to  expref*  myhabhop* 
reflccofVthe  plan,  or  my  dread  off  Its  fetal  e6nfe* 
qaeaces*:   ,'       ;  •  .  ••'  »  v- 


» ,►  *   i    -v » i 


T        ' 


You  talk,  of  its  restoring  tranquility— it  is  but  talk*** 
wlll  taking  men  of  property  ou&of  tfce  (pottntry  doit, 
will  a  plan  full  of  the  feeds  of  jeatoarfy  audi  difcontear 
effect  it  ?  Will  depriving  a  nation  of  tha •liberty  which  k' 
has  acquired,  and  to  which  it  is  derated^ enforexronv; 
tent  ?— if  religious  j&aloufieg  ifLifttwb    its    quiet,    are* ? 
they  fio  be  allayed  by  a  Britifti  parliament  ?4-Not  ^r,^ 
leave  our  own  concerns  to  our^own.  parliament,  weamv 
equal  to  their  management^and  we  will  not  yieh£j»< 
wifdora,   liberality,   patriotifin^    of  firimicfe,    todhf^ 
parliament,   that  can  fit  iri  Bwtainr  formed-  oa  new 
{peculations*  unknown  to  the  conflkudoni  •     r  .  .,      'J 

Btut  I  aflc,    if  thofe  jealoufies  Jiaye,  difburbeA  our  \ 
quiet,  who  rottfed  them  i  I  anfwer,  that  bench  J-t*  ; 
not  the  noble  lor d*    but  thofe  who  then  fat  «i<  that  - 
bench — Britifh,  not  Irifti  councils  roufe4  them,  f  >andn 
Britifh,  not  Irifh  councils  now  propofe  this  Union. 


.t , 


Let  us  look  back  to  178a— rlrifti  fpirkj  and  BriMftt 
liberality  removed  all  jeajoufie*  at  that  .period,  n^t  one  ., 
has  occurred  fmce  between  the  kingdoms^  and  Brkilh  : 
councils-  now  come-forward  to  undo  the  *  meafure  y>£ .  t ., 


N 


//" 


iq&ah**4dikdbfo  by  this  ill-timed  projecV  publihk  ap*> 
prehension*  andto  put  its  into  the  Situation  *te  w£r6  isu 
befbi^  that  period*  when  continued:  jealouiies  iretafrdcrfbi 
oirbprojperity  <  md  diftrafted  our  fcr anquiHky*  ".«..•  r  •>    : : ) 

•«'«  (■*    'y;V  :•     !'        v      '   '  "    7-    "       •    •  " '  '  -  -  " 

?Rcwi^w,t^ei^hole  meaftre,  it  leaves  to  us  evei^ 
appendage-  of   a   kingdom,    except  what  conftkntet. 
h^  teflence^  of  >independancey   a  refictent  -•  parliament^  - 
-^feparate  ftate,  feparate  eftablifliment,   feparate.  «x* 
chequer,    feparate     debt,    feparate     courts,    feparate 
lawsi '  /  ihed  load  lieutenant,  -  and  the :  caftle  ->  «adl  re- 
mpfox)]  verflttll  become  a  colony  on  the,  ^orftiof 
tenwi:  paying  a  fettled  fyftem  of  contribution,  ^o  hr 
le^iefti.by  Jaw  jwt  of  our  own  makmg>~and  what  j 
artotth&fctaftfiJF*  m  rriturn J  Nbafc  pretended*  except  ia:,f 
tipde  and  revenue,  which  I  have  ihewn  yon  to  be  the. 
re^Hk'.M -baaefits~but  if  they  were -ever  ib  »gr«at,ylr 
would  fpurn  the  offer,  to  be  pnrchafed  by  onr  Bbertyv 
neither  revenue  or  trade  will  femain  where  the' fpirit 
ofrinSercy  eeafes  to  be  their  foundation,  arid  nothing 
ca»rprcrfpec,  in  a  ilate  which  give?  tip  its-  fraedoffli-w 
I  declare  moft  folemnly,  that  if  England  could  give  us 
all  her  revenue  and  all  her  trade,  I  would  not  barter 
fbFfiihcm;  the  ;fi^6  cofeffftudoii  of  niy  country.    Otrr 
wealth,- -buir  v>tt&T&t8,xfarperfonzl  exertions ;  ire  ail4 
dev^tedito Heir  fupport-^urfree^bm^ 
anfr-tritlf-lt -"Wtr  cifinot  bartet/ 

But,  if  I  diflike  the  whole  of  the  meafure  for  its 
nitimf  ktti  mi^kmSnSy'  I  reprobate  ftlll  mere  ^ 
th^ftfeitifc  p*6pd»d  fdr  ^fftc^fiig  it.  -When  thence  * 
lord  Mentioned  "  cvmfenfafivn  fir  fhe  forbighit  he  few 
the*  fading*  r$f  the  ho*fey  *nd  f  ^wa4  happy  'to  bbfer  ve 
th*fr-4n  Jm  printed  fpeech  which  he  has  mentioned,  it 
s  '  was 
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was  omitted.  I  thought  the  indignation  which  appear* 
ed,  had  induced  him  to  abandon  it— but  I  now  find 
from  his  right  honourable  friend,  that*  it  is  not  given' 
up.  Were  I  fpeaking  in  another  parliament,  I  fhould 
impute  the  hardinefs  which'  mentioned  fuch  a  bafe  and 
humiliating  bribe,  to  a  previous  knowledge  that  it  had 
received  the  approbation  of  many  members— —-what  ii 
the  plain  language  of  it — I  am  to  propofe  a  meafurG  bjr 
which  aoo  of  you  are  to  lofe  your  feats — ~many  of 
you  have  bought  them  and  others  claim  a  right  in  them, 
you  (hall  not  fuflfer,  the  public  fliall  payyou  for  felting 
yourfelves  and  your  conftituents,  and  the  price  you 
rcceive«fhall  become  the  purchafe  money  for  your  felling 
your  country  afterwards.  It  is  a  moft  monftrous  un» 
conftitutional  oiler.  Do  you  publfckly  avow  that  bo- 
rough reprefentation  is  a  private  property,  and  do  jroa 
confirm  that  avowal  by  the  government  becoming  the 
purchafers?  N       •      ' 


The  right  honourable  gentteman  fays  it  cannot  be  a 
bribe  to  corrupt,  becaufe  it  is  to  be  diftributed  to  both 

fides  of  the  houfe  without  diftindion— I  know  fir*  as 

>  «.  •  * 

well  as  he  does,  that  this  houfe  is  above  corruption,  but 
iuppofe  we  were  in  another  houfe,  where  fuch  ait  oiler 
might  corrupt— —Thofe  who  oppofe  a  raeafore  which 
is  to  deftroy  the  boroughs,  cannot  take  the  money  afe 
a  bribe,  becaufe  their  vote  goes  to  prefervenot  to  deftroy 
diem ;  but  all  thofe  who  fupport  the  itteafure  may  take 
the  money  as  fuch,  becaufe  by  their  jrote  tfcey  deftroy 
their  borough,  and  the  money  is  the  compeofation  for 
that  vote  or  in  other  words,  the  bribe,  the  profligate  ami 
difgraceful  bribe* 

,  Suppefe 


*  4I 

pupDQfe  the  fchemc  Capable  of  influencing  members 
in  the  commons  hqufe  of  that  parliament  which  I  don't 
la^(  it  7$  in  any  houjfe,  and  that  there,  wen?  40  county 
members  againft.  and  20  for  any  meafure^  arid  alfo  130 
borough  members  for  and  80  againft  iu—admitting  that  all 
borough  members  .are  to  be  inflqenced  which  I  by  no 
means  allow;  50  more  are  to  be  worked  upon  on  one  fide 
than  the  other,  and  there  is  the  majority  of  fifty.  ■ 
I  truft  we  (hall  hear  ho  more  of  it — and  that  the 
noble  lord  feels  how  ill  he  bas  been  advifed,  in  even 
harbouring  the  thought. 

Does  he  think  this  will  go  down  in  England,  and  that 
the^  jmnjjjry  icarf  acknowledge  boroughs  faleable  and  to 
b^  private  property  here  and  not  there,  or  that  if  by 
fu£lvpurc}iafe  we,  make  what  is  called  a  reform  here, 
they  will  be  able  to  withfland  the  precedent  .there? 
Nay  more,  with  what  reluftance  muft  the  Britifh  fe- 
rigte  receive  among,  them,  men  delegated  by  perfoas 
vthpfA  jbey  njayjfufpeft,  however  unjuflly,  of  having  : 
fold  tbemfelves,  the^r  onjilitueats  and  their  country, 
opeply  and  without  ihame  ? 


When  I  talk  of  England  I  cannot^  avoid  mentioning 
the  effe^  this  Umon  may  have  there*  The  late  Lord 
Chatham  ip  faid,  always  .to  have,  obje^ed  to  a  Uni^n, 
leilf  the  ^44J^x>n^l  number  of  members  from  Ireland 
might  ^ker  the  conftitution  of  the  houfe,  and  make  it 
top  ,uftw#idy,  or  give  too  much  weight  to  the  demo- 
citato  fcalanpe. 

The  Eaft  India  bill  in  England  was  objected  to,  as 
pvuxg^too  much  influence  to  the  minifter,  but  all  the 
the  EaJft  India  bilk  that  were  ever  framed  fell  ihort  of 

G  thia 


^aanagq  300  will  remain  to  manage  100  5  and  if  there 
be  any  to  fpare,  it  will  be  at  the  minifter's  difoofalj  fof 
the  other  fide  of  the  water.    . 

In  fhort,  exclufive  of  all  its  injuries  to  Ireland,  it  if 
t>ig  with  danger  to  the  old  fabric  of  the  Britiih  consti- 
tution, an^  if  it  falls/  th$  empire  goes  with  it*  an<$ 
they  and  wje  and  all  of  us  fall  down* 

«>  ■ 

Convinced  as  I  am  of  the  numerous  and  tremendous 
evils  attendant  on  this  meafure  to  us,  to  the  Britiih  con* 
&t#t}oji  and  tQ  the.  empire*  I  muft.  fe^l  much  regret 
^at  |  3fft>  in  a  minority  pn  the  question,  but  I  have  a 
^roAg  cpn^d^nce  thsft  th^t  minority  will  be  fuccefsfu^ 
19  defeating  it.  It  i$  inu>9ffible  to  fuppofe  that  minit. 
ter§  <sp  think  of  yrpceediag  agaijjft  $e.  determine^ 
fenfe  of  the  120  members  who  compofe  it,  two-thirds, 
of  th?  county  mem,bers  among  them,  and  fupported 
b„y  the  voice  of  the  nation.  £ook  op  your  tablfc  at  the 
petitions  from  25  counties,  from  8  principal  cities  and 
towns,  and  from  Dublin :  23  of  tl^e  counties^  convened 
by  legal  notice  have  from  time  to  time  declared  againfl 
i$,  and  twenty  of  .them-  unanii^qufly.  Tfhe  whole 
merc^ntil?  intereft  <tepr$cate  it,  ^yherfver  yoq  go,, 
wbpjppev^r  you  talk  yfith  out  of  dopxs,  you  ^e&r  it  rip* 
probated  univerfally.  Every  day  brings  new  coavic-:; 
tion  of  the  abhorrence  in  which  it  is  ftel^  t£royghpjj£. 
the  kingdon\.  * 

» 
It  is  the  faftuon  to  fay  the  country  is  agitated,   and 

certain  letters  written  by  three  members  of  parliarosnt 

have  been  held  fo*th  as  y^conftitutional  a^  ipflamma-., 

tory.    Tffys  i$  the.  fir#  tijp^  J  ?v^r  heard  a  yfi(^  iq ; 

•    ,.„  ,    gentlemea 
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j&itkmen  to  know  the  real  feintiment  of  the  freehold- 
ers by  legal*  meetings  to  be  convened  by  the  ihenffi, 
infuhed  by  fuch  appellations.  The  noble  lord  and  h'i 
friends  faid:  the  fenfeof  the  nation'was  with  the  ihea- 
fure.  -We  doubted  the  fkft,  and  the  legal  and  un- 
doubted right  of  our  conftituents  to  tell  us  their  fen- 
timents  could  alone  afcertam  it. 

No*  fir,  thai  letter  did  not  irritate,  it  was  intended 
lo  appeal?';  tot  I  will  tell  yon  what  has  irritated,  the 
reviving  this  ruinous  meaftire  after  its  rejeftion  laft 
year.  The  appeal  nominal  which  this  noble  lord  and 
his  friends  referted  to  ^gainft  the  decifion  of  partial 
ment— the  refufing  county  meetings,  which  are  the 
conftitutioital  mode  of  colle&ing  the  fenfe  of  the  free- 
holder^ and  fending  papers  direfted  to  no  man,  nei- 
ther addrefs,  nor  petition,  nor  inftruftions,  but  a 
pledge  of  opinion  through  all  die  chapels,  the  mar- 
kets, the  public  houfes,  and  even  the  lowed  cabins 
for  fignatures,  and  fetting  thofe  up  againft  this  houfe  and 
the  general  voice  of  the  kingdom,  fetting  up  the  abfentee 
againft  the  refident,  and  retting  on  his  property,  which 
he  leaves  to  agents  as  a  teft  of  fuperior  attachment  and 
fuperior  knowledge  of  the  true  interefts  of  the  king- 
dom. 

I  fcarce  need  mention  the  ijnconftitutional  ufe  to 
which  the  place  bill  has  been  perverted,  and  the  offering 
this  laft  and  moft  monftrous  propofal  of  applying  the 
public  money  to  purchafe  public  rights  from  private 
individuals. 

Thefe  fir,  have  irritated  the  people  and  agitated  the 
country,  and  the  fboner  the  agitation  is  at  an  end  the 
better,  I  (hall  therefore,  before  I  fit  down,  conclude 

not 
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Bot  by  propofiog  an  amendment  or  giving  a  negative, 
but  by  moving  that  you  leave  the  chair,  in  order  to 
put  a  total  end  to  the  queftion,  for  I  believe  there  are 
many  who  vote  for  this  meafure  becaufe  they  have  not 
ieen  its  mifchief,  to  them  I  fpeak  particularly,  and  I 
cannot  but  ftrongly  hope  that  before  it  finally  quits  the 
houfes,  before  the  laft  vote  is  given,  the  ingenuous  love 
of  true  liberty,  that  zeal  for  their  native  country  which 
lias  at  times  burft  forth  in  this  houfe  and  decided  the 
nation's  happinefs,  will  again  fpring  forward,  and  that 
before  they  feal  the  doom  of  Ireland  they  will  confider 
how  little  the  frowns  and  the  favours  of  government 
ought  to  weigh  in  fuch  a  caufe;  that  they  wdll  recoil  from 
the  n^e^fure,  and  blefs  the  patriotic  ftruggle  which  wiH 
have  given,  them  time  to  refleft,  and  allowed  them  to  fave 
themfelves  from  remorfe  and  their  country  fr9m  ruiiu 

I  moye,  fir,  that  you  leave  the  chair. 


•, 


mm 


I 


'  The 
places- 
Great 


nion  false 
adiluFe  o$ 


.■ 


PPENE 


£•*. 

*5 

I 

15 

• 

■• 

I 

I 

o 

4 

t 

.  o 

8 

i 

o 

i 

12 

H 

o 

3 

12 

-»4 

« 

O 

'.    2 
II 

■ 

<rding 

4> 

to  th< 

>f  the"  hide. 

• 

• 

* 

u- 

12 

H 

lu- 

O 
/  12. 

v           * 

4 
14 

J2 

*+. 

12 

.14 

a 

12 

H 

• 

12 

H 

12 

H 

f 

.    12 

H 

I 


12       14 


^gautf 


-  I*  14  I 


1IVV 


MX, 


6  per  cwt. 
o  per  cwt. 
3t7o     per  cwt 


1 


,8- 

7? 


per 


lb. 


1 


5       Free  except  a  ccouotetvairwg 
*  duty. 


o|£     per  12  lbs.      1. 


£io.    o    o 


4 
8VW 


each 
each 


2  defcription 


16     o     o 


Free  excepta  countervailing  duty, 
by  way  of  Inland  excife. 


«* 


pe*  pair 


t 


IO     o    o 


10     o     c 


£.  S.D. 

Iron  and  Hardware    -  12  14  1 
Iron  japanned  t  -  19     12 

Ivory  wrought,  unrated  12  14  1 


if  in  combs 
Linen  Floor  Cloth 
linen  Oil  Cloth  . 
Mats  * 

iRdliiier y-ware 
Linfed  Oil 
Rape  Oil     ;      - 
Train  03 
Painters  Colours 

rJWac 


-  o     1  ^2^  per  lb. 

-  1*  14  i 
-01  :t'ii  per  yd. 

-  12*  14  1 

-  13  14  .1 

-  10  i#  6&  per  ton 

-  10  18  6j9v  per  ton 

-'  *     3  5t£  pcrton 

-  12  14  1 


£.  S.  D. 

1000 
10  o  o 
free, 
free, 
free, 
free, 
free. 
10  o  o 


free. 


free. 


O  2f§ 


J  per  ream 
w  per  iolb. 


.1^   - 
Brown 

to 

f     4^.  per  ream 

**  - 

3^  * 

» .    • 
Card 
.0  -. 

- 

3f  per  lb. 

£ 

Painted 

J 

if  per  lb. 

4 

*•  • 
Preffing 

t 

<*2  ojf  ^er  100  leave$ 
I       -f»perlb.    • 

*i 

Writing 

- 

3|  per  lb. 

Perfumery 

-  it  14  1 

P« 

jwter  wrqii 

ight 

9  4ii  pcrcv 

free 
except 
coun- 
tervail- 
*  ing  du- 
ties for 
Inland, 
exdfe* 


free 


£  Tin  Plates  fingle 
£     of  300  plates 

<  Tm  Plates  double 
£     of  2  00  plates. 

q$it« 


-  12  J4  l 


7  oi|pJT3oopltsfree 

14  1  i I  pr  jooplts  free 

free 


APPENDIX. 


Rock  Salt,  per  Ton, 

White  Salt,  per  B did,' 

Sadlery, 

Silk  Manufacture,  per  lb. 

Silk  and  Cottoq  fnixqd  Ma« 


£.  $.   D.        £.   S.  D. 
>  To  Continue. 

§ 

12   14      I  10     &     O 

b    8  ro&      10    o    o 


I 


r 


nufa&ure, 
SHk%ita  Worfted  mixed, 
Soap,  - 

Starch,  per  Cwb 

Stationary*  \ *.  . 

Upholftery  Ware, 

•7   .   ►•      ■      * 

Brafs  Wire,  per  Cwt. 
■Iron  Wire,  ,|SerC*<rr. 
Steel  Wire,  per  lb. 
Wood  Ware,  ' 


M   14     X 


14..I4     I 
x   12   F4     I 

o    7    7**' 

x%  14  'l 

y    12  14    r 

•  •  * 

-05  iof 
004 

12  14     I 


Free. 
Free* 

Free* 


Anall  Artfdes*n'Qrtf«iL   jfc  j&_  * 


%ee. 

Free. 

tfree .  y  r 

Free, 

Free* 

Free* 

Free* 


t 


» »  \  *  ' 


< 


AN 


ACCURATE    REPORT 

'  O*   TH» 


SPEECH 


OF 


WILLIAM    SAURIN,    ESQ, 


IK   THB 


turn  HOW*  OF  COMMONS, 


ON   FRIDAY,  till  II ST  Or  FEBRUARY,  tS0O> 


pit  THE  QUESTION  OF  A  LEGISLATIVE  UNION  ~ 


WITH 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 


DUBLINj 

*RIMTft0  BT  J?  MOORS,  45,  COLLICE-CRSItf* 


1800. 


/ 
* 


# 


SVX- 


*  *"• 


t .»-:       . 


H         "*  i 


».      "tV" 


.  , ,     .  v 


,.  :--m 


:  /.  f 


v;  ,  .  • 


>  •      .       <  -      ' 


.   > 


i, 


\  • 


:$  •; 


*t; 


»   «-.   » 


i  » »       «  (  ;    .  i 


.-     A     •    .  4  ( 


* 


«-      > 


/ 

i  i 


, ,  i 


l< 


4  •  v    • 


<;  v  -  «■  .. 


•t«  ■  < 


»<<  ■-« 


*k<< 


"     *1'  Tt  ■    r  i     .  ■■■,.    ■   ■—■—■  ■■■  i  y—  i  iiw     '■■'ft' 


S  P  E  £  Q  H,    &q, 


mt—+tm*m*mimm+—*m 


.  We  feem  to  differ  not  on  a  principle,  bu* 
,*  fa&.    It  feems  not  to  be  difputed  that  the  Par- 
liament of  Ireland  cannot,  ought  not  to  impofe 
a  new  eonftitution  on  the  nation  againft  its  con- 
•  fent ;  1/ve  feem  to  agree  that  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, the  tfuftees  and  reprefentatives  of;  the 
people,  ought  not  to  f$t  up  for  themfetves  and 
affume  the  right  of.adttng  again  ft  the  fenfe  and 
fentiment  of  the  nation,      The  freft  commenda- 
tion of  this  Houfe  is,  to  be  the  organ  of  the 
public  will,-— and  the  perfection  of  the  confHtu* 
-  ticm  is,  that  the  fentiments  of  the  nation  and  Hi 
reprefentatives  fhoulc}  be  in  unifon?    It  is,  there* 
fore,  moft  important  to  eftablifti  fome  criterion 
by  which  the  fenfe  and  the  fentiment  of  the  na-r 
tkm  may  be  afcertaincd.— It  is  roundly  aflerted, 
by  the  Miniftex,  thht  it  is  in  favour  of  the  piea* 
fore  |  by  the  oppofition,  that  it  is  againft  it.— t 

Affertiou 


► 


,(     4      ).       - 
Affertion  proves    nothing.— I   had    the  fywVff 
Hfiifia5S<ft^g,fl-t6I  tfce  Minitfer,  as  the  b<»&  coa- 
fimjtwhal >^tfirfo£ribtt *'  'which"  occurred     to   mg* 
tH*t<thi«  iPa^lkm^Ht  ffrtiuld  Ibecliflblved,  and  tiwt.'he 
fljpjuktbanafiother;\vith  notice  of  thef  qu^ipi^  Xhi$ 
kcfdedibes-^for  reafons  which  I  apprehend  are .  ota 
TObuft  4rid  on  which  every  gentleman  can,  cojn-* 
inenhWrhat  being  declined,  it  ftrikes  me  {hat  $? 
heil  and  fureft parliamentary  criterion  ipi#  j^  ,% 
ascertain:  on  Which  fi#e  of  the  Houfe  |s  t,p  be^fawnd^ 
the  reparefpntatibn  of  the  gfeateft  proportions  th&;i 
wealth,  and  populatiPn   of  the  country,  t.  Jf  $atu 
<;(4teriaa -fee- adopted j  it  mtift  "defeat  the  me^fnr%is 
-yQnAhe  lide  of  the  opp^fitton  are  to/  be  Jfoim^ 
thflteprefestatiyfes  of  the  metropolis,  and  of,$h^^ 
qawntycpfi  Bu/bHn,'  the  reprefentatives  ,of -^^^..1. 
ty-icDUiitiesi,    If  thefe  icriterions  fhall,  noj.  be_ad*  ,i 
mitred;'  look  If©  'the  petitions  pn ,  the  ta^Ie,  frprax » 
t\?»itt}jufix.'<<iunties.    .tTntefs  fprneotlj^  qr<  bet^id 
<jrtte^nriean::*)ereforted,  to  the.  danger  is,gxea.t1fcna.t  ,v 
you^r©  preying'  this?'  meafure  againft  the'  fenfe^,  S 
feijiiment'of  the'  patfon.^'WhVt  is,  tW'Qriv?^pp,hy  t  -4 
Vh/ehithe^irfrlter  Would  afcertain  it  ?  r  Afe^tiqn,!.^  . 
^nddtttehitig!'  e'lie^uplefs-  he;  wi.ir^eJrort'to.fh^di^iuL 
graceful  and  .uncotjflltuUonal appeal ^,whi^,wa,«;  d 
wade4bjTth>  'Pp^ermiient  frc  W  th&  fenfe  oftFanli,  ,a 
ameat - iw^M [  'ie#6^  to  the  >ofe*  ^ot  ,p£  the^v; 
comm.\m  bf  the    populace.,    feu't  .the^a^en.  ) 
?Pi"4  .wObe^of  gf$teV  magoitu^ertiian|ha^Jof,.\.v. 
ml  3-.1  ^  •/    —     ■-  -        prei£;*g      ' 


W,i— ' 


/ 
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j#£ffing  ttiis  meafure  through  Parlfameftt  adrift 
tfte  'fetife  of  the  nation  j  the,  itatatoMiidy  4bs;pet+ 
ftUifled  to  believe  that  U  is  preffed  cpmrfry  tolh* 
decided  promife  of  the  Minifter,  agaioft  the*ui£ 
ftifiuenced  fenfe  of  the  Parliament  Stfelf ;  they  may 
b£' perfuaded  that  the  fenfe  of  Parliament  i$  to*  btf 
fotftid  iii'an  oppofition  of  izp  independent  t&prefenf 
tSfivis  not  ibonnefted  by  any  party  or  fadtion,  metf 
tffkckiiqwledged  property,  integrity^  atid  indepen^ 
dbti&i'ampn'gft  whom  are  to  be  found  tnpn  who  hav£ 
J&tlficed  tQ  that  oppofition  their  office*  and  eroohi- 7 
ntettt  ;4tnen  whofe  namesfirora  their  coudu&  in  thefe> 
trtfttfiiOTdns,  will  be  remembered  in  this  $ount*y -j 
wWhPfevei'ence,   when  their,  perfons  will  he  fof«f'r 
gtffifcn^  an*  oppofition    comprizing  the  reprefenf  .'- 
tatkm  t>f  the  wealth  $nd  population  of  the  coun- 
tryU*-Tlie£  will  view  our  proceedings— they  will  • 
examine"  and(  analyze  the  Minifter's majpritjww 
ShWtdHhe  nation  ht  "persuaded  that  the  majority  v> 
yrA*l)pto£i*Tcd  by  the    undue -exercife  of  the  paf  \ 
trcfa&ge  of  the  crown,  by   promifes  of  office:  and 
em<rfdttierif,  to  individual  mem  berg  fij>r  Importing  -t 
^hitf  tVW*5r  nieafaref  which,  if  true,,  wq^d be'abibk   ?■ 
tuteV«ledrrtiptbn.~By  ,  the  .  abufeu  ,of    the.   Ffetfe  '; 
Bitt^  *an v  a$  made  expf efsly  foe  ,the:  prtftrvatiob^ : 
of  tHs-  purtty1  arid' independence  of.  Parliament^ '■■'■: 
thaeit^asW  majority,  confifting  ajipqit  eatir$ly<>f- 
Gen&fcta^  Abiding  offices  or  .plu.ces,  at, ithe  ptea*^ 
furtf^of^l^irawtfT-nof  ad  venturers  from  the  bar 


*o\  t<L?  .  , 


— sOf 


©f  adventurers  from  the  Brhi(h  army,  of  men  wfy* 
would  have  no  fcruple  to  fubje&  thfe  property  of 
this  kingdom,  in  which  they  have  up  ihare,  tp  qt 
foreign  Parliament,  to.  traffic  the  ihdepgpdenc^.of 
Ireland,  for  a  perfonal  independence  for  ttyetaffclves 
r-aipajority  procured  by  a  projeft  the  moil  jjneon? 
flitutional  and  ofFenfive,  the  moft  violaXory  of  Parlja- 
mentary  privilegei— I  mean  the  proje&  of  pecuniary 
compenfation  for  th^j  yote,  by  which  the?  Pariia* 
ment  of  Ireland  is  to  be  extingui(h$d,  a  projefl: 
in  which  the  Minifter  fcems  to  outrage  every  le* 
gal  and  coqftitutional  principle  ;  making  ^hat  ^ 
Subject  of  pecuniary  compenfation  for  {he  purpofp 
of  his  meafure,  what  neither  the  law  Or  the 
pemftiuuion  evpr  acknowledged  to  be  the:  fiibjeft 
pf  pecuniary  estimation.  ,T.he  influence  by  which 
the-  vpte£  of  freemen  ^re- obtained  for  returning 
Members,  into.  Parliament.,  Should. ihe  nation  be 
perfyaded  to  view  the  majority  in  fuch  a  light^T 
ihudder  at  the  confequence-^on  what  foundation* 

rjn.  that  event,  would  ^n  Union    and  conne&k*i 

^ith;  Great  Britain  {land?    If  a  new  Conftitutkpi 

;{hould   b?  impofed  on  this  nation  by  open  forest 

^owld,  any    man   fay   that  the    nation  would  be 

pound  to  fubmit  to  it— would  it  not  be  aqueftion 

.  fpf  )pcufienc;e  .  anci  nece#ity  whether  i%  ft,oij|4 
Jjefuhmitted  fp-*r-if  the  -nation  fhoiild  beperfu^ 
^d*  that  a  new  conflitution  was  impofed  on  it 
by  fraud?— on  what  foundation    will  fuch  a  con? 

ftitution 


V 


(      7     ) 

ft  hut  ion  fbmd.  1  dread  \n  fueh  a  cafe  when  the 
Britifh  Cabinet  ia  pfocefs  of  time  may  fall  into 
weaker  fcarids,  when  her  Counfels  ifiray  b#  >diftra<9t* 
ti9  that  Ireland  may  exhibit  the^  exewnpte  of 
another  America*  But  why  prefs'&fwafd  thb 
ineaftire  now-^it  is  plain  it  fcanndt-be  carried  at* 
prefent  ■  as  a  meafure  of  Union — the  Minifter :  peri 
haps  may  Carry  it  as  a  ministerial  mealing  and 
jAaimain  his  majority  3  may  carry  it  as  a  meafure  of 
divifion,  as  a  meafure  of  fubjugation^butaS  a  mea* 
fure  of  Union  it  carinot;  fee  carried.— Gctl  grant  it 
may  riot  be'  intended,  by  introducing  a  hhvt  foui*C& 
tof  aivifion  atfd  deftra&ion  into  this  uhhappy  efcun* 
tryi  to  purfue  a  fyftenr  of  MaehiaV^lian  policy  a| 
eflerttially  neCeflary  for  the  Brkifli  feoverfairient1^ 
IrelafkL  r  j 

-  But  why,  if  the  me&fure  be  honeft  and  VeH  xp* 
tended,  and  I  am  perfuaded  the  Noble  lord  does 
tially  and  fiiicerefy  believe  it  to  be  fuch,  i^hy  pfefs 
it?  if  abandoned  for  the'  prefent  it  Wilf  not  be 
loft~if  it  bd  a  meafure    of    intrinfic    merit;    If 

,  m 

U '  can  ftilfil  all  that  it  promifes,  give  the 
Nation  hut  time,  and  it  will  call  for  it;— • 
His*  Majefty  has  Recommended  it  %  the  Btittfh 
Parliament  has  approved  of  it;  it  bnly  remains 
/of  the  triih  Parliament  and  Nation  to;  embrace 
it  If  it  pfopofes  a  Constitution'  better  than 
tfur  own,  if  its  merits  and  advantages  -aire  «fo  bb-» 
Yknfs  and  palpatble,  tho*  our    underftand fogs  are 


-  -  !' 


;l 


(  »  ) 

flow,     abd    bur    capacities  'dull/    we    tauft    af 

-  length  difcover  thepij  and  if  fot  the  meafure  will 

then  be    what  it   fcannot    be  now*    a  meaftirft  jgl 

Utrioq;;]  therefore  conjure  the  Minister:  Tcco^ 


friends,  riot  to  ,prefsk  upon  us  agairift  .our  ^u^fiw 
Hangings  and,  our  fentiments^  Ka  new  Gonlti(uti©p 
which  we  do  nqt  underftand,  and  eannot -appfcoyeu 
J  conjure  them  t&  reftere  unapimity  to  thi&Houfi^ 
and  peace  to -the  couptry~wi*h  regard  ,  to  the  rrtf#- 

*  ■  .  ,         *      »  *•  • 

fiire  itfelfi  I  will  take  the  KhftrtjMo  frtofppfcfqiit 
little  time  on  the  patience^  the  cc^mittee^  R^y 
pjpinipn  hmfatn.  uiiifonnlyf  that  it  if  a  proje^  raflb 
and  Uif  advifed*  tending  to  plice  fche  Brittih  cpur^e»  s 
ign  in  thLs  JunjtdonTQiia  new  aaid  infeeure  fomida- 
tferi-s-that  epmnejxioa  which  at  <prefent  lftands  on  $ 
fppndatitftf*  in,  my  tnind*  never  to.be  ihakenu  Dif 
I'  belie ve.  our /Union  $nd  »capnfexioB.-withvG;real 
Jkitai#.  was:  is  danger^ oar  Jiable. to  be  (hak^n,  to 
fcjfenjbd  to  onr  Welfare  dol  efteem  it,ithat  I  flipiiJd 

»*  .  ■*    -         >, 

fee  forejtiofivinr adopting*  any  tneafee  to:  preferyj^ 
if  i  but  I  confidtor  the  prdent  meafure  as  mpfr  dan> 
gerou4|o  thai connexion— my opinion?,  has :  bega. 
unifornjiy  t)mU  it  is, a  pm$z&  nyichkhgc a  Umoq 
ifid  connc-RijWl  <tf>  ft&ty  and  independence,  f^>T  a 
Union  of ;  igfettflrityt  and  dependency.  -P**,  Fh^l 
foundation  does? our  Union  and  connex^ou  v wii^ 
Great  Britain ;  *:  rprefent,  flaiid  ?    the    fm^icag. 

-v-  .        •    •     -      ■    •  •   ,. ...      -  .j*.    ami  J 
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W'to^^f  Ws   and  tonttinitW  V-tjiii 
^8?gaoftry  itJ  iR>rm$  and  is  an  efTenfiaJ  and*  infepe* 
fime  'of  ¥he  eotiftittttidn  of  IreIafid-»-it  anfes  from 
ffle^ojieriat ion  and  effect  of  the  a<ft  of  annexation, 
pai&a  fd  long' ago  asr  in  the  feign  of  King  Sen. 
Vlflif.  by  which  the  crown  Of  Ireland  is  infeparably, 
ifid  for  ever  annexed  to  the  crown  of  England ; 
by  the:  operation  of  *hich  aift,  the  fubje&s  of  his 
jtfajdfy  tit  this  kingdom  and  hi  Great  Britain,  are 
IHlow  futfj&fts  of  rtre  fata e  king,  fffriit  on$  grea* 
family  utrder  one  head,  the  farther  of  his  people— - 
linked  and  contie&fed  by  our  common  bond  of 
^Deghnce,  frnpoffible  whilft  that  eohftitution  lafts 
to  be  ever  but  in  a  ftate  of"  tfnton  arid  inlity— atiy 
after  between lfe<e!tew furbjedtabf  the  fates  king* 
ktmld  involve  them  in  the' crime  af  high  frcafon,  • 
reparation  or  war;tts  cotrfequetrce  the*efd*e  is  im* 
^ofobfe.^That  Uflion  and  connexion  i$  ifrength^ 
%tipd  And  fecured  by  the  aft  of  thecuft'  and  wd 
if  lit*  Mfcfcfty,  by  which  it  te  eifential  to  the  paf- 
J5hg  of  ah  Irifo  ad*  /  Ofc  PtfrHaatfeih  thit  it-  ttib\i\$ 
ItfSr&nfmlttfcd  ftwtiOmt  ^rHain  to  Ireland,  uri- 
jto&  t»e '  great  feal  of  Bngianttdy  "by  the  effafr of 
jftftti&K  hi*  Majefty  nrofr^ffeftlt'to'oar  TaWs,  Wot 
jfotylin  hi*  capacity  of  King  6(  <  Ireland "  but  M 
Mtiig  of  Qrtdt  Britain  a'nd- fof  fij<;h|,  his  aA,  tie; 
Jfttiiftbr'tb  whom  thar  feat  Is  itnmfted,  is  anfwera* 
:Kg^ttre  BVhHh  PaMatnetff,  an*  t6  the  Britilh  na-- 
itSfi.-i-But  it  (lands  on  frill  flronger  grounds — Our 
Union   and   Connexion  are   founded1    in %  long' 

B  habit3 
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habits  and  lifage-— tbe  belt  and  fureft  foundation 

of  all  political  inftttutiatfs— in  our  habits  and  pre* 

jp^jrs^rjp  jtn»tu*l  intenegs  $tiA  ,mutualbaflfe8l- 

oiWiii  'We ;ferv*  in  thejasie  flee^  ree«uit  addtcifli- 

cer  the  fame  armies,  rejoice  at  the  lame  vi&$ffkl> 

»wr»  ot  t  h^  -feme  defeat8*rr*Doea  pert  Altera  Aon- 

flitutipnal  Irifhman  cQi}fi4er  every  Britain  afnhis 

feUaw   fpbjeft  ?    I  would  be   bold  to  affett*  tlfct 

A$y,ery '  Englishman  at  jhe  end    of  ,  ft  ■. .  ^ettf&Qf n  *f 

Union, with  Scotland,    confukra  anc  :iri|hfcapj*s 

much  hi*  fellow-fubjed  as  be  coofiders  a  ;&c#cds- 

,man«— But  itjfe  Ciid  we  havejtift  efeaped  a  *fehd~ 

lion,  that  it*  obj^^as  the  fepajr^tioavof  the^itfttD 

countries,.  khMq  deftroy  the,  Brit iflb  .  c«fcnexian 

ill:  Ireland*    Jbet  it  bfer;  examined' i  ;J  defireiuo 

Ifronge  r -proof  <hat.  (he  3ritiih  connexion  in  bf - 

Jaad  is  im^egnabk&aod  above  the  reachvdf  e*wy 

> damger-*that  «  Rebellion ,  was  .not  of  Irifh  grotftb, 

at  fprung  (rom  thejucobitiifna  md  Revolutionary 

.prinelple*  i®f  FrjH&ee,  rit;had-%j8^ 

ifland  of  Great  Brito^ .  J  ^poal  to  hiaa$s**to 

ithe  frrfpeiifipa  of  the  Ha^^<5ofcpUftfBaW*Q  iis 

vario^s^nd  numfccrJe&  p^ofecutlonBHH^to  xtb*  file* 

porta #of  the.  Secret  Gonitnkieefc  of  tfee  rBnbtth 

Parliament,  in  which. ii  is  dtdared.tthatnthpi  «oq- 

ipiracy  hadaficftpd  thewtbolo  IflaflidH^WwIlfltierib- 

jodl  wasf  even  to  (feiWrate^  tdiejWMted;  coum*rj(  ftf 

Scotland  froffii;  England,  acrd  lofieAa&liflrifiWwrc^y 

Junder  the  name  of  republic^!**  both  iparfattf($& 

clflanct^kls  it  to  b»  <  wondered* that  >  huiptteAi  jiftfo 


t 


(  r-  ■" 

•o  V      » 


^tt^tadiwitufaufed^  ratfkl^  foil- — a  weSker^Ert&iti- 

-noA  os^alplrtwy^ ^idfcpiJflitaft  fcsvd:  Was'  otfe*SW*e 
tfdr«icbbfcP#oft»  the  '•-Mrttibert*  It'Vofo  pre  head  W, 
*%U  *ki*m  that  wtere  engaged  in  h,  the  length  of 
tai^f<rt:%hfeh?it  *fli8  ftlfler&l  «&  4»kc  foot;  attd 
^ei^6i^'&o^4b»ii^:.«Mi8   its  *i*b^<;fu*Iy  >afcfe#- 
~4siK*d*  n0vfc^itw  w^   the  <i^ft  of  atidifeenDed 
-bd*s&f thb  ^gajteuftfoa .v#f  x  the  •. 0>ft*iuit4^i,  arfd  af" 
atot^i^mi^'  ptrti  of /ii,  ^the  Hrki^  c^nneittoti, 
rifcatij&e,  Pavlfetftfeat  of  Ir4&nd  With  fc***mamy 
Meomtnutokfeted  energy  and  fire  to*  the  emotive' 
-grivcnrnrti«^i^)nob^t}s  tile  gerrtry,  the  pro*eflI-  * 
^o»<^  titer:  ^mdtropoH^  the  ;  Hierchant,  the    artifati , 
^iteUcajb  rfoafad  the:  Qwrfritutiooy    and  the  Brftiih 
yocaoefckftv,  >is  bun  eiftnti^l  ^rt  of  it;  and  in  a 
^hw^m^^^orio^  the  weft  form  idabley  that 

ok^ikeai/!gath»ip#  ftreogth  for  years,  was  dit 
fcoinflfet^aaod  Jcteifeated,  Hs  teaders  cut  off,  and 
-tfife  rtfy  fptritoFt  ir  fubduecL  I  therefore  &y  the 
rtJtmflitutabn;  and  -the  Britilh  cotmextoti .  have  bean 

pat  upbnUriaV  ainl  toivd  fibod  proof.  Suehvand- 
-t^taflatfi^ -i^  ^netep  a^ain  to  b$  appreh*ftd*d*  .but 
iif  k  rfcwcta  be  ttflde^  I  fbould;  c^hoofe  rather  -to  re- 
yljoiwj^hfiifaine  ftrength  m&  fpftik  J^r  wfcfch  Jtowft 
^J^jifl^  iharh  to  place  riiy  reliance  on  a  new-  arid 
<*Wrfe*fe*urity.  Butttur €onftitutidn,  whklvh& 
*$&£*  4flailed  by  one  fet  of  enemies,  is  nowaflailed 

by  another^   We  are  told  it  is  knperf^dt  and  ineffici- 
ent, 


•        7     ' 
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en*,  »nd  oug;l« inc  the  ^r^igirit. ^. J^gljWMfeHj 
and  ;%yo1ixtiQfl,  .to  b<if  eflinguifced.  #&  j&Hfoo 
tutiou  ^o^fifts,!  a*,  iO{(}Gre4t  j&ritapi, 5  of  ^J^ftgap 

a  Houfe  of  f eer^  an4?V.  tfeU.  ^ffi^»JWj(,  SMmfaii 
ed  of  the  ^eprefeptar^ve*  of,  jib.*  Peopte^^a^^o 
is  the  foundation;  of ,  tbfi.  fubjjp#a .  iH^>! WA  Jjfctti' 
eurity  in;  both  kingdoms  that  th*y  ,*re  «#•  M>J4$:  il 
to  an^  law$,  byt  that  tfjhyjb. a|jj.riiade;^y  ..tJMfaflPrit 

ParJiarnjpnj^  ?&V  Ujoje.  wtye  *M&<;  *!*?  tltlfciMPjd 
fubjeft  to  JthVe.la.w8  .th&jifel^ .  ftat  dp»>pilr>d 
perty ,  cahoot  .be  ?u  bje#r,*o  any,  \v&h\ ,  %itn<9ltaAi  r 
are.  ijppp/ed  by;theii.o^n  .-'SMgumtyktlMts  ifcdtTt 
thofe.yyho.. JmR*>f?:,  thpie "*ts&m  #tm  4W>fc:l*wil-l2 
fel ves„ to  ,tjjat  faction,  Thin  co^fi  tMttfl  the  feun  «*• 
datioij;  of  'the^/ubj^  Mlfilip  ^d^fecuwl^riitoiu' 
this  /efD£#;. tije,  „CpRflmiUqn ; pf,  uhf, twac»u«><  q 

tries  |p: ^q^l  a^di |^^i#r«n}W!l  *» ^^*ftI/i»-dMdfe> < i 

to  thfcpri^pf  r*^  - 

and  jjfc  ar^.toiii    tfv#,  th*  &»tift   Barliam**.  T 

has  4)6 rigjjt. p^f  apRJntijig.ROd  I}ftiit&$ithe fiio^qfc 
eeffion,pf  jtb^^Crpwfp,-  th^-w,  ft^uMihoJWitibiK'anul 
dero^aryipm  q«r  ip&pe^deacfciftiui  tUsiuewAi^ 
offere^,,aa  aj^fe, »r.  ,ai  anjer.pf  tb*?0fi§fatHlg.:'< 
caufc8f  .^ihjaf  ARea^i^ijp/  *£ato%  tfct*e.<me«er  ia 
was  a^J^PfJS  flpal^an/i,  x^m  -preliBejjj,  ia  h&i  « 
by  th$va#s;  Qf,.,pnjtje«i4»att  :  weufcaje  r  Jintked  ofor^v 
Crown,  ,%,evei;  .ifo-th$.£)kft.-pE  Ufliqfci  awdniQoB'M  '* 
n^ioi}*^  jtyye,  d#qd(|d.%^wr(.,thati«^.^t«M  -»: 
prefer^p^yejan^.kjng;  alwg  wlft  gtigtari,  tfe*  wii 

have  t|^^|e^^Tt|F^0!«;  wi^hpUt  v%«>w^f  i*?^<iM«MMy  ^?- 
„„'"'  therefore 


\}    ' 


,} 


theftR^  chini  the  right  Of  limiting  the crown 
of' 'JSft&fc  BHtaitt,  kvtouldbe  in  fift  repealing 
fxfrSbforiirig  from  the  principle  of  the  ad  of  an- 
nei*«ron .^But  let*  the  abfurdlty— the  fucceffian 
oPUke1  croWn  is  limited,  and  perhaps  it  never 
Hia^  ttt  tb&  end :  of  thne,  be  neceflafy  again  to 
lirfjfi^fce  fucceffioh  of  thi  ettiiwn;  and  theje- 
foWfltfWtfef  to  acquire  a  pofrer  which  cannot 
bePftke^clfcd,  ahd  Which  perhaps  there  never  may 
be  Wloccafion  of  -excrcifihg  to  the  end  of  time, 
anif  Fr6o^  jealo^fy;  or  I  know  not  what  fenti- 
mmi  bctauft  Ae  Britifli  parliament  has  the  right 
of  Smiting*  tfte  fncccffioii  of  its  own  crown — we 
are  now  requited  to  throw  after  that  power, 
inwrfthe  h^dsof  tfoe  Britifti  parfiiihfcnt,  all  the 
.  powttt  and ;  att  the  rights  of  the  parliament  of 
Ind*ad*-*it  migfrt  be  in  argument  for  a  feparatift 
— t*t  it  is  argument  moft  inconfiftent  from  an 
Vjnmmdb  TSiial  m&y  venture  to  fay,  does  not 
appea*  *l  fufidfetit  totifon  to  any  gentleman  ,fbr' 
furrendeiing  aid  extingnifiringthc*  independent 
fegi&rture  of  irdafli  But  it  is  faid,  we  ftatife 
no  jhare  or  comxrn  in  the  ifnp&ial  tranftftion* 
of  th©  empire j  atld  our  pridt  is  again  aflailed;^ 
,  andvitt  isi  argnoi  becawfe  we  want  fomethidg 
.  which,  htusi  of  moment,  thfrt  we  fhduld  give : 
everyiilkiilfl th»t  is  of  moment  to  the  country* 
its  iod^aden(f>kgiflattut^bttt  let  m  examine 
,  thiamin?  nsbherof  the  two  kingdom* 'has  eithef 

!  tauiftuafi|a!$^^ 

i  »'.  i    .  ,  or 
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W  the  kiit^biK?  it  is  ti-li^  thrift  &3&fitifff 
'rogrtiw  >flfc>afc*  teobtifctl  ty''tto  lllJa<Ptfi3*3dP 
bis  Aiajeft^  «iittifter^f;  the  >&rferiient  tftky  «& 

the  prmrjgirfv*  tfflfoa  tbe  *told"tt^tii^*&$ipKi 
ihr^reffe  ouc  the  fattier  aewar  i^thi  v^^idl/kbe? 
king^ifubjeas,  tMejriaw  all  lffe&ediby  ^hisoccmo 
neiefen^  witfcfweign  ftatft^ii-I  sftknitf^itifhfc^ 
4Gongro*He*er  r  did  fltftiflx  uml*|ftar^  tBatiiiwMKh 

tire  when^in;  mafctefs  *oiuJfirqiff$  tfee  wfateagmfu 
ptoite! ^prtedgadw  :k  c^oifoi  Umter  tfoitab 
tixmlyotad  jaafc-ths  affatiti^^Ad  fiririii.|BDflu^r 
nmntiand  jbhe  &itifl>  -©adorn  .;I>  a^u  qWBte  i£uis* . 
fidoktdsintiWbftj  niudiito^^faoStMiibp^tiai^all^/ 
farftibe  fateJofrUnitHkiaiHi  ^cmBtedoti^iafl^fiue^ 
i£thkt^ari0n3fcnd  katparfiao^eoc  tbcEfeosfitwhfcitiio 
the**0liftm&  arfi  the^Jpcccegatiydixafibflitig)  fetail 
.whole  jeaipro^  saffdbfiaptkn 

oai  killrdandntaioavtliaiii^^c*  *bgtotiUiwiao&<'}} 
o£xom»DuLu  ftik'th^ 

catt^  far  tfcd  fato  of o  Uaibnf  JWp  MtBTJ§ntke3Cfano: 
troul  over  his :  maje%taimBtiWrs3ta  iheudittifc;- 
patolHfl&cnt,  (hat  therefore  we  fhall  entruft  to 
the  Bpitifh  parliament,  etctj. ;  tbu%  ^lfc  ?^Do 


(    »5    ) 
we  believe  that  this  is  one  of  4he  originating 
caufes  of  Union/  that  the  objed  of  the  Britifh 

ftW^^*Ah^**f£lwe!eif.  JjUlf»i»0»  giv*  tot. 
tfcs  SSQ&pesiffe  (?f  Ire^d  *  fhsu-c  io  the  Ttgitt  o^ 
ip?p«acbiog,  QS,p«rafbifig  the  cnniftor  who  nuy 
SAt^c^ie^s  f&ajcfty  in  Ae  eserei&.of  Jib:  pre- 
fl««*lwe»».U  js  a-  mere  pteteoce!  not  areata*  for 


•^ajioiir-beit  what  h,a»   htft-majefty    dow* 
a^i^j?,  What  niifadvkc  haft  he  received  from 
the  ininifter  ?  What  is  <he  ahi**^  What  the  mif« 
COT4ti/a^  3%t  ia ^  ordfr.  to  oome.  w  hy  a  mock 
i^itfept^ibp^foc  our  f&arc  <?f  ^utrouj,  we;ane  - 
trifuter«D<ter t&g  benefits  aad  th(5  bldBags  of 
otioxnrta  pffrBamem-— 1  really  know  of  no  jmv 
p9jn^ueAk>n».  on  difl;c*Ui»s  between  <th*  twoy 
ctotttrtt%  I  I  at»  pcrftiaded  add  ftj  is  ewety  gen* 
tlo^wmnjha  Aeirs  me»  that  from  t&e  teebfer  and 
raodecdtifri*  of  .t^ps  parliament,  its  attachment  to  * 
theciJnidii  arid*  Connexion  whictfqbfifts;  between  i 
thttlcorpritrjr  &d  i  Great  flritaia^— tfem«  is  not  oc ? 
canactt  2sts%any.  imperial  or  cbnraftjbreiid  qosftioat 
^hkiti anight  iiat<lc  ddjofted  to  theunrunial  actv* 
vaalrtgeah4^fetisfa^  with** 

p^iahAofta*  dctiafe^+aflA  t|iey  iowft  know  bur; 
lied*  qfatfiefriib  parg&mqqt,:-  cif  the  ctanftitBtio^ 
nakipflufarce  ^hic^ifarts  idajdfty  bas  ovcaritaxoUn^; 
feifu^to  Jcqipki  fupppfe  fop  ran  -infant  tha*  it 
coottl  ^Jddlibei«e^  in^autrs^of.  thifc  mature; 
tantibe^dbb^crir^inr  prejadk^  of  tfafelUftioal  ami  :^ 

COJJCTftlPAf  lfae^tWp;€gOlttigg3(x  :ft y:- f •  ? .  ;•*>/•>  UoTt 
o)    jiuilrrc   ilsxil   vv  fno^T;.:i    ?uh    ,,r?T7jBto6>:j 


But  this  meafure  is  to  unite  the  churches  of 
England  and  Ireland-— I  allude  to  this  article  be- 
caufe  I  conceive  it  artfully  introduced  and  meant 
to  convey  fomethihg  not  intended  to  be  unequi- 
vocally expreffed,  and  tccaufi?  it  feerti*  to  me  to 
jmanifeft  the  impbfture  of  the  meafure,  I  would 
afk  on  what  foundation  does  the  eftablifhed 
church  of  Irelahdftapd  at  prefent,  and  has  it 
Aoodon  the  foundation  of  our  Union  and  Con- 

ncxion  with  Great  Britain,  it  is  the  eftablifhed 

•  i  ,  , 

church  of  the  majority  of  his  majefty's  fub- 
jefls  in  the  two  iflands— *by  what  force,  what 
ftrength,  is  it  at  prefent  fupported,  by  that  force 
with  which  his  majefty  is  armed  and  entrufted 
by  the  coriftitutfon,  and  which  byVliis  corona- 
tion oath  he  is  bound  to  employ  for  the  fupport 
and  defence  of  our  eftablifhments  both  in  church 
and  ftate.  On  what  foundation  will  it  fiand  after 
an  Union,  manifeftly  on  tht  fame,  and  will  be 
fupported  by  the  very  lame  ftrength  ?— I  muft, 
therefore,  take  this  occafion  to  obferve,  that  the 
worft  foundation  on  which  the  friends  of  thtf 
Roman  Catholics  and  feftaries  in  Ireland,  ever 
urged  their  claim  to  political  indulgence,  was 
on  the  fcorc  of  their  numbers  gn$  Jjfceir  phy- 
fical  force,  becaufe  thofe  numbers  apd  tiiat 
force  muft  and  ftiould  be  compared  ^ith  the 
numbers  ami  the  forc??  ty  which  if  <£er#d 
they  would  aqd  muft  be 1  oppofed,  that  vis,  thef 
whole  force  of  the   fcinpir*,  ejitrufte^  jftp M* 

•••'-•  majefty 


*  - » «. 
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°Aai*#Jr  for!  the  ftfety  pf  ?11  (pur  eftablilHpi^s* 
;9I  ain  Wlacf  to  fry,  that  the  cfaims  of  thq  RJom^an 


°  atfyrt^iu»  or  reafon  for  Unioii  is  fallacious,  and 
f*feur a  name.    But  it  is  faid  it  will  tranquillize 
D  Ireland— that  is  the  afiertion:  if  it  could  have 
)ftfiw  effi&lihpuid  be  yery  reluSapt  to  Opppfe    T 
*  it,  but*  I  cannot  difcoyer  the  flighted  connq^ion 
-  rat'weeri  tms  meafure  and  the  tranquillity  of  Xre- 
filna-M  Know,  but  one  poffible  c?fe  in  which  the  . 
r  paphg  or  an  act  of  Union  could  tranquillize  Ire- 
* find,  and  that  is,  if  the  country  was  Qem&naipg 
4  It  Union,  ,and  difturbed  becauie  it  ipas  not.grant- 
*ea,  py  granting  it,  the  country  might  be  tran- 
*.  OTimzea  i  out  we  ipuft  recollect  that  the  jpeafure 
^xraoiisn'oin  the  mintfter,  and  however  it  mgy  be 
^xraikea  and  deteued  by  the.  country,  it  is  pertain 
^:t w  touptrv  is  not  demanding,  itA  th^reJFote,  the 
tyfftung  iy$iofe  articles  on  a  fiec$  qf  sparchm^t^ 
*xw1iSth  is  pqffin^  ttie  tfnlon  can  have  no.  effifl  on 
^ibe  country.    The  immediate  effect  oij  thc,n^pa- 
11^e*wiW  fee  Xo  extfoguifli  ther  parliament  for 


t 


14lrlitontf  it  ^ttminfc  an^  ifur^y  it  is  obvl- 
^W^ofctt^H  fciife,  that  ^t  mutt  entirciy  depend 
?>«tldWii4.  iks  lieV  parliament  wiU^  ^^er 
^4ke4otey7  iwift  i>fc  tranquillized  or  not— -if'  qiuft 
7  wjj-fctod r:%k  Ut  laws,  its  regulations,  its,.meafures 
X»3(ifn       #  •     ■      C  ;"\    —the 


'J 


<ii 


-'-the  aft  of  Union  itfelf  win.  not  produce  an 
uniformity  of  feptimeot,  either  in  matters  of  reH* 
gion  or  politics,  it  will  not  carry  away  animofities, 
if  fuch  do  attend  on  tfrofe  differences  of  fenti- 
ment.  I  then  would  afk  the  noble  lord,  and  he 
is  bound  to  anfwer  it,  to  this  houfe  and  to  the 
nation,  what  are  the  poffible  meafures,  what  the 
<  afts,  what  the  regulations,  which  the  wifdotri 
of  his  majefty's  minifters,  may  deem  fit  and  fa- 
liitary  for  this  country,  and  calculated  to  tran- 
quillize  it  ?  and  which  he  will  venture  to  fay, 
/  would  or  could  be  pafled  in  the  parliament,  mag- 

nificently ftyled  imperial,  that  would  not  and 
might  not  be  pafled  in  the  parliament  of  Ireland 
•^f  none,  is  Union  then  a  meafure  to  tranquil* 
Kze  Ireland?  can  it  tranquillize  Ireland,  to  fee 
its  parliament  extinguiftied,  under  which  it  has 
enjoyed  liberty  and  fecurity  ?  a  parliament  that 
has  extended  to  the  fubje&s  of  this  country, 
the  benefit  of  the  habeas  corpus  bill — has  declared 
\  a.  ftanding  army  in  time  of  peace,  without  the 
confent  of  parliament,  contrary  to  law—has  ef- 
tablifhed  the  independence  of  the  judges  of  the 
land — has  cherifhed,  has  fecured  and  promoted 
the  trade,  the  manuJFa&ure,  and  the  agriculture 
of  Ireland,  now  flourifliing  in  ah^  unexariipled 
degree — that  {belters  and  protects  the  people  of 
this  country  againft  the  infolence  of  GfHce,  and 
the  encroachments  of  authority — infuires  to  this 
country  the  rcfidence  of  its  nobility  and  gentry, 
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by  furn^fhing  to  men  of  rank  and  education,  an 
honorable  occupation— the  objects  of  honeft  am- 
bition, apd  honorable  exertion — en  Cures  to  the 
.  country  the  erijqyment  6F  that  patronage,  With 
which  the;  kinjg  is  entrufted — renders  this  tiotiA- 
try/the  feai  of  arts,  that  improves  and  embel- 
lishes foeiety,  that  gives  to  this  country  a  metro- 
polis, yying  in  extent  and  beauty  with' the  ifirft 
cities  in,  Europe,  that  makes  the  diftin&iori  in  a 
country^  between  a  nation  %nh  a  provirice.  Thefe 
ire  the  benefits  and  bleffings  of  a  refidenf,  iti- 
dependent  legislature.  Let  us  not  raftily  throw 
them  away,  let  us  recolleft  if  this  ifl-a^yifed 
ftep  be  once  made,  there  can  be  no  retreat,  our 
condition  is  irretrievablie.  Is  ft  by  ftfch  a  pro- 
ject and  inch  a  meafure,  tfcaft  we  believe  Ireland 
can  be  tranquillized;  her  diftraflSoiisf  and  dtflen- 
fions  removed  ?— No,  fir,  is  it  not  on  the*  con- 
trary adding  to  and  augmenting,  her  xfivifiohs> 
and  dilf rations  by  a  new  fource  of  divifion  atad 
diftraffiph  which  will* latt  in  all  httnvan  probability, 
for  another  century  with  rancour  and  ftiry— the 
new  minifteWat  divifioii  bf^hte  ftbjeas  of  this 
coyntry,  iinto**10ftiohifts  and  Anti-tTnionifts— for 
yhat  y  to  place  tfta  Britifli  connexion  in  Ireland, 
vJhicji  has  now  flood  immovable  and  uftihaken, 
on  a  pew,  and  therefore,  jpermit  m6  to  fay,  on 
a  precarious  foundation,  to  ftrengthen,  and  per. 
.  haps  pacreafe,  that  party,  ih  this  country, 
-which ':  is  inimical  to  its  Cbnftftiitjon,  and  the 
u^ntifh  connexion,  to  weaken,  difguft,  and  pa- 

C  *    v     '  ralyze, 
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ralyze,  the  zeal  of  thofe  who  are  nojv  the  fteady, 
and  the  firmeft  friends  of  both— was  ever  fo  def- 
perat'e  a  meafure,  in  the  midft  of  a  war,  and 
fuch  a  war  a?  that  in  which  we  are  engaged* 
But  why,  fir,  if  the  meafure  be  hqneft,  if  it  has 
intrinsic  worth  and  merit,  why  not  let  it  ftand, 
till  the  nation  has  had  leifure  to  discover  its  ex- 
cellence— it  will  be  the  fureft  proof  of  its  inte- 
grity and  its  excellence-?— it  has  been  offered  as  a 
bleffing — the  nation  at  prefent  is  not  fatisfied  to 
hazard  the  experiment— Jet  it  not  be  preffed-* 
give  us  but   time,  and  leifufe  to  examine— by 
'fuch  conduft,  if  the  meafqre  be  really  beneficial, 
the  nation  will  afk;  for  it — it  may  then  be,  what 
it  cannot  be  now,  a  meafure  of  Union. 
*    But  we  are  told  the  terms  would  recommend 
it — I  confider  the  terms  to  be  a  refutation  of  the 
pretended  excellence,  and  a  libel  on  the  princi- 
ple of  the  meafure-r-we  are,  by  the  operation  of 
this  aft,  it  is  faid,  to  be  identified— we  are  to 
be  England,  and   England  Ireland,  the  new  par* 
foment   to  be  ours,  juft  as  it  is  the  parliament 
pf  England— the  fame  interefis,  apd  therefore  it 
can  have  but  the  fame  views,  and  yet  the  fame 
flrinifter  who  comes  forward  with  this  panegyric 
on  that  parliament  in  his  mouth,  carries  in  his 
hands  the  chains  and  the  fetters  by  which  this 
parliament,  (his  paragon  of  excellence,  is  to  be 
fettered  and  chained, 

He 
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He  acknowledges  and  openly  admits  that,  with 
refpeft  to  Ireland,  it  cannot  and  ought  not  to  be 
t rutted,  and  therefore  he  {hackles  and  redraws 
the  omnipotence  of  the -imperial  parliament.  I 
would  aik  on  what  terms  and  conditions  does 
the  parliament  aft  with  refpeft  to  Yorkshire, 
with  refpeft  to  England  ?  why  then  difable  and 
reftrain  it  with  refpeft  to  Ireland  ?  Would  I  then 
have  no  terms — no,  but  I  would  have  no  Union. 
If  the  parliament  cannot  be  truited,  I  would  hot 
adopt  it  as  a  parliament,  if  it  cannot  be  differed 
to  aft  as  the  exigency  and  the  neceffity  of  the 
times  may  require,  founding  its  afts  on  its  wif- 
dom  and  governing  according  to  prefent  circum- 
fiances.  It  is  not  what  parliament  by  the  con- 
ftitutioh  is  intended  to  be;  and  where  will  be 
the  identity  ?  Every  thing  fpeaks  diftinftnefs  in 
the  tneafure;  we  are  to  have  the  fame  weak,  de- 
fective, delegated  executive  government  in  Ire- 
land as  at  prefent. — If  1  were  to  put  iny  finger 
on  any  circumftance  as  peculiarly  Imfortifnate 
arifing  from  our  Union  and  Connexion  with 
Great  Britain,  it  would  be  the  imperfeft  nature 
of  our  executive  government ;  but  as  that  is  un- 
avoidable, and  part  of  the  price  we  pay  for  our 
Union  and  Connexion  with  Great  Britain,  I  do 
not  wifh  to  dwell  on  it.  This  meafure,  how* 
ever,  makes  no  alteration,  no  amendment  there- 
in ;  it  remains,  and  without  the  check  or  con- 
troul  ofthelrifh  parliament-    We  are  then  to 

have 
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have  the  Cwne  diftinck  executive,  a  diflkft  admi- 

niftration  of  juftice,  a  diftjna:  P^P05^*  £ di^ 
tin&  e^chequer^.a  cUftin^£t  taxation^  a  diffin#: 
revenue.  The  noble  lord  lameftte  it,  but  h^s 
lamentation  will  not  wake  it  theian*e*  Undpr 
tfeefe  circujnftance*,  ?wiBl:  the  Britifli  werchant, 
the  Britifh  trader,  have  his  roind  fo  opened  and 
enlarged  by  thi^ oaeafur^ "that  he*  wjtfl  chearfully 
agree  to  divide  the  profited?  his  trade,  and  en- 
dure taxation  f&r  the  benefit  of  bis  feliow-fub- 
j^fts  in  JUeiand*  If  on  th*  contrary,,  be  witt  re- 
tail},, as  allroantplnd  d©ev  ^is  felfiih  views*  will 
not  his  views  extend  tathofe  who  septefent  him? 
.  What  then  will  be  the  mighty  refult  of  tbis  mea- 
.  fore  to  extinguish ,  the  pariiai»£i>t  of  Ireland? 
exadly  what,  is,  intended?*-**  revive  and  refto^e 
.  the  fupremacy  of  the  BritUh  legislature,  to  re- 
duce Ireland  to  the  humbly,  and  as  thft  Brkifli 
minifter  conceives,  the  befitting  fituation  of  a 
uieful.  proviace,  to  confute  a&d fopply  iaR  the 
benefit  of  the  foperio?  connt*y,r-4  have  iuwr, 
fr,  discharged  the  <fc*ty  whficb  I  qwc  to>  my 
country ;  L  have  offered  the.  reafons,  why  I  con- 
ceive and  believe  tb$  prefeat  nxeafuie  to  be,  fat»l 
to  the  injterefts  of  Ireland.  I  am  of.  n&  party, 
connected  wkh  no  fa^ion ;  I  acknowledge  no 
.Obligation  but  that  qC  aJtegiamce  to  the.  king,  - 
and  ajfeftion  tQ  my  country*  If^.homrever^  fir, 
this  meafure  fhajl  ftill  be  pnefied,  on  fuch  a  ma- 
j^rity  as  now  fupport*  it*  ami  againft  fuch  an 

fuppofition 
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oppofition  as  rcfifls  it,  the  minifter  and  his  adhe- 
rents muft  be  refponfible  for  the  confequences  ; 
we  at  leaft,  when  the  hour  of  calamity  {hall  ar- 
rive, will  have  the  confolation  to  refleft,  that 
we  have  had  no  {hare  in  the  downfall  and  de- 
gradation of  out  country— I  hope  in  God  the 
reflection  of  other  gentlemen  on  this  ra(h  and 
ill-advifed  meafure  may  not  be  bitter. 
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TO  THE 


READER. 


X&Y  motive  for  anticipating  the  official 
revival  Qf  the  meafure  by  this  publication 
will  be  obvious  to  any  man  who  may  have 
leifure  to  perufe  it $  were  I  only  to  indulge 
the  general  bent  of  my  mind,  or  my  feel- 
ings, moft  efpecially  upon  this  great  fubjed, 
I  fhould  fubferibe  the  following  pages  for 
the  completion  of  my  internal  fatisfa&ion, 
by  giving  this  laft  proof  to  my  King  and 
Country,  that  throughout  the  chequered 
feries  of  favour,  and  minifterial  refent*- 
ment,  my  political  condudt  has  been  inva* 

7 

riably  dire&ed    by  fettled   principles,  and 
that  it  remains  unaltered. 
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THE  MEASURE,   Qfo 
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FeLLO  W^Slid  JECTS  of  Great  Britain  arid 
Ireland,  Time  preffes : — The  eventful  hour  is  ait 
hand— the  (lability  of  the  empire  depends  on  the 
refult.  Should  the  ineafute  of  an  Incorporate 
Legiflative  Union  be  reje&ed,  arid  no  other  mea- 
fure  be  brought  forward  to  attain  the  avowed  ob- 
je£t  of  it,  Ireland  is  left  in  her  prefent  diftra&ed 
(late.  Is  the  meafure  carried,  mental  diftra&ion 
is  added  to  the  manifold  fprings  of  difcord,  which 
lacerate  her  within ;  whilft  a  powerful,  a&ive,  arid 
vigilant  enemy  awaits  the  moment  to  invade  her 
from  without.  Away  then  with  abftraft  reafori* 
ings,  fophiftry,  and  pafGon  !  Away  with  Britifh 
and  Iri(li  party,  with  popular  clamour,  private 
views  and  minifterial  influence !  The  magnitude 
of  the  objeft  at  (lake  filences  fuch  wretched  pleas* 
It  fuperfedes  all  paltry  confiderations.    It  empha- 

B  ideally 


.  tically  and  authoritatively  calls  forth  the  found 
,  fenfe  and  inflexible  virtue  of  both  kingdoms.  The 

ctil  has  long  Tince  oufgtfife  "ill  T<SKh  rdf  ~^»~ 
.  dient  or  experiment    It  demands  a  radical  reme* 

dy  which  can  ohljr  be  found  to  effeft,  by  deducing 

it  from  the  root  from  which  the  evil  has  pro* 

cetffeH.     * 

Let  us  then  take  a  difpaffionate  manly  view  of 
our  imperial  conftiturion,  as  originally  eftablifbed 
and  fince  improved,  during  a  period  of  more  than 
fix  hundred  years.    You  will  no  longer.  Be-'  at  a 
lofs  to  difcover,  whether  our  prefent  disorganized 
flare  arifes  from  any  vke  in  the  original  forma*- 
tion  of  it,  from  any  ifffproportion  in  the  whole,  or 
in  any  of  its  component  parts :    Iti  otter  words, 
whether  it  proceeds  from  any  fundamental  princi- 
ple,Or  fubfe^uent  modification ;  or  from  a  depar- 
ture from  the  principles  upon  which  it  was  ori- 
ginally framed,    and  has  been   fince  modified. 
I  have  already  feid  Time  preffes.  I  will  not  wafte 
4fae  precious  moments  in  entering  into  remote  dif- 
quifitiong,  alike  inapplicable  as  inconclufive. 

Jt  is  of  notoriety,  that  thg  imperial  Union  was 
.achieved  by  Britilh  arms,  was  framed  by  Britilh 
wifdom,  for  the  benefit  of  each  kingdom  with  *e- 
gard  to  itfelf,  and  of  both  colle&ively  with  rfc- 
ga*d  to  each  other,  with  reference  to  every  fo- 
reign ftate.  He  who  runs  may  read,  that  the  ob- 
}e&  of  England  waj  to  fecure' to -herlelflte  co- 
operation 
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qpjerwjo^  of  Ireland  againft  every  rival  power, 
»ji^|h^ ; friend  01:, foe:  that;  the  objeft  of  Ireland 
vffi  to^cguir?,  ( ujider  the  protection  of  the  Bri- 
tifa,  {)&$$+  real,  p^f<*nai,  apd  political  fejeurity, 
*Wfc  eyery, otl\5j::  benefit .  of  the  *  Britifh  conljitu- 
tion,  to/jeqy;}!  e^terft  as  .Britain  then  did,  or  flibirid 
hereafter  epJQy  them,  as  well,  againft  domeftic  in- 
furjrfftiou,  as.ag^afl;  foreign  rivalityancl  invafion : 
tl$j;,af  o.u.r,  imperial  Uni9U  contained  in  itfelf  two 
diftinftrobj^fts,  o.ur.  imperial  con  flit  utjoa  necefla- 
rily  contains  two  dift^ntt  principles;  I  fay  two 
pp^iples,  whjch,  fo  long  as  they  be  refpe&ed 
an4.  kept  diftinjft,  fa.  far  from,  jarring  with 
-each^otfief,  ftom  diflblving  or  (baking  the.  iblidtfy 
of  the  imperial  fabr;ck,  wjU  for  ever  render  it  un- 
available, as  they  ever  have,  jap  ty  religious :  dif- 
cord  ami .  fpeculative  fyfteras  have  been  of  tytcr 
years  revived  and  abetted  by  petty  pafljons,  an4 
petty  interefte  ef  leading  men,  both  in  and  out 
ofpoweriabtath  kingdoms 

The  two  diftinft  principles  to  which  1  allude, 
are  political  of  external  futordinatipn^  legi/lptwt 
*TA  internal  independence.  Thfcy  ft  and  engraven,  in 
the  immutable  characters  /of  felf-evident  confift- 
<eii$y,,ori,  the  vpry  mediuip  through  which  our. 
imperial  Union  w??  firft  formed,  and  fubfe- 
tiufQjtly .  matured— xhe  medium  of  the  crown : 
"j^  annexation  of  r  the.  crown,  of  Ireland,  to 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  of  courfe  includ- 
ing,  not  only  in  fpirit  and  principle,  but. like- 

wife 
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wife  in  every  operation  and  every  aft  of  its 
prerogative,  y pon  every  matter  of  imperial 
external  concern,  the  dependence  of  Irelan4 
upon  the  Britifli  State  j  whilft  thp  terms  upon 
which  that  external  ftrbprdination  or  depend? 
pnce  \yere,  I  jnay  fay^  taken  on  by  Ireland, 
vi?.  the  acquirement  of  the  real  and  perfonal 
fecurity  of  the  Britifli  conftitution,  do  inyiplably 
eftablifh  to  her,  internal  legiflative  independence, 
communicated  to  her  by 'a  faithful  tranfcript  df 
organization  in  the  feveral  departments  of  her 
ftate;  diftinft,  free  and  uncontrolled  by  Britifli 
interference,  throughout  the  entire  range  of  inter- 
nal legislation  or  management $  wifely  do  I  fay  ? 
providentially  reconciled,  and  for  ever  kept  alive 
by  the  organ  of  the  great  feal,  at  once  USe  fym- 
bol  of  our  Union  and  of  the  Crown,  that  Key* 
tone  of  the  imperial  arch. 

I  afk,  have  thefe  fundamental  principles  of  our 
Imperial  Union,,  been  pioufly  adhered  to  and 
maintained  inviolate  by  both  kingdoms  ;  or  "have 
they  been  violated  by  the  one,  and  by  the  other, 
as  fuitedthe  views  of  party  men  and  minifters  m 
both?  It  cannot  be  denied,  they  have  been  by  both 
kingdoms  violated  and  departed  from.  It  cannot 
either  be  denied,  that  Great  Britain,  in  theadiuft- 
inent  or  1 782,  confurtmated  by  her  act  ot  renun- 
ciation which  followed,  fulfilled  her  part,  at  once 
doing  away  every  infringement  as  to  times  paft, 

,  and  fliutting  out  every  inroad,  as  to  times  to  come, 
upon  the  legiflative  rights  bf  the  Irifh  Parliament. 

"  Woufd  tQ  God  that  the  like  regard  had  been  then. 

paid 


t 
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paid  by  Ireland,  that  {he  had  fliut  out  on  her 
part  every  inroad  or  infringement  upon  tt}e  poli- 
tical right*  of  th^  Britifh  State !  Had  due.  atten- 
tion been  paid  by  Ireland  to  the  unerring  princi- 
ple "that  wifdotn  and  juftice  ever  go  hai\cf  in 
hand/*  the  hour  of  profperity  had  not  generated 
the  feeds  of  humiliation  and  adverfity ;  un^nimi- 
ty  in  both  kingdoms  could  not  have,  brought 
forth  the  monfter  Difcord ;  nor  could  the  hour 
<A  universal  calamity  paralyzing  her  underftancU 
ing,  have  left  the  empire  expofed  to  falfe  and  fub- 
verfive  conftruttions.  Ireland  had  not  affumect 
die  right  to  cbufe  a  Regent  for  herfelf:— mindful 
that  the  fole  right  and  power  of  nomination  are 
r^fiant  in  the  Britifh  State,  ftie  would  have  await- 
cd  her  appointment  of  The  Regent  rt.o  recognize  a^ 
iuch^  the  rightful  objeQ:  of  her  own  wlhes. .       \ 

What  is  the  refult  ?  The  power  affumed,  and 
fatally  exercifed  by  both  Houfes  of  Parliament 
of  Ireland,  fo  far  as  their  faculty  did  extend,  did, 
93.  .was  foretold  it  would,  alarm  the  Britifh  Cabi- 
net,  Britifh  State,  and  Nation.  They  reaTon 
thus  k  **  the  refpedive  kingdoms,'  from  thi* 
moment  at  ifiue,  upon  the  very  vital  principle  of 
our  Imperial  Union,  the  Tight  of  nominating  to  the 
functionary  of  the  executive,  are  aJike  at  iflfue  upon 
^eyery  other  principle  of  our  imperial  cbnflitutibri. 
Declaration  of  war,  treaties  pf  peace,  alliance 
arid  commerce,  though  each  and  every'  one  of 
them  originating  in  the  aft  of  the  crown,  are,'  by 
the,  eonftru^ion  thus  put  upon  tKe  adjufymerit'of 
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tffdfi^  mfUwlyr  brought  mider  thej  JMri#j&9jjr 
of  the,  Irift  legislature,  fiery  citing  the  principle  of, 
commufupatipn  intQ  a,  right  of  cogni^anc;^  a»4r 
tip  dujy,  of  %c(r.qpcratiqn.  ij«p  aipftwcgr.of  co^rpl ;( 
cpaepdiqg  her,  cjainw  ajt  hpme,  pwjajfu,  with, 
h^r,affawpti<?n8  ajbroad,  by  ^pera^iflgTiia^Qfj 
altering  as.  tq  herfelfj  the  fun4?mema^orgaffizj^. 
t|onvap4/ub(equent;  modification  of,  that  CQqfti:, 
tption  hctfLjpfiixtiMy  received  hy  >  h?r,  not  35,  ak 
Rjopsrty  tq  play,  withj  qr.  alter,  aj,her, 4%#ipq, . 
buta^.a/aicred  depofn.  tp  1 1&  by,  h?r  ipvjqlatyy. 

mawna»oe4,  or  if  to  be  »  fubfcqu*mlyr  mqtJUkfk, 

t<>  b^  fq  modified,  nqt  ii\  the  fpirft  .of  i$iupft*qp» 
Jbyt  upon  ths^rfVpqfted  prjncipls  of  a/Bmifct^n, 
only/' 

Such  were  their  reafoningsf  lamentably  authen- 
ticated by  the  accumulated  calamities  which  fol- 
lowed.   The  human  mind*  fet  adrift  by  the  dis- 
organizing conflr  udion  which  had  'already  lhakea  % 
the  balance  of-  the  ftatej  paffion  breaking  out' 
through  every  line  of  excefs,  did  *  with  <ele&rick- 
rapidity  and  fatal  eledrick  force  pervade  the  en* 
tire  kingdom,    marking  bis  fqotfteps  by  blood* 
and  devastation,  in  concert  wit,h  the  mortal  foe- 
of  empires  and  of  mankind,    But  I  will  draw  a* 
veil  over  a  fcene  of  horrors,  at  the  thought. of < 

which  human  nature  fickens* 

» 
Under  this    cpnfluent  prefiure    of  circum- 

fiances*  the  Britiih  Cabinet,   the  Bririfh  State, 

ajid  Britiftt  Nation*  though .  by  the  Parliament  > 

r  of 


6TF  Yr&tod  ih  m  ,'fdHtary  inftance  oWy  in- 
fengta  upofa,  (in  cYcry  other  fuftxfrte'd  anS 
upheld  thrdughout,)  took  the  ahrftii  'for  Way 
right  dr  principle  which  by  parity  of  reafofalnfc  . 
was  thus  put  to  'the  event.  Great  Britain 
in  various  parts  in a  ftate  of  combination  and 
conspiracy;  Ireland,  in  many  of  her  counties, 
in a&nal  rebellion;  the  caufes  of  disorder  being 
loft  fight  of  fa  the  tumult  of  diforder  itfelf ;  anci 
effe£h  miftakenfor  caufes  from  which  they  did 
not  proceed  $  the  diftra&ed  ftate  of  things  is 
erroneously  imputed  to  the  original  nature  and. 
fubfequent  modification  of  things :  the  inaptitude* 
of  Ireland  for  a  local  parliament  is  aflumed  as  an 
axiom  not  to  be  controverted*  though  it  cannot 
be  maintained.  The  reparation  of  Ireland  from 
Great  Britain,  if  not  inftantaneoufly  prevented 
by  fbme  powerful  Ipecificfc,  is  confidered  matter 
of  courfe :  A  propofition  is  brought  forward  by 
the  minifter,  but  upon  fach  terms  of  Tpeciality 
with  regard  to  the  meafure  ta  be  adopted,  that 
by  admitting  the  propofition,  all  faculty  of  difc 
cuifion,  as  to  the  aptitude  or  fithefs  of  the  mode 
fey  Whfch  ft  fe  propofed  to  carry  it  into  effe&,  w 
ipfo^Mixiti  end.  Had  the  prdjibfitron^  befeft 

fiateif 

*  -Far  tlie>aflertion  and  the  arguments  attempted  to  be  urged 
*  ftffWrtf &k*k< lard .Miirttf* fc«f <*. wihe. Brttifc «9H& 

f.  Thurfday,  January  3 1 ,  1799,  '*"* 

«'  GEORGE  REX. 
. "  His  -Majefty  is  perfuaded  that  the  unremitting  induftry  with? 
which  our  epemies  perfevere  in  their  avowed  defign  of  effe&ing 

the 
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dated  fa  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  in  like  term* 
as  it  was  fubmitted  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  or 
ihould  it  now  be  made  in  like  terms,  there  would 
not  be  a  diffenting ,  voice  in  either  Houfe.  of  Par- 
liament to  the  difcuffion  of  it. 

•     *         • .  •    -        .      t 

That  Ireland  has  feeft  and  fek  her  fatal  error, 
with  regard  to  her  conftru&icmf  ofthe  adjuft- 
ment  of  1782,  is  evident  id  this,  that  a  bill,  pro-' 
viding  that  the  Regent  for  Great  Britain  fhould 
tit  all  times,  and  of  right,  be'  Regent  of  Ireland, 
under  like  Limitations  and  Rdftri&ions,  and  with 
like  Powers  and  Authority  as  to  Ireland,  as  the 
Regent  for  Great  Britain  fhould  at  any  time 
be  fubjedt  to  and  poffefs  with  regard  to  Great 
Britain,  has  been  repeatedly  attempted  within 
.doors,  and  repeatedly  called  for  from  with- 
out, in  order  for  ever  to  "do  away  and  to 
prevent  that  erroneous  conftruftion  from  being 
brought  forward  as  a  precedent.  But  would  fuch 
a  bill  alone  fuffice  to  do  away  the  principle  in  its 

entire 

the  reparation  ©^Ireland  from  this  kingdom,  cannot  fail  to  en- 
gage the  particular  attention  of  Parliament ;  and  his  Majefty  re- 
commends it  to  this  Houfe  to  confider  of  the  moft  effectual  mean  ft 
•f  counteracting  and  finally  defeating  this  defign,  and  he  trufts 
that  a  review  of  all  the  circumftances  which  have  recently  oc- 
curred (joined  to  the  fentiment  of  mutual  affection  and  common 
intereft)  will  dtfpofe  the  Parliaments  of  both  kingdoms  to  pro- 
vide in  the  manner  in  which  they  (hall  judge  moft  expedient,  for 
fettling  fuch  a  complete  and  final  adjustment  as  may  beft  tend  to 
improve  and  perpetuate  a  connexion  eiTential  for  their  common 
fecurity,  and  to  augment  and  confolidate  the  ftrength,  power, 
and  refources  of  the  Britifh  Empire.  "  G.  R." 
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entire  extent,  by  renouncing  the  .claim  which 
..was  founded  upon  that  principle  ? 

« 

'  it  muft  be  admitted,  that  a  regency-bill  alone 
-would  not  be  fiifficient.  Agitators  at  a  future 
^day  may  argue  thus:  M  We  acknowledge  the 
right  of  regulation  fp  far  as  goes  to  appointment 
to  {he  Crown,  or  of  the  functionary  of  the  exe-, 
sutive,  but  we  difavow  it  as  referring  to  the  Bri-, 
ti(h  State,  even  with  regard  to  thofe  a&s  and  re- 
gulations q{  her  Legiflature,  which  originating 
with  the  Crown,  dire&Iy  follow  the  exerfife  of 
the  rightfjul  prerogative  of  the  executive.  In, 
right  of  our  legislative  independence  yvp  claim 
participation  in  the  fovereigri  power  of  the  (late. 
In  other  words  we  claim  the  glorious  prerogative 
of  nrrefting  the  political  fprings  of  the  empire  ; 
of  feuing,  at  our  fotereign  will  and  pleafure,  the 
King  of  Ireland  at  variance  with  the  King  of . 
Great  Britain."  Such  are  the  ravings  which 
may  hereafter  be  fent  forth,  even  to  the  diflolu, 
tion  of  the  empire,  unlefs  due  provHion  be  forth- 
with made  by  Ireland  effeftually  to  prevent  all 
future  wandering  beyond  4*er  rightful  fphere  of % 
aftmg; 

Since   then  it  (lands  proved  that  the  prefent 
rdiftraded   (late  of  Ireland   does,  not  originate 
in  any  fundamental  principle,  or  fubfequent  me- : 
dificatioii -of  &ur -imperial  Conftifution,   but  in 
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fpeculations  arifing  from  her  departure  frdrii  tBe- 
one,   and   from  her  mifcohftriiftion  as  to  the 
other,  it  remains  to  confider,  whilft  yet  there  be 
time,   whether  an  incorporate  legislative   unioa 
be,  of  be  not,  the  only  remedy  which  can  be  ap* 
plied  with  equal  efficacy,,  as  well  in  point  of  ex- 
tent, as  of  duration  and  permanent  effeft ":   Whe- 
ther the  nature  of  the  evil  does  not  admit  of 
another  remedy  more  confonant  to  thofe  funda- 
mental principles,  on  the  departure  from  which 
the  evil  has  confeffedly  grown.     Once  more  I 
conjure  my  Fellow-fubjefts  of  both  kingdoms,  to 
keep  prefent  in  mind,  that  as  our  imperial  union 
.contains  two  diftinft  fundamental  obje&s,our  im- 
perial conftitution  neceflarily  contains  two  diftinft 
fundamental   principles,     external  fubordinationr 
internal  legifiative  independence*     If  the  former 
can  be.efFeftually  reftored  and  eftablifhed  without 
altering  or  even  trenching  upon  the  latter,  does 
not  the  voice  of  found  policy,  Juftice,  and  wif- 
dom,  demand  it?  and  that  it  can,  again  I  fay, 
he  who  runs  may  read.    The  way  is  open,  it  lies 
ftraight  before  us-    It  lineally  derives  under  the 
adjuftment  of  1782.     The  Britifli  aft  of  renun- 
ciation,   at  once  declaratory  and  enafting,   has 
feft  nothing  imperfect  or  incomplete  refpefting 
the  internal  legifiative  independence  of  the  Irifli 
Parliament* 

An  Irifh  aft  in  like  manner  declaring  and  enaft- 
ing/AV  political fuprtmacy  of 'the  Br itifh  State 9   as 

to  all  matters  of  imperial  external  earner  n  upon 
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urms-  6/  equal  benefit  U  Ireland  as  to  Great  Bri- 
tain would,  (it  is  fubontted)  be  a  fair,  a  full,  and! 
juft  return  on  the  part  of  Ireland,  eradicating  eve- 
ry feed,  and  blading  every  hope  of  Separation ; 
filencing  every  argument  attempted  to  be  urged 
on  behalf  of  an  Incorporate  Union*  by  reftoving 
and  consolidating  the  imperial  fabrick. 

The  paternal  wflh  of  the  beft  of  Kings  has 
been  already  made  known  both  here  and  in 
the  filler  kingdom.  Let  tis  then  provide  for 
the  tutelary  obje&  of  the  parental  call,  trpon  terms 
more  conformant  to  the  conftitotion,  and  to  the 
•fefelmgs  of  both  kirtgdoms,  than  the  meafure 
which  has  been  fuggefted  for  the  attainment  of  that 
great  end  J  upoh  terms  which,  uniting  the  minds 
of  both  kittgdoms  in  Unifon  with  ocrr  imperial 
cbrtftfrution,  will,  through  the  one  and  the  other, 
perpetuate  its  maintenance,  prefervation  and  fup- 
port.  ' 

.  I  will  flop  here.  My  appeal  is  made  as  well  to 
,  the  authors  of,  and  advocates  for  the  meifure 
already  propofed,  as  to  thofe  who  bppqfe  it.  The 
Meafure  which  I  here  fubmit,  may,  I  conceive, 
be  with  equal  confiftency  adopted  by  all ;  pre* 
ferving  to  the  Imperial  Monarchy  a  due  propor- 
tioned ariftocracy  in  each  kingdom,  unmixed 
as  to  the  one,  unmutilated  as  to  the  other :  To 
the  Parliament  of  each,  integral  internal  legislation : 
TotheBritifli  State,  confolidated  political  fupremacy : 
To  Ireland,  an  adequate  reprefentative  of  Ma- 
jeftfi  together  with  a  refident  nobility  and  firft- 
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rate  gentry  :  To  her  Clergy  of  every  order,  fefl, 
and  perfuafioni  exemplary  due  regard:  To  her 
Military,  fubordination  and  countenance :  To  her 
Revenues,  domeftic  f uper  intend  ence,  regulation, 
and  management :  To  her  Manufacturers,  pro- 
tection and  control :  To  her  Manufactures, 
national  credit  and  character:  To  her  Tenantry  and 
Landlords,  reciprocal  kindly  offices,  refponfibility, 
and  confidence :  To  Government,  the  falutary 
weight  proceeding  from  this  moral  influence :  To 
the  Prince  and  to  his  People,  a  fhield  againft  abufe 
of  power :  To  the  Laws,  and  Judges  of  the  Laws, 
the  refulgent  fplendour  of  approbation  unallayed : 
To  the  Ambitious,  a  field  for  virtuous  ambition  : 
To  the  Defponding,a  revolving  ray  of  hope;  To 
the  Aggrieved,  a  reding  ground  for  the  mental  eye 
to  paufe  on: — Thus  for  ever  conciliating  and  unit- 
ing every  feeling  of  the  human  heart,  and  every 
impulfe  of  the  mind,  with  every  faculty  of  the  under- 
ftanding,  in  unerring  direction,  unrefraCted 
energy,  and  indiflblubte  co-operation ;  evincing 
this  irrefragable  truth,  that  the  talent  of  govern- 
ing, does  not  confift  in  the  art  of  breaking  down, 
but  in  the  fcience  of  regulating  the  human  mind 
and  paflions ;  and  in  refpeCting,  maintaining, 
and  preserving  with  a  judicious,  well-poifed  hand, 
the  juft  rights,  privileges,  and  liberties,  of  each  and 
-every  relation,  order  and  department  through- 
put the  entire  ftate. 
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WEDNESDAY— May  15, 

A  MESSAGE  was  brought  from  the  Lords  by  two 
Mailers  in  Chancery,  returning  fix  bills  fent  up  by  thfe 
Houfe,  agreed  to  by  their  Lordfhips  without  any  amend-* 
ment.— Ordered  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  be  certified 
into  Great  Britain.. 


Lord  CASTLEREAGH  moved,  "  That  the  Houfe 
do  at  its  rifing  adjourn  to  the  iftof  June."— Ordered  ac* 
cordingly. 

Lord  CASTLEREAGH  prefented  to  the  Houfe  a 
Meflkge  from  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
flating  to  the  Houfe,  "  Th^t  his  Excellency  having 
taken  into  confideration  the  extraordinary  high  price  of 
corn  in  this  kingdom  for  fome  time  paft,  confiderably 
above  th^t  ftand^rd  which  the  wifdom  of  Parliament 
had  eftablilhed  as  the  criterion  for  opeping  the  ports  of 
the  country  for  the  adrniflion  of  foreign  corn,  and  feeing 
the  apparent  probability  that  the  price  of  grain  woultj 
rife  confiderably  higher  if  meafures  were  not  adopted 
to  prevent  the  diftrefles  which  would  accrue  from  fuch 
a  circumftance,  his  Excellency  had  given  orders  for 
the  opening  the  ports  of  the  country  for  the  adrniflion 
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of  foreign  oorn»  and  judged  it  neceffiwry  4a  comnymi,. 
cate  the  fame  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons." 

The  Meflage  being  read  from  the  Chair,  was  order- 
ed to  be.  entered  on  the  ~Journ*ls ;  a£<T  upon  the  po- 
tion of  Lord  t ASTLEREAGH,  the  ^Houfe  refolved 
forthwith  tqto  Committee  to  take  the  faid  Meflage  in- 
to confideration.— His  Lordfliip  explained  to  the  Com- 
mittee, that  if  the  average  price  of  grain  throughout 
the  kingdom  tiad  been  a&ed  upon  much  fooner,  it 
would  have  juftified  the  meafure  now  taken  by  his  Ex- 

■  «  *  *  • 

cellency— a  meafure,  however,  which  did  not  arife  ' 
from  the  apprchenfion  of  any  prefent  fcaroity  of  grain 
in  the  country,  but  rather  as  a  meafure  of  precaution  to 
guard  againft  the  pofjibility  of  any  fcarcity  which  might 
irife  at  a  future  period,  in  confequence  of  the  jatenefs 
of  the  prefent  feafon.-*-Elis  Lordfhip  concluded  by  mov- 
ing an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  Excellency,  which  was 
agreed  to,  an  &  being  drawn  up  forthwith,  was  approved 
by  the  Houfe,  and  ordered  to  be  prefented  to  his  Ex- 
cellency, by  fuch  Members  of  this  Houfe,  as  are  o£ 

his  Majefty's  moft  honourable  Privy  Council. 

•     *  ■  ■ . 

Mr.  M.  MASON  having  moved  that  the  Speaker  do 
fffue  bis  writ  for  the  borough,  of  Kilmallock,  in  the 
room  of  C«  S.  Oliver,  Efq.  who  had  accepted  the  Eft 
cheatorfhip  of  Munller* 

Mr.  DAWSON  faid,  that  he  had  no  objeaion  to 
the  writ  being  iflued,  but  at  the  fame  time  would  take 
occafion  to  afk  the  noble  l^ord  on  the  Treafury  Bench, 
Why  the  Efcheatorthrp  of  Munfter  had  been  given  to  the 
gentleman,  in  whofe  room  the  writ  of  Ele&ion  was  re- 
quired, and  refufed  to  an  honourable  Friend  of  his, 
{Colonel  Cole]  who  having  been. appointed  to  ferve  in 
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die  iflsihd  of  Corfu,  as  a  Britiih  officer,  alked  the  noble 
Lord  for  that  nominal  place,  the  Efcheatorfbip  of 
Munfter,  in  order  that,  as  he  could  not  difcharge  his 
duty  to  his  Sovereign  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe,  and 
fulfil  the  truft  repofed  in  him  by  his  conftituents  m 
this,  he  might  give  thofe  conftituents  an  opportunity 
of  being '  reprefented  in  Parliament  and  their  intereft 
ftipported. — This  the  honourable  Colonel  afked,  but 
What  was  therefult?  He  was  a&tfaily  refufed!  Mr. 
Dawfon  faid,  he  felt  pained  to  relate  fuch  a  circum- 
ftance  in  that  Houfe,  but  j;iftjce  to  his  honourable  Friend, 
and  juftice  to  the  country,- demanded  of  him  to  aft  the 
Kfinifter,  why  it  was  that  he  made  fuch  a  ufe  of  the 
prerogative  entrufted  to  the  Crown,  for  the  purpofe 
of  maintaining  the  freedom  and  privileges  of  Parlia- 
ment; and  to  aft  th6  noble  Lord,  ^why  it'  was  that  his 
honourably  Friend  was  fingled  out  for  fuch  an  exer- 
cife  of  that  prerogative,  while  every  day  other  Mem- 
bers of  thfcrt  Houfe  were  fuffered  to  vacate  their  feats  ? 
The  fa&  was,  and  he  called  upon  the  noble  Lord  to 
deny  it  if  he  could,  that  the  Efcheatorfhip  of  Munfter 
was,  in  this  in  {lance,  refufed,  btcaufe  the  electors  of 
Enniftillen  had  fixed  on  a  relative  of  the  honourable 
Colonel  as  his  fucceflbr  in  that  Houfe,  who  would  fup- 
port  the  independence  of  his  Country  againft  the  pro- 
jecYof  an  Union — becaufe  it  was  intended  that  Colonel 
Cole's  feat  in  the  Irifh  Parliament  fhould  be  filled  by 
z  gentleman  [Mr.  Balfour]  who  had  already  confpicu- 
oufly  manifefted  his  refpeft  and  attachment  to  that 
Parliament  and  the  liberties  of  his  country,  by  the  re- 
folutions  which  he  brought  forward  in  the  county  of 
Louth  in  oppolition  to  the  meafure  of  in  Union ;  and 
becaufe  the  noble  Lord  was  afraid  to  fee  fuch  a  man 
within  the  walls  of  that  Houfe.  In  what  he  [Mr.  D.] 
had  faid  on  this  fubjeft,  he  was  authorized  by  his 
honourable  friend,  Colonel  Cole,  an<^  was  put  in  pof- 
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feffion  by  him  of  much  more  of  the  cohverfation  that 
paffed  between  him  and  the  noble  Lord,  than  he  would 
then  repeat ;  and  he  called  upon  the  noble  Lord,  as  a 
Mjnifter  a&ing  upon  fair  and  honed  principles,  to  come 
forward  and  candidly  avow  what  were  his  motives  for 
a&ing  by  his  Honourable  Friend  in  a  manner  fo  appa- 
rently partial  and  unhandfome.  .  It  was  an  explanation 
which  the  noble  Lord  owed  to  himfejf,  to  that  Houfe,. 
and  to  the  Country,  and  which  he  [Mr.  D.]  hoped  he 
would  not  decline  giving. 

PRIME  SERJEANT  faid,  that  hid  right  honourable 
Friend  who  fat  befide  him,  would  be  very  much  want* 
ijig  to  the  duty  which  he  owed  to  his  Sovereign,  and  to 
the  (ituation  in  which  he  flood,  if  he  were  to  enter  into 
any  explanation,  dr  affign  to  any  individual  of  that 
Houfe  the  motives  influencing  him  in  the  exercife  of  a 
prerogative  of  the  Crown — to  do  fo  were  in  effe&  to 
refign  that  prerogative  and  betray  the  interefts  of  his 
Sovereign,  and  therefore  his  advice  to  the  noble  Lord 
would  be  to  maintain  utter  filence  on  the  lubjeft. 

Mr.  O'DOMEL  faid,  that  the  right  honourable  and. 
teamed  Serjeant  was  a  very  careful  guardian  of  the  no- 
ble Lord,  under  whole  banner  he  had  enlifted,  and  had 
impofed  a  very  prudent  (ilertce,  upon  him,  but  as  he 
bad  not  the  fame  power  over  his  lungs,  he  would  ex- 
plain the  reafons  for  this  prudential  filence.  M&ch  was 
faid  every  day  of  the  Auflrian  Generals,  and  the  feats 
of  ihe  Archduke  Charles  were  the  theme  of  public 
converfation  and  applaufe,  but  they  were  nothing  to 
thofe  of  General  Corruption,  who  ferved  under  the  no- 
ble Lord,  in  effe&ing  the  overthrow  of  the  Conftitu- 
tion  and  Independence  of  Ireland,  and  it  was  becaufe 
the  honourable  Colonel  was  an  honeft  opponent  of  this 
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Grneral  Corruption)  that  he  was  refefed  the  liberty 
of  vacating  his  feat— it  was  becaufe  he  fiipportext 
the  liberties  of  his  Country  againft  the  profligate  and 
wicked  meafure  of  an  Union,,  that  he  was  refufed  the 
Efcheatorfliip  of  Munfter,  in  the  expe&ation  that  he 
mud  either  flay  at  home  and  refign  his  regiment,  or  go 
abroad,  and  thereby  give  a  vote  more  to  the  Minifter  on 
the  next  difcuflion  of  his  favourite  meafure* , 

Mr.  A.  MOORE  was  proceeding  to  fpeak  to  the  fub- 
jcS,  when 

Mr.  ORMSBY  fpoke  to  order,  tie  faid  that  as  a 
member  had  been  announced  to  the  Houfe  as  having 
accepted  an  office  of  profit  under  the  Crown,  it  Was 
unebnftitutionai  to  debate  the  queftion  befpre  the  Houfe, 
ioafmuch  as  it  was  unconstitutional  the  People  (hould  not 
be  reprefented— -for  by  the  Place  Bill,  the  feat  was  a&u- 
ally  vacated  from  the  moment  of  that  acceptance,  and 
he  appealed  to  the  Chair  if  in  fuch  cafe  it  was  not  man- 
datory to  iffue  the  writ  ? 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  that  as  he  had  been  called  upon, 
he  muft  declare,  that  it  was  not  mandatory,  for  then, 
there  would  be  noNneceflhy  for  putting  a  queftion  on  the 
fubjeft— and  he  faid  the  Houfe  had  a  right  to  debate  any 
queftion  before  it* 

Mr.  ARTHUR  MOORE.— Sir,  I  had  little  expec- 
tation that  at  this  late  period  of  the  feffion,  we  (hould 
have  again  to  vindicate  the  Conftitution  of  the  Coun* 
try  and  the  privileges  of  Parliament;  againft  the  en- 
croachments of  power  and  the  wicked  proje As  of  cor- 
ruption, nor  is  it  poflible  to  conceive  how  Minifters  can 
juftify  fuch  a  partial  and  unfair  exercifc  of  the  prero- 
gative 


gativfe  of  the  Crown,  unlefs  they  are  determined  openly* 
and  broadly  to  confefs  and  declare  (that 'which  everjf 
day's  events  render  it  iifelefs  for  them  longer  to  conceal) 
that  they  are  refolved  to  carry  the  meafure  of  Union  by 
any,  "and  by  every  means,  and  to  tife  all  the  engines  and 
influence  of  power,  and  the  infidious  praQices  of  fraiid 
and  unfair  dealing,  to  bring  about  its  completion.     Sir, : 
there  is  no  man  who  is  an  attentive  obferver  >of  public 
occurrences,  »ijd  who  keeps  an  eye  on  the  meafures  of 
the  Adminiftration,  who  mud  not  have  feen,  and  fecn  with 
affii&ion,  that  the  meafures  which  have  been  taken,   and 
are  now  in  daily, and  unremitting  pradice,  to  effe£tuate 
the  Union,  are  fuch  as  no  honeft  man  can  juftify*  which, 
while  they  ftamp  the  authors  of  them  with  ihdelible  dif- 
grace,,  muft  render  the  incorporation  of  the  Legiflatures 
of  the  two  countries,  if  carried,   impermanent,  and  the 
discontents  and  calamities  of  this  nation,  eternal.     Was 
it  not,  Sir,  enough  that   the    whole  authority  of  the 
Court,   both  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  was  exerted  to 
bring  about  the  meafure,  and  that  upon  a  full  and  fair 
difcuflion  of  its  merits,   it  Avas  reje&ed  by  the  unbought 
and  uninfluenced  fenfe  of  the   Reprefentatives  of  the 
People  ?     Was  it  not  enough  that  fince  that  period  the 
efforts  of  corruption  have  been   redoubled— that  pro* 
mifes  are  lavifhed,  and  flipulations  made  for  offices  and 
honours— that  our  liberties  are  brought  to  market-overt, 
where  every  diflionefl:  man  may  fell  and  buy,  but  where 
no  honeft  man  is  permitted  to  fhew  his  face  ?     Is  it  not 
enough  that  the  public  fenfe  is  daily  mifreprefented  by 
fables  and*  falfe  reports,  of  change  of  fentiment— of  con- 
verfion  from  error— of  majorities  in  favour  of  the  mea- 
fure in  this  Houfe  ?     Is  it  not  enough   that  the  filter 
kingdom  and  the  Britifh  Cabinet,  are  evidently  and  de- 
fignedly  miflcd  and  mifinformed,  as  to  the  real  ftate  of 
public  opinion  in  this  country  ?     Is  it  not  enougU  that 
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{he  ptfblip  money  Is  perverted  to  the  purpofeof  extin« 
guifbing  the  free  and  fair  communication  of  opinion, 
pnd  of  corrupting  the   Prefs,  to  become  the  vehicle  of 
falfe  ftatement,  of  perfonal  calumniation,  and  of  Tibet 
of  the  |ri(h  Parliament  ?     Will  not  thefe  ipeans,  thefe 
efforts,    content  them  ?     Are  they  not  fatisfied    witfy 
having  the  purfe  and  the  power  of  the  country  in  theic 
hands,  and  a&ively  employed  in  forwarding  their  views) 
Are  they  ijot  content  with  purchafing  the  mercenary  aid 
ef  every  hireling  fcribbler,  and  circulating  gratis   the 
wicked,  fedftious  (nay,  I  thiAk,  in  fome  indices  little, 
if  at  all,   fhort  of)  treafonable  publications  of  interefted 
or  ignorant  men,    through  the  medium  of  the  public 
P oft- office,    to   all  parts  of  the    kingdom,   while  the 
communication  of  every   publication  in  favour  of  the 
^egiflative  independence  of  Ireland,  is  not  only  with-* 
held  but  forbidden  ?     Are  they  not  fatisfied  to  fap  and 
yndermine  our  Conftitution,  by  the  flow  and  filerit  ap* 
preaches  of  unremitting  corruption,    but  mud   it  be 
openly  and  boldly  aflailed  by  an  undifguifed  aggreffioa 
Vpo^i  th$  privileges  and  independence  of  Parliament  J 
Sir,  in  my  mind  the  ftatement  which  has  been  madefy 
my  honourable  Friend,  ought  to  roufe  the   indignation 
of  the  Houfe  againft  thofe  who  have  been  the  wicked 
adyifers  of  fo  unjuft  and  partial  an  exercife  of  a  prero- 
gative veiled  itk  the  Crown,  for  the  purpofe  of  guard- 
ing the  privileges,  and  fecuring  the  independence   of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons.     At  any  time,  or  under  any 
circumftances,  the  tranfadion  which  has  been  ftated  to 
have  taken  place  between  the  executive  Government 
and  the  honourable  and  gallant  Colonel,  would  have 
been  highly  difgraceful  to  the  Adminiflxation,  and  an 
ynpardonable  invafion  of  the  privileges  of  this  Houfe  ; 
but  that  fuch  condu&  ihould  be  purfued  at  a  time  when 
the  greatest  a$d  molt  important  fiibjeQ;  that  ever  agi* 
»'       "    '  ,  tated 


I© 

fated  a  free  affembly,  tsftttl  fufpended  over  our  heads, 
8t)d  is,  we  underftand,  again  to   be   brought  forward, 
thai  the  prafttce  of  Minifters  here  fhould  be  fo  different 
from  the  ftrofejjioni  of  Mr.  Pitt,  who  in*  his  fpeech  on 
the  Union*  aflures  Great  Britain,  and  Ireland,  and  Eu- 
rope,  that  the   meafure   is   not  to  be  refumed,  unlefe 
called  for  by  the*  free,  uninfluenced,  unequivocal   fenfc 
and  opinion  of  the  Parliament  and  People  of  Ireland ; 
that  the  People  of  both  nations  fhould  be  told  from  au- 
thority that  fair  meant  only  are  to  be  u/ed,  when  every 
foul  means  are  pra&ifed  ;    that  this   Houfe  fhould   be 
mocked  and  infulted  from  day  to  day  with  the  inftnoere 
affbrance'that  all  that  is  fought  for  on  the  fubje&,  is  the 
unbiased  fenfe  of  Parliament,  at  the  fame  time  that  before 
a  member  is  allowed  to  vacate  his  feat,  he  muft  condi- 
lion  J  hat  his  fucceflor  will  fupport  the  Union,  is  fuch  a 
tranfcendant   violation    of  Parliamentary  freedom,   as 
this  Hoofe  ought  not  "only  to  refent,  hut  to  punifli.     Sir, 
if  this  office  of  Efchea  torihip  is  to  be  diif&fed  of  by  the 
Crown  exctufively  to  thole.who  will  previoufly  condition 
to  fupport  the  meafures  of  rthe.  Miniftry,  the.  Place  Bitt»« 
inftead  of  being  a  means  of  fecuring  the  independence  of 
Parliament,  becomes  at  once  a  formidable  inftrument  of 
Minifterial  influence  and  corruption,  andinftead  of  being, 
a  barrier  of  defence  againft  the  undue  exercife  of  the 
prerogative,  it  legitimates  its  abufe,  and  forwards  and 
facilitates  its  encroachments.     Surely  a  bill  which  was 
fought  for  by„the  mod  popular  chara&er  in  this  country 
for  years— which  for  fo  many  fefiions  in  former  Parlia- 
ments was  fuccefsfutly  refitted  by  the  Court,  and  ,perfe* 
veringly  demanded  by  the.  Country ;  but  which,  was  at 
length  conceded  as  afacrifice  on  the  one  fide,  and  re-  . 
ceived  as  an   acquifition  on  the  other,  furely  this  po- 
pular ftatute  will   not  now  be  faid    to  authorize  the 
evil  it  was  ena&ed  to  repe<jy,  namely,  the  grievous 
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fcnd  enormous  influence  of  the  Mini  fliers  of  the  Crown, 
Over  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Peoplejn  Parliament.* 
Sir,  I  believe  there  is  no  honourable  Gentleman  in  this 
Houfe,  difpofed  to  queftion  the  undoubted  prerogative 
of  the  Crown  to  bellow  its  favours  on  thofe  whom  the 
Administration  (hall  think  fit  to  recommend-;  but  the 
Efcbeatorfhips  of  the  provinces '  are  now  become  mere 
nominal  offices— They  are  offices  now,  by  pra&icfc  and 
opinion,  exclufively  applicable  to  the  purpofe  of  occa- 

,  fional  vacation  of  the  feats  of  this  Houfe,  in  order  either 
to  accommodate  any  member  who  might  with  to  re- 
tire ffom  Parliament  altogether,  or  be  eKgible  for  ano- 
ther feat,  or  to  gratify  the  eled'ors  of  any  particular 
place,  by  giving  them  an  opportunity  of  eleflinj*  what- 
ever perfon  they  fhould  think  mo&  worthy  of  the  truft 
of  reprefenting  them.  This  is  the  ufe  made  of  the  no- 
minal  offices  in  England,  viz. 'the  Stewardship  of  the 
Three  Chiltern  Hundreds,  and  of  the  Manor  of  Eaft 

'  Hundred,  and  which  Mr.  Hatfel!  Hates  have  been,  fmce 
the  year  1750,  made  ufe  of  for  the  convenience  of  all 
parties,  an<J  which  the  Mjnifters  of  England  have  uni- 
formly and  impartially  fo  applied  for  the  purpofe  of  ac- 
commodation, where  the  feat  has  not  been  vacated  for 
any  pecuniary  confederation.  But,  Sir,  trie  fafts  ftated 
by  my  honourable  Friend,  not  only  fhewjhat  in  the 
prefent  inftance  the  rple  of  impartial  apcommodation 
has  been  departed  from,  but  a  moft  venal,  uncondi- 
tional, andillega!  ufe  made  of  the  office-^and  yet  the 
noble  Lord  will  not  condefcend  to  give  the  Houfe  of 
Commoift  any  exculpatory  explanation  of  the  conduft 
of  Adminiftration,  or  even  to  fay  a  word  in  mitigation 
of  the  feriotfs  charge  brought  again!*  himfelf.  If  the 
refpedability  of  my  honourable  Friend  w}io  has  men- 
tioned the  fubjeft,  is  to  be  only  noticed  by  a  fuperci- 
lious  indifference  and  a  faftidious  filence — if  the  anxiety 
of  the  Houfe  for  the  inviolability  of  its  privileges,  is 
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not  fufficient  to  induce  the  noble  Lcrd  to  avow  or  dif- 
avow  the  tranfajft  on,   furely  a  fenfe  of  what  is  due  to 
the  chara&er  of  the.  great  Minifter  who  employs  him, 
or  (what  ought  to  touch  him  more  fenfibly)  of  what  is 
due  to  himfclf,   render  it  incumbent  on  him  either  to 
refute  the  ace  u  fat  ion,  or  to  acknowledge    the   offence. 
But  the   learned   Gentleman   who  fills  fo  ably  and  ho* 
nourably  the  firft  office  in  his  profeflion  (Prime  Serjeant) 
has  enjoined  a  perfe&  filence  on  the  noble  Lord,  as  to  this 
fubje&^and  he  very  fagely,  and  perhaps  veiy  prudently, 
tells  us  that  for  the  noble  *hwd  to  fay  any  thing,  would 
•  be  to  betray  the  interefts  of  the  Crown  ;  and  an  honour- 
able Gentleman  on  the  fame  Ode   has  faid,  with  equa.1 
difcretion,.    that   it    is    irnpoflible  to    add    a  word  to 
what    has.  been  fo  ably  faid  by   Mr.  Prime    Serjeant, 
and  indeed   I   muft  entirely  agree  with   him,    that  it 
is  impoffible    to    fay    any   thing   on    tlje  fubjefit,  but 
what    the^  learned  Gentleman  has  faid — that  is,    it  is 
impoffible    to    fay  any.  thing   for    the   noble    Lord, 
,  but  to  impofe  the  v  mjqndion  of  filenoe   uppn  his  lips. 
It  is,  I  agree  with  the  honourable  Gentleman,   one  of 
thofe  topics  which  admits  of  nothing  being  faid  upon  H, 
becaufe  it  contains  a  charge  which  cannot  be  juftified,  and 
therefore  it  was  that  the  learned  Gentleman  not  only 
injpofecj  the  rule  of  filence,  but  very  nearly  fet  tlie  ex- 
ample; however,  Sir,  in  my  conception,  in  the  very 
few  words  which  the  learned  Gentlemen  has   uttered, 
he  has  given  a  very  unconditional  opinion-— he  re- 
forts  to  the   prerogative  of  the  Crown,  to  (belter  the 
Minifter  from  a  charge  of  having  violated  the  privileges 
of  Parliament.    Does  he  call  it  an  e*ercife  of  the  pre- 
rogative,  to  make  corrupt  bargains  with  the  msmbjers  of 
the  LegUlature,  to  make  the  reprefentation  of  the  peo- 
ple an  article  of  traffic,  and  to  impofe  terms  and  con- 
ditions  upon  individuals  previous  to  their  taking  their 
feats  in  this  Houfe  ?  is  it  a  prerogative  of  the  Crown 
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\q  violate  the  independence  of  Parliament  ?  is  it  the 
intereft  of  the  Crown  that  the  condu&of  wicked  Mini f- 
ters  {hould  neither  be  inveftigated  or  punifhed,  or^is  it 
the  right  of  the  Crown  to  withhold  from  this  Houfe 
thofe  fails  and  that  evidence  which  might  convi&  and  | 

condemn   the   guilty    violator    of  its  moft  facred  pri-  ] 

vtleges  ?    the    queftion   here  is  not  about   the  exercife 
of  the    prerogative,   but,   whether  an   individual  Minif-      * 
ter  has  abuftd  the  prerogative  for  the  purpofe  of  fub- 
verting— -firlU  the  freedom t  and  then  the  vxlfitnce  of  Par- 
liament :  and  in  this  tranfa&iQn  I  condder  the  interests 
of  the  Crown  and   of  this  Houfe  to  be  equally  betray- 
ed, becaufe  they  are   equally    intcreited    in    preferving 
the    integrity    and    inviolability    of   the    Conftitution. 
"Shall  it    then  be  faid    that  becaufe  the  Crown  has  the 
prerogative   of  beftowing.    offices,    that   therefore    the 
Minifter  Ihall   with  impunity  make  ufc  of.  the  power  of 
one  branch  of  the  Conftitution  to  fubvert  the  independ- 
ence of  another,4  and  to  deAroy  the   poife  and   balance 
of  the   whole  ?     Sir,   the  motion    before  the   Houfe, 
though  (imply  a  motion   to   iflfue  a  writ  for  a  vacant       r 
feat,  involves  in  it  every,  thing  of  importance  to  the 
dignity,  the  privileges,  and  the  exigence  of  this  Par- 
liament.   If  we  fanftion  the  undue  and  prcftituted  ufe 
which  has  been  made    ufe  of  the  offices  for  vacating 
feats   in  this  Houfe,   we  in  eflfecl  give  up  our  LegUla- 
ture  and  betray  our  Country.    The  only  queftion  for  us 
is  to  afcertain,   has  the  tranfa&iop  feted   taken  place? 
for  if  it  has,  its  wickednefs  and  illegality  cat\  be  dtfputed 
by  no  man,  it  is  charged  upon  the  adoxinHlration,  and 
it  is   not  denied.     I  believe  no  man  would  coofider  it 
either  an  injurious  .or   «)ilhonourable   difclo&re  of  tb* 
ftcrets  of  Government  to  deny  fuch  a  .fejious  charge 
if  the  noble  .Lord  could  j  but  if  it  be  /Hot  denied,  cm 
the  Houfe  do  any  thing  elfe  than  beliere  it  to  be  true, 
and  if  it  be  true,  and  that  this  Houfe  will  not  repro* 
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bate  and  punifh.it,  it.  will  be  better  fubmit  at  o  ice  to 
the  vaflalage  and  fervility  prepared  for  us,  it  will  be 
better  to  yield  the  Conftitution  with  a  good  grace  than 
to  have  it  taken  from  us  by,  fraudy  foil- dealing,  and  indi- 
reft  means,  it  will  be  better  to  embrace  with  courage 
the  inftant  dtath  of  air  Union,  than  to  enjoy  for  a  time 
a  precarious  and  painful  exigence,  with  the  melancholy 
certainty  before  our  eyes  of  clofing  our  career  in  ulti- 
mate and  inevitable  diffolution. 
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Mr.  PLUNKETT.— Sir,  I  did  hope  that  the  queftion 
put  with  fo  much  candour  and  moderation  by  my.  hon. 
Friend,  would  have  deceived  an  anfwer.  I  did  hope 
that  a  queftion  of  fuch  import  to  the  country,  and  to  the 
noble  Lord  to  whom  it  was  addrefled.  would  not  have 
been  treated  with  contemptuous  filence.  I  did  hope, 
Sir,  that  the  noble  Lord  would  have  felt  his  cha rafter, 
and  that  of  his  adminiftration  too  deeply  involved  in  the 
anfwer  to  that  queftion,  to  have  fufFered  him  to  perfift 
in  contemptuous  filence.  But  Sir,  as  I  fee  that  the 
noble  Lord  is  fubdued  by  the  irrefiftible  eloquence  of 
the  honorable  and  learned  Gentleman  who  fits  befide 
him,  and  that  he  feels  himfelf  compelled  to  yield  to  his 
all-powerful  injunction  ;  I  feel  myfelf  warranted  in 
fuppoiing,  that  any  anfwer  which  could  have  been  given 
to  the  queftion,  would  have  confirmed  in  its  fulleft  ex- 
tent the  charge  which  was  conveyed  in  it ;  and,  Sir, 
under  fuch  circumftances  I  can  no  lor  jer  remain  fil^nt. 
I  am  not  fond  of  obtrudingv  myfelf  upon  the  attention 
of  the  Houfe  ;  during  a  great  part  of  the  feffion,'I  ftave~ 
remained  a  fijent  fpe&ator  of'  meafures  which  1  ftrongly 
difapproved  ;  feeling  that  I  could  not  prevent  or  mend 
them,  I  was  fatisfied  to  look  on ;  but  Sir,  it  is  not  in 
human  nature  to  remain  a  paflive  obferver  of  conduft 
fuch  as  this.     What  fluff  does  the  noble  Lord  fuppofe 
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thisHoufe  or  this  Country  to  be  made  <?f,  does  he  con- 
fider  it  fo  abjeS  and  fo  carelefs,  that  even  the  form 
and'temblance  of  common  decency  fhould  Jbe  disregard- 
ed ?  The  noble  Lord  at  this  moment  exhibits  a  phot* 
nomenon  unexampled  in  the  hiftory  of  any  free  coun- 
try, after  being  baffled  and  difgraced  in  a  vital  meafure, 
he  continues  to  brave  the  parliament  and  the  people, 
and  to  tell  them  that  that  meafure  (hall  be  carried,  no 
matter  by  what  means.  I  am  told  Sir,  that  thisv ques- 
tion has  no  connexion  with  the  Union;  I  deny  it,  no 
two  queftions  can  be  more  eflentially  involved,  becaufe 
the  noble  Lord  by  fys  filence  on  this  night  ayows,  that 
he  means  by  a  barefacecf  exertion  of  prerogative,  to 
enforce  this  reprobated  meafure  againft  the  fair  fenfe  of  - 
Parliament  and  people,  and  therefore,  though  I  will 
not  tire  the  Houfe  by  trying  the  merits  of  a  qotftion  " 
whigh  has  been  already  fo  amply  difcufled  and  fo  ex- 
plicitly  reprobated,  I  will  beg  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Houfe  to  the  conduct  of  the  hobfe  Lord  and  of 
the  Government  in  the  rkofecufion  of  it*  This  mea- 
fure, Sir,  was  brought  forward  with  but  little  interval 
indeed  being  allowed  for  the  public  to  examine  it  before 
.  its  introduction  to  this  Houfe,  in  •that  little  interval 
however  public  fcorn  and  indignation  had  attached  upon 
Ft.  But  ftill  it  was  brought  into  this  Houfe  accompa- 
nied by  the  execrations  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  but  at 
the  fame  time  with  the  proud  boaft,  and  I  do  believe 
with  the  childifh  hope,  on  the  part  of  the  noble  Lord^ 
that  it  would  be  carried  by  a  triumphant  majority;  of 
its  fqte  I  need  not  remind  you;  it  was  flung  out  of 
parliament  with  abhorreiice.  How  Sir  was  the  majority 
formed  by  whom  it  was  reje&ed  ?•— was  any  man  bribed 
to  refift  the  Union  ?  was  any  man  promifed  to  refill 
the  Union?,  was  any  man  difmiffed  from  office,  or 
threatened  with  difmiflal  to  make  him  refill  the  Union  ? 
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was  the re  any  mean  motive,  or  felfifli  intereft,  or  fordid 
ftfie&ion  of  the  human  heart,   prcfled  into  the  fervice 
to  refill  the  Union  ?.  no  Sir,  it  was  difmifled  and  defeat- 
ed by  the  tnftind,  and  the  rejflon,  and  the  virtue,  and 
the  talents,  and  the  property  of  the  country.     What 
was  the  confequence  ?  have  the  honourable  men  who 
were  difmifled  from  office  been  reftored  ?  and  has  the 
ftbfurd  proje&or  who  failed  in  his  raih  experiment  been 
difmifled  ?  ih>  Sir,  but  the  -men  who  were  turned  out  of 
office,,  becaufe   they  gave   a   wife  and  honeft  opinion, 
which  has  been  cRifirmed  by  parliament,  and  by  the  na- 
tion, ate  kept  ont  of  office,  merely  becaufe  they  gave  that 
opinion,  and  the  Minifter  who  brought  forward  this 
weak  and  wicked  meafore,  after  being  difgraced  and 
baffled  retains   his  place.     I   therefore  repeat  it,  the 
noble  Lord  'exhibits  a  political  phenomenon  unparalleled 
in  the  hiftory  of  any  free  country.    In  former  times, 
when  the  Minrfter  has  found  thefenfe  of  the  Legislature 
and  the  country  againtt  him,  his  meafores  have  been 
abandoned,  and  he  himfetf  has  fought  fafety  in  retire- 
ment.    But   here  the  Mtnifter   retains  his  place,  and 
braves  the   Legtflature,  and  braves  the  Country,  and 
avows  his  perfeveranee  in  the   meafure    which   they 
have  trampled  on,  and  avows  his  determination  to  carry 
that  meafure  by   means  the  mod  unconftitutional  and 
fliamelefs.    Bat  Sir,  it  feems  we  were  a  faStion  who 
rejeftcd  it.     I  would  be   glad  to   know,  was  any  man 
amqngft  us  aduated  by  a  motive  of  felf-intereft  ?   [Mr. 
Martin  fa  Id  yes,]  I  fhould  be  glad  the  honourable  Mem- 
ber  would  point   out  the  irrftance  and  the  motive.     I 
fhould  be  glad  to  hear  the  folitary  inftance  amohgft  that 
majority,  of  a  man  fwayed  by  any  other  intereft  than 
that  which  is  common  to  every  Irifhman — the  intereft 
which  he  feels  and  fliares  with  the  Country  itfelf.    But 
Sir,  if  we  are  to  look  for  motives,  let  me  afk,  where 

was 


Was  the  untaught  and  uninfluenced  fenfe  of  parlia- 
ment  that   fapported   the    meafure  ?     I    have    heard 
much  frortkthe  friends  of  Union^  of  the  corruption   ef 
parliament;  on  which  fide  has  that  corruption  been  ar- 
rayed on  the  prefent  queftion?     I  have  heard  gf  116 
placemen  in  this  Houfe.     Let  me  oik  if  you  except 
the  men  who  fill  thofe  places  and  the  men  whp  have 
been  protnifed  them,  if  you  except  the  pofleflion  and 
the  reverfion  of  that  patronage,   if  you  except  the  met* 
who  have  been  promifed  promotion  and  rank  for  their 
fervices,   who  are   the  men   in  this   Houfe  who  have 
fupported   an  Union  ?    I  do  not   fay,  Sir,    that   fomp 
honeft  men  may  hot  have  fupported  the  meafure.     I 
believe  that  there  are  foroe  men  panic-ftruck  and  who 
would  refort  to  any  meafure  which  they  fancied  would 
'free  them  from  their  prefent  apprehenfions,  without  con- 
fidering  whether  the  meafure  propofed  is  really  fitted  to 
give  them  fecurity  ;  and  therefore  it  is  that  I  hail  with 
peculiar  pleafure  the  fiiccefs  of  his  MajeftyV  allies  on  the 
Continent,  becaufe  I  am  confident  that  if  peace  were  re- 
stored,  and  the  danger  of  French  invafion  and  French 
intrigueremoved,  there  would  not  be  one  honeft  voice 
in  the  kingdom   to  be  raifed  in  favour  of  this  ill-fated 
project.     Let  it  not  then  be  faid  that  the  Union  has 
been  defeated  by  a  fa&ion.     I  will  tell  the  noble  Lord 
who  are  the  fa&ion  that  have  defeated  it;  they  are  the 
fa&ion  who  have  put  down  the  rebellion  in  Ireland 
^efore  Great  Britain  gave   her  any  afllftance.    They 
are  the  faQion  by  whom  even  within  the  young  me- 
mory of  that   young  minifter,  the  connexion  between 
tbe  two  countries  has  been   preferved.     T^ey  are  the 
fa&ion  to  whom  it  is  owing  that  at  this  moment  a  vef- 
tige  of  the  Britifh  Government  is  to(  be  traced  exifting 
in  this  country.     They  are  the  fafikjon  without  whom 
you  would  lwve  loft  Ireland  in  tbe  lail  year,  and  with- 
out 


ti 
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out  whom  you  could  not  hold  it  .during  the  next.    I 
'  therefore  caution  the  noble  Lord   not  to  inHulge  him- 
felf  or  his  adherents  in  the  cant  of  branding  fuch  men 
with  the  name  of  fa&ion*  and  not- to  perfift  in  mea- 
fures  to  which  fuch  men  have  declared  their  rooted  an- 
tipathy.    But  Sir,  we  are  told  that  the  free  and  un- 
biafled  fenfe  of  Parliament,^  and  of  the  country  Ifluft 
be  obtained,  and  when  that   (hall  be  done  the  meafure 
will  again  be  brought  forward ;  does   the  noble  Lord 
really  expeft   that   credit   will  be  given  to  thofe  pro- 
feffions  ?   does  be  believe  us  to  be  fuch  dolts  and  dri- 
veilers  that  we  will  judge  his  conduft  by  thofe  aflertions, 
whilft  his  a&s  in  contradiction  of  them  are  flaring  us 
in  the  face  ?  does  the  noble  Lord  wi(h  to  have  the  unbi- 
afled  fenfe  of  Parliament,  and  does  he  at  the  fame  time 
refufe  permiffion   to  the  honourable  Colonel  to  vacate 
his  feat,  avowedly  becaufe  he  knows  his  fucceflbr  would 
be  hoftife  to  an  Union?    At  firfj  the  noble  Lord  pro* 
fefled  that  no  man  (hould  be  allowed  to  vacate,  unlefs 
he  gave  fatisfaftory  aflurance  that  his  feat  was  not  to 
be  fold.     I   date  it  as  a  fad,  and  defilre  to  be  contra* 
(lifted  if  it  is  not  fo,  that  the  noble   Lord  has  totally 
abandoned  that  principle,  which  I  admit  was  a  fair  and 
honourable  one.     I  (late  it  as  a  faft  that  fince  he  made 
that  profeffion  he  has  allowed  feats  to  be  vacated,  where 
he  knew  that  money  was  to  be  given  by  the  fucceflbr, 
and  that  he  has  refufed  permiffion  to  vacate,  as  in  the 
inftance  of  the  honourable  Colonel,    where  he  kntfw 
that  no  money  was  to  be  given.     I  ftate  it  as  a  fa£ 
that  it   is  publicly  avowed  by  Government  ttytt  voting 
or  not  voting  for  the  Union,  is  the  fole  rule  by  whicji 
the  permiffion  to  vacate  (hall  be  regulated.     Wilf  any 
man  after  this  be  fo  fenfelefs  as  to  believe  that  Govern- 
ment  wiihed  for  the  fair  fenfe  of  the  Parliament  or  of 
the  People ;  do  they.wifh  for  the  fair  fenfe  of  the  Peo- 
ple? 
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pie  ?  will  they  deny  that  they  have  purchafed  the 
newf-papers  to  admit  publications  only  on  j>ne  fide? 
will  they  deny  that  they  .have  inftrufted  Sheriffs  to 
prevent  the  fenfe  of  the  counties  being  colletted  by  the 
convening  of  county  meetings  ?  are  they  ready  now.  to 
have  the  counties  of  Ireland  convened  and  to  abide  the 
teft  of  their  declarations  on  the  queftion  ?  We  knbw, 
Sir,  that  the*  power  of  Government  has  been  drained 
in  every  ct>i*ner  of  the  kingdom,  to  prevent  th^  fenfe  of 
the  people  being  declared.  I  am  informed  tha,t  their  emif- 
fanesaQually  defcendedfo  low  as  to  threaten  a  publican  in 
the  city  of  Cork,  that  his  licence  fliould  be  withdrawn 
if  he  ventured  to  receive  into  his  houfe  a  number  of 
gentlemen,  who  afterwards  affixed  their  fignatures  to  an. 
addrefs,   thanking  the  Parliament   for  having   reje&ed 

V  *  «...  »  4  » 

the  Union..  Sir,  whilft  fuch  a,  fyftem  ispurfued?  it  is 
impoflible  to  believe  the  Government  of  the  country 
when  they  tell  us  that  they  wifti  for  the  real  fenfe 
of  the  country.  It  is  an  eafy  matter  to  call  us  to  give 
a  cafndid  difpuffion  to  the  fuj>je&.  They  may  tell  us 
diftinfily  (that  I  think  is  the  fafhionable  phrafe)  that 
the  meafure  is  not  to  be  preflcd  agAiftN  *he  fenfe  of 
Parliament  and  People.  They  may  clafp  their  hands, 
and  implore  us  not  to  prevent  a  fair  enquiry,  and  they 
may  fe|  this  verbage  to  any  tune  they  pleafe,  but  whilft 
their  tfondu&  (hews  that  they  are  {training  every  nerve 
to, corrupt  the, fenfe  of  Parliament,,  and  to  ftifle  the 
voice  of  the  People,  they  cannot  hope  to  be  believed, ' 
I  do  there/ore  caution  the.  noble  Lore}  againft  perfever- 
ing  in,  fuch  a  hopelefs1  and  jexafperating  fyfterii;  his 
meafure  he  never  can  accomplifli,  but  the  attempt 
may  prove  fatal  both  to  the  Government  and  to  thp 
Country. 

'     :  V  Mr. 
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,  The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  that  he  never 
felt  mOre  lurprifed  than  at  feeing  the  Houfe  involved  irt 
fuch  a  converfatfofi.     The  qucftion  before  it  was,  whe- 
ther i.  Member  having  vacated  his  feat,    by  accepting  a 
plage  of  profit  under  the  Crown,  a  hew  writ  of  elec- 
tion ihould  be  ifiued,  purfuant    to  the   ufage   of  the 
Htffcfe,  and  the  fpirit  of  the  Conftitution.     That  a  per- 
fori  accepting  ah  office  from  the  Crown  vacates  his  feat, 
tiiefeby,  was  a  fafl:  unqtieftionable,  and  it  followed  of 
ne'cefilty   that  a   new  writ  mud  be  iflued.-— nay  it  was 
mandatory  on  the  Houfe  to  iflue  it.— Whatever  may 
have  been  faid  about  the  Votes  and  opinions  of  Members 
on  his  fide  of  the  ftoufe,  who  held  offices  under  the 
Ofo.wtt,  lie  conceived  himfelf  to  be  as  independent  irt 
jtfiheiple  and  conduct  as  any  Member  in  that  Houfefi 
tfnd  a&iftg  in  the  fpirit  of  that  independence  he  would, 
irt  the  face  of  that  Houfe  and  the  hearing  of  every 
man  hi  it,   advife  the  noble  Lord  who  fat  bf fide  him  to 
maintain  that  filence,  which,  in  the  prefent  inftance  it 
was  fo  peculiarly  his  duty  to  do— -and  he  would  tell  the 
noble  Lord  that  he  would  a£t  moft  contemptibly,  and 
betray  the  truft  repofed  in  hirti  by  his  Sovereign,  if.  he 
defended  to  any  explanation  to  the  interrogatories  and 
crofs-quertions  put  to  him  by  individuals  of  that  Houfe 
--and  he   would  further  tell  him,  that   if  he  were  fa 
pitiful  as  to  render  to  any  man  in  that  Houfe  explaoa** 
tion  which  was  onty  due  to  his  Majefty,   he  would  beg 
of  him  to  get  an  Attorney  General  from  the  other 
Tide   of  the    Houfe. — But  what   was  all   thi#  clamour 
raifed  about  ?     Becaufe   the*  noble   Lordr  as  wa$:  his 
duty,  refufed  an  office,  which  would  have  gone  to  de- 
prive the  coriflituent   of  thofe   Parliamentary    fervices 
which  he  had  a  right  to  receive  from  the  reprefenta*- 
tive.     [A  loud  laugh  from  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe.] 
— Mn   Attorney  General,  in  continuation,  (aid,  that 

'-'."'•<•  •  he 
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He  would  not  be  put  down  by  an  ignorant  lau6:.— he 
would  #iew  it  was  an  ignorant  1^ ugh— for  as  foon  as 
thp  eleftors  make  phoice  of  a  reprefentative,  and  that 
lie  accepts  that  reprefentation,  they  have  a  yefted  right 
{n  his  fervice$*— Yesl  he  contended  that  it  was  the  fa&f 
and  the  law.  The  fubjeS  of  an  Union  was  foil  fo 
ftefh  in  the  memory  of  gentlemen  3t  the  other  fide  of 
$e  Jloufe,  that  they  could  not  think  or  fpeak  of  any 
thing  elfe,  and,  like  *  Alexander,  pluming  thenjfelves  oo 
the  vidory  which  jhey  obtained. 

**  Wwf  figM  their  battles  o*er  ag^ui, 
^  Ap^thrice  they  fl*/ the  fain." 

He  had  known  of  a  Prefbyteriart  faction  having  once 
endeavoured  to  appoint  a  Committee  for  the  purpofe  of 
diffofing  of  all  public  offices,  and  taking  the  controul 
oyer  them  entirely  out  of  jthe*  hands  of  the  Crown?' 
If  a  Mjnifter  were,  as  in  the  prefent  inftanoe,  to  be 
bullied  by  every  individual  of  Parliament,  and  brought 
to  account  for  his  ufe  of  that  branch  of  the  preroga- 
trye,  he  conceived  it  would  be  better  to  have  tjie  Pref* 
byteriaq  comnr|ittee  at  once.  Indeed  it  was  the  opinion  • 
of  the  fqge  and  erudite  Mrs.  M'Cawley,  that  fuch  an 
arrangement  were  moft  defirable,  and  it  might  be  the 
opinion  of  all  thofe  who  wifhed  to  leave  to  the  Crown 
nothing  but  the  rotffle  and  (hadow  of  autarky— -but 
as  he  had  the  misfortune  tp  differ  from  Mrs.  M*  Caw  ley, 
lie  would  recommend  to  the  Miniver  to  keep  the  difpo- 
fa)  4>f  offices  tp  hiipfelf,  and  not  to  betray  that  part  of 
the  prerogative  qf  the  Crown,  by  anfwering  the  inter* 
rogatories  of  any  Member  of  tbat  Ffoufet 

Mr.  J,  C.  BERESFORP  faid,  that  he  could  not  de- 
fire  p  better  argument  f§r  oppofmg  the  iflfye  of  the  writ, 
than  that  with  which  the  right  honourable  and  learned, 

P  %  Member 
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Member  had  fornifljed  hin\,  for. if  the  granting,  the  Efr 
cheatorfhip  of  Munfter  was  nothing  more  than  airick  by 
which  the  Reprefentative  was  enabled  to  cheat  the  Con- 
ftttuent,  he  would  in  fuch  cafe  think  it  good  grounds  for 
refufing  it  in  all  inftances.  But  in,  the  cafe  of  his  ho- 
nourable Friend  (Colonel  Cole)  how  would  it. appear  to 
the  people  of  this  country*  when  they  find  a  member 
faithful  to  their  interefts,  ordered  by  his  Majefty  on  fo- 
reign lervice,  and  then  refufed  a  nominal  office,  which 
would  enable  him  to  vacate  his  feat,  and  hi$  conflitu- 
ents  to  choofe  another  reprefentative  ? 

•.  •  •    .  •      » 

[Here  Mr.  B.  was  called   to,  order  by  Mr.  F.  Hut- 
chinfon,  who  faid,  that  he  had  got  ojjt  of  the  queftioo. 
before  the  Houfe.] 

/ 

Mr.  Beresford  proceeded  to  ftate  the  ill  effeft  it  would 
have  on  the  publip  mind,  when  they  fee  meriibe.rs  of, 
that  Houfe,  who  were  adyerfe  to  the  meafure  of.jm 
Union,  and  who  happened  to  hold  rank  in  the,  Britifli 
army,  fent  out  of  the  country  in  order  to  thin  the  Hpufe,, 
and' give  a  majority  to  Government— and  when  it 
would  be  ften  that  the  PlacerBill  was  made  a  tool  of  in 
the  hands  of  Government,  to  enflave  Parliament,  in- 
ftead  of  maimaiiihfg  it  free. 

r 
i  1 

Hon.  F.  HUTCHINSON  faid,  the  qiftftion  before 
the  Houfe  was,  whether  a  new  writ  fhould  iflue  for  the 
borough  of  KHmallock,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Oliver, 
who  had  accepted  an  office  of  profit  under  the  Crown  ? 
the  feat  being,  by  the  proyifions  of  the  Place-Bill,  thus 
become  vacant,  the  law  was  mandatory,  and  the  writ 
muft  iflue.  No  difference  of  opinion  could  arife.upon 
it ;  bin  Gentlemen  had  thought  proper  in  fpeaking  la 
this  fnbjeQ,  to  inrroduce  the  queftion  of.  the  Union:  -he  , 
'  '  *       -  '  had 
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had  called  his:  Honourable  Friend  (Mr.  J.  C  B.)  to  or- 
der, when  he  was  enlarging  on  'this  topic,  for  the  pur- 
pofeof  recalling  his  attention  to  the  queftion  under  de-  < 
-  bate,  and  not  from  an  apprehenficn  that  his  honourable 
Friend  could  fucceed  in  his  endeavour  to  inflame  the 
People.  The  feafon  for  that  delufibn-was  hour  paft— ■ 
the  difcuffions  which  had  taken  place  in  both  countries  , 
had  informed  the  public  judgment,  and  it  was  tod  lat^ 
now  to  pra£tife  any  delufion  upon  it  with  efFe£h  He 
faid.  that  to .  the  beft  of  his  obferv3tion  there  was  a 
ftrong  growing  fentiment  in  favour  of  the  Union  ii| 
many  parts  of  the  kingdom.  He  fpoke  more  particular- 
ly of  the  South,  where,  his  connexions  fay ;  he  faid  he. 
believed  it  to  be  trufc,  that  fifteen  parts  out  of  fixtesp  of 
the  property  of  the  county  Cork  had,  by  public  refolu- 
tions,  declared  their  opinions  in  favour  of  this  meafure; 
that  the  fentiment  of  a  mod  numerous  and  refpeftablc 
meeting,  held  in  Cork  had  been  long  fince  known ; 
that  he  had  taken  pains  to  inform  himfelf  of  the  opinion 
of  the  county  Kerry,  and  that  he  had  the  beft  grounded 
reafons  to  think-that  nearly  the  whole  weight  of  the  pro- 
perty of  that  cbunty  was  favourable  to  the  Union.  He 
faid,  he  referred  to  thofe  parts  of  the  kingdom  only 
with  ivhich  he  happened  to  be  particularly  conne&ed  ; 
that  from  thefe  and  fimilar  faQs,  which  other  Gentle- 
men might  ftate  from  their  local  knowledge,  he  defired 
permiflLon  to  controvert  the  afTertion  fo  often  repeated, 
that  the  fenfe  of  the  majority  of  the  nation  was  adverfe 
to  the  Union.  He  faid  he  could  not  help  obferving, 
that  this  aflertion  contained  in  itfelf  a  monftrous  affump- 
tion,  when  it  was  a  fa&  which  could  not  be  contro- . 
verted,  that  the  Catholics,  who  compofed  that  map- , 
rky,  had,  as  a  body,  cauttouily  refrained  from  deliver-* 
ingany  public  opi  nion  upon  the  queftion.  Hiving  men- 
tioned*! the    Catholic   body,"  he  ftated,    among  other 

grounds 
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grounds  of  argument,  that  he  fuftained  the  Union, 
"principally  becaufe  it  was  his  firm  perfuaiion  that  it 
would  have  the  effeft  of  reftoring  to  the  Catholics  they 
Juft  rights,  and  would  place  them  in  a  fituation  of  per*, 
fcfl  equality  with  their  Proteflant  fellowsfubje&S  ;  thaj 
in  fpcaking  of  Ireland,  it  ought  always  to  be  remem- 

-  bered,  that  no  nation  h$s  ever  been  in  this  refpe$  firm-? 

k  forly  circumftanced.  He  fa  id  it  was  time  tp  apply  a  re- 
medy to  the  evils  arifing  from  this  exclufion,  ancf  that 
conceiving  the  Union  to  be  that  remecjy,  hh  would  fuf- 
fain  it  whenfoeyer  brought  before  Parliament,  confiderr 
ing  it  as  a  meafiire  calculated^  amopg  other  wife  pur- 
pofes,  to  heal  the  diffenfions  of  this  country,  and  tp 
ftrengthen  and  cement  the  force  of  the  empire.— -He 
Begged  leave,  before  he  fat  down, ,  to  advert  to  fome 
obfervntions  which  had  been  made  on  the  condiiS  of 
Sheriffs.  He  had  the  honour  of  ftanding  in  that  fitua* 
tion  for  the  county  Tipperary — He  had  been  applied  tof 
tp  call  a  meeting  of  certain  baronies,  and  afterward^ 
had  received  a  requifition  to  convene  the  county,  to 
cionAder  of  the  question  of  a  Legiflatrye  Union :  he  had 
declined  to  comply  with  either  of  thefe  reauifitions ; 
but  in  fo  doing,  he  aded  in  compliance  with  the  opinio^ 
and  advice  of  the  majority  of  the  rank  and  property  of 
that  great  county,  whofe  fentiment?  he  had  thought  it 
his  duty  to  confute  and  by  whofe  fentiments  he  had 
been  dire&ed.  They  conceived,  from  the  difturbed 
ftate  of  the  country,  among  other  reafons,  that  the 
time  for  this  meeting  was  inopportune  ;  they  had  dated 
this  opinion  to  him  in  a  public  paper,  conceived  in  the 
ftrongeft  terms.*— His  opinion  coincided  with  theirs,  ^nc) 
he  had  aQed  accordingly. 


Right 
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Mr.  G.  PONSON8Y.— Sir,  I  have  not  been  in  the 
Houfe  Vb  hear  all  that  haj  been  faid,  but  t  am  (bock*  - 
ed    and,  afl9i&ed  to  understand  ,fcom   the   honourably 
Member  who  fpoke  laft  at  the  other  tide  of  the  Houfe,,. 
that  all  the  gentlemen  around  m6  bave  loft  their  fenfes* 
and  are  all  gone  mad..   This  affefis  me  extremely,  be* 
caufe  I  hppe  for  their  fober  concurrence   on  a  future 
day;  when  a  meafure  dire&ed  to  the  ruin  of  this  coun- 
try  fhall  again  be  difcufled  in  this  Houfe.    But  1  am  con- 
cerned, Mr.  Speaker,  to  find  by  the  fpeech  of  the  ho- 
nourable "Member  oppofite  me,  that  I  muft  look  to.  a 
lucid  interval  for  fuch  concurrence/    He  fays  the  Par-, 
liaipent  are  for  an  Union— that   the  people  are  for  an. 

Union— and.  yet  the  Parliament  is  to  excite  the  people 
■   "  *  "       '  '      'i    .'  '  ' 

tbrrebellion— -if  Parliament  fliould  be  fo  good  as  to  com- 
_  *  ■  * 

ply  with   their  wifhes  and  give  them  an  Union;  but 

tliis  is  not  the  extent  of  our  calamity  Sir,  for  I  find  a 

great  part  of  the  community  has  gone  mad  as  well  as 

this  Houfe,  for  notwithstanding  the  great  number'of  pub- 

lie  declarations  againft  the  meafure  of  an  Union,  thofe 

who  had  thus  declared" themfelves  are  now  in  a  fit  of  in- 

fanity,  mad  for  the  accbmplifliment  of  the  project.     It 

is   irnpoflible,    Mr.  Speaker,    to  bear  up  againft    thofe 

occafionat  and  n^tionaf  fits  of  infanity-^I  feel  it   dan- 

Serous  to  truft  myfelf  in  the  Houfe,   left  I  fliould  be 

bitten  and  go  mad  .myfelf  alfo. 

*  ...» 

I  do  riot  rife,  Mr.  Speaker*  to  debate  the    queflion 
of  Union— but  when  I  fpeak  on  that  before  the  Houfe, 

*D  1  &*' 
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V  feel  them  neccTarily  connected.  A.  writ  is  move<$  4o 
.  b&-iffued  for  the  fele&ion  of  a  njenjber,  ia  the  rooift  of 
one -who  has  accepted  fhe  Efcheatorfhip  of  Munfter.  I 
(hould  then  be  glad  to  know,  if  any  ipember  of  this 
Houfe,  holding  a  commiffion  in  the  army,  and  ordered 
on  foreign  fervice,  has  been  refqfed  the  Efcheatorfhip 
of  Munfter,  that  his  conftitu^nts  may  be  furntfhed 
with  an  opportunity  of  eleding  a  perfon  in  his  room— ? 
I  (hould  be  glad  to  know  that,  hecaufe  if  the  h8t  be  fo, 
I  (hould  not  fcruple  to  fay,  that  it  would  be  the  mod 
unjuft,  unfair,  and  unconftitutional  ufe  of  power  that 
ever  has  been  rnade.  If  a  place  merely  nominal,  and  given 
away  every  day,  (hquld  be  refufed  for  the  accoipmoda- 
tion  of  a  Member  of  this  Houfe,  merely  beoaufe  his 
opinions  did  not  coincide  with  thofe  of  the  Minifter  on. 

j 

a  particular  queftjon,  I  do  not  hefitate  to  fay,  that  if  is 
mod  (hameful  and  unjuft — What  then,  Mr.  Speaker, 
mm  I  to  think  of  the  declaration  that  the  people  are  fa- 
vourable to  the  Minister's  meafure,  when  he  refufes  to 
the  people  an  opportunity  of  being  reprefented  ?  •  It  is 
faid  that  the'  Minifter  has  the  power  of  refufing  this 
nominal  office.  It  is  true  fo  he  has,  but  he  {hould 
take  care  how  he  ufe  that  power,  and  the  Parliament 
Ihould  look  that  he  does  not  abufe  it.  When  fuch  con- 
du&  as  this  is  purfued,  caq  we  fay  that  Government  is 
keeping  an  even  hand  with  the  People  in  the  queftion  of 
an  Union.?  Am  I  to  underftand  that  Lord  Cornwallis-s 
Government  in  thi?  county  is  fuch  as  to  ufe  the  prero- 
gative 


gaitve  of  the  Crown  partially?  Am -I  ta  nn«!erftaA<f 
that  foeh  ft  the  complexion  of  his  Lord(hipfs  Govern- 
ment? Am  I  to  understand  that  it  is  determined  either 
by  force  or  fraud  to  earry  the  queftion  of  Union  ?—* 
Am  I  torecttUefit  the  words  tifed  by  the  noble  Lord  on  a 
former  night,  a- that  it  would  be  infinity  to  carry  this 
ifceafure  agamtt  the.fenfe  of  Parliament  and  of  the  Coun- 
try in  '  Am  I  to  fay,  that  what  would  haw  been  mfaiuty 
in  the  Minifter  then,  is  now  no  longer  fiich,  and  that 

we  having,   according  to  the  reafoning  of  an  honoura- 

i 

ble  Member  who  was  fpeakmg  when' I  entered  tfwr 
Houie,  loft  oar  fenfe*,  and  he  retaining  the  poffdRonof 
his,  the  people  are  at  length,  J>y  a  vexatious  ufe  of  the 
'  prerogative  of  fhe  Crown,  *  to  be  reduced  to  the  alterna- 
te of  bearing  with  a  forced  meafure,  or  refbrting  tor 
a&uol1  rebellion  ?  Is  this  the  fpontaneous  a  fit  of  Lord 
Cornwattis,  or  is  it  the  meafure  of.  the  Miniffer?  To 
whom  am  I  to  afcribe  the  merit  of  h  ?  Such  a  power 
was  never  before  praQifed  except  for  a  few  days  by 
Lord  North,  and  he  found  it  fo  odious  that  he  was 
obliged  to  relinquish  the  exercife  of  it.  The  noble 
Lord  has  copied  Lord  North  in  one  inftance,  and  I  wifb 
he  may  -  60  fo  (till  farther,  by  abandoning  a  iCondqft 
which  is  injurious  to  this  Houfe  and  to  the  Country, 
and  cannot  poflibly  promote  the  objefifc  which  he  has  in 
view,  for  I  can  tell- him  that  fuch  a  conduft  jvill  only 
ferve  to  confirm  and  ftrengthen  the  oppofition  of  this 
Houfe  and  of  the  People  of  Ireland  to  his  wicked  and 

abominable 


abominable  projeQL    I  know  the.  noble  Lord  cdn  refute, 
the  Efcheatorfhip  of  Munfter  to  the  honourable  Colonel 
to  whom  it  has  been  refufed — but  I  defire  him  to  confi- 
4er  the  effe&  it  will  have  onthe  public  mind-r-whether 
it  will  look  like  giving  the  opinion. of  this  Houfe  and  the- 
opinion  of  the  People,  fair  fcope  on  the  fubjeft  of  an 
Union— or  whether  it  will  not  appear  the  determination. 
of  Government  to  produce  a  majority  in  this  Houfc  on,, 
any  terms,  and  then,  being  produced,  leave  the  country 
no  alternative  between  acqutefcence  and   rebellion.     A 
/Gentleman,  m  obedience  to  the  command  of  his  Sove- 
reign, goes  to  the  coaft  of  Greece,  to  raife  and  drfcipV 
line  a.  body  of  barbarians,  in   the  caufe  of  his.  King, 
Bis  Country,   and  the  Empire,  and  what,  is  the  firft  re*,; 
ward  which  he  receives  from  his  Majefty's  Minifters  in, 
this  country  ?     The  refufal  of  that  nominal  office,  which 
would  allow  his  Condiments  to  ele&  another  Reprefen-* 
tative  to  take  care  pf  their  interefts.     Well !  be  it  fo— . 
if  the   noble  Lord  choofes,  it  mud  be  fo— I  know  it. 
muft  beacqpiefcedin— but  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  cau- 
tion   the  nOble  Lord  againft  the  confequences  of  fuch 
conditd,  and  to  apprize  the.  People  of  this  Country  of 
what  they  have  to  expe&  from  fuch  a  Minifter,  and  his 
Adminiftration.  .  / 


Right 
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Right  Hon,  W;  B,  PONSONBY,  in  anfwef-to  Mr, 
Attorney  General,    denied  that  the  acceptance  of  the 
Efcheatorihip  of  Plunder  made    it  mandator/ %  in   the 
Houft:  to  iffae  a  new  writ  of  ele&ion,   for  the  Efoufe 
had  at  all  times  the  complete  Government  of  its  own 
privileges.     He  alfo  denied  that   the  fentiment  of  the 
county  of  Cork  was  favourable  to  an  Union,   and  affect- 
ed on  the  contrary,  that  the  great  majority  of  property 
was   againft  it,   that   property  he  defcribed  to  be  the 
greateft  and  mod  refpe&able  in  the  county,  without  be- 
ing enchained  by  honours  or  emoluments  to  the  will  of 
Government.     If,    as  was  fo  vaumingly  dated,  there 
was  that **  growing  fentiment"  in  favour  of  an  Union-—, 
if,  as  was  afferted  by  the  Minifter  and  his  friends  in  that 
Houfe,  and  by  the  literary  inftruments  of  Union  difiemi- 
nated  through  the  country, ,  that  the  people  of  Ireland, 
wpre  friendly  to  the   meafure  of  an  Union,  why  then, 
were  the  people  prevented  from  exprefling  their  opinions 
on  the  fubjed  ?   No  danger  could  refult  t6  the  views  of 
Government  from  fuch  erpreffion,  and  would  be  infinite- 
iy  ftronger  proofs  of  their   wifhes,  and  accelerate  the 
meafure  of  Union  much  more  than  the  little  paltry  ad - 
drefles  and  advertifements,  which  were  obtained  by  fuch 
meannefs  of  artifice  and  felicitation.     As  to  what  had 
been  faid  of  the  Catholics  avoiding  to  exprefs  their  opi- 
nions on  the  fubjed,   it  was  eafily  accounted  for  in  the 
general  reftraint  laid  upon  opinion  that  was  not  favoura- 
ble to  the  Union,   and  had  they  even  been  fully  at  liber- 
ty to  declare  themfelves,  that  they  had  not  done  fo  was 
proof  ftrong  and  unequivocal  enough  that  they  difliked 
the  meafure  ;  nor  could  they,  having  a  regard  for  their 
country  and  for  their  own  interefts,   do  other  than  dif- 
like  it,  for  they  have  too  much  good  fenfe  not  to  know 
that  an  Union  would  for  ever  extinguish  their  political 
hopes.     With  refped  to  the  queftion  immediately  before 
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the  Hctife,  the  ele&ors  of  Kifrtialfock  had  a  right  to  be 
reprefented,  fo  had  thofe  of  Ennifkillen ;  but  the  one 
blight  not  to  be  excluded  from  the  benefits  held  out  to 
the  other,  and  he  trailed  that  the  nobfc  Lord  would  not 
be  fo  wanting  in  refpeS  to  the  Houfe  and  to  hkhfelf,  as 
lo  perfevere  in  the  filence  which  his  friends  had  impofed 
on  him.  / 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  faid,  that  in  the  debate  which 
Bad  been  provoked  from  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  he 
faw  nothing  but  that  kind  of  frantic  and  expiring  effort 
of  men  who,  confcious  that  the  opinion  of  the  country 
was  going  againft  them,  wiflied  to  inflame  the  public, 
mind  againft  a  meafure  which  they  felt  they  could  not 
prevent,  and  in  revenge  for  difappointed  ambition  tor 
excite  a  rebellious  feeling  in  the  country. — He  contended 
that  the  general  opinion  was  in  favour  of  an*.  Union, 
and  inftanced  the  Grand  Juries  of  the  counties  of  Ty- 
rone, Down,  and  others.  He  concluded  by  fupporting 
the  iflue  of  the  writ.  c 

x  Mr.  &TEWART  (Killymoon)  would  not  have  arifen, 
he  faid,  but  for  arvobfervation  which  had  fallen  from  an 
honourable  member,  relative  to  the  county  Tyrone— 
[Mr.  Alexander  whifpered  acrofs  the  table,  that  hj&  had 
faid  the  Grand  Jury]— Why,  Sir,  (faid. Mr.  S.)  the 
Grand  Jury  dtchnot  exprefs  itfelf  qn  the  fubjeft  of  an 
Union,  arid^jf  it  had,  I  have  no  doubt  but  it  would 
have  been  in  language  correfpondent  with  that  of  the 
county,  which  declared  itfelf  fo  decidedly  adverfe  to  the 
projefi  of  an  Union.*— Mr.  S.  continued,  that  it  was 
not  his  intention  to  have  rifen  to  the  fubjecfc  of  debate, 
but  as  he  was  up,  he  exprefled  a  hope  that  the  noble 
Lord  would  declare  that  be  intended  to  mike  no  impro- 
per life  of  that  prerogative  which  had  been  verted  in 

the 


if.      > 

4 

the  Crown  for  the  purpofe  of  "maintaining  the  freedom 
and  independence  of  Parliament 

.  The  CHANCELLOR  OF  THE  EXCHEQUER 
faid,  that  the  queftion  before  the  Houfe  was  firpply 
•whether  a  writ*f  ele&ion  (hould  iffue  for  the  borough 
§f  Kilmallock,  But  another  queftion  foreign  to  that 
had*, been  introduced,  and  queftions  put  to  the  noble 
Lord  which  it  were  culpable  in  him  to  reply  to. 
The  honourable  and  learned  Member  who  had  iuft 
fat  flown,  was  tqo  converfant  with  the  duties  of  ijainif- 
terial  fuuation,  not  to  know .  and-  feel  that  the  noble 
,  Lord  would  defert  his  duty  if  he  entered  into  explana- 
tion on  the  exercife  of  the  prerogative:  but  the  fa£t 
was  that  the'  prefent  debate  was  (truck  up  as  a  finale  to 
the  feflion,  and  to  aroufe  theN  public  difcontents  on  a 
queftion  which  had'  gdne  to  fleety  and  that  gentlemen 
we're  afraid  of  that  change  in  the  public  opinion  winch 
was  too  evident  for  them  to  overlook — he  would  fay  no 
more  than  to  advjfe  his  right  honourable  friend  to  de- 
cline anfwering  any  interrogatory,  and  to  fay  that ,  he 
would  vote  for  the  queftion  before  the  Houfe\ 

»  *  *  ■ 

Mr.  HARDY  fupported  the  motion.  He  entered 
Unto  a  ftiort  Mftory  of  the  origin  pf  the' Place  Bill, 
and  mentioned  that  at  a  meeting  of  thofe  who  origin- 
ally framed  it,  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to 
the  adoption  of  thofe  nominal  offices  which  had  given 
rife  to  the  prefent  motion.— Several  Gentlemen  wifhed 
that  no  office  like  the  Efcheatorfhip  of  Munfter  (hould 
exift— forefeeing  (what  indeed  had  now1  happened)  that- 
in  this  country  it  would  be  grofsly  abnfed,  but  that  his 
late  refpe&able  and  much  lamented  friend,  Mr,  Forbes, 
who  was  the  parent  of  the  Bill,  thought  otherwife, 
judging  from  the  pra&ice  of  England,  whtre  a  fimilar 
otHce,  the  Chiltern  Hundreds,  had  exiftsd,  merely  for 
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file  Accommodation  of  Members  mho  wifhed  to  retire 
from  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  had  in  almoft  every 
inftance  been  given  with  impartiality  by  every  Minifter  to 
gentlemen  at  one  fide  of  the  Houfe  as  well  as  the 
other.  But  could,  Mr.  Forbes  now  rife  from  his  grave, 
what  would  his  indignation  be,  to  fee  not  only  his  friends* 
prediQions  too  fatally  fulfilled— but  the  very  Bill,  whole 
objefil:  was  the  independency  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons* 
now  converted,  (hamefuily  and  fcandalbufly,  into  a  dead* 
fy  iftfirument,  not  only  for  the  deftru&ion  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  but  the  annihilation  of  dven  the  very 
name  of  Parliament  in  Ireland. 

After  a  few  words  from  the  honourable  Mr.  ^Trench, 
Mr.  F.  Trench,  and  the  Attorney  General,  the  queftion 
was  put,  and  carried  without  a  divifion, 

Mr*  MASON  thpn  moved  a  writ  of  eledion  for  th* 
fame  borough,  in  the  room  of  Silver  Oliver,  jun.  Efq, 
who  had  accepted  the  Efcheatorfliip  of  Miinfler.  Orr 
dered  accordingly. 

Colonel  M'DONEL  moved  the  iffue  of  a  writ  for 
the  county  Rofcommon,  vacated  by  the  Earl  of  KingP- 
ton  being  called  to  the  upper  Houfe.     Ordered. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BERESFORD  arofe  again,  ancj  declared 
that  he  felt  uneafy  at  the  afperfion  that  refted  againft  the 
Minifter  for  his  alledged  conduQ:  towards  Colonel  Cole* 
'and  willing  to  refcue  the  chara&er  of  the  noble  Lord* 
and  that  of  the  Government  with  which  he  was  con* 
he&ed,  from  imputations  under  which  the  noble  Lord 
had  been  advifed  to  remain  filent,  he  would  beg  leave 
to  move  an  humble  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  entreating 
that  his  Majefty  would  be  pleafed  tobeftow  on  the  Hon. 
R.  Cole  a  penfion  of  rol.  as  a  mark  of  the  Royal  fe* 
vour,  and  a  reward  for  his  loyal  fervices,  &c 

The 
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The  SPEAKER  having  intimated  to-Mr-vfe  that  *. 
grant  could  only  be  moved  for  in  the  Gofamittee  of 
Supply,  Mr.  Beresford  accordingly  moved  for  the  feid 
Committee* 

Mr.  BARRINGTON  faid,  that  he  had  oppifed  the 
Place  BHI  for  five  years*  and  even  when  it  wa*  brought 
in  under  the  fan&ion  of  Government,  becaufe  he  fore* 
few  that  it  would  be  either  nugatory  or  mifohievous. 
It  was  a  Bill  profeffing  to  fecure  the  independence  of 
Parliament ;  feut  in  f&Gt,  by  the  inadequacy  of  its  pro* 
yifions,  placed  a  fatal  power  in  the  hands  of  the  Go* 
vernment,  to  job  away  the  interefts  of  the  Nation,  and 
pervert  the  Law  of  the  land,  and  the  intention  of  the 
Legislature.     At  the  time  that  Bill  was  pafled,  he  afited 
ftrongly  in   fupport  of  the  then  Government,  and  had, 
in  cohfiftency  with  that  fupport,  for  many  years  firmly 
oppofed   the  enaftment  of  that  Bill ;  and  when  it  was 
at  length  agreed  too  by  Government,   he  continued  his 
eonfiftency,   by  fefufihg   his  aflent,    and  forefeeing  its 
conferences,    oppofed  the  meafilre,  and  by  doing  fo9 
fcighly  difoWiged  the  Government  with  which  he  waa 
4onrte£ked.     At  an  early  period  of  the  prefent  feffion, 
he  bad  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  the 
Law  which  had  given  birth  to  the    prefent  debate,  by 
the  manner  it  bad  been  a€ted  upon  by  the  noble  Lord 
on  theTreafury  Bench,  but  the  Houfe  had  not  thought 
proper  to.  fupport  him,  not  foreseeing  the  prefent  abufe 
of  the  Bill.— He  was  glad  now.  that  the  Houfe  would 
fee  the  principle  on  which  he  had  a&ed,  and  would  ac- 
knowledge its  force  and  juftice.    The  prefent  motion 
he  would  fupport,  although  he  did  not  much  approve  of 
i^j  for  he  confidered  the  better  way  would  be  at  once 
boldly  and  manfully  to  come  forward  with  ah  Addrefs 
to  his  Majefty,  ftatirig  the  grievance  of  hU  Commons  of 
frejand,  and  the  attempt  of  his  Miriifler  to  deftroy  the 
independence  of  Parliament,  by  (he  abufe  of  the  prero- 
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gattoof  tho  CrtWn;  to  ftate  to  h\$ .M£jA%.th«t  his 
Mimfter*  in  Irebndjr.affea&iog.tti  tab*  thafaic  opinion  of* 
theNat  ion,,  were  endeavouring;  to.  pack  a  Parljarheat 
•with  a  criminal  intention,  arid  had  denied  a  Legislative* 
right"  to  the  Nation/  which*  theyrrad  monopolized  foe  .. 
the  Crown,  and  proved  that  they,  did  not  wifh  for  the* 
genuine  opinion  of  an  honeft  Pari  lament-?- that  they 
wilhed  to  carry  by  fraud  what  they  could  noteffed  by 
cpnvi&ion,  and  to  convince  the  world  that  no  meafun; 
could  be  too  ftrong  or  too  ftiamelefs. which  Jed  to  the 
fobjugation  of  Ireland.  He  had  rather  this  mea Cure 
was  brought  forward  by  a  conftitutional  Addrefs  from  a. 
loyal  Parliament  to  a  conftitutipnal  Monarch.  The. 
prefent  motion  looked  fomething  likeprefling  upon  ths- 
Crown,  without  dating  the  caufes  of  that  preflure,  and 
calling  for  an  exercife  of  its  prerogative,  without  leav- 
ing upon  the  Journals  the  reafons  of  the  application.. 
However,  as  it  feemed  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  to  ga 
through  with  the  prefent  motion,  he  trufted  at  leaft  it 
would  open  the  eyes  of  the  independent  Members  of, 
Parliament,  to  the  vice  and  danger  by  which  they  were 
furrounded,  and  convince  the  Irifli  Nation  that  they, 
ipufl  fpeak  for  themfelves.  He.  would  vote  for  the  mo* 
tton,  if  perfifted  in  ;  but  (hould  prefer  an  Addrefs  to  the 

• 

Throne  of  our  Sovereign,  ftating  our  reafons  as  well  as 
pur  requeft.         •  .%.-•• 

The  CHANCELLOR  OF  THE  EXCHEQUER 

arofe,  and  rqoyed  the  queftioa  of  adjournment. 

r  ; 

Mr.  Q'DONEL  denied  that  the  queftion  which  the 
noble  Lord  had  been  deflred  not  to  anfwer  was  the  ques- 
tion of  an  individual  pf  that  Houfer— but  was  the  qtief- 
tion  of  the  Hpufe  put  ih  form  of  a  mqtiofh,  an  acquief- 
cence  to  which  would  refcue  the  Minlfter  from  the  impu- 
tations attaching  to  hisconduQ.  If  it  vris  perfiftediiv 
|p  get  rid  of  that  motion  by  the  indecorous  rpode  of  the 

queftion 
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queftien  of  adjournment,  it  would  be  fufficient  confirms 
tion  that  the  Minifter  was  perverting  the  prerogative  of 
rbe  Crown  for  the  purpdfe  of  deftroying  the  ConfKui- 
tidnj  and  though  he  fhould  do  it  fingly  and  unfuppoj-ted, 
he  (Mr.  O'D.)  would  at  a  future  day  mbve  in  that  Houfe 
for  the  impeachment  of  the  Minifter.  > 

»  » 

Mr.DOBBS,  faid,  .that  the  doarine  of  a  right  hoi 

nourable  and  learned  Gentleman  (the  Attorney  General) 
was  extraordinary  indeed,  that  the  Houfe  fhould  fpend 
its  time  in  debate,,  on  whether  a  new  writ  fliould  iflue, 
and  that  yet  in  no  poffible  cafe  the  Houfe  •  could  exer- 
cife  its  judgment,  on  the  queftion  whether  fuch  writ 
fhould  be  allowed.  This  he  trufted  was  not  a  quejtkm 
neceflary  to  argue,  the  conftant  ufage  of  the  Houfe 
having  already  decided  it.  As  to  the  merits  of  the  quef- 
tion  really  before  the  Houfe,  he  felt  himfelf  fettered  by 
Parliamentary  form,  but  he  was  at  liberty  to  fuppofe 
a  cafe. — He  was  at  liberty  to  fuppofe  it  poffible,  that  the 
Minifter  fhould  grant  the  place  of  Efcheator  to  the 
Members  of  a  Borough,  in  order  that  two  (hould  be  re- 
turned in  their  (lead,  who  fhould  vote  for  a  Legiflative 
Union,  and  that  the  purchafe  on  the  part  of  Govern- 
ment might  be  .  a  Peerage  to  him  who  procured  fuch 
returns.  He  was  at  liberty  to  fuppofe  it  poffible,  that 
the  fame  Minifter  refufed  to  an  honourable  Member, 
going  to  ferve  his  Country  in  a  military  capacity,  the 
opportunity  of  vacating'  his  feat,  becaufe  the  jconfe- 
quence  would  be,  that  a  Member  would  be  returned 
that  would  vote,  as  the  Member  to  be  fent  abroad 
would  have  done,  if  he  had  remained  at  home.  Now 
if  any  fuch  cafes  Were  to  arife,  he  could  not  helpayow- 
ing,  that  the  que  (I  ion  of  Legiflative  Union  had  not  fair 
play.  On  that  queftion  he  had  taken  time  to  confider. 
It  was  not  an  opinion  rafhly  taken  up,  and  he  was  more 
and  more  convinced  it  would  be  diflervicesble  both  to 

England 
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Sftglaftd  alid  Iretand^-and  he  here  paid  *  compliment  16 
the  able  fpeecfh  of  the  Speaker.  Bui  he  ibki  if  the  fate 
fenfeof  the  People  of  Ireland  was,  fairly  decided  to  b* 
aga'mft  him,  he  for  one  would  feel  hiftifelf  bound  to  fob- 
joait ;  and  he  would  then  endeavour  to  make  the  beft  of 
it.  He  begged  the  noble  Lord,  who  was  the  firft  Mi- 
aifterhere,  and  for  whom  he  had;a  perfonal  regard,  to 
confider  well,  before  he  allowed  his  Sovereign,  or  the 
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Pebple  of  Great  Britain  to  be  deceived,  by  a  mere  vote) 
ipf  that  Hojttfe  obtained  through  influence,  either  as  to 
places  in  poffeffion,  or  places  or  honours  in  expedition. 
As  to  an  honourable  Member  (Mr.  Alexander)  who  had 
aliedged  the  North  of  Ireland  to  be  friendly  to  an  Union, 
he  apprehended  he  was  greatly  deceived.  He  (Mr. 
I>obbs)  knew  a  good  deal  as  to  the  North,  and  his  con? 
viclion  was,  that  if  the  People*  fpoke  their  fentiments* 
they  would  be  decidedly  a  gain  ft  a  Legiflative  Union. 
•That  they  were  for  the  mod  part  filent,  had  various 
caufes.  The  laws  now  exiftihg  were  unknown  to  times 
of  tranquillity.  The  vaft  military  force  of  the  Country 
was  a^le  to  fupprefs  and  puni(h  opinion.  He  did  not  fay 
the  miferable  circumftances  of  the  times  did  not  warrant 
the  laws  enaded,  and  the  force  that  was  employed:  but 
he  did  not  hefitate  to  fay,  that  till  fuch  laws  were  re- 
pealed—that till  fuch  a  force  was  rendered  unhepefla- 
ry,  it  was  a  mockery  to  talk  of  tlje  true  lenfe  of  the 
People  of  Ireland  on  this  great  queffion,  that  is,  as  far 
as  human  regulation  can  bind,  to  bind  them  for  ever. 
Hefaid,  that  even  fuppofing  the  meafure  a  falutary  one, 
it  ought  to  be  allowed  to  work  its  own  way ;  but  to 
urge  it,  before  it  was  received  by  general  opinion,  was, 
in  his  mind,  fo  far  from  fecuring  the  connexion  be- 
tween  the  two  countries,  of  a  total  contrary  tendency. 
Before  he  fat  down,  he  called  again  on  thofe,  who  like 
him  were  againft  this  Legiflative  Union,  ferioufly  to  con- 
fider 


fider  hew*  they  Hood  ckeam&tnced,  sad  net  to  let  tht 
Minifter  of  England  outbid  them,  in  the  purohafe.  of  tho 
fentfim^its  of  their  ow^  People.  He  called  upon  then* 
again  to  confine  ralM hat  ceuld  he  given  w$tl|  ftfety  H* 
the  wiftmpf  our  owr>  People  of  every  defcription ;  andl 
he  added, .  that  he  would  again,  in  the  next  feffioft* 
taove  iiis  £ve  proportion*  for  .tranquillizing  Irefaod. 

Mr,  GEORQE  PQNSONBY.— Then;  §fo  !:«»<* 
underftand  the  qoble  L°rd  Jhil  I^onfe  is  to  adjoint,  be 
it  fa,  let  the  Houfe  adjourn*  let  the  npble  Lord  depart 
from  this  Houfe  at  jth^  head  of  his  miferable  any  deity* 
but  let  his  chara&er  go  along  with  him,  let  it  fkifc  fey 
his  fide,  let  it  cling  to  him,  let  it  be  unde;rftood  bf 
this  Houfe  and  by  the  Country,  that  all  the  noble  Lor<f* 
profeffions  w?re;,  hollow  :,ai*l  tiypocritioal*  the  canting 
of  a  mountebank,  Swift  (in  his  .  enumerations  of  th* 
qualities  requifite  for  a  great  Statefmlui)  fays^  that  the 
firft  and  mot  ireftefiary  \*4  that  hit  word*  Should  be  ap» 
plied  to  every  thing-  bat  the  indication  of  his  mind* 
however  deficient  the  noble  Lord  may  he  in  every  odied 
qualification  of  a  great  Statefman,  he  has  certainly  bee* 
mod  largely  gifted  with  tins.  Let  the  Houfe  adjourn* 
bat  let  it  be  wwferftood  by  this  Houfe  and  by  the  coua* 
try#  that  notwHhitending  the  folemn  declaration  of  that 
noble  Lord  in  this  Houfe,  that  the  meafune  of  a  Union 
(though  considered  by  him  as  neeeflary  to  the  profpe* 
perity  of  this  country,)  fliould  not   be  urged  without 
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their  free  umnftuenced  confent,  the  noble  Lord  has  had 
rccourfe  to,  the  meaneft  and.  bafeft  efforts*  in  dtred 
lontrndiAion  to  thofe-  profeffions.  Let  the  Houfe  ad- 
journ, "but  let  it  be  remembered  that  ithofe  powers  which 
have  been  ehtrufted  to  the.  noble  Lord  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  privileges  and  independence  of-  Parliament^ 

have 
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have  been  perverted  by  him  to  the  bafc  and  fraiiSalent 
purpofe  of  packing  that  Parliament  like  a  Grand  Jury# 
Let  the  Hotife  adjourn,  but  (et  it  be  remembered  that 
the  noble  Lord  is  at  the  head  of  a  great  army,  let  it 
Wander  flood  that  the  objed  of  the  noble  Lord  rs  to 
fork  the  Parliament  for  thepurpofe  of  carrying  a  "vote 
in  favour  of  his  meafure,  and  to  enforce  the  vote. of 
that  packed  parliament  by  that   army.     Let  the  Houfe 
srdjdum,  but  let  the  character   of  the  noble  ^ Lord  be 
folly  tonderftood,  *  let  it  ftick  to  him,  let  it  be  known 
that  he  is  fair  >in  profeflion,  but  foul  in  praQice;  let 
Ins  character  go  to  the  people,  let*  it  be  jmderftood  that 
after  his  faying  that  no  further  fteps  flvouW  be  taken  in 
this  meafure  until  this  Houfe  and  the  country  -Should 
have  changed  their  minds,   he  has  abufed  the  power 
of  the  Crown  to  fiipport  him  in  that  ^ery  condufl: 
againft  which  he  Stands  fo  fofemnfy  pledged:    Lerthe 
Houfe  adjourn— I  am  indifferent  as  to  the  fate  of  this 
question,  the  cbara&er  of  the  noble  Lord  frftd  of  the 
Government  *wift  go  forth  in  their  proper  colours,  let . 
thenv  perfift  in  their  fyftem  of  fraud  -and   corruption, 
it.  will  avail  them  nothing  when  it  is  (as  now  it  muft 
be)  perfeQly  understood,   it  will  only  confirm  the  Op- 
position of  this  Hoofe   and  of  the  country  to  a  mea- 
fure the  iniquity   of    which*  is  fufficiently    chafade- 
rifed  by  the  infamous  mean*  reforted  to'  for*  its  accom- 
plishment. • 

Mr>  M'CLELLAND  faid,  that  he  would  feel  un- 
worthy ihe  feat  which*  he  held  in  that  Houfe,  if  he  tame- 
ly fubmitted  to  hear  fuctvan  abominsble  fpeech  as  that 
whiobhad  been  juft  uttered.— He  called  the  recalle&ion 
of  the  Houfe  to  the  fuuation  in  which  the  country  then 
flood,  with  a  foreign  foe  threatening  invafion,  and  per- 
..."..    \       baps 
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taps  that  moment  on  the  coafls,  [a  laugh]-*-He  weald 
repeat,  that  the  fmiationof  the  country  was  fuch  as  to 
render  it  unjuftifiable  in  any  man  to  urge  the  accufations 
againft  the  Executive  Power,  which  had  been  urged—* 
and  he  contended  that  at  fuch  a  moment  no  loyal  man 
would  tell  the  people  that  the  Government  was  confpir* 
ing  the  deftru&ioi*  of  the  conftitutionai  libertMra-— 'jjsi  cry 
of  hear !  from  the  Opposition  fide  of  the  Houfe.]  Let 
them  hear— I  beg  they  may,  faid  Mr.  Bftt^Clellahd— and  I 
call  the  recollection  of  Gentlemen  to  the  very  different 
conduQ:  of  this  Houfe  in  the  laft  fefiion,  when  rebellion 
exifted  in  the  country,  and  the  foe  were  at  our  gates— 
when  every  man  expreffed  with  one  common  voice, 
'f- though  our  opinions  may  differ  in  fome  refpefib,  let 
us  ail  agree  in  this  moment  of  peril  in  fupporfing  the 
Government."  Wa*  the^  prefent  difcuffion  forced  by\ 
Government?  Not  but  it  originated  with  the  other 
fide,  and  at  a  moment  of  all  others  the  mod  dangerous 
to  agitpte  the  public  mind—a  moment  in  which  no  loyal 
man  could  liften  with  patience  to  any  member  pourtray- 

•  ing  the  Government  of  the  country  in  fuch  odious  terms. 
Good  God!  exclaimed  Mr.  M'Ctelland,  is  the  fpirit  of 
lpyalty  fled  from  this  Houfe, -that, -we  hear  fuch  language 
ufed  in  it  ?  I  would  recommend  to  the  honourable  and 
learned  Member  a  little  confiftency— arid  that  he  would 
on  the  prefent  occafion  adopt  that  neutrality  which  he 
pra&ifed,  when  the  country  was  involved  in  the  peril* 
of  laft  fummer-i— let  him  not  come  to  this  Houfe  for 
the'pftiTpofe  of  making  fpeeches  calumniating  Govern- 
ment, and  calculated  to  excite  a  fpirit  of  rebellion  in 

•  the  country.  Sir,  Ihave  rifen  to  exprefs  my  moft  in- 
dignant difapprobation, of, the  fpeech  of  the  honourable 
Member— and  in  doing  fo,  I  truft  I  do  but  exprefs  the 
dif approbation  of  the  majority  of  this  Houfe,  and  I  do 
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f r aft  vve  (hall  hear  no   more    fuch  fpeeches  in    this 
Houfe*  * 

t  *  .  • 

Colonel  M.  BERESFORD  e*prefled  himfelf  in  very 
warm  terms  of  difapprpbation  of  fuch  language  as 
Gentlemen  at  both  fides  of  the  Houfe  were  in  the  habit 
of  indulging  in. 

Mr.  MARTIN.— We  are  afked  if  the  conduft  of 
Lord'  ComwaMi&'s  Government  can  be  juftificd— and 
if  the  nation  will  not  judge  in  this  inftance  of  the  con- 
fidence due  to  his  administration  I  I  will  anfwer  for 
the  nation,  and  fay,  they  cannot  be  guilty  of  fuch 
folly  and  ingratitude.  But  be  it  fo— fay  that  this  in- 
ftance is  to  determine,  and  I  affert,  and  I  will  prove, 
that  no  fhadow  of  blame  can  attach  on  Government1 
Is  the  office  of  Efcheator  an  office  of  profit  or  hot  ?  ft 
is  an  office  of  profit  or  it  could  not  vacate  the  feat  of 
him  who  accepts  it*— and  if  an  office  of  profit,  it  is  in 
the  abfolute  unqueftioned  gift  of  the  Crown— and  we 
have  as  good  a  right  to  aflc,  why  remove  from  office 
the  late  Chancellor  of.  the  Exchequer,  as  we  have 
now  to-  enquire  why  not  grant  by  patent  the  /employ- 
ment  in  queftipn  to  the  honourable  Colonel  ?  This 
queftion  cannot  be  debated  until  this  Houfe  undertakes 
to  adminifter  the  duties  and  prerogatives  of  the  Crown. 
It  was  never  wife  or  juft  in  this  Houfe  to  trench  oil 
tie  acknowledged,  rights  of  our  King,  but  it  would  be 
ruii)  to  difpute  now  with  that  power  which  preferves" 
to  us  in  a  moment  of  general  diftra&ion,  life,  liberty, 
and  property.  To  refufe  to  grant  this  office  of  prQfiU 
is  the  right  of  the  Crown,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
guardians  of  that  right  tp  do  it  without .  explanation.  I 
will  tell  the  honourable  gentleman  that  k  liberal  and 

candid  nature  would  fee  nothing  to  which, to  object,  or 

to 
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to  term  unfair,    tyere  it  pariiafluytfary  t  could  c«e 

j  •  i  —  «... 

many  inftances  where  perfons  have  been  enabled  to  va* 
cate  feats  through  the  medium  of  this  office,  and  to 
have  perfons  unfriendly  to  the  Union  returned  in  their 
ftead;     This  no  man  can  deny— »and  I  afk  if  it  can  be 
controverted  }     It  is  not— it  cannot. .  I  conclude*  then, 
there  mud  be,  ;/  the  prefent  cafe  exift.  fomc  particu- 
lar motive  more  than  a  general  idea  that  the  perfen  \s 
not  friendly  to  the  meafure.     Suppofe  the  gentleman  to 
be  returned  in  the  ftead  of  him  who-  vaeatest  to*  have 
fo  far,  previous  to  all  difcuffion,  pledged  himfelf  againft 
a  meafure  that  it  was  impoilible  for  him  at  the  time  to 
under  Hand,   and  thereby  to   deprive  himfelf  of   being 
a  free  agent  on  the  greatest  fubjeft  that  was  ever  brought 
under    confideration,    will   any    man   fay    the   Minis- 
ters of  the  Crown  have  not  a  difcretionary  power  ?' 
and  if  they  have,  would  not  fuch  a  eafe  be  the  fitleft 
for  them  to  exert  that  difcretion  by  refufing  to  grant 
the  office  in  queftion?     Were  it  compatible  with  (th$ 
noble   Lord's  duty,   he  would*   perhaps,   declare  thai 
cafe  to  exift  now.     Let  the  nation  decide  on  this  me*? 
fure,  and  the  Administration,  and  I  fear  jiot  the  refult 
for  that   nobleman  whofe  virtues  and  talents  I  revere. 
But  the  country  will  not  fele&  *$?  trivial  ioftanoe   to. 
praife  where  they  can  choofe  from,  many. ,  Is  ir  not  by 
his  wifdom,  more  than  by  his  arms,  that  the  rebellion 
has  been  put  down?     Has  not  the  expefiation  of  hi* 
clemency  tione  as  much  t<>  prefecve  Ireland,  ps  the  ter- 
ror of  his  power  ?     I  fay,  Mr.  Speaker,  had  be  liftened 
to  intemperate,  bigoted  councils,  and  cottnfellors,  that 
when  the  French  landed  at  KilJafa,  the  rebellion  would 
rage  in  every  county  as  much  as  it  did  in  Wexford  at 
the  battle  QfNew-Rofs,  by  his  mercy  he  conquered  the 

rebels,  for  he  feparated  from  them  thofe  who   were 

■  .  .  «.  . .  , 

forced   by   terror,   or  even   thofe  who  were  deluded.^ 
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But  his  Excellency  boafts  a  better  eonqueft,  and  it  is 
one  over  himfelfy  over  his  own  nature,  when  his  duty 
forbid  him  to  fpare  thofe  who  by  irreclaimable  wicked- 
rtefs  became  the  proper  objeds  of  punifhment,  and 
where  real  objefls  of  puniftiment  have  been  found,  1 
defy  the  calumniators  of  his  adminiftration  not  to  allow 
that  his  Excellency  confidered  with  a  mild  firmnefs  what 
was  due  to  jujlice  as  well  as  to  humanity. 

I  know,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  are  three  or  four  indivi- 

.     ,  '        ■•      .  »  •♦     • .    . 

duals  who  blanie  what  aim  oft  as  many  millions  approve. 
The  Marquis  Cornwallis  did  not  ujbmii  to  be  the  pli- 
ant, docile,  pupil  of  thofe  who  ufed  to  command  when 
it  was  their  duty  to  obey,  but  without  fuch  affi- 
ance, and  in  defiance  even  of  their  machinations,  he 
has  faved  Ireland.  That  he  has  faved  Ireland,  witnefs 
the  confidence  of  a  dlfcipUned  army—witnefs  the  con- 
fidence  which  the  country  has  in  them,  and  wbiqh  both 
Kave  in  the  name  of  C&r/wra////.--*-That  he  has  faved 
Ireland,  witnefii  again  thfe  repofe  of  every  part  of  the 

i  *  » 

ifland,  with  an  enemy  hovering  on  our  qoaft,  and  kn&wn 
to  be  deftincd  for  that  purpofe.  Why  do  we  not  hear 
of  a  rebel  army  aflembling  ?  For  this  reafon— -that  no 
coufttry  was  ever*  in  a  better  ftate  of  preparation— fo 
%  ftiuch  fo,  that  the  wifh  of  every  loyal  man  now  is  to 
fee  the  enemy  land,  that  we  may  fee  him'  perifh,  or 
exift  only  in  a  {{ate  of  captivity.  Did  his  Excefiency 
accomplifh  this  by  confulting  any  6f  the  great  Parlia- 
mentary undertakers— no,  Sir,  he  was  enabled  only  to 
accomplish  it  by  fep^rating  from  them,  from  that  fac- 
tion who  expelled  one  Commander  in  Chief,  and  ob- 
liged the  th*n  Lord  Lieutenant  to  apply  for  his  recall. 
Thofe  are  the  afts,  Mr.  Speaker,  on  which  the  public 
will  decide  the  merits  of  his  Excellency's  Adminiftra- 
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tioa,  and  not  on  hearing  to  whom  the  office  of  Efuhea* 
tor  has  been  granted  or  refufed. 

r 

My  hoiuwable  friend  kerns  to  fuppofe  that  I  would 
undertake  \6  prove  individual  corruption  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Houfe.  This  I  did  not  aflert,  but  I  declared, 
that  there  was  an  intereft  attributable  to  them  as  a 
body*  and  this  I  re-affert— whether  in  obedience  to  this 
intereft  they  rendered  their  votes,  I  don't  pretend  ta 
-determine— that  fuch  an  intereft  exifted  I  will  prove; 
iirftj  as  to  the  county  Members:  it  was  reported  that 
one  Only  was- to  fit  in  the' Union  Parliament  for  each 
county-^-nQw  on  this  calculation,  half  the  county  Mem- 
bers muft  oppofe  the  meafure,  if  to  fit  in  Parliament 
be  an  obje&  worth  their  attention— but  if  the  half  re- 
maining, who  might  have  the  intereft, ,  many  of  them 
might  be  induced,  contrary  to  their  opinion,  to  vote 
againft  the  Union,  from  this  con fi deration,  that  if  they 
voted  for  the  Union,  and  by  that  vote  excluded  their  , 
colleague— that  fuch  colleague,  though  inferior  himfelf 
in  intereft,  might  join  fome  other  party  in  the  county 
or  counties,  fo  as  to  exclude  thofc  who  voted  for.  the 
Legislative  Union.  Npw  this  kind  of  reafoning  applies 
to  the  whole  Hotife  of  Commons— fuppofihg  the  num- 
ber returned  to  be  ico,  and  that  20a  are  excluded,  fo 
that  200,  out  of  300,  are  interested  to  vote  igaintt  the  , 
Union.  Whether  thofe  Gentlemen  virhd  vbted  againft: 
the  meafure,  voted  from,  the  preffure  of  this  intereft, 
is  not  decorous  to  affert.  I,  however,  cannot  find  it 
eafy  to  difcovera  better  or  mbre  cogent  reafon  for  the 
very  violent  oppofuion  that  has  been  given  to  a  mea- 
fure calculated  to  promote  the  general  weal  and  intereft 
of  the  Irifh  nation. 
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,     Mr-  J.  C.  BERESFORD  ft  id,  that  he  did  not  e?pe6k 
-his  motion  would  have  been  got  rid  of  by  the  uncereiWr 
nious  queftion  of  adjournment,   moved,   he  would  fay, 
almoft    uncivilly,  for  not  a  fingle  word  was  offered  in 
explanation.     He  faid  it  was  not  a  light  matter  that  t 
bill  pafled  for  the  purpofe  of  fecuring  the  independence 
of  Parliament,  Ihould  be  aded  upon  fo  as  to  produce  a 
contrary  eflfefit — and  if  afts  of  Parliament  were  to  be  fat 
perverted  with  impunity,  its  liberties  were  gone,  and  k 
was  of  little  moment  whether  there  wa.s  an  Union  or  not. 
If,  however,  the  queffion  of  adjournment  was  carried, 
it  Ihould  not  prevent  him  from  perfevering  in  his  motion, 
and  he  would  again  bring  it  forward  on  the  ift  of  ^une* 
and  again  and  again,  in  order  to  preferve  the  liberties  of 
Pariiamentt  and  of  the  Country.     It  was  the  faflijon  ii» 
lhat  Houfe  to  talk  of  French  invafion,  and  oppofe  \hH 
bugbear  *o  the  arguments  of  reafon,  and  of  truth  ;~* 
but  if  the  French  were  off  the  coafts,  he  thanked  God* 
there  was  fpirit  enough  in  the  country  to  refift.  theiii— * 
[hear!  heart] — and  if  rebellion  were  again  to  raife  it* 

bead,  he  thanked  God,  there  was  fpirit  enough  in  the 
country  to  fupprefs  it  [hear!  hear!]-!-But  if  rebellion 
were  again  to  revive,  it  would  be  by  the  Members  of 
that  Houfe  remaining  infenfible  to  fuch  an  abufe  9s  then 
occupied  the  attention,  of  the  Houfe.  Then,  indeed* 
rebellion  would  approach  in  its  moft  formidable  (hape*** 
for  the  confcioufnefs,  of  having  aififted  to  promote  it* 
Wuld  unnerve  the  arm  of  any  man  in  that  Houfe  who 
ihould  fo  grofsly  negle£k  his  duty  as  to  pafs  over  thejpon* 
du&  of  the  noble  Lord  in  filence.  As  to  the  threats 
of  invafion,  he  bad  not  patience  to  hear  the  freedom  of 
debate  attempted  to  be  put  down  by  fucb  contemptibly 
pretexts.  An  honourable  Member  had  entered  info. a, 
calculation  of  the  interefts  fwaying  the  Members- who 
voted  againft  an  Union.    It  was  tree,  they  did  feel  an 
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intereft  influencing  their  conduct,   but  it  was  that  which 

identified  them  with  their  conftituents — that  intereft 
which  was  excited  by  every  thing  dear  and  honour- 
able to  public  and  private  chara&er— that  intereft 
which  attached  the  Conftituent  and  the  Reprefentative 
to  each  other  by  a  fympathy  of  honeft  feeling— a  feel- 
ing which  he  trufted  would  ever  Warm  the  breafts  of 
honeft  Irtfhmen.  [Mr.  B.  concluded  amid  a  cry  of  heart 
tear  tj 

Rt.  tton.  LODGE  MORRES  ftrongly  cenfured  the 
irrelevant  difcuflion  which  had  been  introduced,  and  par- 
ticularly the  aflfertion  which  he  faid  had  teen  made, 
that  Lord  Cornwallis  was  at  the  head  of  160,000  armed 
men  for  the  purpofe  of  enflaving  the  Parliament  and  peo- 
ple of  Ireland  ;  [a  cry  of  No  1  No !  from  the  Oppo- 
sition Benches]  he  continued  that  to  his  conception  the 
aflfertion  had  been  made,  but,   however,  he  would  be 

1 

happy  to  find  himfelf  miftaken,  and  if  the  honour- 
fbl?  and  learned  Member  [Mr.  G.  P.]  had  not  made  ufe 
of  the  expreflipna*  he  had  then  an  opportunity  of  dif- 
avowing  them,  Mr.  Morres  then  fat  down,  and  the 
Other  fide  of  the  Houfe  remaining  (ilent,  he  again 
arofe,  and  faid,  that  aa  no  difavowal  had  been  made 
of  the  words  hp  had  mentioned,  he  was,  of  courfe, 
only  confirmed  in  the  opinion  that  they  had  been  fpokeu 
—[Another  cry  of  No!  from  the^.  other  fide  of  the 
Houfe.}  Mr.  Morres  fpdke  fucther,  but  in  fo  low  a  tone 
of  voice  that  we  were  not  able  to  colled  what  he 
faid. 

Mr.  PLUN&ETT.— Sir,  I  (hall  not  Jong  trefpafs  on 
your  attention,  as  much  of  what  had  occurred  to  me, 
has  been  already  urged  with  manlinefs  and  eloquence 
by  the  honourable  member  who  fits  near  me.  But  I 
utiuft  beg  leave  to  obferre  on  what  has  fallen  from  my 
^honourable  friend  on  the  ^ther  fide  [Mr.  Martin]'  with 
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refpe£Mo  tbe  preflure  of  interefted  motives  on  the  minds 
Of  thpfe  who  have  reje&ed  the  propofal  of  Union— Sir, 
what  I  originally  dated  was,  that  no  man  w.ho.oppofcd/ 
that  meafure,  was  a£ted  on  by  .  motives  of  individual  . 
intereft ;  but  fo  far  as  the  intereft*  of  the  individual  are 
wound  up  in  and  identified  with  thofe  of  the  country, 
I  mud  admit  with  the  honourable  Member  that  every 
Member  of  the  State  is  deeply  pledged  in  intereft  againft 
a  Legiflative  Union,-— You,  Sir,  had  already  proved 
that  the  profperity  of  the  People  of  Ireland  muft  be 
blighted  by  the  meafure,  and  the  iionourable  Member 
has  now  completed  the  demonftration,  by  (hewing  (hat 
it  would  be  equally  ruinous  to  the  Parliament:  The 
honourable  Gentleman  has  (hewn  that  every  Member^ 
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of  this  Heufe  is  as  fuch  interefted  againft  the  meafure, 
with  him  I  call  on  every  Member  of  this  Houfe  to  jok* 
in  its  reprobation.— rHe  has  (hewn  that  every  man  of 
rank  or  confequence  in  the  country  muft  (brink  into 
infignificance  if  the  meafure  (hould  be  adopted;  with 
him  I  call  on  every  man  of  rank  or  confequence  to  join  ' 
in  its  reprobation.— He  has  (hewn  that  there  is  no 
man  in  Ireland  pofieflTed  of  X300  per  annum,  who  muft 
not  find  the  baleful  effe&s  of  the  meafure ;  with  him 
t  call  on  every  man  of  that  defcription  to  join  in  its- 
reprobation,  and  now  Sir,  I  truft  that  after  you  have  ' 
by  arguments  unanfwered  and  unanfwerable,  convinced 
every  thinking  mind  of  what  the  interefts  of  the  na- 
tion demand,  and  after  the  honourable  member  has 
fatisfaSorily  proved,  what  the  interefts  of  the  Parlia- 
ment, and  of  the  rank  and  of  the  property  of  the 
country  demand,  that  no  voice  will  be  heard  in  favour 
of  this  execrable  fcheme,  but  that,  covered  with ,  the 
deteftation  of  Parliament  and  of  People,  it  will  be  dif- 
mifled  for  ever.  Sir,  an  honourable  Gentleman  who 
fpoke  from  a  back  bench  (Mr.  M'Clelland)  announced 
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Id  form  to  the  Hotife,  that  he  was  carried  away  oy  a 
ftorm  of  indignation  at  what  had  fallen  from  my  ho- 
nourable Friend  beiide  me  (Mr.  O.  Ponfonby,)  Sir,  I 
Really  was  much  alarmed  when  the  honourable  and 
learned  Gentleman  avowed  the  extent  of  his  ire,  he  had 
arrayed  hiflifelf  in  fuch  terrors  that  I  really  apprehend- 
ed he  would  have  been  hurried  beyond  all  bounds  of 
moderation,  and  that  the  temped  of  his  paflion  might 
have  whirled  him  into  fome  fatal  indifcretion ;   I  own, 
Sir,  I  was  much  relieved  by  finding  that  the.  honour- 
able and  learned  Gentleman's  indignation  had  con  fumed 
itfetf  in  his   exordium,  and  that  in  the  courfe  of  his 
fcbfervations  he  had  recovered  fuch  a  degree  of  pru- 
dence  and  tamenefs,  not   to   call  it  flatnefs,  that   the 
only  apprehenfion  to  be  entertained,  was  left  the  minif- 
ter  ftould  feel  no  great  degree  of  gratitude  for  his  exer- 
tions.   The  learned  and  honourable  Gentleman  was  fo 
indignant  "  that  he  afiually  difapproved  of  what  had 
fillen  from  the  honourable  Member  on  this  fide  $"  "  he 
was  fo  tranfported  by  wrath  that  he  really  did  not  ap~ 
prove  of  fuch  language  as  he  had  heard."    What  faid 
the  learned  Gentleman  ?  when  the  French  fleet  is  off  our 
coafts,  when  a  rebellion  is  raging  in  our  country,  are 
We  to   be  told  that  the  Government  of  the  country  is 
tiding  a  dtfconeft  part  ?  are   we  to  be  told  that  they 
hold  out  fair  pretences,  and  are  gtiihy  of  foul  pra&ices  ? 
are  we  to  be'  told  that  they  are  proceeding  to  carry  th& 
queftion  of  Union  by  force  or  fraud  ?     Is  it  not  to  be 
lamented,  Sir,  that  the  anger  which  is  fo  much  alive  at 
the  bare  mention  of  ihofe  enormities,  ftould  be  fo  to- 
tally unmoved  at  the  perpetration  of  them.     I  too  can 
feel  indignation,  I  c4n  fqy,  what,  when  the  fleets  of  the 
eremy  are  invading  your  coafe,  and  a  rebellion  raging 
in  your  country,  (hall  the  loyal  men  of  Ireland  b&sin- 
fulttd  by  hollow  pretences  and  wicked  deeds?  (hall  they 
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t>e  told  that  their, liberties  are  to  be  taken  from. them 
by  force  orfirapd  ?  (hall  they  fee  that  the  fyench&s  of 
Parliament  are  lo  be  (hot  againft  their  friends,  and  to 
be  filled  by  anuncpnftitjitional  exeroife  of  the  prerogative 
1*0  procure*  the  femblance  of  <a  majority?  ihall  they  be 
outraged  by  a  fyftem  of  condnd  which  ceafes  to  be 
fcand^lous  hvpocrify  only  in  fo  much  as  it  becomes 
barefaced  effrontery.  -I .  too  can  be  indignant,  but  I 
own  njy  indignation  flames  not  againft  the  honeil  man 
who  reprobates  their  crimes,  but  againft  the  wicked 
Minifter  who  commits  them.  Wha^ts  the  reafon,  fay» 
the  learned  Member,  that  we  have  hot  now  the  fame 
5^eal  and  unanimity  which,  difplayed  itfelf  laft  year, 
w^en  iqvafion  was  threatened  and  rebellion  reared  its 
creft?  Let  him  afk  the  noble  Lordr-rlet  him  afk  why 
has  this  frantic  and  wicked  fcheme  been  hatched  ?  I  will 
tell  the  Iearhed  Member  why  there  k  not  the  fame  zeal 
—it, is  becaufe  the. warm  blood  of  loyalty  has  beeif 
{cozen  by  this  projeft  of  an  .Union— it  is  becaufe  the 
honeft  arms  that  were  raifed  in  defence  of  the  ftate 
have  been  paralyfed  by  this  projcGt  of  an  Union— it 
is  becaufe  the  Government  of,  the  country  have  had  re- 
courfe  to  raeafure;  and  to  means  which  can  leave  room 
for  n6  other  fentiment  than  contempt,  and  deteftation  in 
every  honeft  breaft.  Sir,  I  truft  that  in  fpite  of  this* 
there  it  ft  ill  a  paramount  loyalty  and  patriotism  in  the 
country,  which  will  rife  fqperior  to  the  efforts  of  the 
Minifter,  and  which  will  boldly  exert  itfelf  againft  the 
Invader  or  the  Rebel ;  but  certainly  the  noble  Lord  can* 
not  take  any  blame  to  himfelf,  if  that  fentiment  .does  re- 
main unfubdued«rao  effort  On  his  part  has  been  fpared 
for  its  exttn&ion.  vSir,  I  confefs  I  did  at  one  time  re* 
joice  in  the  appointment  of  the  noble  Lord  to  ihe  Ad- 
miniftration  of,  thU  Country.  When  I  perceived  that 
wicked  az)d  deftru&ive  meafur^s  were  in  agitation,  Ire* 

joiced 


\ 

45 

joiced  that  &n  impotent  and  incapable  inftrument  was  fe- 
ie&ed  for  their  execution ;  but  I  have  cea fed  to  *Vnter>: 
tain  that  feeling,  becaufe  though  I  am  as  well  convinced 
as.  of  my  exiftence,  •  that  he  never  can  accomplish  his 
meafure,  I  fee  by  woful  experience  that  he  mty  do  infi~ 
nite  mifchief  in  attempting  it.  Sir,  there  are  no  talent* 
too  mean-Mhere  are  no  powfers  too  low,,  fortheaccQm-' 
plifomeht  of  mifchief— 1{  is  the  condition  of  our  fta(-? 
tore— -it  h  part  of  the  myfterioxis  and  irffcrutabte'-dtfpen- 
fation  of  Providence,  that  talent,  arid  virtue, -and  toif-' 
dorn,  are  neceflary  for  the  atchievement  of  great  good;; 
but  there  is  no  capacity  fo  vile  or  fo  wretched,  as*  not  tor 
be  adequate  to  the  perpetration  of  evil-*— I  do  therrfdW 
once  more  caution  the  noble  Lord  how  he'  precipitates 
this  country  into  a  fituation  from  which  power:  and  wfiP 
flora,  and  virtue  may  in  vain  endeavour  to  refcflfc  M: 
1  caution  him  npt  to  commit  the  two  countries*  byniif* 
reprefenting*  to  the  Government  of  England  the  real 
fituation  of  the  People  of  Ireland.^  We  411  remfifmbw 
with  what  pomp  and  fwagger  this  fatal  meafure  was  ft  ft 
introduced— *t  he  People  were  for  it— an  overgrown  ma  J 
jority  in  Parliament  were  for  if.  We  all  know  that 
thefe  were  iHufions  and  deceptions.  -  The  fame  tradte'  of  . 
abfurd  boafting  is  now  carrying  on— We  hear  it  faid  ih#i 
the  majority  in. Parliament  has  changed  its  mind.  I 
llvould  have  a  curiofity  to  hear  the  voice  of  any;  one  man 
of  thfct  majority  who  has  changed  his  m'md.  The  fy8t 
is  not  fo.  It  is  faid  the  People  have  ^hanged  their 
ipindsu  Where  do  you  find  tfyat  change?  Will,  you 
take  the  feafe  of  that  People  ?  The  fe)d  is  not  fo,  and 
you  know  it.  You  dare  not  make  the  experiment* 
Sir,  there  are  difhoneft  practices,  and  if  peiftvered  in, 
ffluft  end  in  fata!  mifchief — t  do  therefore  ufe  this  laft 
opportunity  which  the  prefent  feffion  may  afford,  to 
caution  the  noble  Lord  againft  committing  the  two'coufi- 
tries  by  fuch  delufibns— the  confequence  mud  reft  upon 
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lii*  head,  and  petor  indeed  will  be  the  atonement  which 
fuch  a  head  can  make  for  the  mifchiefs  which  fuch  a 
bead  can  cccafion  !  ' 

*  Sir  B.  MOCHE  arofe,  he  faid,  bec^ufe  he  could  not 
lit  filent  and  hear  fuch  language  ufed  in  that  Houfe— 
language,  which  he  h3d  been  in  the  habit  of  hearipg 
fince  the  year  1783,  and  to' which  all  the  etfls  of  this 
unhappy  country  were  owing-— language  only  calculated 
to  produce  anarchy  and  cpnfufion  throughout  the  lancj. 
Qn  the  fubjeft  of  an  Union,  fince  it  had  been  intro- 
<Juced  into  the  debate,  he  would  beg  leave  to  fay  on* 
word— he  confidered  it  to  be  the  only  radical  and  lalt- 
wig  remedy  for  the  evils  under  which  the  country  la- 
bours, and  upon  his  honour,  he  averred,  that  for  up^ 
ward  of  twenty  years  that  he  had  had  the  honour  of  a 
feat  in  that  Houfe,  he  had  been  confidering  that  things 
could  not  go  on  as  they  were,  and  whatever  clamour 
might  be  raifed  by  interefted  men,  againft  a  Legiflative 
Union,  he  would  venture  to  prophefy,  that  the  coun? 
fry  would  arrive  at  that  ftate,  that  when  the  Day  of  af- 
fliction and  Judgment  would  come,  the  People  of  Ire? 
land  would  call  out  and  implore  for  an  Union. 

Mr.  BARRINOTON.— I  ara  happy,  Sir,  to  coin* 
cide  with  the  honourable  Baronet— I  agree  entirely  with 
him  that  the  Day  of  Judgment  is  a  time  peculiarly 
adapted  to  the  difcuflion  of  a  Union. 

Sir  Boyle  Roche  interrupted,  and  was  flopped  by  the 


Mr.  BARRINGTON— The  honourable  Bart.  wa& 
perfe&ly  right,  that  on  that  day  the  eyes  of  the  Natioii 
Would  be  open  to  the*  me  fits  of  a  Union. 

*  Sir  TOYLE— Mr.  Speaker,  J  will  clear  myfelf T 

Mr.  BA^RiNqTON— Sir,  on  the  day  which  the 
honourable  Baronet  has  mentioned  for  the  difcuflion  of  a 
Union,  we  (hall  certainly  have  had  great  experience  as 
Xo  our  political  connexion— and  if  the  Honourable 
Baroatt  will  then  take  the  trouble  of  offering  his  fentt- 
""    '    k'""-,;  menu 


nee  its  o*  the  fabj$$,  I  d*re  fay  be  will  Bad. us  all  of  oner 

way  of  thinking  as  to  fhe  expediency rof  then  and  there 
difepffing  the  queflion,   when  the  lofs  of  our  corporeal 
appurtenances  may  fo  ftrongly  fharpen  ou'r  inteHe&s  at 
tfi  ftiew.us  the  many  advantages  to  be  clerivedTfrom  that 
meafure,  but  which  to  our   prefent  over-loaded  mortal 
capacity,  are  altogether  invifible.     Therefore  I  do  cer- 
tainly approve  of  the  Day    of  Judgment,  as  propofed 
by  the  noble  Bart,  for  its  difcuffion— -and  none  of  us, 
I  belieye,  will  then  feel  any  ftrong  inclination '  or  capa- 
city to  oppofe  our  Gpyernment.     An  honourable  Gen- 
tleman ha?  told  the  Houfe,  and  I  am  fure  he  could  have  _ 
no  doubt  of  gaining  credit  to  his  aflertion,  that  he  can 
find  his  way  to  the  Cattle — I  feel  fully  famfied  that  he 
does  find  his  way  to  the  Cattle,  and  fees   clearly  when 
he  gets  there — aye,  and  diftinguifhe$  imereft  from  no- 
intereft  as   well   as  any  gentleman  at   his   fide  of  the 
Houfe,    The  honourable  Gentleman,   Sir,  talks  of  fa* 
crificing  Parliamentary  fituation— «it  would  be  welt  for  hit 
constituents  he  never  had  an  opportunity  of  making  a . 
facrifice  which  marks  them  as  the  vidims.     He  talks  of 
Tefigning  the  hopes  which  that  fituation  infpires— he  beil 
knows  whether  he  has  a  Parliamentary  hope  remaining 
iroaccomplifhed.     The  Houfe,  Sir,  as  I  do,  mutt  admire 
the  honourable  Gentleman's  difintereftednefs  and  patriot* 
ifm,  and,  indeed,  believe  it  almoft  incredible !     The 
facrifices  he  talk*  of  making,  are  certainly  foitable  to. 
the  honourable  Gentleman's  public  fpirit  and  love  of  his 
Country,  and  in  following  fo  good  an  example,  I  truft 
I  will  be  excufed  fof  telling  the  Houfe  the  facrifices  I 
have   made-— I,    Sir,    will  not  talk  of   Parljpmentary 
power,  and  Parliamentary  hopes ;  perhaps  my  confti- 
tuents might  not  be  altogether  of  opinion  that  thefe  are 
the  fit  obje&s  of  Reprefentative  duty  and  fervice.    Sir,  I 
jiave  fecrificed  my  profeffional  promotion — I  have  facrif 
{feed  the  great  objeft  of  my  life  and  labours,  to  preferve 

w^onftience  and  my.chaifcfter-*-i  have  relinquifhed  the 
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mod  dear  and  refpefted  connexions  and  frbtidiTt Ips,  or* 
rather  they  have  rehftqcriihed  me,  becaufe  I  would  nof 
transfer  my  regard  for  their  private  worth  to  their  pub*: 
licconduft.  I,  Sir,  have  feparated  myfetf  From  a  0&* 
vefnroem  I  have  fupported  for  years,  becatife  Icould  no. 
longer  aft  with  them,  without  a&ing  againft  my  Gotin* 
try;  and  when  the  meafures  of  that  Government  be- 
came hoftite  to  the  independence  of  my  native  land,  I 
embraced  that  line  6f  condu6t  which  nature,  reafon, 
dfctyy  aod  virtue  pointed  out— I  left  the  Adipimftratibn, 
and  clung  to  my  Country.— Thefe,  Sir,  were  the  faori- 
fices  which  I  made,  and  to  thofe  1  am  ready,  if  necef- 
fary>  to  *dd»my  life1;    and  thefe,  Sip,   were  the  facri- 

.  fices  made  by  every  Gentleman  on  this  fide  of  the. 
Houfe*  with  whofe  motives  I  have  the  honour  of  being 
acquainted.  The  honourable  Gentleman  has  acknow- 
ledged his  facrifices  to  be  different,  and  the  Houfe  mud 
feel  they  are.  The  honourable  Gentleman*  will  pleafe 
to  do  me  credit  for  my  facrifices— and  with  refpeS  to 
thofe  which  he  has  made,  f  do  moil  devoutly  affu re 
him  that  not  a  fingle  particle  of  their  merit  w  loft  on 
mev  But  I  own  that  there  are  certainly  facrtflces  of 
great  importance  made  by  the  honourable  Gentleman** 

,  friends,  the  merit  of  which  I  neither  aflunie  or  afprre 
to— »/,  Sir,  do  not  aflume  to  have  facrificed  my  pri^ei* 
pie,  my  hoijefty,  or  my  chara&er— nor  do  I  afpire  to 
the  reward  of  fo  glorious  and  fp  difinte:  efted  a  facrifice. 
My  oppofition  to  Adminiftration,  did  not  receive  its, 
principle  of  exiftence  on  the  very  moment  the  m^afqr* 
of  an  Union  was  brought  forward  in  this  Houfe— I  fawr 
it  m  its  approaches— I  f3w  it  in  the  firft  meafures  of 
Lord  Cornwall's  Government-*— I  faw  it  -  in  a  fyftent 
which    divided   the  loyalty  of  the  Country,  'and  made 

m 

,  the  intereftiof  the  rebel  paramount*— for  had  the  loyalty 

\of  the  Country  remained   undivided,   the   Conftitution 

of  the  Country  dared  not  to  have  been  affailed.     This, 

Sir,  I  faw,  and  this  I  disapproved ;  but  let  the  Adroi- 

,  niftration 
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niftrat'on aga'fl ally  itfel£  to  the  Cosrftitution,  and!  wiW 

apirially  tnyfetf  to  the  Adminiftration,.     , 

•  j  ....  -    .* 

.  Sir,  this  meaCure,  it  is  faid,  will  ftrengthen  and  con- 
folidate  the  Empire,  and  /,w.puld  willingly  concw  in 
any  nieafure  which  could  effeS  fo  de Arable  an  objed*  ' 
without*  being  injurious  to  this  Country— I  would  ferv£ 
and  ureng'then  Grpat  Britain  as  4  friend,  but  never  as  a 
debenilant—l  would,  as  the  honourable  Baronet  mod  m- 
genioufly  remarked*  "  have  the  two  Jijlen.,  embrace  r*ch 
ether  like  one  brother  ;**  but  it  mould  be  the  embrace  of 
affection,  and  not  the  grafo  of  pow^r — the  natural  love 
and  foftering  attachment,  of  legitimate  primogeniture, 
and  not  the  interefted  profeffions  of  unnatural  avarice 
and  ambition.  Does  not  every . day  convince  us  that  it 
isnol'iiitended  to  deal  fairly  by  Ireland?  Men  difplaoed 
for  trieif  honefty,  and  others  elevated  for  their  vices— 
even  the  Capacity  of  profeflion  proftituted  to  the  obje&s 
of  fedu&ion.  Let  Gentlemen  refleft  upon  themfdves, 
and  tKey  will  probably  difcover  that  ii>  this  conteft  the 
real  iflue  is  between  intereft  and. integrity —=- —».     I 

could  not  conceive,   Sir,  that    the  moil  abandoned  Tale 

» 

of  principles  could  have  exhibited  fo  feeble,  yet  fo  pro- 
fligate a  difplay  of  jngument  as  that  ufed.from.  the  fe- 
cond  bench — that  the  dread  of  foreign.inyafion  was 
to  reftrain  the  freedom  of  Parliamentary  debate,  and 
indoce  this  Houfe  to  an  eafy  and  criminal  acquiefcence 
in  every  meafure  of  Adminiftration* 

This  bugbear  of  invafioq  is  a  hackneyed  tool  in  the 
hands  of  a  bungling  artift.  If  jnvafion  were  to  hap- 
pen, the  honourable  Gentleman  would  not  be  more 
reaay  td  draw  his  fword  in  defence  of  his  King,  than 
the  perfoh  whom  he  vilifies,  He  calls  up  all  his  fears 
and  aft  his  furmifes,  to  magnify  tht  dread  of  an  inva- 

"  ..  fioxi 


lion  of  tkirfliore  ;  yet  with  at!  the  unprincipled  bold-* 
ncfs  of  a  political  hero,  he  ruOies  on  every  occafion  to 
invade  and  overthrpv*  the  Conftitutkm. 


* ' 


•'  When  in  fupport  of  Government,  1  heert  myfelf 
fpoken  of  the  hazardous  tendency  of  a  ntedkfi  political 
oppofition,  when  rebellion  was  at  hand,  and  iflvafion 
was  eipe&ed ;  but  the  fubjeds  then  before  Parliament, 
were  frivolous  in  comparifon  to  the  prefent  meafure-— 
Whether  Dublin  (feould  be  guarded  by  a  watch  or  a  po* 
lice,  gave  as  many  fleeplefs  nights/  Our  time  was  oc- 
cupied, and*  our  paflions  inflamed,  on  the,  moft  unim* 
portant  fubje&s.  I  fuppqrted  the  Oovernmerit  on  it* 
bwn  principles,  and  with  all  my  power  I  refifted*  every 
innovation  on  the  Conftitution.  I  am confifterit-*-!  ,re~ 
fiflr  innovation  ftill  in  the  mefk  important  point— I  rcfift 
fha  moft  defperate,  the  moft  dangerous,  the  moft  over-  t 
Whelming  innovation  that  ever  was  attempted  to  be 
forced  upon  a  nation-—!  refift  a  Legifletive  Union— I  re* 
fift  every  meafure  which  aids  it  dire&ty,  etjtiivfreatty, 
or  indire&ly  ;  and  it  is  thofe  who  condemn  my  firmnefs* 

that  are  venal  and  inconfifteojr. 

.  '  * 

I  think,  Sir,  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  has 
propofed  the  queftion  of  adjournment,  has  mtftatan 
*  bis  duty  to  the  noble  Lord—imputations  of  the  moft 
criminal  nature  have  been  urged  againft  him  by  many; 
members  of  this  Houfe— -imputations  which  if  true; 
would  render  him  an  unfit  Minister  for  the  Grown,*  ami  a' 
juft  facrifice  to  the  nation*  but  I  mud  call  them  merely 
imputations,  unlefs  proved  or  admitted.  I,  Sir,  cannot 
acquiefce  in  a  condemnation  of  the  noble  Lord;  unlefs  his 
friends  avow  it.  It  is  not  proved— it  is  not  admitted; 
but  then  it  is  not  denied.    The  motion  goes  in  f*$  to  a, 

perfcnal 
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fltffon*!  c^Fge  agftinfl  the  noble  £>ord~amlthe  queiliop 
ftf  adjournment  goe^  tp  Jraqther  the  enquiry,  without 
contradi&ing  the  iiop^ta^ion.  If  a  pan  is  arraigned :  fair 
vr&igMy  crimes,  and  ppt  upon  his  defence,  arid  inftea^ 
of  pleading  *<?/ gutky,  tries  to  get  oJjFqn  a  quibble  *df  hh 
poimfejl,  j&AUgh  he:may  be.difcbarged  froito  cuftpdy*  te 
jw*lj,fl$yef  be  cHfchargfcd >  from  gpilt-^the  cproe  is  acr 
Jyap^dged  by  t j^  e/u^iop,  and  lp  is  held  03  infamout 
as  a  CjMwift*  I  wijh  /or  the  fake  -of  Government  an4 
pf,  the,  nobis  t.OFi>9  that  his  friend  wf  opld  withdraw  the 
jjpeftiw  ^f  ftdjour$ro*nt~^it  will  ftamp  both.  Why 
IhouJdfhe  noble  Lord  Submit  to  the  imputation  of  guilty 
ftpnqr  tfiap  declare  hi§  iooqeence  ?  Andttaugh  I>  Sir? 
and  others  may  leave  this  Houfe,  fuppofing  the  noWf 
Lord  incapable  of  the  offences  to  his  King  and  Country 
jfkh"  which  he  (fends  charged,  yet  it  will  be  impoifible 
fco -perfuaje,  the  pat  ion  that  he  would  have  ftifled  9, 
fcharge,  jf  he  could  effc&uaHy  oppofe  it,  and  they  wilt 
t<  l#d  taJbelieve  that  ttie  yileft  means  have  been  adopted, 
to-pa^fc  $gd  to  corrupt  their  Parliament, 

The  nice  and  accurate  dktincYions  of  a  Mjnrfter's  irir 
yicrjabjljty  of  -communication,  coined  by  his  friends  for 
£fe  ^*(?ufef  will  ke  rthrown^way  on  the  clumfy  u«der~ 
&U*4wgs  of  the  Jf^ nation,  who  will  cpnfider  things  a^ 
tkty  a<*e,  and  not  as,  they  npight  be.  I  therefore  repeat 
to.  *he  noble  Lord*  a»nd  in  refpeft  to  his  Mjpjefty'a  Go* 
ye^flpe^t,  LJic^pe  tha  qu^ftion  of  adjournment  will  no* 
$>e.perfifted  in  as  a  o&ea-fure  to  fcreen  a  oriffie  whichr  if 
faft*  no  rr^n  in  Great  Britain  could  approve,  and  ftft 
man  i&  Ireland  icon  Id  jttftjfy.  .    ; 

Sir,  |(  fear  I  haw  tsefpaffed,  o$  tfce  patienpe:  of  *b* 

Houfe  [a  gresp  ,cry  of , tear !  hear !],  and  ibajl  &J-  ^ 

#,  H  more 
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fmore  than  that  if  the  treatment  extended  to  my  honoofr  * 
able  Friend  (Colonef  Cole)  has  been  for  the  purpofe  of 
trying  the  pulfe  of  this  Houfe,  I  fancy  the  noble  Ldrd 
lias  gained  nothing  by  the  experiment-— and  ihould  the 
noble  Lord  or  his  fucceflbr  again  venture  to  bring  for- 
ward in  the'  abftraft  the  fubjeQ:  of  a  Legiflative  Union, 

^ttie  virtue  of  the  majority  of  the  Irilh  Parliament,  and 
the  fpirit  of  the  Irifli  Nation,  will  again  convince  the 
world  that  it  is  eafier  to  calumniate  than  to  overthrow 
the  Liberties  and  Independence  of  a  country.  We  are 
loyal,  but  we  are  free ;  and'  it  is  not  the  language  of 
Adminiftfation  that  fliall  inttave  us — I  prbteft  againft  the 
adjournment  on  the  part  both  of  my  King  and  my 
Country. 

The  CHANCELLOR  OF  THE  EXCHEQIJER 

! 

faid,  he  did  not  arife  to  detain  the  Houfe,  which  had 
been  but  too  long  occupied  by  a  debate  wholly  irrelevant 
to  the  queftion  before  it.  In  moving  the  queftion  of 
adjournment  be  conceived  he  had  only  a£ted  conforma- 
ble to  the  duty  attaching  to  his  official  fituation,  for  if 
•*    •      •  >  , 

on  every  fpur  of  the  moment  gentlemen  were  to  rife  in 
that  Houfe,  and  move  grants  and  penfions  as  led  by  their 
,   particular  friendfliips,  and  if  the  Houfe  were  to  accede, 
there  would  be  no   end  to  fuch   motions,  unlefs  by  the 
public  inability  to  comply  with  the  obje&  of  them.     He 
would   be    unworthy  the   important  fituation  which  he 
filled,  if  he  did  not  oppofe  fuch  motions,  and  if  he  did 
not  preface  the  motion  which  he  had  made  by  a  train 
^f  explanation,  it  Was   becaufe  he  conceived  the   pro- 
priety of  it  too  evident  to  every  man  in  that  Houfe,  to 
render  fuch  explanation    neceflary.    The    honourable 
Colonel  who  was  the  objeft  of  the  motion  made   by 
his  honourable  Trierid  (Mr.  Beresford)  might  be  fully 
<f  >  entitled 
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entitled  to  the  ifavour  of  his  Sovereign  and  that  Heufe  ; 
no maq,. entertained  ^an  higher  fenfe  of  his  merits,  but 
ftijl  the  decency. and  deliberation  of  Parliamentary  ufage 
Qvqul,4.not  be ,  defer  ted  on  his  accoimt,  anddue  notice 
fopu^  j*e  given  of  fuch  a  meafure  as  that  propofed* 
l^Lth  reipe$  to.the  Place-bill,  it  gentlemen  at  the 
qfjier  ^de,  of  therIJpufe  felt  it  a  public  grievance,  the 
proper  mode  was,  in  the  due  cpurfe  of  Parliamentary 
procedure,  |q  bring  in  a  bill,  either  to  amend  or  to  re* 
peal  it,  but  as  it  happened  to  be  a  law,  it  was  the  duty 
of  his  Majefty's  Minifters  to  a£k  upon  it  according  to 
the  befl:  judgment  they  could  form  of  its  fpirit,  and  ap- 
plicaf ion  to  the  public;  interefts.        \ 

Mr.  DAWSON  denied  that  the  part  he  h^d  taken 
in  the  debase  of  that  night,  arofe  from  any  motives  of 
pprfpnal  friendfhip,  but  from  a  fenfe  of  public  juftice— - 
for  great  as  was  his  regard  for  the  honourable  Colonel, 
he  had  (till  more  for\the  independenpe  of  Parliament, 
and  the  interefts  of  his  country,  againfl;  which  he  felt 
the  condufl:  of  the  Minifter  direSed,  by  the  ufe  which. 
in  the  prefeot  inftance,  he  had  made  of  the  Place-bill. 
He  did  not  want  that  bill  repealed— let  it  (land  j.  but  let 
its  operation  be  dealt  fairly  and  impartially  to  every  fide 
of  the^  Houfe:  Why,  he  aiked.  did  the  noble  Lord 
£eep  the  boroughs  full,  the  Members  of  which  he 
knew  would  vote  for  an  Union,  and  refufe  the  Efchea- 
torlhip  of  Munfter  to  thofe  who  he  knew  woulcj  OP* 
pofe  that  meafure  ?  Why  was  the  no{J§  Lord?s  pre- 
deceflbr  made  a  gentleman  at  large,,  and  another  mem- 
ber  brought  in  for  Armagh  ?  Was  it  fyecaufe  }ie  thought 
the,  influence,  of  the  Crown  too  great  in  that  Houfe, 
pr  becaufe  his  predeceflbr  flood  in  need  of  a  falary 
pf   150L    a   yea/?      Why  was    the  Efcheatoi;(hip  of 

H  $  Munfter 


§4 

r  .  •  ....... 

Ivfuiiftet  given  16  the  Wembef  for  Armagh,  and  refufebf 

to  the  Member  for  EnnMkiltert  ?•    I  witt  telT  yoil  why, 

faid  Mr.  D.— *Becaufe  ihe  ele&ors  of  finnifkitlen  would 

not  put  in  a  creature  of  the   Minifter's— and  becaufe 

that  MiaHler   knew   that  th<*  honourable  Colonel,  the 

prefent  Member,  had  too  much  loyalty,  courage,  and 

honour   to  refign  hid  tottimiffion,    when   appointed  td 

i  fer*ice  of  danger  by  his   Sovereign,    and    therefore,- 

iri  denying  him  the  poWer  of  vacating  his  feat,  thaf 

there  would  be  a'  vote  lefs  againft  the  meafure  of  air 

Union, 

•    .       •  <  -  •  ' 

Lord  CASTLEREAGH  rofe,  and  fakt  he  had  f*ti 
filent  during  the  whole  of  this  debate  in  refiftance  to 
the  repeated  demands  of  etplanation  from  Gentlemen 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  Hdufe,  determined  that  no4 
afTertions  hazarded  in  flippancy  of  debate— no  impulfb 
of  his  own  indignation,  excited  by  the  falfe  and  un- 
warrantable charges  imputed  to  that  Government  with 
which  he  had  the  honour  to  be  connected,  mould  forcer 
him  to  any  difclofure  of  motives^  which  by  the  con- 
fidential duties  of  his  fituation  he  was  bound  to  with* 
hold. — Feeling  himfelf,  therefore,  not  at  alt  obliged  to 
anfwer  thofe  loofc  interrogatories  whieh  the  honourable! 
Kfember,  or  thofe  with  whom  he  ad£d,  might  chooie 
to  dkeflf  to* him  upon  every'  defultory  difcuffion  which 
might  take  place,  he  had  only  to  aflure  the  honourable 
Member,  that  on  this,  or  any  other  queftion,  fairly 
brought  forward  'for  difcuffion,  he  flioufd  be  ready  at 
any  time  "to  meet  him  or  'any  other  methber,  smd  fairly 
and  fulfy  to  vindicate  the  motives  of  that  Government 
wifh  which  he  fed  the  Honour'  to  oecooneQed  In  atij 
ffleafore  rhfey  deemed  neceffary  to  brmg  forward.  Art 
honourable  Member  '[Mr.  G.  PonfonbyJ  httd  thought 

fit  to  impute  to  the  Government  of  the  country  the  moll 

unworthy 


u*#p*thy  *nd:  corrupt'  motives*   for  brfagwj  forward 
the  meafure.  which  they  connived  to  be  the  onljr  one. 
e&£toaUy'   catetflated    to   refcue    thil  country     f  rom  ^ 
the    nwfchtevous  conferences   of  the   language    ufetf 
m  thafcHfflsefc  by  the   HoBoorable  Member— laoglibge 
but  too  fataUy  calculated  to  alienate  from  the  Govern- 
ment  the  afFedions  of  r he  people,   and  to  excite  anar-* 
ohy  ancf  confufion  ;   but  ,notwithiiaadtng  the  language- 
that  Oentleraao  constantly  affumed  the  liberty  of  *dire3h~ 
ing  to  him,  he   (hould  never  obey  his  political  nod,  or* 
confider  himfelf  bound  to  anfwerall  interrogatories  hd 
might  rivink  proper  fo  addrefs  to  him.—The  hon.  Gen- 
tlenteft  was>confta  nitty  tn  the  habit  of  attributing  to  himfetf 
a  peculiar  fliare  of  political  virtue :— »But   how  were  hiV 
claims  -founded?  had  he  not  been  for  a  feries  of  years 
die  moft  devoted  tool  of  what  He  was  pleafedio  call 
Aiinifterhri  corruption,  by  being  at  feaft  the  moft  fedulous 
irtftrument  of*  the  AdminSftratton  under  which  he  once 
held  a  place  ;  but  quarrelling  with  Admittiflration  upon 
a  particufar  point,  he  became  one  of  ihe  fnoft  violent 
opponents  of  the  Crown;  and  hence aroffe  his  plans  of 
inform,  fcttd  alt  thofe  other  meafures  which  had  been  af 
once  rate  pttfars'bf  his  popularity,  the  ground- works  o¥ 
bis  proje&ed  aggfaridifmeor,  sold  the  themes  of  thofe  in- 
flammatory* declamations  by  which  he,  bad  afKfted  tb  *s 
kindle  the  popular  mind  of  this  country  mto  a  fltfrne* ; 
and  whefi  he  had  at  length  led  the  country  into  a  fifua- 
fion   otft  of  which  he  could  not1  extricate  her,  left* the  : 
country  and  the  Government  ro  ftmggle  it  our,  and 
fcceded  frofft  Parliament  i  « 

Having  thus  traced  the  honourable  Gentleman  ft  orti 
nk  (late  of  independence,  through  his  (late  of  popula- 
rity to  his  ftate  of  neutrality,  where  was  he  then 
found  ?     Why  in  an  obfcur*  oer nor  «f  the*  Four  Courts 

.   •  •*  apparent 
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apparent  oaflgcfeflce  whifpering  with  the  moft  fufpiciotte 
t$r*fa&ers  of  tbe^day-^ahd  after  having  thrown  off  his 
jrfcrfcoat,  which  he  woit  but  for  a  few  days  during  the 
l*e*r:of  rebettion,  he  comes  into  this  Ho**fe  to  traduce 
rire^  Government,  for  attempting  to  bring  forward  the 
#8ty  meaftHie  'which-  appeared  to  them  calculated  to 
ffenttfrfe  progrefs  of  that  rebellion,  to  the  excitement  of 
wfeich  *  his  own  fangViage  originally*  contributed  in  fo 
tmiuent  ar  degree.-— His  Lordfhip  oonelotited  by  voting 
for  t&e*fudttonof  adjournment 

.*.»"'  ■"'•■'       v  .  '•      » •  *  .  •  •  •  • 

-.  Mn  GEORGE  PONSONBY  was  rifing  to  reply 
~-b«4  was  pi  evented  by  a  geeeral  cry  of  fpoke ! 
ipoke  I*  ••*-<- 

J9Ligfe*  Hon*  W.  B,  PONSONBY.— A  right  hoo. 
Qe»tk;aaap  on  Jth.e  other,  fide" of  the  IJoufe  (Mfr  Corry) 
has  fauJ*  that  if  the  Place  Rill,  as  it  now  (lands,  is  con* 
fider,f  d,  as  a  grievance  the  prepex*.  way  would  be  to 
Vi^g  ip;,a.Bill  to  amend  \u  l.tjavo.  no  ofcie&ion  to,  doinjj 
fp?  jpfoyJ4c4  *he  Gentlemen  on  that  fide,  of  tfte  H^ufe 
yi)\  pledge,  thepifelyes  tfyat  Sh$  Houfe  ihajl  bq  permitted 
tp  fit  long  enough  to,  allow  the  Bill  to  gp  lljrough  the 
nec^fiary  forms;,, but  that  they  will  #9$  da  it*  would  not 
aftfwe^iheirpitrp^jsu-TTTbe.  paWs  ^ord  who,fpoke  laij, 
Jjjis  .taught  prober,  to  arraiga  the  :qori<ju£i;  pf  a>  Gentle- 
man who  (havings  fpoke  early  in  the  debqte)  jsj;  by  the 
rules  of  the  Houfe,  precluded  from  making  any  reply. 
As  the  political  condu&  of  thajt  Geraieman  fo  negeilarily 
connected  with  my  own,  I  mud  beg  leave  to  fay  a  few 
words  on  that  fubjeft.  The  .noble  Lord  has  talked  much 
Qf  inconfiftency.  When  the  noble  Lord  makes  that 
charge  againft  the  conduct  of  others,  he  would  do  well 
to  recolleQ  his  own ;  I  mult  fay,  he  is  the  laft  perfon 
from  whom  I  {hould    have  expe&ed  to  hear  fuch  a 

charge. 


57 

charge.  He  has  been  pleafed  to  mentloiv  Padlametttaty 
Reform.  /  was  the  mover  of  Parliamentary  Reform, 
and  I  glory  in  it.  /have  not  been  in  the  habit  of  mak- 
ing declarations,  and  rdinquifhing  them.  Every  engage- 
ment /  had  ever  made  to  the  country,  I  have  fulfilled  to 
the  utmoft  of  my  power.  The  Reform  was  not  brought 
forward  by  me,  and  thofe  with  whom  I  a&ed,  as  a  fpe- 
culative  or  theoretic  meafure.  The  abufes  and  corrup- 
tion of  Government,  called  for  it,  and  it  appeared  to  us 
to  be  the  only  remaining  pofltble  remedy.  Can  the  nob- 
ble Lord  (like  his  matter,  the  Minifter  of  England, 
whom  he  endeavours  to  copy)  forget  that  he  was  him&Jf 
theftrenuous  fupporter  of  Reform  ?  If  he  has,  let  him 
aik  the  county  of  Down— the  county  ef  Down  knows 
it.  The  noble  Lord  has  talked  of  difappointed  ambition. 
I  will  tell  the  noble  Lord  that  I  have  been  more  than  once 
in  my  life  in  a  Situation  to  fpurn  at  every  honour  and 
emolument  that  the  'Government  of  the  Country  could 
offer,  becaufe  I  felt  that  the  conduct  which  I  fhould  fee 
required  to  adopt,  in  confequence  of  accepting  them 
would  be  degrading  and  difgraceful.  What  has1  the  no- 
ble Lord  refufed,  that  has  been  offered  to  him  ?  What 
facrifices  has  he  made  to  thofe  principles  which  he  pre- 
tends to  pofTefs*  But  I  will  fay  no  more — I  fhould  (corn 
to  enter  into  a  competition  of  character  -with  the  nobte 
Lord — an  honed  and  impartial  country  will,  I  truft, 
judge  between  us. 

The  question  was  then  put<— 

For  the  adjournment,  47 

Againft  it,  33 

The  Houfe    accordingly   adjourned    to    the    iff:  of 
June. 

s 

THE   END. 
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PREFACE. 


jtLS  the  Union  between  Great  Britain  arid  Ireland 
now  approaches  to  its  final  completion,  every  man 
who  loves  his  country  mud  with  that  its  good  effe&s 
Ihould  be  felt  as  early  as  poffible.  To  forward  this 
obje£t,  nothing,  I  was  of  opinion,  would  contribute 
more  in  the  firft  out-fet,  than  the  calming  of  the  public 
mind,  and  reconciling  it  to  the  reception  of  the 
adopted  meafure.  This,  like  every  other  law  when 
once  it  has  paffed,  fhould  be  ehearfully  acquiefced 
in,  that  its  good  intents  may  not  be  fruftrated. 
And  as  the  voice  of  the  living  could  not  charm  the 
deaf  adder—for  though  the  ferpent  be  abhorrent, 
to  her  foil,  yet  Ireland  is  to  herfelf  an  adder,  that 
obftinately  (hutteth  her  ears,  and  heareth  only  the 
notes  of  her  own  harp— I  was  willing  to  try  what 
the  wifdom  of  the  dead  could  effe&,  and  whether 
their  voice  might  not  prevail. 

But  while  I  lament  that  fatal  obftinacy,  which,  to 
ufe  a  phrafe  of  Dean  Tucker,  the  lenient  hand  of 
time  can  alone  a  flu  age  or  foften,  I  admire  the  prin- 
ciple that  gives  it  birth  ?  it  is  founded  in  patriotifm* 
and  is  but  the .  excefs  of  that  virtue.  The  zeal  that^ 
continues  to  oppofe*  I  am  willing  to  excufe :  it  is  an 

a  honeft 
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honeft  warmth,  that  wants  only  to  be  well  directed* 
to  fliew  what  great  things  it  is  capable  of  perform* 
ing.  But  in  the  prefent  forenefs  and  inflammation  of 
the  public  iirind,  whatever  may  ^ehd  to  foothe  or* 
confole,  to  inform  the  ignorant,  or  determine  the 
fluctuating,  fhould  in  my  opinion  be  attempted,  in 
order  to  conciliate  the  country,  and  bring  the  mul- 
titude to  a  right  underftanding ;  and  above  all,  to 
ibt  thsm  fee  rim  their  governors  arfe  not  their  ene- 
mies, as  feme  wicked  arid  defigning  mttn  have  endea- 
voured to  mafce  th*m  believfe* 

But  if  minifters  bfe  the  ehefoies  of  the 'country, 
thfen  alfo  were  the  g**at  "and  good  men  who  pre- 
ceded them,  an<l  but  advifed  the  very  fatae  ftieafai'e, 
the  etfemies  of  thtefr  country  t  though  it  is  certain, 
tftat  hdthirig -1  but  extreme  rgntfrance,  fcnd  extrcitre 
j^erVerferiefs,  with  a  total  Want  of  virtue  in  hhnfelf, 
eaft  tnatee  &ny  man  aflfert,  that  the  faireft  and  bright- 
dt  chara&ers  of  th^ir  tefpe&ive  ages,  had  plotted 
afwd  confpired  tlie  deftru&ion  of  thefe  kingdoms. 
At  all  events,  foppofmg  the  arguments  of  tinzfteftfit 
(fey  to  be  equally  pdifed  between  the  contending  par- 
ties^ ffie  fevefal  ctrtiifftftaftees  of  wif3bm,and  talents, 
and  I  may  add,  public  virtue,  fa  pofition,  hdwever, 
which  I  do  not  by  any  'means  ^tTlow,  except  dnly 
for  lite,  fnoment,)  whemthe  weight— 1  entreat  it 
ri&y  ftbt  be  called  the  dead  weight— of  fo  many  de- 
pafted  Worthies  that  have  bbrne  their  teftimony  to 
the  excellence  of  Union,  fiiall  be  caft  into  one  of 
the  fcales,  its  preponderance  cannot  fail  to  turn  the 
balance  ;  and  the  more  fo/becaufe  tqual  refpeft  is 

not 
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not  always  attached  to  the  living,  whom  k  has  be- 
come the  fafhipn  to  charge  with  a  want  of  capacity 
and  of  principle.  I  lhali  not,  however,  impute  to 
-Anti-Unionifts  the  abfence  of  thefe  qualities :  the 
good  intentions  of  fame  amongft  them  I  admit,  and 
the  talents  of  many  more.  The  fubjeft,  as  might 
well  be  expected,  has  been  productive  of  much  ge- 
nius and  eloquence,  not  wholly  deftitute  of  argu* 
mem.  Three  pamphJets  I  (hall  name,  that  in  my 
humble  opinion  are  entitled  to  pre-eminent  confide* 
ration.  "  ^)emonftration,,,  &c.  incerto  autote; 
acute,  fubtle,  cool,  learned,  and  infinuating.— 
u  Imperial  Rights^*  by  Mr.  Barnes  \  a  work  full  of 
iaftru&ive  matter,  as  argumentative  as  it  is  nervous 
and  animated./—'*  ^ddrefs  to  the  People  of  Ireland/1* 
attribute^  to  the  pen  of  Mr.  Orr ;  a  compofition  at 
once  eloquent  and  learned,  and  fairly  grappling  both 
the  minifter  smd  the  quefti^n.  Thefe  three  I  feel 
HP  difficulty  to  acknowledge  that  I  greatly  admire* 

I  beg  leave  40  fet  the  public  right  as  to  one  point* 
It  has  been  argued  thai  a  popular  writer,  in  what 
has  been  called  his  characters ■,  has  aflerted  and  prov* 
ed  that  Mr.  ^dalone,  Mr.  Hufiiy  Burgh*  Mr.  Daly> 
Mr.  Flood,*'  &c,  ha,d  individually  and  colleftively 
^jee?i  .advesfe  tcr  the  meafure,     Mr*    Grrattan   has 

neithet 

*  In  the  year  1770,  Mr.  Flood  publiihed  a  preface  to  an  edition  of 
Molyneux,  not  the  cajlrated^  it  hVs  open  before  me,  and  is  the  work 
?f  no  common  pea.  No,  fairer  opportunity  could  have  offered  to. 
Mr.  Flood  for  difclaiming  Union,  had  h'e  entertained  any  diflik? 
to  it :  but  fo  little  did  he  condemn  the  roeafure,  that  the  book 
Was  pubfcftied  entire^  with  Mr-  Molyneux's  exprefs  approbation  of 
Vnion.    Sc(?  page  36  of  the  following  work. 
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peither  afferted  nor  fuppofed  fuch  a  thing:  though  ho 
conftellates  them,  his  argument  goes  only  to  prove 
that  thefe  authorities  preferred  the  adjuftment  of 
eighty-two  to  the  fettlement  under  the  coercive  Aft 
of  George  I.  Could  our  panegyrift  have  found  in 
any  of  their  patriotic  fpeeches  p?  writings  the  fmalleft 
fyllable  negative  of  Union,  the  flighteft  document 
indicative  of  their  hoftilhy  to  the  meafure,  may  we 
not  fuppofe  that  we  fhould  have  it  efcutcheoned  on 
their  hearfes,  and  epitaphed  on  their  "  tomb-ftones  ?** 
But  as  he  has  not  giveli  us  any  fuch  memorial  or 
record,  it  may  fairly  be  concluded  that  he  could  find 
none.  Nor  indeed  is  it  very  likely,  that  fo  many 
wife  and  worthy  men  fhould  have  all  concurred  in 
thinking,  that  the  admiffion  of  Ireland  to  a  (hare  in 
the  great  counfels  of  the  empire,  would  diftionour. 
and  debafe  her ;  pr  that  they  could  have  preferred 
federal  connexion  with  rebellion  and  cabal,  to  im- 
perial unity  with  fafety,  honor  and  refpecfc.  With 
much  more  (hew  of  reafon,  might  the  very  oppofite 
conclufion  be  drawn ;  and  the  worthier  and  wifer 
thefe  patriots  had  been,  the  more  it  may  be  inferred, 
that  like  their  great  and  brilliant  contemporary, 
Lord  Yelverton,  whom  Mr.  Grattan  has  Very  pro- 
perly aflbciated  with  thenx,  they  would  h^ve  pre- 
ferred Union  to  Adjuftment,  and  had  they  been 
now  living,  would,  like  him,  have  given  it  their 
manly  and  explicit  fupport. 

Should  it  he  argued,  that  the  deceafed  authorities* 
V^hom  1  have  adduced  in  fupport  of  Union,  bear  no^ 

proportion^ 
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proportion  to  thofe  moderns  who  oppofe  the  raeafure, 
,  1  anfwer  in.  feveral  ways ; 

Firft,  That  before  fuch  obje&ion  be  made,  it 
would  become  the  obje&ors  either  to  difcredit  the 
writings  of  thefe  great  authorities,  (which  I  appre- 
hend they  will  not  be  very  ^pt  to  do,  becaqfe  fome 
of  them  in,  the  prefent  controverfy  h^ve  been  ap- 
pealed to  by  themfelves,)  or  to  produce  on  their 
own  fide  an  equ^l  number  of  writers  contemporary 
with  thefe  great  authorities,  who,  poffeffing  the  very 
fame  reputation  and  refped,  have  denied  the  excel* 
lent?  pf  Union,  and  afferted  it  to  be  fraught  with 
danger,  difgrace,  and  deftru&ion.  This  it  is  but 
reafonajble  they  fhould  do  ;  and  it  would  ferve  their 
caufe  rouch  better  than  volumes  of  periodical  ftupi, 
dity.t 

Secondly,  That  it  is  prefumed,  many  other  author 
Tities  of  acknowledged  refped  might  eafily  have  beet* 
3tdded  to  the  prefent  number,. by  thofe  who  hav$ 
inore  learning  than  myfelf,  or  who,  perhaps,  hact 
read  with  that  particular  view. 

Thirdly,  That  when  thefe  grea,t  authorities  men-: 
$io»  Union,  it   was  incidental   only,  arifing  from 

the 

<  When  Mr.  tockc  re  fo  perpetually  quoted  and  appealed  to  by 
£he  enemiea  oi  Union,  one  naturally  expects  to  find  in  their  refer- 
ence* fome  expreflion  or  fentiment  impugning  the  meafure :  but 
in  aJJ  the  quotations  and  ajlufions  that  have  been  made  to  this 
author,  I  kave  not  discovered  one  that  militates  either  againft  the 
principle  or  its  application.  The  qt»oters  referable  the  poets  of 
the  laft  century,  of  whom  Sir  William  Temple  was  ufed  to  fay, 
.V  Thefe  fellows  are  always  rhiming,  and  they  don't  rhime."  Thefe 
inen  are  always  quoting,  and  they  don't  quote. 
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the  fpontaneouo  convi&ion  of  its  excellence;  Union 
not  having  become  a  queitiou  at  the  time.  But  thai, 
were  they  now  living,  it  is  highly  reafonable  to  fup* 
pofe,  they  would  havef  written  far  more  fyttematicaUy 
on  the  fubjeft :  and  that  had  it  bten  a  queftion  for- 
merly as  it  k  now,  that  many  other  writers  of  dif- 
tinguifhed  reputation  would  have  appeared  in  its  fup* 

poft, 

Fourthly,  I  do  not  fear  to  fey,  contrary  to  the 

prevailing  do&rinc,  that  the  opinion  of -the  few  is  of 
more  authority  than  that  of  the  many  :  for  what  I 
heard  that  great  Sfatefman,Lord  North,  deliver  as  his 
fincere  opinion  on  the  Propq/tthns9   (and  his  declar- 
ation met  the  unanimous  affent  of  the  whole  British 
Houfe  of  Commons)  "  That  there  were  not  three 
jnen  in  eight  jpilUop  who  underftood  them" — may 
with  equal  propriety  be  applied  to  the  queftion  of 
Union,  which  involves  rnatfers  not  ojily  of  Commerce 
but  of  GvnJTttution  ; — a  queftion  which  in  all  its  re*. 
lations  and  bearings,  I  do  fincerely  believe  with  His 
Lordfliip,  is  incomprehenfible  to  the  millron.%     And 

(q  true  is  this,  that  notwithftanding  all  th^tv  has  been 

vrktea^ 

*  So  incomprehenfible,  that  he  who,  has  been  uftd  to  un<- 
ravel  all  the  knotted  points  of  the  Law,  and  could  lead  Thefeus, 
fcimfelf  throueh  its  darkeft  labyrinths,  fairly  confefles  he  does  not 
underftand  it : — a  proof  that  it  is  not  a  queftion  of  La<uh 
but  a  queftion  of  State.  The  gentleman's  Language  indeed  is 
£o  me  what  embarrafled,  but  this  we  mu.ft  not  wonder  at,  confider- 
ing  he  but  gropes  his  way  ;  •"  I  conjure  the  minifter  not  to  prefs 
upon  us,  a&ainjl  our  under/landings,  and  oxxtfeittirnents,  a  new  con-N 
fcitution,  which  we  do  not  .underftand,  and  cannot,  approve.'* 
(See  u  Accurate  Report  of  a  Speech  in  the  Iri/7j  Houfe  of  Common j,  on. 
pe  %\ft  of  Feintary>  1800,  p.  8.)     Here  the  gentleman  profeffes  to. 


Xflrfiten  on  the  lubjeft,  the  patient  heating  it  has  had* 
and  the  lights  that  have  been  thrown  pptm  it,  thu 
million  honeftly  confefs  they  do  not  underftand  it ; 
but  as  honeftly  declare,  they  have  not  more  to  dread 
from  an  Englifh  Parliament  than  they  have  fuffered 
from  their  own. 

And  fifthly,  That  few  as  thefe  authorities  may  be 
thought,  their  paucity,  if  I  am  not  much  miftaken, 
will  be  found  numerous  enough  to  confound  igno* 
ranee  and  ftrike  obftinacy  dumb. 

But  I  do  not  allow  that  the  authorities  I  have 
brought  are  few  in  number:  it  is  only  wonderful 
they  fliould  have  been  fo  many,  Union  at  the  timei 
they  wrote  not  having  been  a  fubjeft  of  national  de- 
bate :*  and  I  contend,  that  a  Privy-Councif compofed 


have  «'  fentimcuts^  upon,  a  fubject  fl  which  he  does  not  under- 
ftand," and  has  a  knowledge  of  that  concerning  which  he  aflurea 
us  he  has  no  knowledge  whatever,  and  which ,  notwithstanding 
both  his  ignorance  and  his  knowledge,  he  "  cannot  approve." 
The  whole  indeed  be  qualifies  in  a  manner  that  no  mortal  can 
deny,  and  he  is  fo  good  to  tell  us,  that  the  "  Confutation  which  he 
does  not  underftand,  is  again  ft  his  underftanding  .**  $uis  neget  ?  But 
when'  men,  felecled  by  nature  and  by  education  from  the  common 
hferd,  acknowledge  their  ignorance  and  want  of  comprehenfion* 
land  give  us  unintelligible  jargon  for  luminous  information,  we 
may  fet  it  down  for  a  truth,  that  neither  lawyers,  nor  that  many- 
headed  Calf  before  which  thefe  fame  lawyers  contend  that  the 
Legiflature  fhould  bow,  are  proper  judges  of  the  queft ion,  or  un- 
derftand what  is  meant  by  the  words  Imperial  Incorforathnt  nor 
yet  how  two  kingdoms  can  be  transfufed  into  one. 

*  Dean  jTucker,  in   his  "  Reflections,"  whefe  he   mentions 

Union,  exprefsly  tells  us,  that  his  "  papers  were  drawn  up  for 

the  ufe  of  a  few  friends,"  and  that  "  had  he  originally  intended 

tc>  have  given  them  to  the  prtfs,  he  would  have  enlarged  on  fome 

head 
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of  Sir  John  Davies  ~?nd  Cromwell,  of  Bacon  and 
Somers,  of  the  Drapier  and  Dean  Tucker,  with  a 
dozen  other  illuftrious  names,  fitting  on  a  great 
conftitutional  queftion,  neither  deferve  to  be  defpifed, 
nor  are  inferior  to  any  mob  whatever.  The  book 
of  wifdom  has  told  us,  that  in  the  multitude  of 
counfellors  there  is  knowledge;  and  1  am  fure  it  is 
more  likely  to  be  found  in  the  embodied  wifdom  of 
ages,  than  in  the  juvenile  effufions  of  hafty  and  fpu- 
rious  paffion.  They  who  have  confumed  their  days 
and  their  nights  in  fludious  and  painful  meditation, 
are  not  quite  fo  liable  to  err  as  the  young,  the  vo- 
latile, and  the  unthinking.  The  dead  in  all  ages 
have  been  venerable,  thofe  more  efpecially  who 
have  directed  their  labours  to  the  good  of  their  coun* 
try  :  and  juflice  fhould  be  done  them  in  their  graves* 
if  we  expeft  to  have  juflice  done  to  ourfelves  in 
our  own  life-tinie.  Thus  much  I  have  faid,  in  order 
to  teach  the  young  and  confident,  that  there  is  fuch  a 
thing  as  a  wifdom  beyond  their  own  }  a  wifdom  that 
calls  to  them  from  the  tomb,  but  which  if  they 
will  not  hear,  neither  would  they  believe  though 
one  rofe  from  the  dead** 

the 

heads  which  arc  at  prefent  only  touched  upon.**  He  likewise 
confirms  in  this  tract  what  was  indited  on  a  little  above,  and  agrees 
with  Lord  North,  that  the  "  fubjec"t  fo  much  debated  in  both 
kingdoms,  is  but  little  understood  by  the  majority  in  cither." 

*  There  is  an  influence  in  great  names  that  will  always  com- 
mand, and  it  is  htjlnuld  command.  .  Dean  Tucker  in  his  Treatife 
on  Civil  Government  has  compofed  a  long  chapter  with  this  long  . 
title,  "  An  Enquiry  how  far  the  authorities, and  particularly  how 
far  the  opinions  of  Ariflotlt,  Cicero,  Grotius  and  Hooker,  can  be 
fiei  viceallc  to  the  Lockian  Caufc." 


The  abftraB  policy*  of  Union  I  have  fofeborfteii 
as  much  as  poffible,  to  go  into,  becaufe  the  prin- 
ciple has  never  been  denied :  but  its  immediate  ap- 
plication to  Ireland,  I  thought  could  not  be  exem- 
plified to  more  advantage  than  by  an  appeal  to  the 
wifdom  of  nearly  two  centuries ;  to  men  as  far  re- 
moved from  prejudice,  as  they  are  now  beyond 
the  reach  of  party,  and  infenfible  to  our  praife  or 
our  cehfure.  I  have  brought  down  the  enquiry  to 
the  year  1785,  as  well  becaufe  that  period  includ- 
ed the  aera  of  adjuftment,  which  has  been  fo  much 
infifted  on ;  as  becaufe  to  have  carried  it  farther, 
might  have  been  deemed  invidious,  and  fome  would 
have  been  apt  to  fay,  that  one  living  authority  was 
as  good  as  another,  and  others  again,  that  no  living 
authority  was  good  for  any  thing.     "  Impoffible," 

b  faid 

*  Nothing  perhaps  is  more  illufory  or  impofing  than  abftraft  poll" 
Yjcs:  politics  is  a  fcience  oi  contingencies  y  fluctuating  with  occafions 
and  events,  and  determined  by  them.    Had  I  thought  proper 
to  hare  diverted  the  attention  of  the  mere  Englifh  reader  by  quo- 
tations from  the  dead  languages,  I  might  have  found  abundant 
matter  to  my  purpofe  in  the  writings  of  three  out  of  the  four 
authors  mentioned jn  thelaft  note  :  one  reference,  however,  I  ihall 
make,  becaufe  the  Chief  Baron  has  .already  fanftioned  it ;  and  I 
deem  it  a  circtimfiance  favourablejo  my  book  that  Ifliould  have  had 
the  leaf  in  Grotius  £revioufly  turned  down  to  the  very  fpot  from 
whence  His  Lordlhip  had  made  the  quotation .    Under  fuch  autho- 
rity it  is  impoffiblc  that  I  (hould  err.     It  may  be  found  in  the  nintb 
chapter  of  the  fecond  book  of  the  Dejure  belli  et  pacts.     **  Quod 
fi  quando  uniantur  cjuo  populi,  non  amittentur  jura,  fed  commu- 
fricabtmtur,  iicut  Sabinorum  primo,  deinceps  Albanorum  jus  in 
Homanos  transfufum  eft>  et  una  facia  refpublica,  ut  Livius  loqui- 
tur.     Idemque  cenfendum  de  regnis,  quae    non  fcedere,  aut  eo 
duntax.it  quod  regcra  communem  habent,  fed  vera  unitatc  jun- 
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laid  the  French,  wit,  "  Mallebranche  cannot  be 
equal  ta  Ariftojle !  I  know  Mallebranche  very  weM.** 
«'  Aye,"  faid  bis,  companion,  "  but  did  you  know 
Arijlotle  very  wtttt"' 

The  Drapier,  whom  I  have  quoted  more-  than 
pnce  in  thefe  papers,  fome where  ob&rvea,  that  he 
never  knew  a  compliment  paid  to  a  great  charadeiy 
that  fome  npnfenje  or  other  was  not  found  at'  the 
-  bottom  q{  it.  The  great  chara&ers  wfrofe  memories 
give  luftre  to  the  pre(ent  work,  I'hqre  generally  left  to 
pronounce  their  own  panegyrics  in  the  momnnent* 
tbey  had  Left  us  of  their  wifdom :  their-  own  im- 
mortal  wqrks  fpoke  louder  for  them  than-  any  praife 
pf  mine  could  have  done :  and  had  I  complimented 
th^  living  for  treading  only  in  the  fteps  of  their 
predeceflbrs,  and  performing  whafc  the  colte&ed 
wifdom  of  ages  had  been  pointing  out  to  them, 
I  fltouid  have  incurred  the.  very  charge  I  had  endea- 
voured to  avoid* 

Tol conclude:  No  queftion  ba>s  ever  yet  met  a 
feire*  or  fuller  cUfcuffipn,  as  well  in  the  Senates  of 
the  two  kingdojns*  as  out  o£  thtfm.  If.  is,  now  coo- 
fiderabjy  mose  than  a  yearand  a  half  fmcctherfnlggfift 
was  firft  fta£te<3.  Had  U  been  hurried  up,  it  might 
have  been  laid,  and  with  fome.  fhew  of  reafon,  that. 
M  ini ft ers  intended  to  take  the  country  by  furprize* 
or  that  it  contained.,  fome  fraud  or  latent  mifehie£ 
that  was  putppfeLy  kept  out  of.  figtit,.  The  fubjeft  was 
put,  and  I  think  wifely,  in  its  mpft  forniidabietfbape .: 
it  rather  prpyoksd  than  fhunned  difcuffion :  it  was 
an  ugly  toad,  but.it  wore  a.  precious  jewel  in  its 
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head.  It  met  the  fanguine  temper  of  the  Irifli  in 
?m  angry  and  hoftile  afpeft :  it  was  an  adverfe 
planet  that  rofe  with  a  frown,  but  fmiled  and  bright- 
ened as  it  afcended ;  and  might  I  \)t  allowed  the 
metaphor,  I  would  term  it  the  Georgium  Sidus  of  the 
conflitution,  whofe  birth  has  been  diftinguifhed  by  a 
conftellation  of  a  new  order ;  a  conftellation  not  unlike 
that  of  the  prophet  Daniel :  "  And  they  that  be  wife 
jfhali  ftiine  as  the  brightnefs  of  the  firmament ;  and  they . 
that  turn  many  to  righteoufnefs,  as  the  ftars  for  ever 
and  ever."  Chap.  1 2.  Let  Ignorance  refpeft,  and  Pre- 
judice forego  his  pride :  let  Anger  be  awed,  an4 
Clamour  calm  his  violence :  let  Truth  and  Wifdom 
and  Moderation  and  Brotherly  Love  unite  to  ftill 
the  waves  of  contention  and  cabal :  and  like  the 
waves  theirtfelves,  from  whence  we  derive  both  our 
being  and  pur  fecurity,  let  us  mingle  and  embrace 
^0,  co.nftabilate  the  empire. 


A  LETTER 


LETTER,     &c. 


My  Lord, 

AFTER  the  full  difcuflion  which  the  important  fubjeft 
that  now  agitates  the  kingdom  has  met,  it  is  not  the  defign 
of  the  prefent  Letter  to  trefpafs  very  long  on  Your  Excel- 
lency's attention,  or  to  detain  the  Public  with  the  obferva- 
tions  of  a  private  individual,  who  arrogates  no  extraordinary 
powers  of  compofition,  or  pretends  to  more  information 
than  others  poffefs,  who  have  read  as  much,  or  more 
perhaps  than  himfelf.     For  the  knowledge  and  "talents  of 

-  other. men,  I  have  always  had  a  becoming  deference,  and 
I  do  not  now  fet  myfelf  in  oppofition  to  them.  Thefe 
papers,  therefore,  will  principally  be  confined  to  what  fome 
of  the  ableft  conftitutional  writers  and  ftatefmen  have  faid 
or  written  on  the  fubjed:  of  an  Incorporate  Union,  long  be- 
fore it  had  been  made  a  national  queftion :  or  in  other 
words,  long  before  pride/and  the  "  humour  of  independence" 
as  Burnet  calls  it;  had  formed  a  part  of  the  queftion  ;  or 
clamour,  by  inflaming  the  public  mind  and  confounding 
debate,  had  endeavoured  to  filence  the  voice  of  wif- 
dom  and  the  fobernefs  of  difpaffionate  truth.  The  reflec- 
tions of  wife  and  good  men,  who  had  no  temptation  to  be 
infincere,  nor  were  under  the  guidance  of  any  pailion  but 
the  good  of  their  country,  and  who  of  courfe  could  not 

.  have  been  influenced  by  felfifli  or  finifter  motives,  or  party  - 
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fpint  of  any  fort,  mull  always  command  attention,  bedaour 
they- have  a  claim  to  o«f  refpe&.  If  we  defpifo  their1 
wifidom,  let  us  be  very  certain  that  we  fet  up  a  better  of  our 
own,  and  that  we  are  not  governed  by  any  pafliofl,  or  pre-^ 
jtidice,  or  bias  of  intereitr  or  even  of  ignorance.  If  in  the 
writings  of  fdeh  mfen  we  fejefl:  only  fuch  paffagCs  as  make- 
^gainft  our  favourite  and  particular  hypothecs,  while  w£ 
admire  the  brightnefs  and  intelligence  that  ilhjmine  every 
other  page  of  their  works,  our  zeal  indeed  may  be  admitted* 
but  our  candour  will  not  be  entitled  to  applaufe.  And  if  fe 
number  of  truly  great  and  wife  men,  living  at  diftant  pe- 
riods, differing  in  their  general  habits  of  thinking,  in  thfcir 
politics,  their  interefts,  their  countries,  their  attachments, 
and  even  their  .prejudices,  many  of  them  not  within  the 
poffibility  of  confulting*  or  if  fome  men  like  it  better,  of  coni- 
fpiring  together,  and  valuing  alfo  their  own  reputations  both 
as  writers  and  as  men  ; — if  numerous  characters  of  this  de- 
scription (hall  all  aflent  and  concur  in  one  great  and  fub- 
ftantive  point,  that  tends  to  the  happinefs  of  generations,  I 
do  fuppofe  the  moft  heated  partizan  will  not  pronounce  fudi 
men  guilty  of  folly  or  of  crime.  But  whifft  I  ftate  what 
others  have  written  on  this  moft  momentous  and  intereff  ing 
fubjeft,  I  (hall  not  deny  myfelf  the  liberty  of  offering  fadi 
curfory  obfervations  as  may  arife  ;  and  Your  Excellency,  I 
truft,  will  forgive  me  if  I  preface  the  quotations  I  (hall  have 
the  honour  to  ftate,  with  a  few  introductory  remarks. 

The  quedion  has  been  afked,  but  I  do  not  recoiled:  that 
it  has  been  fairly  anfwered,  u  If  Union  be  fo  very  defirabfe, 
why  did  not  minifters  propofe  it  before?'*  Of  all  the 
obfervations  that  the  enemies  of  Union  have  urged,  this 
t  think  the  mod  reafonable,  and  entitled  to  a  fair  anfwer. 
Whoever,  then,  has  read  the  Hiftory  of  Ireland  with  at- 
tention, and  particularly  Spencer's  "  View"  in  the  time  of 
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Elizabeth*  and  the  ''Difcovery"  by  Sir  John  Qavies  in  the 
feign  of  James  I.  will  perceive  the  moral  impofiibility  of 
uniting  the  two  kingdoms;  antecedent  to  that  sera. — Indeed, 
my  Lord,  the  "  Difcovery"  is  exprefsly  written  to  prove 
*cthe  truecaufes  whjrlreland  was  never  entirely  fubdued,  nor 
brought  under  the  obedience  of  the  crown  of  England,  until 
the  beginning  of  his  Majefty's  happy  reign."  And  we 
find  in  the  common  writers  .of  the  Englifli  hiftory,  that 
fuch  was  the  ill-conditioned  ftate  of  Ireland  in  the  time 
of  Elizabeth,  that  her.  Lieutenants  and  Generals  were 
forced  to  parley  and  negociate,  as  in  a  war  of  equality,  with 
the  chiefs  and  other  principals  of  the  Iriih  Revolt ;  Come- 
times  having  perfonal  interviews  with  them,  and  at  others 
concluding  truces  that  wer^.  to  continue  only  fo„  long  as 
might  allow  the  .parties  to  take  a  little  breath  ;  or  even  for 
a  lefs  time,  fhould  either  be  difpofed  to  infringe  the  agree- 
ment. So  far  then,  I  do  apprehend  .the  impoflibility  of 
Union*  at  that  time,  may  be  proved,  fuppoftng  the  meafure 
to  have  been  defirable :  which,  from  the  complexion  of 
thole  times,  and  the  (lender  benefit  that  could  have  xefuLted 
to  the  empire  by  an  incorporation  with  a  country  got  only 
in  declared  hoftility  to  the  parent  (rate,  but  rude  a/id  re- 
bellious, and  uncivilized  to  an  extreme  degree,  could  not 
poffibly  have  been  the  cafp*  N  It  is  only,  My  Lord*  wheo 
Hates  have  emerged  from  barbarifm,  and  grown  into  thai 
importance  and  refpeft  which  commerce  and  knowledge  and, 
■cultivation  are  fare  to  confer,  that  Union  becomes  qeceflary ; 
and  by  being  neceflary,  becomes  an  obje&  of  uitereft.  I  f  iqen 
would  let  a  little  philofophy  mingle  with  their  pa  (lions,  they 
would  perceive  that  this  is  the  regular  order  of  things ;  and 
that  civilization  is  a  moral  caufe  whu:H  produces  .political 
Union.  Let  us  hear  what  Spencer,  the  private  Secretary  to 
the  Queen's  Deputy,  Arthur  LordGrey,  fays  of  this  unhappy 
kingdom.    He,  My  Lorda  had  no  connexion  with  the  writers 
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and  orators  of  the  prefent  day  ;  but  from  his*  official  folia- 
tion enjoyed  the  bed  opportunities  of  acquiring  a  fall  and 
perfect  knowledge  of  Iriffi  affairs.  lie  had  jtift  returned 
from  Ireland,  when  he  opens  his  little  work  with  thefe  un- 
gracious but  remarkable  words :  u  Tftere  have  been  divers 
good  plots  devifed,  and  wife  counfels  caft  already  about  refor- 
mation of  that  realm ;  but  they  Tay,  it  is  the  fatal  deftiny  of 
that  land,  that  no  purpofes  whatfoever  which  are  meant 
for  her  good,  will  profper  or  take  good  effect:  which, 
whether  it  proceed  from  the  very  genius  of  the  foil,  or  influ- 
ence of  the  ftars,  or  that  Almighty  God  hath  not  yet  ap- 
pointed the  time  of  her  reformation,  or  that  he  referveth  her 
in  this  unquiet  ftate  (till,  for  fome  fecret  fcburge  which 
fhall  by  her  come  unto  England,  it  is  hard  to  be  known* 
but  much  to  be  feared."  Whether  this  be  the  appointed 
time  of  her  reformation,  or  that  Providence  yet  referves 
her  for  a  fcourge  to  England,  I  leave  to  wifer  men  to  de- 

* 

termine :  but  let  us  take  care  that  by  our  ambition  and 
cabals,  we  do  not  continue  in  the  very  barbarifm  which  our 
bard  and  ftatefman  has  fo  pointedly,  but  not,  I  hope,  pro* 
phetically  defcribed. 

James,  I  apprehend,  could  not  have  brought  about  an 
Union,  had  he  been  never  fo  inclined.  Ireland,  though 
"  entirely  fubdned,"  was  then  in  an  unfettled  ftate.  That 
king  was  the  firft  who  gave  her  a  conftitution.  Before  his 
time,  (he  had  no  regular  reprefentation  whatever.  Her  com- 
mune concilium  was  but  a  colonial  parliament,  called  the 
pale,  becaufe  the  Englifh  had  no  footing  beyond  it,  and 
affembled  in  a  mixed  informat  manner,  where  biihops,  ab- 
bots, barons  and  commons  fat  promifcuoufly  together, 
without  limitation  as  without  order.  True  it  may  be,  the 
fummonfes  run  to  the  Jberiffs  of  Ireland,  as  Coke  in  his 
modus  unendi  Parliament um  obferves,  "  Henricus  Rex 
"  Angliae   conqueftor  et   Dominus  Hibernirc*  &c.    mittit 
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"banc  formam  epifcopis,  abbatibus, %  vice  comiiibus>  &c. 
"  terra  Hibemise  tenendi  Pariiamentum."  But  the  very 
leafnfed  Selden  has  ihewn  this  mddus  to  have  never  been 
in  Ifelarid ;  and  before  him,  Sir  John  Davies,  a  man  whofe 
refearches  on  the  fubjeft  of  Iri(h  affairs  nothing  efcaped, 
and  tfhofe  talents  and  profeffion  eminently  fitted  him  for 
fuch  an  enquiry,  pofitively  aflferts,  in  his  fecond  Speech 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  that  the  very  firft  Parliament 
fcolden  in  Ireland  was  that  which  Was  ealted  by  Edward  1L 
about  140  years  after  the  landing  of  Henry,  when  Bruce 
from  Scotland  invaded  this  kingdom.  But  Ireland  being 
entirely  fubdued,  and  her  conftitution  afluming  a  new  face, 
hi  the  beginning  of  the  17th  century,  that  is  about  two 
hundred  years  ago,  this  great  ftatefman  and  fcholar,  of 
whom-  it  is  fuffiqient  to  fay,  that  Selden,  himfelf  the  mod 
learned  of  all  men,  has  pronounced  him  compleatly  learned ; 
but  this  great  ftatefman,  on  .the  very  fir  ft  dawn,  of  Irifh  liber* 
ty,  and  while  her  Parliament,  as  1  (hail  prefently  fhew,  was 
as  independent  ami  uncontroled  by  the  Britifti  legislature  as 
(he  has  been  at  any  fubfequent  period — a  Parliament  that 
had  been  juft  framed  and  constituted  by  the  reigning  mo- 
narch— offers  to  us  the  great  propriety  of  incorporating  the 
two  kingdoms,  leaving,  it  Teems*  the  mode  of  fuch  incor- 
poration to  be  fettled  by  future  ftafefmfen> 

After  lamenting  the  impolicy  of  England,  and  enume- 
rating the  feveral  fucceffive  fteps  that  (he  ought  to  have 
taken  from  her  firft  conqueft  of  this  ifland,  and  according 
to  the  fatiuon  of  thofe  times  interlacing  his  text  with  a 
Arced  of  Latin, 

Trot  fyriufque  nrihi  nutlo  difcrimins  ageUr> 

if,  fays  he,  England  had  done  thefe  things,  *'  there  had 
been  a  perfefc  Union  of  the  two  nations  ;  for  there  never 
can  be  unity  and  concord  in  any  one  kingdom,  but  where 

there 


there  is  but  one  king,  one  allegiance,  and  one  law."    (See 
the  Difcovery.) 

This  great  man,  My  Lord,  Ireland,  he  tells  us,  being 
now  fubdued  and  fettled,  judged  her  Union  with  England 
to  be  her  beft  intereir,  and  the  beft  policy  fpr  the  two 
kingdoms.  He  forefaw  that  a  time  might  return — and  very 
foon  it  did  return — when  difcord  and  religious  fury  would 
be  let  loofe/  upon  the  world,  when  ambition,  a  fpirit  of 
rivalry,  the  recollection  both  of  paft  fovereignty  and  part 
fub] ligation,  arid  a  perpetual  hope,  as  was*  the  cafe  with 
Scotland  before  the  Union,  of  afliftance  from  without, 
would  unhinge  the  fettlement,  and  kindle  anew  the  flames 
of  civil  war;  he  therefore  recommends  a  f erf  eft  Union,  or 
incorporation  of  the  kingdoms,  as  the  only  consolidating 
principle  of  unity  and  concord.  Whether  he  was  wife  .or 
not  in  this  advice,  I  leave  to  the  determination  ofthofe 
who  have  made  any  observations  on  the  occurrences  that 
are  pafling  before  us. 

And  again  more  fully.  "  I  will  therefore  knit  up  this 
point.  If  according  to  the  examples  I  have  before  cited, 
they  [thi  kings  of  England]  had  reduced  the  Irifli  coun- 
tries, as  the  Englifli  colonies,  under  one  form  of  civil  go- 
vernment, as  now  they  are,  both  nations  had  been  incorpo- 
rated and  united \  Ireland  had  been  entirely  conquered, 
planted',  and  improved,  and  returned  a  rich  revenue  to  the 
crown  of  England.." 

.  Here*  My  Lord,,  we  obferve,  that  to  eftaWifli  one  form 
of  government  between  two  countries  federately  united, 
neoeiTarily  leads  to  their  future  incorporation.  Had  it  not 
been  for  the  impolicy  of  England,  fays  this  able  ftatefman, 
that  kept  Ireland  back  in  her  progrefs  towards  civilization, 
this  country  had  long  ago  been  improved  and  rendered  wor- 
thy of  perfed  Union.  Yet  he  does  not  defpair,  but  look- 
ing forward  to  Union,  "  Though,"  fays  he,  ««  heretofore 


ike  hath  been  like   the  lean  cow  in  Pharaoh's  dream,    d£- 
vouring  the  fat  of  England,  and  yet  remaining  as  lean  as  , 
Ihe  was  before,  (lie  will  hereafter  be  as  fruitful  as  the  land 
of  Canaan."         - 

Thefe,  My  Lord,  are  both  the  difinterefted  and  the  un- 
impaflioned  fentiments  of  *  Speaker  pf  the  Irifli  Houfe  of 
Commons.  But  unfortunately  Sir  John  Davies  was  an  illi- 
terate fool;  it  being  only  modern  patriots  that  have  either 
common  virtue  or  cortimon  understanding. 

I  have  no  difficulty  to  fay,  that  the  Irifli  conftitution  is 
no  more  worth  preserving  at  this  day,  than  it  was  worth 
continuing  in  the  time  of  the  firft  James.  Ireland,  as  here- 
after I  may  ihew,  was  juft  as  independent  then  as  (he  has 
been  at  an/  fubfequent  period.  James  gave  her  a  Parlia- 
ment of  her  own,  as  much  as  any  Parliament  (he  has  is 
now  her  own.  Britain  had  then  aflumed  no  control  over 
it:  (he  affumes  none  at  this  day:  (he  could  not  repeal 
what  had  never  been  enaded,  nor  renounce  what  had  ne- 
-verbeen  claimed.  Thefettlement  of  1781,  therefore,  was 
not  an  injlitutitin, -is  is  pretended,  but  a  rtflituthn%— it  was 
the  xeftoration  of  Ireland  to  her  former  (ituation,  the  fame 
.  that  (he  poffeffed  before  England  began  to  legiflate  for  her. 
Yet  Sir  John  confidered  indtptndint  Ireland  as  a  proper  ob- 
je£k  of  Union,  regretting  only  that  England  had  not  fooneY 
put  her  into  a  date  and  condition  that  would  have  fitted  her 
for  fuch  Union.  Sir  John  was  a  man  con ver rant  with  the 
confutations  and  Writings  of  antiquity,  and  he  had  not  to 
learn  that 

Nulla  fidn  fmisf  omnifque  pott/lat 
Impatient  confortis  erat.  Luc  an. 

He  knew  that  neither  (lability  nor  confidence  ever  yet  re- 
sulted from  partnerfliip  of  power,  which,  **  like  the  Turk 
that  bears  no  brother  near  the  throne/'  is  always  impatient 
of  an  equal,  and  envious  of  a  fuperior*    Ariftotle  in   his 
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Politics  had  likewife  told  him,  that  "  Equality  and  Inequa- 
lity are  the  root  of  all  divifion  and  diflention  in  common - 
wealths.*'  The  focial,  or  federal  compact  has  been  ruin- 
ous to  every  ftate  that  has  yet  had  to  do  with  it.  When 
Rome  broke  in  on  the  unity  of  her  dominion,  and  divided 
into  the  eaftern  and  weftern  empires,  (he  precipitated  from 
her. altitude  of  power  and  great  nefs,  and  in  her  fall  in- 
volved the  nations  of  the  earth  in  ages  of  darknefs ! 

With  what  charming  fimplicity,  what  grace,  what  energy 
does  the  eloquent  and  penetrating  Bacon  defcribe  thep&licy 
of  Rome  in  her  imperial  incorporations !  u  The  difference 
is  excellent  which  the  beft  obfervers  in  nature  do  make  be- 
tween  camppfhio  and  mi  ft  to,  putting  together  and  mingling  ; 
the  one  being  but  a  conjunction  of  body. in  place,  the  other 
in  quality  and  confent:  the  one  the  mother  of  fedition  and 
alteration,  the  other  of  peace  and  continuance :  the  one 
rather  a  confufion  than  an  union,  the  other  properly  an 
union.  Therefore  we  fee  thefe  which  they  call  tmpir- 
ftfla  jnifta,  laft  not,  but  are  fpeedily  diflblved." 

Again.  "  There  hath  been  put  in  practice  in  govern* 
ment  thefe  two  feveral  kinds  of  policy  in  uniting  and  cob- 
joining  dates  and  kingdoms :  the  one  to  retain  the  ancient 
form  (till  fevered,  and  only  conjoined  in  fovereignry;  the 
other  to  fuperinduce  a  new  form  agreeable  and  convenient 
to  the  entire  eftate:  the  former  of  thefe  hath  been  more 
ufual,  and  is  more  eafy ;  but  the  latter  is  more  happy. 
For  if  a  man.  do  attentively  revolve  hiftories  of  all  nations, 
and  judge  truly  thereupon,  he  will  make  this  conclufion, 
that  there  never  was  any  ftates  that  were  good  comtnixtures 
but  the  Roman;  which  becanfe  it  was  the  beft  ftate  in  the 
world,  and  is  the  beft  example  in  this  point,  we  will  chiefly 
infift  upon."  • 

This  great  man  then  proceeds  to  (hew  that  by  the  integ- 
rity of  her  empire,  and  consolidation  of  all  its  parfs,  Rome 

afcended  to  be  the  miftrefs  of  the  world. 

In 


Jn  another  trad,    fpcaking  of   the  .Romans,    he 'fays, 
u  They  were  fo  liberal  of  their  naturalization,  as  in  effeS, 
they  made  perpetual  mixtures:,  fo  that  in  the  end  it  came    > 
to  that,  that  Rome  was  Communis  Patrsa.  I 

**  SolikewiTe  the  authority  of  Nicholas  Machiavel  feem- 
eth  not  to  be  contemned  ;   who  enquiring  the  caufe  of  the 
growth  of  the  Roman  empire,  doth  give  judgment ;  there 
was  not  one  greater  than  this,  that  the  ftate  did  fo  eafily 
compound  and  incorporate  with  ftrangers." 
'   I  apprehend*  My  Lord,  that  thefe  quotations  will^be  de- 
fpifed  by  no  man  who  does  not  think  himfelf  wifer   than 
their  author.    Should  there  be  any  fuch,  I  (hall  leave  him 
to  refleft  upon  them  at  his  leifure  ;  but  with  this  affurance, 
that  before  I  have  done  with  the  fubjef^  I  (hall  treat  him 
with  a  little  more  "of  this  ineftimable  writer's  wifdom. 

It  has  alfo  been  afked,  "  Why  fhould  Union  be  fit  and 
proper  juft  at  this  particular  moment?  Why  lefs  proper  at 
any  farmer  or  future  period  }n  I  anfwer,  Union  is  at   a)l 
times  defirable,  though  not  always  attainable.     There  is  a 
crifis  in  dates,  which  it  is  the  duty  of  vigilant  and  (kilful 
ftrftefmen  not  oniy  to  watch,  but  to  feize.     That  minifter 
is  either  weak  or  wicked,  who  lets  the  favourable  moment 
efcapehim.     Time  and  chance  happeneth  to  ftates  as  welj 
as  to  men:  moral  truth  is  immutable;  no  man  will  deny 
rt.     The  firft  and  earl ie ft  connexion  of  Great  Britain  with 
this  country,  was  an  impelling  capfe  of  rtieir  future  Union , 
ti&icji  no  elofiao  of  man  could  avert,  no  human   policy 
defer,  b«t  which  would  as   afluredty  happen,  as  the  two 
kingdoms  had  come  into   contaflt.     The  very  pofit ion  that 
ngture  hgd  afligned  then)  or  tb*  globs,  w«  another*  im- 
pelling caufe ;  and  to  refift  their  Union,  would  be  to  reiift 
the  ifftent  of  nature.     "  There  remaineth,"  fays  the  im- 
mortal 8*con.,  "  opt  of  the  grounds  of  nature  two  condi- 
tigns  of  perfect  mixture:  whereof  the  former  is  Time:  for 
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the  natural  philofophers  fay,  that  compofitio  \$  opus  hominis, 
and  miflio  opus  naiura:  for  it  is  the  duty  of  man  to  make  a* 
fit  application  of  bodies  together :  but  the  perfeft  fermen- 
tation and  incorporation  of  them  muft  be  left  to  time  and 
nature ;  and  unnatural  hading  thereof  doth  difturb  the 
work  and  not  difpatch  it." 

"  The  fecond  condition  is,  that  the  greater  draw  the 
lefs :  fo  we  fee  when  two  lights  do  meet  the  greater  doth 
darken  and  dim  the  lefs/9'  Britain,  the  greater  planet,  ne- 
ceflarily  attraQs  the  minor  ftars  that  do  but  move  around 
her;  and  not  only  at  trafl  s,  but  while  fhe  gives  them  their 
Juftre,  and  permits  them  to  fhine,  abforbs  the  very  luftre 
fi)e  confers,  and  returns  it  again  into  the  vortex  of  herowiv 
unabated  fplendour.  The  iflands  that  border  Great  Bri- 
tain, like  the  fparkles  that  furround  and  fet  off  the  bril- 
liant, are  hut  her  fateliites,  and  as  neceflari]y  fubordinate 
to  her,  as  the  fateUites  of  Jupiter  are  fubordinate  to  that 
governing  planet.  This  is  the  moral  and  phyfical  account 
of  the  matter:  let  us  now  look  to  givte  it  a  political  - 
anfwer. 

And  furely,  My  Lord,  if  ever  there  was  a  moment  that 
peculiarly  called  for  a  Union,  it  is  the  prefent,  when  we 
are  threatened  in  the  very  Senate  with  feparation ;  when 
men  preach  an  appeal  to  firft  principles  ;*  when  they  tell 

you 

*  The  appellants  to  firft  principles  are  referred  for  a  full  anfwer  to  their 
Treafons,  to  the  5th,  6th  and  8th  chapters  in  the  fecond  book  of  De  Lolme 
"  On  the  Conftitution  of  England.*'  I  (hall  quote  but  one  paflage  in  the. 
8th  chapter,  "  A  prerogative  this  [appeal  from  the  legislature  to  the  peo- 
ple] of  fuch  extent  that  it  would  fuffice  to  put  an  aflembly  formed  of  men, 
of  the  greateft  talents,  at  the  mercy  of  dunces,  and  renders  completer/ 
Hlufory  the  boafted  power  of  the  people." 

So  ftrongly  was  Dean  Tucker  convinced  of  the  madnefr  and  folly  attend* 
mg  popular  appeals,  .that  he  concludes  his  celebrated  trad,  "  The  notions 
of  Mr.  Locke  confidertd  and  examined,'*  with  thtefe  awful  and  impreffive 
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you  they  will  raife  not  only  their  voices  brat  their  f words ; 
when  in  imitation  of  the  old  Irifh  chiefs,  they  menace  with 
their  Ifs*  and  plead  their  privilege  to  utter  the  fouleft 
treafons; — treafons  that  a  few  months  back  would  have  been 
thought  to  deferve  the  fcourge  or  the  .triangle.  A  great 
Jaw-author ity,  for  whom  I  entertain  a  very  high  refpeft,  at 
a  full  meeting  of  the  bar  on  the  9th  of  December  1798, 
has  exprefsly  fold  us  in  $  public  refolution  of  that  learned  * 
Jbody,  that  Union  is  only  "  improper  at  tie  prefent  jun&ure*" 
thereby  intimating  that  it  may  be  ieafonable  and  proper  at. 
fome  other  time}  or  to  ufe  the  very  words  of  that  great 
authority  fpoken  in  the  debate,  "  poflibly  at  a  future  day 
the  light  may  flam  on  my  mind.'9  The  refolution,  indeed, 
-mentions  innovation  and  danger,  but  not  a  word  of  the  in-* 
competence  of  Parliament.     Of  its  competence^  at  that 

timef 

words,  "  Sorely  a  more  pernicious  fet  of  opinions  than  the  Lockian,  (f 
mean  in  regard  to  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  prefent  life)  could 
Jiardly  be  broached  by  man.  And  it  is  tut  fmall'confolation  to  reflect,  that 
probably  the  original  author,  and  feveral  of  his  difciples  never  meant  to 
draw  conclulions  fo  horrid  in  their  nature,  and  fo  full  of  wanton  trcafon  and 
rebellion.*' 

And  Mr.  Hume  (no  great  friend  to  monarchy)  in  his  Effay  "  On  the  prin- 
ciples of  government,"  gives  it  as  his  opinion,  that  fo  far  from  an  appeal 
to  the  peopje,  efpecially  from  the  legiflature  to  the  people,  being  couftitu- 
tional,  even  "  the  members  pf  the  Houfe  of  Commons,'*  raystoe,"  "  are  not 
.obliged  to  receive  Inftru&Tons  from  their  conftituents,  like  the  Dutch,  de- 
puties :— let  us  cherifh  and  improve  our  ancient  government  as  much  as 
poffible,  without  encouraging  a  paffion  for  fuch  dangerous  novelties.'* 

*  The  threatening  cuftom  of  Ifs  is  no  new  thing :  it  is  as  eld  as  the 
Grecian  republics :  Sparta,  the  raoft  harbarous  of  them,  applied  her  If)  in 
the  lame  minatory  manner  to  (I  think')  her  neighbours  the  Tegeans;  and 
about  twenty  years  ago  this  fort  of  If*  was  emblazoned,  as  1  have  heard, 
\>y  the  volunteers  of  that  day,  on  the  pedeftal  of  K.  William's  ftarue  in  Col- 
lege Green.  So  that  there  islets  novelty  than  menace  in  this  fpecies  of  mo* 
nofyllabic  eloquence. 

f  On  the  competence  of  Parliament  the  before-cited  great  authority, 
pean  Tucker,  has  obferved,  «  The  King,  and  both  Houfes  of  Parliament, 
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time,  they  entertained  no  doubt :  it  did  not  once  occur  to 
them  that  the  Legislature  was  Subordinate  to  the  people,  or 
accountable  to  them  :*  that  do&rine  wae  kept  to  a  more 

convenient 

tnat  is  the  fupreme  legiflature  of  this  country,  have4  a  geriSfal  iflriittrited 
tight  to  make  laws  in  all  cafe*  o^(jW.  They  have  this  right,  becanfe  ft 
is  impoffible  to  define  exa&ly  in  what  particular  inftances  they  ought  not  to 
be  entrufted  with.fuch  right,"     Notions  of  Mr.  Lccie,  &c.  Chap.  4. 

*  The  power  of  the  people,  I  take  Upon  me  to  fay,  is  limited  to  that 
of  petitioning;    and  this  privilege  they  undoubtedly  poifefs.     The^very^ 
recognition  of  it  in  the  Bill  of  Rights  intended  that  k  mould  be  limited  to 
that.    Here  begins  and  ends  their  power :  and  this  again  is  fo  true,  that  tbe| 
Commons  themfelves,  for  a  long-  time  after  the   Norman  Conqueft,  were 
nothing  more  than  petitioners,  as  appears  by  the  more  early  flatutes.     Thus 
in  the  beginning  of  Edward  1)1.  we*  have  the  Common*  mentioned  as  peti- 
tioners, and  the  ftatmes  are  (aid  in  the  preamble  to  hare  been  ordained 
at  the  reqoeft  of  the  commonality  of  the  realm,  by  their  petition  made  before 
die  King  and  his  Council,  and  the  Parliament,  by  the  affent  of  the  prelates, 
earls,  barons  and  other  great  men  afiembled  at  faid  Parliament.    The  fum- 
mons  to  the  Commons  was  then  ad  confentienduwt  to  confent ;  but  the  end 
in  the  fuimnons  to  the  Lords  was  de  ardu'u  negotiis  fegni  tra&dturi,  et  confilium 
impenfitrL    Yet  while  the  Commons  apparently  alfembled  te  execute  the 
pleafure  of  the  great  men  of  the  realm,  their  power  was  even  inferior  to 
thar ;  for  in  many  ftatutes  we  do  not  mid  them  fo  much  as  named,  and  when 
they  are  named  it  is  merely,  as  obferved  above,  as  petitioners,  the  ajfent 
of  the  Lords  being  given  in  contradiftin&ion  to  the  petition  of  the  Commons, 
One  would  think  our  anceftors,  who  lived  nearer  the  times  of  confuGon 
and  firffc  principles,  would  have  recognifed  the  fubordination  oi  the  Legif-  » 
lature  to  the  will  of  the  people,  had  any  fuch  principte  exifiect.     If  ttty  could 
not  find  it  out,  it  muft  be  What  the  lawyers  call  a  defperaie  cafe.     If  it  could 
be  found  any  where,  the  troubiefome  periods  0/  our  huWy  would  be  itkefy 
to  furnilh  fome  inftance  of  it :  but  we  find  none,  not  even  in  the  druggies 
between  the  Houfes  of  York  and  Lancafter.    We  have  there  appeals'  etiough 
to  thtfword,  but  none  to  the  ftvereignty  of  the4  people.     When  York  after  ted 
his  claim  to  the  throne,  fofar  was  he  from  founding  his  right  on  any  fuppofed 
power  in  the  people  to  confer  it,  that  he  compromifes  his  fuccemori,  not*  in 
an  off  of  t&ep&ple,  though  the  fword  was  in  his  hand,  but  iri  an  a&'of  par- 
liament*   And  afterward,  on  the  death  of  Richard,  "  The  tortift's,*  fayt 
the  hiflorian,  "  invoked  a  great  council  of  all  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tem- 
poral, Magiftrates  and  Gen  demen  who  happened  to  be  in  London;  and 
Edward  [Platagenet]  having  explained  his  right  to  the  crown,  defired  it 
might  be  adjudged  to  him  by  this  Afiembly."    Was  this  an  appeal  to  th'e 
many-headed  monftcr  ?  It  fo  much  refcmbles  the  convention  that  of  lat« 
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fonvenltnt  feafon.  But  if  the  Parliament  was  competent 
en  the  gth  of  December  1 798,  I  do  not  know  that  any  cir- 
cumftsnee  has  happened  to  render  it  lefs  competent  to-day. 
The  only  queftion*  then,  before  us  is*  whether  this  be  the 
fiafenable  or  unfeafrnabk  morpent  of  Union  ?  It  is  merely 
a  matter  of  opinbn  :  the  bar  have  grayely  delivered  theirs, 
but  without  aligning  the  re&fons  on  which  they  grounded 
it.  They  may  be,  and  jmany  of  them  certainly  are,  very 
excellent  lawyers :  my  life  and  my  property  I  ihould  think  . 
fafe  in  their  hands,  I  am  fure  I  would  truft  both  to  them- 
but  this  is  not  a  hgql  queftien,  h  is  merely  political ;  and 
others  have  juft  as  good  a  right  to  judge  of  a  political 
wveafi/re  as  any  fet  of  men  whatever,  be  their  knowledge  orN 
information  or  talents  iri  other  matters  never  (0  great.  The 
ignorant  fhould  be  lold*  tha t  lavtyers  are  not  legiflators  ; 
they  frame  indeed,  and  digeft*?  the  laws  which  ftatefmen 
propofe,  aye  and  make*  not  unoften,  to  anfwer  the  politH- 
cal  preflare  of  the"  moment  They  are  neither  the  makers 
of  thofe  laws,  nor  the  judges  of  their  fitnefs  and  aptitude, 
though  they  are  the  expositors  of  them  after  they  an  mudu 
This  is  the  fum  of  their  office :  and  they  know  no  more  of  the 
proper  feafon  or  ".  jundure"  for  making  a  law  than  atry  other 
order  of  men  do.     It  is  a  matteF  of  op'mkm,  which  one  man 
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jM*  fet  our  Wlifiam  on  the  throve,  that  U  lofti  a*  ft  it  had  tee*  toe*  tuff 
precedent  from  which  the  form  of  that  fettlerneirt  #as  taken..  I  beg  ffardott 
for  the  length  of  thefe  notes;  but  the  occafion  called  for  them:  I  fhaU 
endeavour  to  make  amends  by  ufing  them  as  fparingly  as  poflible. 

*  The  crude  petitions  that  had  paffed  into  A&s  of  the  Legiflature,  were 
formerly  digefted  by  the  judges  afterward  into  the  form  of  (latutes  t  but 
miffaies  and  atofes"  fom'etime*s  atffmg  6tit  bi  tin  is  practice,  £8  A<#  was  paffed 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  V.  tnat  the  Jutfges;  6'efore  ibe  enA  of  eac&p'arttd- 
wttt,  ffifiuH  draw*  up  and!  fetfle  t-tte*  Ad£s :.  this?  pm&itb  life  wife  was  feu'n'd 
inconvenfent;  and  in*  tfik  feign'  of  tfenYy  Vt.  the*  mode*  nowr  .fdffew'ei! 
of  pf eftnfing  fiiil*  tb  Partfam'ent  ift  fffe  lotto,  of  ft^ut«  was  jftrft  introduced*. 
tKisollce,  Ibelfeve,  devolves4  to  frte  Itftfjetfy's  Attorney'  General,  oflom| 
other  of  the  Crown  Lawvers. 
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is  juft  as  qualified*  to  give  as  another,  if  he  has  read,  not 
law,  but  the  conftitution>jn  all  its  relations  and  branches^  its 
combinations  and  its  variations.  But  if  the  law  muft  deter- 
mine the  queftion,  in  God's  name  let  the  principal  judges 
of  the  two  kingdoms  deliver  their  o^xmoxi Jeriuttm  et  fepera- 
tim.  Nor  will  it  betaken  ill,  (for  great  and  enlightened 
minds  are  not  apt  to  be  envious  or  jealous)  if  with  thefe 
luminaries  of  the  profeffion  I  aflbciate  thofe  other  (ages  of 
the  law,  the  Lords  Bacon  and  Somers ;  names  that  cannot 
be  pronounced  without  veneration.  The  firft  I  have  alrea- 
dy quoted,  and  (hall  hereafter  quote  more  at  large ;  obferving 
in  this  place,  that  he  was  the  light  of  philosophy  and  fci~ 
ence,  the  upholder  of  the  Britifh  laws  and  the  Britifh  con- 
futation, and  what  is  better  than  both,  was  the  friend  of 
mankind.  Of  the  other  I  would  fay,  that  he  was  as  finifhed 
a  ftatefman,  and  as  able  a  lawyer,  as  any  that  had  preceded 
him,  Bacon  himfelf  not  excepted.  He  was  what  in  thofe 
days  was  called  a  Bill-of- rights- man,  or  found  conftitutionai 
Whig.  "Yet,  notwithftanding  Scotland  had  a  few  months 
before  afferted  her  complete  independence  on  England,  and 
in  oppofition  and  defiance  of  the  Englifti  Ad  of  Settlement, 
had  pafled  another  aft,  declaring,  that  after  the  demife  of  Anne 
no  future  king  of  England  fhould  (it  on  the  throne  of  Scotland; 
yet,  My  Lord,  with  this  exprefs  A6t  full  in  his  teeth,  and 
notwithftanding  the  high-founding  and  high-infifted-on  Inde- 
pendence of  the  Scotch,  this  great  conflitutional  lawyer 
thought  it  no  encroachment  on  the  laws  and  liberties  of 
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*  The  beautiful  faying  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  to  Do&or  Hallcy  (hould  be 
infcribed  with  a  funibeam  on  Adamant ;  "  Doctor,  you  have  ftudied  Ma- 
thematics, and  are  well  qualified  to  difcourfe  on  them :  I  delight  to  hear  you, 
and  am  always  inftru&ed  by  your  converfation  on  fuch  topics,  becaufc  you 
widerfland  tbet* :  but  as  you  have  never  ftudied  th<  Chriftian  Religion,  and  do 
net  underftand  it,  you  muft  excufe  me  if  I  tell  you  I  do  not  regard  one 
■word  you/ay." 
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either    kingdom,   that  the  two  nations  (houlcf  incorporate 
for  their  common  good.     The  incompetence  of  the  ref- 
pe&ive  parliaments  never  once  entered   his  head,  nor  fa 
much  as  occurred  to  his  great  predeceffor  Bacon :  And  who- 
ever reads  the  hiftory  of  the  Scotch  Union  in  Burnet,  will 
find  that  it  was  not  even  mentioned  or  thought  of,  nume- 
rous as  the  malcontents  were,  and  though  nothing  but  the 
very  fame  arguments,  as  the  hiftory  at  length  (hews  us,* 
are  at  this  day  bandied  and  echoed  that  were  employed  then. 
But  this  incompetence  of  parliament,  with  its  per  capita 
appeals,  being  the  only  new  thing  that  our  modern  Bacons 
and  Somers's  have  faid  on  the  fubjeQ,  it  does  not  become 
me  to  rob  them  of  the  difcovery.     Yes,  My  Lord,  Burnet 
aflures  us,  that  this  fame  Lord  Somers  "  had   the  chief 
hand  in  proje&ing  the  fcheme  of  the  Union  :'*  and  again, 
fpeaking  of  the  day  on  which  the  bifl  pafTed  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  "The  matter  was  argued  for   the  Union  by  the* 
Biihops  of  Oxford,  Norwich,  and  myfelf;    by    the    Lord 
Treafurer,  the  Earls  of  Sunderland  and  Wharton,  and  Lords 
Townfend  and  Hallifax ;  but  above  all,  by  the  Lord  Somers.*9 

And 

*  Were  it  not  for  the  unufual  length  of  thefe  notes,  I  am  tempted  to> 
transcribe  a  long  page  from  Burnet,  ftating  the  objections  urged  in  his  time, 
againft  the  Scotch  Union.  If  the  reader  will  take  the  trouble  of  turning 
to  the  place,  he  will  find  them  drawn  out  at  length ;  and  they  will  demon-* 
Urate  to  him  what  pains  have  lately  been  taken  to  mufter  up  and  furbifh 
thefe  ftale  objections,  which  however  are  fubftantialiy  retailed  to  us,  and 
foited  to  the  prefent  occafion  ;  but  which,  unhappily  for  the  objectors,  have 
all  been  praBically  anfwered  by  the  fuccefsful  events  that  have  attended  the 
Scotch  Union.  One  fhort  paffage  will  give  the  reader  fome  idea  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  oppofition  to  ibat  Union  was  conducted.  "  Thofe  who 
oppofed  the  Union,  finding  the  majority  was  againft  them,  ftudied  to  raife 
a  ftorm  without  doors,  to  frighten  them :  a  fet  of  addreffes  againft  the  Union 
werefent  round  all  the  counties,  in  which  thofe  who  oppofed  it,  had  any  in- 
tereft :  there  came  up  many  of  thefe  in  the  names  of  counties  and  boroughs, 
and,  at  laft,  from  parifhes:  this  made  fomenoife  abroad,  but  was  very  little 
confidered  there,  when  it  was  known  by  whofe  arts  and  practices  they  were 
procured*"    Buraet's  Hut.  of  his  own  times,  1706. 
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And  in  the  State  Papers  with  which  the  l/ord  Herjlwicke  hat 
obliged  the  world,  we  find  in  the  *'  Minutes  of  hatd  SHr 
mers*^  fpeech  on  the  bill  for  abolifhing  thi  Privy  Couwctl^of 
Scotland,"  thefe  worcfy  "  Heartily  dtfirous  of  the  Uniot. 
-r-No  lefs  defiroius  to  make  it  entire  and  complete. ^-r-Not 
at  all  perfect  while  two  political  admimftratipns  fubfift. — 
T\\e  true  argument  for  the  Union  was,  The  danger  to  both 
kingdoms  from  a  divided  ftpte.— So  great  a  good  as  th* 
Union  cannot  be  too  foon  perfected. — Objection -^ We  are 
in  a  time  of  war.—^That  feems  to  be  an  argument  why  it 
(hould  be  done  how. — Any  danger  to  the  peace  ittuft  arife 
from  foreign  invafion  or  d_omeftic  troubles.  As  for  domeftic 
troubles,  it  is  hoped  they  will  be  of  little  conference,  nn* 
left  we  will  fuppoie  the  Council  of  Great  Britain  to  be  afleep; 
they  will  have  a  proper  care  and  intelligence,  and-  it  is  not 
48  hours  difference.  It  is  in  her  Majefty  arid  the  Council  of 
Great  Britain,  that  the  c&re  of  the  public  peace  in  all  parts 
of  the  united  kingdom  is  lodged.  And  their  care  is  likely 
to  be  much  more  figriificant  and  effe&ual.  As  to  any  foreigt 
invafion,  we  aire  better  provided  now  than  can  be  lit  time  of 
peace."  It  is  unneceffary  to  detain  your  Lordfhip  with  any 
further  opinion  of  that  illuftrious  man  on  the  great  occafion 
of  th*  Scotch  Union. 

But,  £t  what  moment  could  an  Union  be  more  applicable 
than  the  prefent,  rent,  as  we  are,  and  torn  by  ftrife^and 
rivalry,  $k|  fa&ion,  and  cabal,  and  intrigue,  and  corruption, 
and  difcord,  and  diftruft>  and  competition  of  interefls,  and 
pride,  and  p/ejudice,  and  afpiration  after  power  ?  WaHowiBgf 
as  we  are,and  iipbnrted  in  {H>th,and  drunkennef§,  and  ignorance, 
.  and  beggary,  and  bankruptcy,  and  in&bordination,  and  con- 
tempt of  the  laws,  and  blood,  and  maflacre,  and  pillage,  atjd 
burning,  and  violence,  and  barbarifm,  "  beyond  all  former 
example?"  Who  (hall  tell  us  that  all  this  is  "  juft  as  it 
(hould  be ;  that  we  are  very  well  as  we  are ;  that  we  ought 
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not  to  change  our  Conftitution  for  another  ?  And  is  this  the 
Independence  we  boaft?  Is  this  the  dignity  of  Ireland? 
Is  this  the  national  honour  for  which  (he  contends  ?  Let  the 
cold-hearted  murderer  of  his  country  delight  in  fuch  a  ftate, 
and  cling  tD  the  honor  of  it ;  but  let  him  not  give  the  name 
of  patriotifm  to  his  fanguinary  fatisfa&ion  in  this  difgraceful 
ptfhire  of  our  abafement. 

Some  moft   certainly  u  are  very  well  as  they  are;"  and 
to    them,  I  allow,  a  change    would   not  be  very  defirable. 
But  thofe  who  gr6an  and  writhe  under  the  fcourge  of  arifta- 
cracy,  the  racked,  the  ftarving  and  the  rraked,  the  poor  that 
crowd  your  ftreets,  the  houfelefs,  or  thofe  who  live,  in  fties; 
thefe,  I  apprehend,  have  no  objeflion  to  any  change  that 
may  give  them  a  chance  of  bettering  their   condition:  it 
was  for  that  change  they  fo  lately  fought,  and   bled,  and 
buffered ;  and   they  would  again   array  themfelves  to   put 
down  the  Parliament  that  had  fo  abufed  them.     In   (hort, 
My  Lord,  it    is  the  People,  not  the   ambition   of  their 
proud  oppreflbrs,  whom  alone  we  ought  to  regard  in  this 
great meafure  of  Union:  it  is  they,  and  they  alone, 
who  form,  or  ought  to  form,  the  ftrength  and  power  of 
any  (late :  to  make  them  ufeful,  to  make  them  great,  to 
make  them  formidable  to  the  enemy,  they  mould  be  made 
induftrious,  they  fliould  be  made  virtuous,  they  fhould  be ' 
made  happy.     But  how  this  is  to  be  done  without  a  change, 
we  have   not  yet  been  informed :  neither  has  ariftocracy 
vouchfafed  to  acquaint  us,  what  it  will  do  to  relieve  the 
people,  provided  the  Union  be  withdrawn,  and  themfelves 
be  continued  in  power.     It  is  a  remark  of  a  long  ftanding, 
that  u  Well  enough"  has  been  the  ruin  of  Ireland :  but  the 
ignorant,  and  fome  who  think  themfelves  wife,  fliould  be 
told,  that  nothing  is  well  enough  which  can  be  made  better. 
*'  Well  enough,"  fays  the  philofopher  Volney,  has  enflaved 
Fgypt  and  Syria,  and  rendered  them  the  moft  miferable 
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«ountries  in  the  world, — except  independent  Ireland.     "  We 
arc  well  enough,"  is  the  conftant   cry  of  the  wretched 
Marhalouks,    fays  this  philofophcr,    for  were  we  better, 
the  fpoilers  would  come,  and  we  (hould  labour,  not  for 
©urfelves,  but  for  thofe  who  opprefs  us.     The  fame  caufes, 
My  Lord,  will  produce  the  very  fame  effeSs,  and  it  matters 
little  under  what  fun  we  are  born,  if  the  genial  rays  of 
liberty  do  not  warm  us.     When  England  was  lefs  free  than 
{he  i3  n£w,  we  had  the  fame  clamour  and  the  fame  cant 
of  well  enough   that  we  hear  to-day :  it   has  been    echoed 
from  age  to  age,  and  from  Union  to  Union,  which  alone 
can  make  us  either  free  or  happy.     "  It  will  be  faid,"  fays 
the  fage  Bacon,  "  We  are  now  welb—  Thanks  be  to  God ! 
But  were  his  Majefty's  government  never  fo  gracious  and 
politic,   continuance  of  time,  and  the  accidents  of  time 
may  breed  and  difcover  many  inconveniences,  if  the  king- 
doms fland  divided."     So  faid  the  politic  Bacon :  and  as 
we  have  nothing  but  a  repetition  of  the  fame  obje&ions, 
and  a  return  of  the  fame  words  from  his  time  to  the  pre- 
fent,  we  have  nothing  to  offer  in  reply  but  the  fame  anfwers 
which  the  fame  able  men  had  given  before*  and  I  (hall 
only  add,  that  they  who  think  themfelves  well  enough,  do 
not  deferve  to  be  made  better. 

And,  My  Lord,  when  I  confider  the  wifdom,  and  firm* 
nefs,  and  moderation  of  your  Excellency's  government,' 
that  has  guided  the  ftate-vefTel  through  a  mod  perilous  and 
pitilefs  ftortn :  when  I  confider  the  dignified  difikin  you 
have  (hewn  of  the  threats  and  the  clamours  of  the  bafe, 
the  wicked,  and  the  (lupid :  when  I-  contemplate  the  great- 
nefs  of  your  own  independent  mind,  that,  while  it  forgives 
like  Caefar  the  wrongs  and  injuries  of  the  ungrateful,  and 
gathers  glory,  like  the  fame  Caedr,  by  prote&ing  the  op- 
prefled,— *wodd  lift  this  unfortunate,  this  jll-ftar/ed  land 
froirf  its  ftate  of  humiliation  and  abje<Stion,  and  elevate  it 
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to  the  rank  and  independence  of  the  Britilh  chara&er,—- 
this,  I  cry,  this  is  the  'proper  moment  of  Union,  this  the 
opportune  and  aufpicious  feafon  for  accomplifhing  an  objeA 
fo  grand  in  its  comprehenfion,  fo  ftupendous  in  its  efta- 
blifliment. 

When  Sir  John  Davies,  who  was  cotempdrary  with  Ba- 
con, recommends  the  union  of  Ireland,  he  offers,  an  argu- 
ment for  it  that  I  have  not  feen  noticed  by  any  modern 
writer  on  the  fubje&;  and  he  backs  hj^obfervatton  by  the 
authority  of  Giraldus  Cambrenfis.  "  It  is  not  fit,"  lays 
Sir  John,  "  that  &  king  of  an  ifland  (hould  have  any 
marches  or  borders,  except  the  four  fleas."  This  was 
happily  conceived,  and  as  happily  exprelfed :  its  brevity 
forms  a  political  axiom  worthy  of  every  llatelman's  regard. 
It  is  as  if  he  had  faid,  "  I  (lands  and  continents  differ  in 
this  i  an  extenfive  and  unbroken  continent  may  without 
much  danger  have  its  ifland$  annexed  to  it,  or  federally 
united  with  it,  becaufe,  it  can  eafily  punilh  revolt,  and  by 
the  lmmcnfityof  its  weight  and  power,  crufli,  if  it  (hould 
lb  pleafe,  the  rebellious  ifland ;  efpecially  if  fucb  ifland  or 
sflands  be  approximate  thereto.  It  £S  not  fo  with  iflandsy 
vrhofe  diftindnefs  becomes  their  weaknefs ;  but  whole  <?om- 
pa&ncfs  (hould  render  the  territories  of  the  commanding 
ifland  lefs  contiguous  than  continuous,  that  it  may  the  more 
f  alily  repel  continental  invafion*  and  throw  in  timely  fuc- 
cour,  (hould  it  be  neceffary ;  and.  thus  by  poflefling  all  the 
ellentials  of*  a  continent  within  ufelf,  it  will  be  found  lefs 
vulnerable  in  its  feveral  parts.",  And  this  maxim  of  Sir 
John  correfponds  with  that  other  of  the  Roman  TituiQjiin- 
tius,  Tefiudo  intra  Ugumtn  tuta  eft,  The  tortoife  is  lafe 
within  her  (hell,  "  but  if  tljere  be  any  parts,''-  (ays  Bacon, 
"  that  lie  open,  tbey  endanger  all  the  reft." 

And  indeed,  My  Lord,  when  I  open  the  map  of  thefc 
^kingdoms,  and  meafure  the  fea  that  (eparates  the  Orchades 
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from  the  main-land  of  Scotland,  I  find  it  not  lcfs  wide 
than  the  fpace  between  the  north  of  Ireland  and  the 
weft  of  Scotland,  now  a  part  and  fubftance  of  Great 
Britain  herfelf.  But  when  I  meafure  the  diftance  of  the 
more  ultimate  iflands  Sanda  and  Papa-Weftra>  I  do  find 
them  twice  as  far  from  the  neareft  point  of  Scotland  as 
Dublin  is  from*  Holyhead,  and  quite  as  diftant  from 
Britain  as  Dame-ftreet  is  diftant  from  Chefter :  yet  I  have 
not  heald  that  fnipes  are  (hot  in  the  ftreets  of  Kirk-wal,  or 
that  thefe  iflands  are  diflatisfied  with  being  reprefented  in 
the  Britifh  fenate,  or  that  they  have  not  been  incorporated 
wkh  Great  Britain  for  near  a  century,  without  fuftaining  the 
fmalleft  injury,  or  having  their  confequence  impaired.  And 
farther,  My  Lord,  when  I  meafure  the  fpace  between  Schet- 
land,  the  Ultima  Thuh  of  the  ancient  geographers,  and  the 
weft  of  Scotland  ;  and  when  I  lay  my  finger  on  the  popu- 
lous and  fertile  ifland  of  Mainlandt,  I  do  not  find  the 
diftance  of  this  remote  and  out-lying  branch  of  the  Empire 
more  contiguous  to  Great  Britain  than  I  find  independent 
Ireland;  and  fure  I  am,  that  in  conjun&ion  with  Its  fitter 
Orchades,  this  fame  Schetland  fends  its  representative  to 
Weftminfter,  and  that  although  cabbages  are  fold  in  the 
market-place  of  Lerwick,  jet  that  they  do  not  grow  in  it : 
for  that  God  and  Nature  had  intended  that  thefe  iflands 
fliould  form  a  part  of,  and  be  transfufed  into,  the  Britifh  Em- 
pire. Were  any  thing  wanting  to  confirm  this,  I  might 
quote  a  crowd  of  ancient  geographers  to  prove  that  Ireland, 
with  the  Orchade  and  Schetland  iflands,  were  indifcrimi- 
nately  called  Tthe  Britijh  Ifles,  and  none  of  them  accounted 
independent  on  the  fuperior  ifland ;  that  Albion,  being  the 
larger,  was  called  Great  Britain,  and  lerne  Little  Britain,  and 
both  together^  Britain,  as  including  one  and  the  fame  coun- 
try :  but  I  ftiall  content  myfelf  with  one  fmall  quotation  from 
the  mod  learned  of  men.     This  great  authority,  a'  hoft  in 
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himfetf,  will  not  allow  Ireland  to  be  in  any  refpe&  fcparated 
or  diftinft  from  Great  Britain  :  "  Minime  nimirum  fitana 
(Hiberniam)  ultra  mare  illud  quod  imperii  AngUcani  pars 
ejt  tcrritorium  eft,  fed  in  eo  collocatam,  et  unico  cum  An<* 
glia  fummo  imperio  collocatam."  (Seldenx  Mart  Claur 
Jim.}  Here,  My  Lord,  is  complete  union,  both  imperial 
and  phyfical:  hut  our  pygmy  politicians,  either  wilfully  or 
ignorantly  miftake  geographic  diftin&nefs  (if  fo  they  rauft 
fcave  it)  for  political  reparation.  The  amalgamation  of  States* 
and  embodiment  of  Empire  come  not  within  the  fphere  of 
their  comprehension  ;  and  with  them  every  man  is  the  ene- 
my of  his  country,  that  happens,  to  fee  a  Utile  clearer  than 
themfelves. 

But  if  Selden  was  miftaken,  the  enlightened  Bacon  had  be* 
fore  him  entertained  the  very  fame  idea.  Ireland,  he  con- 
fiders  as  thrown  by  nature  into  the  arms  of  England,  and 
by  her  fituation  and  configuration,  as  he  calls  it,  forming  a 
part  of  Great  Britain  herfeif,  at  once  fuftaining  and  blending 
the  unity  of  the  whole. 

I  pafs  over  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  whofe  unhappy  policy 
formed  no  part  of  the  uniting  principle.  Had,  however,  the 
fyftem  of  conciliation  and  civilization,  pointed  out  by  Sir 
John  Davies,  been  purfued  by  the  Englifh  at  an  earlier 
period,  it  is  highly  probable  fuch  a  Union  of  the  two  king- 
doms would  have  taken  place,  as  had  prevented  the  dreadful 
rebellion  of  1641,  whofe  explofion  was  felt  in  the  remoteft 
corners  of  the  Empire,  and  heaved  the  very  throne  itfelf. 
This  it  was,  aided  by  fome  other  untoward  circumftances, 
which  paved  the  way  for  the  cataflrophe  that  foon  after 
followed.  From  great  calamities  we  learn  wifdom:  the 
public  troubles  laid  thefirft  foundation  of  Britifti  greatnefs. 
Cromwell  had  v  id  ted  Ireland:  that  fag^clous  ftatefrnan  had, 
ifcarked  the  fpirit  of  revolt  and  infurre&ion  in  her  people, 
that  were  u  referved,"  as  we  have  feen,  "  for  fome  fecret 
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fcourge  which  by  them  fliould  come  unto  England,"  He 
had  marked  alfo  the  pernicious  policy  of  Charles,  whofe 
unfteady  counfels  had  (haken  the  empire  and  diftrafited  the 
whole  cqnftitution.  Another  (hock  would  deftroy  it  for  ever: 
to  obviate  the  danger,  vigour  mud  be  infufed,  the  common 
ftrength  mud  be  concentered.  And  although  his  own  imper- 
fect union  was  inadequate  to  that  great  end,  and  its  hafty 
formation  of  temporary  advantage  only,  yet  was  it  initiative 
of  that  folid  and  vital  incorporation  which  his  capacious 
mind  had  conceived  and  digefted,  and  which,  after  the  dura* 
ber  of  a  century  and  a  half,  was  deftined  to  give  force  and 
grandeur  and  perfection  to  the  conftitution, 

Your  Excellency  will  forgive  me,  fliould  I  advert  to  an 
obfervation  that  offers  itfelf  in  this  place.  It  will  be  obje&- 
edy  as  it  has  been,  that  the  authorities  for  union,.antecedtnt 
to  the  year  1782,  go  for  nothing  ;  inafmuch  as  that  epoch 
prefents  us  with  a  new  order  of  things;  viz.  the  glorious 
indipendinct  of  Ireland,  which,  we  are  told,  takes  away 
both  the  neceility  of  uniting  the  legiflatures,  and  the  com- 
petence of  Ireland  to  alter  that  conftitution  ; — I  beg  pardon, 
that  aijuftment,  the  "  final  adjustment  of  our  pafi  diffe- 
rences." The  obje£lion  is  fpecious,  and  (hall  have  an  an- 
fwer.  I  do  then  aflert,  and  hope  to  prove  it  in  a  few  wordsi 
that  Ireland  both  in  the  time  of  Cromwell,  and  at  the  sera 
of  the  restoration,  was,  and  had  always  been,  juft  as  inde- 
pendent as  (he  is  at  this  moment,  or  as  any  aft  of  renun- 
ciation has  lately  made  her.  As  to  Poynings*  a£fc,  it  does 
not  feem  to  have  been  well  underflood :  it  was  not  im- 
posed by  England,  as  is  vulgarly  imagined,  but  paflfed  at  the 
immediate  prayer  and  felicitation  of  the  Irifh,  or  in  the 
words  of  the  (latute  itfelf,  "  at  the  requeft  of  the  Commons 
of  the  land  of  Ireland,"  in  order  to  guard  and  prote£t  this 
bnhappy  country  from  the  rapacity  and  extortions  of  the 
King's  fervants,  who  aflembled  Parliaments  for  rio  other 
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purpofe  but  to  opprefs  the  people,  and  ftrengthen  their  owij 
fa&k>ns;  or  in  the  language  of  the  ftatute    nth  of  Eliza- 
beth, **  as  well  to  the  dHhonour  of  the  prince  as  the  hin- 
drance of  the  fubjecl."     And  it  was  for  this  reafon,  not. 
for  the  purpofe  of  binding  Ireland,  that  the  A£t  of  Poyn- 
ings  ordained,  that  <(  no  Parliament  be  holJen  hereafter  in 
the  faid  land,  but  at  fuch  feafon  as  the  King's  Lieutenant 
and  Council  firft  (hould  certify  the  king  the  caufes  and  conji- 
derationf  thereof.     This  venerable  ftatute,  that  has  been 
deemed  the  Magna  Chart*  of  Ireland,  has  continued  unre- 
pealed for  more  than  three  centuries.     Twice  indeed  it  was 
fufpended,  once  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  8th,  when  the 
circumftances  of  the  reformation  rendered  fuch  fufpenfion 
abfolutely  neceflary,  but  it  was  temporary  only,  and'ended 
with  the  occafion  :  and  afterwards  by  Elizabeth,  where  in 
compliment  to  Sir  Henry  Sydney,  it  is  called   a  Repeal, 
though  more  reftricYive  than  the  "  expounding"  ASt  of 
the  3d  and  4th  of  Philip  and  Mary,  that  had  rendered  it 
concluflve.     In  our  own  times  it  has  been  modified,  to  meet 
the  circumftances  of  the  day,  or  more  properly  fpeaking,  has 
not  been  meddled  with  at  all :  for  Grange  as  it  may  feem, 
the  ftatute  that  is  fuppofed  to  have  modified  it,  never  once 
mentions  Poynings  or  his  aft,  or  even  the  word  Independence, 
as   if  the  Legiflature   had   avoided  the  queftioq^pr  was 
afliamed  to  define  its  own  meaning.    Yet  the  aft  is  unre- 
pealed, and  its  principal  reftri&ive  provifion  ftill  continues 
in  its  original  force  ;  for  independent  Ireland  cannot,  at  this 
day,  fummon  a  Parliament  without  the  leave  and  perrnif- 
(ion  of  England,  nor  "  until  a  licence  for  that  purpofe  (hall 
be  firft  had  and  obtained  under  the  Great   Seal  of  Great 
Britain."    But  fo  confcious  was  modern  Ireland  of  the  impor- 
tance of  Poynings*  AGt,  that  left  it  (hould  ceafe  to  be  fuffi- 
ciently  concluflve  upon  her,   (he  binds  herfelf  by  a  new  re- 
ftri&ion  yet  more  humiliating  ;  and,  as  if  (he  deemed  herfelf 

unworthy 


*4 

fehworthy  to  be  trufted,  and  that  it  was  lieeeffary  the  cabi- 
net of  another  nation  (hould control   and  keep  her  in  ordet", 
pafles  an  a&  which  provides  that  none  of  her  bills  (hall  be- 
come laws,  till  the  fame  fliall  be  "  returned  under  the 
Great  Seal  of  Great  Britain  :"  and  this  we  are  aflured  by  a 
great  authority  was  a  "  necefTary"  reftri&ionl  But  the  fufpen^ 
fions  of  this  a&,  its  explanations,  and  it's  modifications,  and 
its  new  reftri&ions,  prove  only  its  ancient  *nd  original  excel- 
lence, leaving  us  at  lafl:  exa£Hy  where  it  found  us,  re/ling  and 
leaning  on  England)  and  the  Empire y for  protection,  and  even  for 
tfur  exiftence  as  a  Nation. — Voleniibus  non  fit  injuria  :    our 
fituation  is  not  changed,  is  not  bettered ;   we  have  modified 
ourfelves  into  a  worfe  ftate  than  we  were  in  when  Cromwell 
took  us  up.     The   firft  adumbration  of  Britifh  Supremacy 
legiflating  for  Ireland  was  in  the  year  1642,   when  the  aft 
of  adventurers  paffed;  and  if  we  look  to  Do&or  Jones's 
u  Remonftrance"  in  the  preceding  year,  we  fhall  find  that  the 
Irifli  at  that  time  implored  the  interpofition  of  the  Britifh 
Parliament  to  fave  them  from  themfelves,  juft  as  they  had 
before  implored  its  interpofition  in  the  time  of  Sir  Edward 
Poynings.     From  all  which  it  appears,  that  in  1782  Ireland 
was  but  reftored  to  her  former  fituation,  that  is,  to  the 
mock  independence  (he  had    poffeffed    140  years  before: 
yet  Cromwell,  than  whom  an  abler  ftatefman  has  not  yet 
appeared,  did  not  think  independence  an  everlafting  bar  to 
the  incorporation  of  thefe  kingdoms. — This,  My   Lord,  I 
conceive  a  fufficient  anfwer  to  the  objeftion. 

The  judicious  Mr.  Lawrence,  whofe  "  Interefts  of  Ire- 
land" was  compofed  foon  after  the  reftoration,  has  a  paf- 
fage  not  unworthy  of  Your  Excellency's  attention.  It 
will  throw  fome  lighten  the  condition  of  Ireland  at  that 
time,  and  ferve  to  prove  the  neceflity  which  then  exifled 
fojr  the  very  union  that  Cromwell  had  defigned.     u  From 
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tfieyear  1641,"  fays  Mr.  Lawfence,  u  to  the  year  1660, 
I  may  fpare  troubling  you  with  an  account  why  Ireland  was 
not  improved  in  trade  and  wealth:  for  thirteen  years  of  the 
nineteen  were  fpent  in  violent  and  bloody  war,  and  that 
monfter  devours  every  thing  but  itfetf."  And  our  wars, 
My  Lord*  will  foon  devour  Ireland,  if  fbmething  be  not 
done,  and  that  too  immediately,  to  fnatch  her  out  of  the 
Lion's  mouth,  the  monfter  whofe  independence  is  as  dan- 
gerous as  k  is  wild.,  fomewhat  refembling  the  Bedouin  ftate 
of  Egypt,  fapported  more  hy  rapine  than  by  focial  order, 
or  by  any  principle  of  unity  that  leads  men  either  to  fecurity 
pr  to  happinefs. 

.-"  The  fecond  4npediment  to  rh«  improvement  of  Ireland 
i«  the  unfettiednefs  of  the  minds  of  the  people ;  for  a 
people  enured  to  war,  rather  difpofe  their  minds  to  idlenefs 
and  rapine,  than  innocent  induftry ;  and  what  is  quickly  fo 
gained,  is  ufuajly  as  foon  fpent  in  riot  and  excefs :  and  thefe 
fort  of  people  hate  honed  induftry  themfelves,  fo  do  they 
by  their  frequent  robberies  difcourage  others,  that  when  a 
year's  induftry  (hall  be  forced  out  of  their  hands  by  an  hour's 
robbery,  they  conclude  eafe  and  labour  will  be  all  one  at 
the  year's  end;  and  therefore  chufe  Scarcity r  with  ea-fe  and 
fafety,  rather  than  by  labour  to  gain  a  little  matter  about 
them."     (Lawrence's  Ittterefts  of  Ireland.) 

But  Mr.  Lawrence  goes  on  to  (hew  that  in  1666,  the 
Britifti  council  of  trade  did  enter  on  fome  very  ferious  refa- 
ctions for. advancing  the  permanent  interefts  of  this  coun- 
try. Thefe  refolgtions,  about  ten  years  after,  aided  by  the 
plans  of  the  great  Sir  Wm.  Petty,  fuggefted  *o  the  Irifti  coun- 
cil of  trade  the  propriety  of  an  incorporative  union.  It  cam-* 
m  the  fhape  of  a  report  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Privy 
Council:  I  have  not  myfelf  a  copy  of  the  original  paper; 
tut  that  which  I  have  feen  ftrongly  recommends  an  union 
4{f  the  tivo  kingdoms  on  the  plan  of  Wales,  under  one 
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legiflative  power,  proportionably.  Unlcfs  wefuppofe  tha 
Council  to  be  uninformed  or  mifguided  men,  influenced  by 
wicked  motives,  and  the  enemies  of  their  country,  we  muft 
not  only  re.fpefr.  their  opinion,  but  receive  with,  gratitude 
the  advice  which  their  labours  hold  out  to  us. 

In  this  very  year,  viz.  1676,  and  about  four  years  earlier, 
w^e  have  one  of  the  ableil  men  of  the  age  fyftematically 
and  in  form  recommending  an  incorporation. of  the  two 
kingdoms,  but  who,  like  Cromwell,  thought  Irifh  Indepen- 
dence no  impediment  to  their  union.#v  Sir  William  Petty's 
*'  Political  Arithmetic"  and  "  Political  Anatomy  of  Ire- 
land," are  tra&s  that  to  this  day  draw  general  attention,^ 
and  have  ranked  their  author  in  the  firft  clafs  of  conftitu- 
tional  writers.  I  (hall  trouble  Your  Excellency  with  a  few 
eitraQs  from  each  of  them. 

In  his  "  Political  Arithmetic,"  the  writer,  a  man  not 
much  given  to  mirth,  apologizes  for  a  jocular  "  digreffion," 
arguing  however  from  it*  with  his  ufual  gravity.  "  I  have 
heard,"  fays  he,  t€  many  wife  men  fay,  when  they  were 
bewailing  the  vaft  loffes  of  the  Englifh,  in  preventing  and 
fupprefling  rebellions  in  Ireland,  and  confidering  how  little 
profit,  hath  returned  to  England  for  her  five  hundred  year* 
doing  and  differing  in  that  country ;  I  fay,  I  have  heard 
wife  men  wifti  (the  people  of  Ireland  being  laved)  that  the 
ifland  were  funk  under  water  :  now  the  benefit  of  thofe 
wilhes  may  practically  be  obtained,  without  finking  that 
vaft  ifland  under  water,  which  I  take  to  be  fomewhat  diffi  • 
cult,  and  with  fubmiffion  to  better  judgment,  I  will  fay 
fomething  for  this  wild  conception." 

He 

*  Sir  William  Petty  tells  us  in  e*prefs  terms,  that  Ireland  is  indepmdtat 
of  England,  not  confidering  any  Britifh  ads  that  had  then  pafled,  to  be  at 
all  binding  upon  Ireland,  the  ads  of  Settlement  and  Explanation  not  excepted. 
The  friends  of  Mr.  Molyneux,  I  am  fore,  will  not  difpute  the  opinion  of 
Sir  William. 
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He  then  goes  oil  to  expatiate  at;  largfe  ori  the  population, 
produ&s,  and  refources  of  the  refpe&ive  kingdoms,  obferv- 
ing  that  "  the  fea-line  of  England,  Scotland, .  and  Ireland, 
and  the  adjacent  iflands,  is  about  3800  miles  ;  according  to 
which  length,  and  the  whole  content  of  acres,  the  faid  land 
would  be  an  oblong,  or  parallelogram  figure  of  3800  miles 
long,  and  about  twenty -four  miles  broad;  and  consequently 
every  part  of  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland  is,  one  with 
the  other,  but  twelve  miles  from  the  fea  :    whereas  France, 
containing  but  about  1000  miles  of  fea  line,  is  by  the  like 
method  of  computation,  .about  fixty-five  miles  from,  the 
fea- fide  ;  and  confide  ring  the  paucity  ©f  ports,   in  compa- 
rison of  what  are  in  the  king  of  England's  dominions,  as 
good  as  feventy  miles  diftant  from  a  port." 

A  feaMine  of  three  tbou/and  eight  hundred  miles  !  and,  the 
parts  confolidated,  the  whole  but  twelve  miles  from  the  fea  ! 
Are  we  not  then  congregated,  like  the  waters  themfelves,  as 
one  maritime  people  ?  Is  not  the  fea  itfeif  our  own,  our  pro- 
per element,  our  legitimate  dominion,   and  the  only  true 
territory  we  poffefs?  Shall  Ireland,  the   fecond  principal 
tfland  that  contributes  to  form  this  mafs  of  flrength  and  cpm- 
anerce,  this  unity  of  empire,  affect  to  fay  that  (be  isdiftinft 
from  Great  Britain  ?  Is  it  not  this  very  vicinage,  this  com* 
padnefs  of  proximity,  which  gives  us  our  fuperiority  over 
the  continent,  whofe  fea- line  (that  part  of  it  which  belongs 
to  France)  is  nearly  four  times  lefs  than  oar  own,  and  alto- 
gether more  than  five  times  farther  from  the  fea,  or  any 
port*  than  we  are  ?     With  me,  I   confefs,   this  Political 
Arithmetic  is  decifive  of  the  queftion. 

Sir  William  then  proceeds  to  (hew,  how  much  cheaper 
and  quicker  the  Britift  Navigation  is  than  the  French; 
from  which  be  draws  conclusions  highly  advantageous  to 
Great  Britain,  (hewing  from  that  and  other  circumftances 
bow  yet  more  beneficial  a  thorough  union  of  the  erripire 
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would  prove.  \f  Your  Excellency  will  take  the  trouble  of 
turning  to  the  fourth  chapter  of  that  admirable  work,  you 
will  find  the  whole  drawn  out  in  the  moft  perfpicuous  man- 
ner, and  with  the  moft  admirable  reafoning. 

In  his  fifth  chapter  he  tells  us,  "  The  firft  impediment 
of  England'*  greatnefs  is,  that  the  territories  thereunto  be* 
tanging,  are  too  far  afunder,  and  divided  by  the  fea  into 
many  feveral  iflands  and  countries  ;  and  I  may  fay,  into  fo 
many  kingdoms,  and  feveral  government?,  (viz ).  there  be 
three  diftinfl  legiflativc  powers  in  England,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland ;  the  which,  inftead  of  uniting  together,  do  often 
crofs  one  another's  intereft,  not  only  as  if  they  were  fo- 
reigners to  ^each  other,  but  fometimes  as  enemies."  But 
fo  far  from  confidering  the  intervention  of  the  ocean  as  a 
bar  or  impediment  to  their  union,  he  would  improve  that 
circumflance,  and  turn  it  to  the  general  advantage :  and 
the  ocean  being,  the  element  from  which  the  Brittfh  greatnefs 
refults,  he  affigns  this  as  the  very  reafon  why  the  feveral 
parts  of  the  empire  fhould  be  com  pre  (Ted.  We  are  iflanders, 
My  Lord,  we  are  maritime,  and  all  otfr  plans  cf  policy, 
all  our  arguments  on  this  comprehenfive  queftion,  (hould 
have  reference  to  that  end,  and  to'  that  alone.  Jf  we  would 
give  to  our  meafures  their  full  force  and  efficacy,  We  (hould 
dire&  them  to  their  proper  objed,  which  we  cannot  (^o  with 
fuccefs  till  we  combine  our  maritime  unity  and  ftrength. 
Separate  ftrength  is  weaknefs,  but  combined  power  irreftfti- 
ble.  One  hundred  foldiers  will  fight  with  more  effed  in  a 
body,  than  one  thoufand  difperfed  can  do.  It  is  thus,  that 
France  by  land  is  fo  fuperior  and  fuccefsful,  her  line  of 
continent,  together  with  her  fyflem  df  union,  being  as  ad* 
vantageous  to  her  on  her  own  element,  as  our  fca-line  is  to 
us  on  ours.  And  we  want  nothing  but  that  union  of  which 
France  has  fet  us  To  good  an  example  in  the  cafe  of  Belgium, 
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to  cope  with  her  every  where.     But  the  farther  difcufliort 
of  this  I  leave  to  abler  politicians. 

Again.     So  convinced  is  this  deep  and  experienced  writer 
of  the  advantages  that  attend  the  incorporating  policy,  that 
he  extends  his  ideas  of  union  not  only  to  the  Lflands  nearer 
home*  but  to  the  incorporation  of  all  the  Britifh  plantations, 
without  which,  fays  lie,  fomewhat  prophetically,  "  'tis  hard 
to  fay  what  may  be  the  cmfequence^'     And  foon  after,  "  Small 
divided  remote  Governments,  being  feldom  able  to  defend 
themfelves,  the  burthen  of  protecting  them  all,  muft  lie 
upon  the  chief  kingdom  of  England,  and  fo  all  the  fmaller 
kingJoms,  inftead  of  being  additions,  are  really   dimuni 
1   tions ;    but   the   fame   is  remedied    by   making  two   fuch 
grand,  councils,    as     may    equally     reprefent    the    whole 
empire"     Nor   is  this,  My    Lord,  altogether  chimerical : 
other  wife  men  have  fent  their  ideas'  of  union  acrofs  the 
Atlantic.     Adam  Smith  judged  it  an  expedient  and  falutary 
rrieafure;  Dean  Tucker  moft  ft rongly  recommended  it,  to 
prevent  the  feparation  of  the  colonies;  and  America  her  fe  If 
fplicited  to  be  reprefented   in  the  Britifh  Legiflature.     Had 
a  union   then  taken. place,  the   colonies  had  not  divided 
from  us,  an  event  deprecated  by  America  as  the  greateft 
misfortune  that  could  befal   her.     Her  language  was  "  do 
not  drive  us  into  Independence."     Let  us  profit  by  this  fatal 
example  of  our  folly. 

.Again.  "  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  fame  people,  far 
and  wide  difperfed,  muft  fpend  more  upon  their  govern- 
ment and  protection  than  the  fame  living  compadty,  and 
when  they  have  no  occafion  to  depend  upon  the  wind,  wea- 
ther, and  all  the  accidents  of  the  fea." 

And  again.  "  May  not  the  three  kingdoms  be  united  in- 
to one,  and  equally  reprefented  in  Parliament  ?  Might  not 
the  taxes  be  equally  applotted,  and  di redly  applied  to  their 
ultimate  ufe  ?_and  why  is  not  that  natural  and  firm  union 
made  between  the  two  [Englifh  and  Irifh]  peoples  ?" 

I  ftull 


I  flialitroubleYourExcellency  with  but  one  or  two  other 
extraQs  from  this  writer,  which  I  (hall  take  from  hi* 
"  Political  Anatomy,",  and  there  clofe  what  he  fays  on  the 
fiibjeft. 

"  Some  furious  fpirits  have  wi(hed,  that  the  Irifli  would 
rebel  again,  that  they  might  be  put  to  the  fword.  But  I  de- 
clare, that  notion  to  be  not  only  impious  and  inhuman,  but 
withal  frivolous  and  pernicious  even  to  them  who  have  rafh- 
ly  wifhed  for  thofe  occafions." 

"  Few  foreigners  can  help  them  f the  Irifh]  if  they  would. 
But  none,  not  the  king  of  France,  can'  gain  advantage  by 
fo  doing,  evqn  though  he  fucceeded.  For  England  hath 
coriftamly  loft  thefe  500  years  by  their  meddling  with  Ire- 
land. And  at  this  day,  when  Ireland  was  never  fo  rich  and 
fplendid,  it  were  the  advantage  of  the  Englifti  to  abandon  - 
their  whole  intereft  in  that  country,  and  fatal  to  any  other 
nation  to  take  it  up." 

"  If  it  be  for  the  good  of  England  to  keep  Ireland  a  dif- 
tind  kingdom,  why  do  not  the  predominant  party  in  Parlia- 
ment (fuppofe  the  Weftern  members)  make  England  beyond 
Trent  another  kingdom,  under  commerce,  and  take  tolls* 
and  cuftoms  upon  the  borders?  or  why  was  there  ever  Union 
between  England  and  Wales,  and  good  effeds  and  fruits 
whereof  were  never  queftioned?  and  why  may  not  the 
entire  kingdom  of  England  be  farther  canton ized,  for  the 
advantage  of  parties  ?" 

"  As  for  the  practice;  the  Peers  of  Ireland  aflerabled  in 
Parliament,  may  depute  fo  many  of  their  number,  as  make 
the  one-fixth  part  of  the  Peers  of  England,  to  be  called  by 
writ  to  the  Lords9  Uoufe  of  England  :  and  the  Commons  in 
Ireland,,  aflembled  in  like  manner,  may  depute  the  like 
proportion  of  other  members  to  fit  with  the  Comrnpns  of 
England,  the  King  and  that  Houfe  admitting  of  them*" 

But,  fay*  be,  "  If  both  kingdoms  were  under  one  Legtf- 
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lative  power  and  Parliament,  the  members  whereof  fhould 
be  proportionable  in  power  and  wealth  of  each  nation, 
there  would  be  no  danger  fuch  a  parliament  (bould  do  any 
thing  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Englifli  intereft  in  Ireland  ;  nor 
could  the  Irifh  ever  complain  of  partiality,  when  they  (hall 
be  freely  and  proportionally  reprefented  in  all  Parliaments.'* 

About  twenty  years  after  Sir  William  Petty  wrote,  viz. 
an.  1694,  we  have  Sir  Francis  Brewfter  recommending  an 
incorporation  of  the  kingdoms.  He  was  a  gentleman  of 
fortune,  a  fcholar,  perfe&ly  acquainted  with  theinterefts  of 
ihefe  kingdoms,  and  what  is  ftill  better,  an  amiable  man,  as 
appears  by  his  EJfays%  though  compofed  of  cold  calculations, 
as  hoftile  to  benevolence  as  forbidding  to  tafte  or  genius. 
It  were  bothunjuft  to  fuch  a  man,  and  unreafonabfe  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  a  mind  like  his  could  have  been  warped  by  any 
fecret  wife  or  motive  to  ferve  one  kingdom  at  the  expence 
of  the  other  :  and  he  was  not  one  of  thofe  who  confidered 
the  fealbn  of  diftradion  to  (land  in  the  way  of  Union ;  but 
thought  with  Somers,  his  cotemporary,  that  "  a  time  of 
war  was  an  argument  why  it  fliould  be  done  then."  (Hariw* 
State  Papers.)  He  had  alfo  another  ftrange  opinion,  and 
thought  with  Sir  William  Petty,  that  the  river  which  divid- 
ed the  kingdoms  tlid  not  form  an  infuperable  bar  to  their 
ctofer  contaQ.  4t  Though,**  fays  he,  "  the  fea  part  us, 
may  not  laws  make  us  one  ?  So  that  Ireland  may  be  more 
profitable  to  England  in  general  than  Wales,  or  than  any 
county  is  to  the  whole  in  its  proportion  ?"     (EJfiys) 

Were  it  ^leceffary,-  I  could  fwell  fome  pages  with  farther 
quotations t6  the  fame  purpofe  from  this  judicious  writer; 
but  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  ftate  of  Ireland, 
let  the  following  obfervation  atteft :  ic  all  the  ufe  of  it  is  for 
courtiers,  men  of  proje&iori  and  neceflity  to  traffic,  wha 
difpofe  it  into  grants,  employments  and  offices,  and  fo  make 
6  it  rather  z  for  eft  for  game,  than  a  plantation  for  trade  and  com- 
merce." 


s 


raerce"  (Ibid.)  O  fortunate  Ireland !  In  every  age,  an4 
jn  every  reign  unchanged! -In  the  time  of  the  fecond  Charles, 
we  have  feen  thee  wealthy,  fplendid,  independent ! — floth- 
ful,  violent,  and  barhafous !  In  the  time  of  William,  we 
fee  thee  wealthy,  fplendid,  independent! — and  a  forejl  for 
game  !  O  fortunate  Ireland,  that  yet  continued  unchanged, 
and  very  well  as  thou  art  !  O  independent  Ireland,  conde- 
scend to  tell  as  how  thy  union  with  a  nation  feven  times 
richer  than  thyfelf,  and  feventy  times  more  powerful,  (hall 
make  thee  poor  and  weak  ?  Ireland,  as  Your  Excellency 
well  knows,  has  not  one  fliip  of  war:  Great  Britain  has 

feven  hundred!*     Thefe,  like  the  commerce  they   pr<5te&, 

• 

when  the  two  kingdoms  (hall  be  blended  into  one,  will  b& 
imparted  and  communicated  to  the  whole,  in  proportion  to 
the  ability  that  each  contributes,  and  the  capacities  of  each 
to  enjoy.  Free  as  the  trade  of  Ireland  is  afferted  ro  be,  and 
ftrong  as  her  fupremacy  rs  infilled  on,  independent  Ireland 
<Jare  not  fail  a  cable's  length,  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope:  Britain,  independent  Britain,  is  chartered  to  na- 
vigate the  globe,  and  thofe  who  difpute  either  that  power  or 
that  right,  her  thunder  would  annihilate.  Her  oak  covers 
at  once  the  ocean,  a,nd  (helters  with  its  branches  her  plan- 
tations every  where.  Shall  we  then  ceafe  to  be  a  people, 
when  we  ceafe  to  be  nforeji  f$r  game  ?  And  I  would  auY, 
when  the  hunter  and  the  hunted,  with  their  fellows  of  the 
foreft  and  wild  mea  of  the  bogs,  ftiall  receive  a  new  damp, 
and  be  tranfmuted  into  men,  will  they  lofe  their  dignity  M* 
their  new  character  ? 

But  Ireland  is  independent !  (he  is  cloathed  and  decorated 
with  the  robes  of  Sovereignty !  fo  was  Caligula's  Horfe,  when 
hcj>ranced  under  the  Imperial  purple.  Independent  Ireland 
refembles  the  paper  Elephant  exhibited  on  our  theatres; 
tremendous,  ^not  formidable  ;  fublime,   not  commanding ; 

v  unwieldj, 
*  One  thoufand  an<^thirty-thrcc,  in  <;ommtfli«n. 
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imwieldy,  but  not  wife*    Yet  when  we  look  to  the  parade  and 
pageantry  that  fet  oft  his  Higbnefs  and  gild  the  tragedy,  we 
find,  in  the  gaudy  repreferitation  tliat  very  fiSion  of  great- 
nefs  which  deceives,  indeed,  for  a  time,  but  contains   no- 
thing real  or  fubftantial,  except  the  murderous  cataftrophe ! 
We  can  bear,  My  Lord,  with  philpfophic  refignation,  as  it 
is  our  duty  to  do,  the  evils  attendant  on  our  nature,  becaufe 
they  are  the  lot  of  man  ;  but  political  evil*,  which  is  of  ouf 
own  creation,  we  know,  is  not  neceffary  to  our  exiftence ;'  / 
and  while  it  can  be  removed,  we  know  alfo  that  we  (hould  not    - 
make  it  our  choice.  •  The  "Theban  philofopher,  in  his  beau- 
tiful tablet  of  human  life,  reprefents  Imps  ft  are  fitting  at  the 
portal  that  leads  to  it,  and  compelling  all  who  would  enter 
to  drink  of  the  cup  of  Error  and  Ignorance: — a  cup  more 
fatal  than  that^  of  Circe,  whofg  potion    turned  man,  inde- 
pendent  man,  into   a.  Svuinijb  Multitude,  beafts   retaining 
the  human  form,  but  ilupid  with  vice,  and  infenfible  to  the 
dignity  of  their  original  nature. 

Befide  the  EJfays  that  I  "have  quoted,  Sir  Francis  publi(h- 
ed  others  about  feven  or  eight  years  after.  }n  thefe  latter  he 
is  extremely  copious  on  the  fubje£t  of  Union;  and  had  not 
Mr.  Poftleth way t  anticipated  me  by  detailing  him  at  length, 
I  (hould  have  been  tempted  to  transcribe  .largely  from  him. 
But  Mr.  P;  having  abftra&ed  this  judicious  writer  in  a  hap- 
pier manner  than  I  can  do,  I  fliall  trouble  Your  Excellency 
with  a  few  fliort  extra&s  from  that  Gentleman's  ftatemenU 

"  I  fuppofe  it   a  fundamental  truth  allowed  by  all,  that ' 
fmce  Ireland  is  above  water,  England  cannot  be  fafe,  if  that 
kingdom  (hould  be  in  any  hands  but  her  own." 

"  This  [Union]  I  prefume,  will  not  meet"  with  objc&ions: 
but  I  never  heard  more  than  two.     Firft,  that  it  may  endan- 
ger England  in  its  conftitution :  the  members  for  Ireland 
may  be  a   dead  weight,    and  may  be,  through  poverty  or 
otherwife,  made  ill  ufe  of." 

F  "To 
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"  To  this  it  is  anfwered,  that  the  fame  may  be  faid  of 
Wales,  or  even  of  feparate  counties;  but  it  is  hardly  poflible 
that  any  part  of  the  Engliih  conftitution  fhould  join  in 
that  which  endangers  the  whole." 

"  Ireland,  by  a  Union  would  be  then  England,  and 
doubtlefs  no  lefs  fond  of  her  liberties  ;  perhaps  more  ap- 
prehend ve  of  them,  than  England  ;  (he  having  known  the 
want  of  them," 

As  the  other  objedion  relates  merely  to  the  effeft  which 
an  equal  liberty  of  trade  would  have  upon-  England,  with 
Brcwfter's  reply  thereto,*  it  need  not  be  here  enlarged  on. 

"  This  uniting  Ireland  would  prevent  further  rebellions, 
which  that  kingdom  was  never  long  free  from;  and   which 
always  coft  England  much  blood  and  treafure  to  reduce." 
k  "  Keeping  Ireland  a  feparate  kingdom,  hath   fupporbed 

the  IriuVin  the  pretence  of  their  rig ht  to  it:  but  if  their 

« 

Parliaments  were  abolrfhed,  and  the  kingdom  united,  we 
(hould  become  one  people  ;  which  we  never  can  be,  while 
we  live  under  different  Laws  and  Governments." 

st  Uniting  the  kingdoms  would  make  the  Englifb  nation 
more  formidable:  none,  I  prefume,  would  deny  that  Eng- 
land would  be  more  feared  at  home  and  fafer  abroad,  if  it 
were  twice  as  great,  and  that  Ireland  were  one  continent 
with  it.  Now  it  is  poflible  to  make  it  fo  in  effed,  and  of 
better  ufe  than  if  it  were  fo  in  reality."  (PtftL  Abjir.  of 
Brewfler.) 

Thefe  extra&s,  to  which  I  might  have  added  a  hundred 
otners  from  the  fame  excellent  author,  will,  I  conceive,  be 
not  onlv  a  fufRcient  anfwer  to  the  cavils  and  contraded  ar- 
guments of  certain  politicians,  but  will  tend  to  inftru&  thofe 
who  have  no  opportunity  of  judging  for  thcmfelves,  yet 
are  willing  to  be  informed,  but  are  told  that  the  Nimrods 
of  the  forefl  are  the  only  perfons  qualified  to  fet  them 

right. 

We 
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We  come  now  to  the  celebrated  Mr.  Molyneux,  whofe 
Cafe,  of  Ireland  had  the  honour  of  being  burnedby  the  com- 
mon hang-ma*n.     1  his  learned  advocate,  ftrenuoufly  as  he 
defends  the  honour  of  Ireland,  and  a  Herts  her  independence 
againd  all  objections,  and  loth  as  he  mud  have  been  to  con* 
cede  the  fmalled  portion  of  it,  feels  the  excellence  of  Union, N 
anil  its  neceflity  prefs  fo  clofely  upon  him,  that   he  cannot 
withhold  his  teftimony-to  it,  but^  fairly  acknowledges  that  a 
mixture  of  the  Legiflatures  would  be  a  fortunate  circumftance 
for  this  kingdom;  "  a  happinefs,"  fays  he,  "  w^car*  hard- 
ly hope  for.''     And  this,  My  Lord,  inclines  me  to  think, 
that  a  writer  fo  well  qualified  to  judge,  had  difcovered  that 
the  true  independence  of  Ireland  did  not  confid  in  a  partial 
or  local  Parliament,  created  by  a  fuperibr  and  dependent  on 
its  breath;    but  that  it  was  placed  in  imperial  power,  whofe 
wider  fphere  of  aclion  would  give  it  both  luftre  and  refpe&. 
I  regard  it  in  no  other  light ;    nor  could  it  poflibly  have  been 
the  wifh  of  Mr.  Molyneux   to  fee  his   country  which    he 
loved  to  excefs,  an  "  independent  Jot  eft,"  parcelled  out  for 
neceflitous  adventurers,   and  a  growing  ariilocracy  that  was 
to  keep  all  the  game  to  itfelf. 

After  labouring,  not  unfuccefsfully,  to  prove  that  th« 
Irifli  Parliament  had  fome times  been  indulged  with  a  feat 
in  the  Britifli  Senate,  Mr.  Motyneux  adds,  "  If  from  thefe 
lad-mentioned  records,  it  be  concluded,  that  the  Parliament 
of  England  may  bind  Ireland;  it  mud  alfo  be  allowed,  that 
the  people  of  Ireland  ought  to  have  their  reprefentatives 
in  the  Parliament  of  England.  And  this,  1  believe,  we  Jhould 
be  willing  enough  to  embrace  ;  but  this  ts  a  happinefs  we  can 
hardly  hope  for  " 

There  have  been  feveral  ^editions  of  this  book ;  the  firft -f 
now  before  me?  was  publiihed  by  the  author  himfelf  in  the 
year  1698  ;  and  the  lad,  which  I  have  feen,  edited  by  the 
patriots  about  the  time  of  the  adjustment.  -  Thefe  honeft 

gentlemen, 


gentlemen,  finding  that  their  champion  had  furrendered  the 
caufe,  and  that  fo  great  an  authority  might  be  turned  againft 
them,  mutilated  the  paflage,,  and  fmuggled  (for  it  deferves 
no  other  name)  the  words  marked  in  Italics  out  of  the  page. 
The  impofition  was  firft  deteQed  by  Mr.  Johnfon  in, his 
admirable  "  Reafons  for  Adopting  a  Union,"  suid  has  fii>ce 
been  properly  animadverted  on  by  others.  Our  patriots, 
My  Lord,  are  cunning  Jhavers :  they  leave  no  flow  unturned 
that  can  ferve  their  purpofe:  but  after  caftraihtg  their 
friend,  they  eftablifti  an  Eunuch  government  of  their  own, 
which,  like  that  of  the  Sofies,  has  expired  in  a  convulfion 
caufed  by  its  own  weaknefs. 

I  do  not  know  of  any  nation  either  ancient  or  modern, 
whofe  ftate  Ireland  fo  perfe&ly  refembles-as  the  empire  of 
the  Sofies,  kept  together,  after  the  true  Irifh  method,  by 
divifion.  Change  the  name  of  the  cads  papift  and  protef* 
tant  into  pelenk  arid  phelenk,  and  the  likenefs  is  complete.  It 
was  feci:  againft  fe£t,  and  neighbour  againft  neighbour,  power 
againft  poverty,  and  poverty  againft  power;  with  religious 
rancours  fouring  and  imbittering  the  ftate  of  every  man. 
In  this  latter  refpefi,  indeed,  we  refemble  religious  Egypt, 
as  defcribed  by  the  Roman  poet,  where  the  neighbouring 
cities  worfhipped  each  their  own  "gods  with  hereditary  and 
implacable  hatreds : 

Immortal*  odium,  et  nutiquamfanabile  vulnus 

Ardet  adbuc,  Ombos  et  Tentyra.     Summus  utrinque 

Inde furor  vulgoy  quod  numina  vicinerjim 

Odit  utcr que  locus',  cumfolos  credat  habendns 

JSJeDau,  quo*  iff*  col*.  x  JuvtfN, 

which  I  tranflate  for  the  general  benefit  of  Ireland: 

f 

Eternal  hate,  unmitigated  rage, 

And  bigot  fury  burn  from   age  to  age  : 

Each  (corns  his  neighbour's  God,  affcrts  his  own. 

And  thinks  Salvation  works  for  him  alone; 

This 
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This  (late,  My  Lord,  we  did  refcmble ;  this  {late  we  dax 
j*/refemble:  but  I  truft  and  hope  I  (hall  fee  the  Sun  of 
Union  rife  on  a  better  profpeS,  difpelling  the  mifts  that 
have  kept  us  both  from  a  knowledge  of  ourfelves,  and  from 
the  knowledge  of  hint  who  gave  us  the  religion  by  which  he 
would  be  under  flood ;  and  that  when  we  (hall  become  one 
people  with  one  polity,  we  (hall  embrace  under  one  name, 
and  incorporate  as  Christians.  ' 

In  the  "  Anfwer  to  Mr.  MolyneuxYcafe  of  Ireland/* 
publiflied  in  London,  1698,  I  find  the  following  obfer- 
vation  ;  4t  He  tells  us,  that  in  the  reigns  of  Edward  the 
Firft  and  Edward  the  Third,  Knigbtt,  Citizens  and  Bur- 
gejfes  were  chofen  in  Ireland,  toferve  in  Parliament  in  England* 
and  thai  they  have  Jo  ferved.  What  ?  And  could  Ireland  then 
be  a  diftind  and  flparate  kingdom  ?  Surely  our  anceftort 
would  fcarcely  then  have  admitted  them  to  (it  together  with 
themfelves  in  their  grand  fenale.  I  hope  after  this,  what  I 
have  before  alledged  of  Ireland's  having  been  always  in  the 
condition  of  a  member  of  the  Englifti  Empire,  ever  fince 
its  firft  acceffion,  will  never  more  be  doubted  rthey  have 
been,  when  circumftances  of  time  have  made  it  convenient, 
admitted  to  fend  reprefentatives  to  the  EngliOi  Parliament, 
and  may  again  if  oiir  [Englifh]  Parliament  think  fit." 

Mr.  Molyneiix  ufes  an  argument  I  have  not  feen  noticed 
in  the  prefent  controverfy.  "  Poynings'  aft,"  fays  he,  "  it 
made  with  fuch  caution,  that  whilft-  Ireland  is  in  Engliflt 
hands,  her  Parliament  can  do  nothing  prejudicial  to  Eng- 
land :  but  on  the  other  hand,  there  may  be  ill  confequenees 
if  they  depend  on  a  Legiflature  wherein  they  are  not  parties" 
This,  My  Lord,  is  very  ftrong,  and  goes,  in  my  opinion, 
to  the  bottom  of  the  quefticn.  It  amounts  to  this,  that  to 
alter  Poynings*  law,  would  be  attended  with  danger,  as  in  our 
own  times  we  have  feen;  but  lhat  in  a  commixture  of  Legif- 
latures  there  would  be  fafety.    Or  in  other  words,  "  Touch 

not 
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Hot  Poynings*  Law  :  it  is  a  good  one :  there  is  no  middle 
road  for  Ireland :  either  bind  her  faft,  or  make  her  a  party : 
modify,  and  you  are  undone :  but  incorporate,  and  you 
remedy  the  mifchief." 

And,  My  Lord,  Mr.  Molyneux  does  but  fpeak  the  pub- 
lic fentiment  at  that  time.  "  The  truftees*"  fays  Burnet, 
u  had  raifed  a  fcandal  upon  that  nation,  [Ireland]  as  if 
they  defigned  to  fet  up  an  independence  upon  England:  fo 
they  began  the  feflion  with  a  vote,  difclaiming  that  as  falfe 
and  injurious."     An.  1703. 

Can  words  be  (tronger  or  more  conclusive  ?  Independence 
is  injury,  its  imputation,  fcandal  ;  Parliament  dtfclaims  th$ 
falfebwd :  they  muft  folemnly  renounce  it ;   and  from  that 
very  year  to  the  months  of  July  and  Augufl  1 707,  inclusive, 
they  perfift  in  foliciting  union.     The  journals  of  jhe  two 
Irifii  Houfes  of  Parliament  are  filled  with  refolutions,  and 
addreffes  to  the  Queen,  with  her  anfwers  on  that  fubject, 
It_were  as  unneceflary  to   detail  them  here,  as  it   would 
be  tedious  and  diftra&ing :  but  from  that  moment  ta  the 
prefent,  even  in  the  heated  hour  of  proud  independence, 
the  wifdom  of  the  nation  has  been  conftantly  looking  to 
Union.     I  am  unwilling  to  cenfure  the  Queen's  adminiftra- 
tion :  we  know  it  was  a  wife  one,  and  fomething  (hould  bp 
left  to  its  difcretion.     A  century  ago  it  might  not  havCbperj 
either  fafe  or  prudent  to  have  liflened  to  Union ;  and  itwaa 
liot  without  great  difficulty  that  the  Scotch  Union,  which 
required  the  prompted  difpatch,  was  carried  at  all.     Bur- 
net himfelf,  and  many  others,  "  defpaired  of  it."     At  th« 
very  moment  when  the  Union  had  become  ripe  for  execu- 
tion, the  Scots,  as  obferved  above,  had  pafled  an  aft  of 
their  own,  that  barredthe  fucceflion  under  the  Englifli  A& 
of  Settlement       No  time  was  to  be  loft :   the  Duke  of 
Gloucefter  had  died  ;  and  after  the  Queen,  there  exifted  no 
perfonat  bend  of  Union  between  the  kingdoms:  all  wa§  at 

hazard : 
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likzard :  and  to  have  fuperinduced  the  Irifti  Union  on  thi$ 
of  Scotland,  or  to  have  even  attempted  to  extend  at  facia 
a  moment  the  incorporation  to  the  three  Countries,  might 
have  endangered,  if  not  wholly  defeated  the  original  and 
more  neceflTary  meafure,  preffed  on  by  the  urgency  of  the 
times.     So  that  the  queftion  was   then,  and  (lands  now, 
Not  whether  Ireland  had  wifety  folicited  Union,  or  England 
unwifely  rejected  it  ?  but  whether  Scotland,  athird  party  to 
the  bill,  would  have  agreed  to  it,  backed.as  (he  was  by  all  the 
power  of  the  French  monarch,  and  the  pretenfions  of  her 
own  immediate  fovereign  ?     Thus,  My  Lord,  it  is  lefs  the 
policy  than  the  fajftbility  of  the  meafure  that  we  flioiild  con- 
fider,  when  we  blame  the  conduS  of  the  miniflers  in  thofe 
Jays,  for  not  complying  with  the  wifhes  of  Ireland,  or  hap- 
pen to  think  our  own  minifters  unwife  in  pertinacioufly  pur- 
fuing  what  their   predeceffors   had   declined.      And   this 
again  accounts  for  the  caution  obferved  in  the  Queen's  an- 
fwers  to  the  Irifh  Parliament,  and  her  apparent  unwilling- 
nefs  to  enter  on  the  fubjeQ,  that  gave  forae  offence  at  the 
time:  butconfiftent  with  the  public  fafety,  {he  could   not 
poffibly  have  explained  herfelf.     Added  to  all  this,  the  Irifh 
Union,  defirable  as  it  was,  had  not  then  matured  itfelf :  the 
funs  of  another  century  mult  rife  to  quicken  it,  arid  in  the 
hot-bed  of  independence  it  was  defined  to  ftrike  root.    The, 
die  of  Ireland  wascaft:  (he,  was  fated  to  undergo  a  long  and 
bitter  fervitude  of  humility  and   pride.     Her  hour  had  not 
yet  arrived :   it  is  come  now ;  and  both  moral  and  political 
caufes  accelerate  the  event.     There  is,  then,  no  inconfift- 
ence  in  miniflers :  could  thofe  of  Arrhe  be  changed  for  the 
prefent  minifters,  and  the  prefent  minifters  be  changed  for 
thofe  of  Anne,  each  we  ftiould  fee  varying  their  condu& 
with  the  occafion  and  their  refpe&ive  fituations.     The  time, 
the  feafcn,   the   fortunate  moment,  and  no  other,  muft  be 
eiz.ed,  and  worked,  and  applied*     Thus  had  an  Irifh  minis- 
ter 
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IT       tcr  \n.$fy  during  the  period  of  a  (mothered  rebellion,  or  lit 
the  moment  of  its  explofion,  propofed  anUniori,  1,  for  one, 
fbould  have  faid  he  was  not  as  wife  as  the  minifters  of  Anne, 
who  did  not  let  their  miftrefs  fpeak  out.,    Befides,  the  Irifli 
minifler  of  98  knew  the  phlogiftic  character  of  the  Parlia- 
ment he  had  to  deal  with,   of  which   in  truth  it  foon  after 
£ave  fome  fymptoms :  and  in  the  year  97,  the  anfwer  of 
Lord  Grenville  to  a  worthy  and  iMuflrious  peer  of  the  two7 
kingdoms,  on  an  application  to'the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Lords 
for  its  interpofition  to  fave  this  unhappy  country  from  her- 
felf?  touched  the  right  firing  with  the  fined  farcafm:  "  That 
Ireland  had  her  independence  ;  was  entirely  competent  to 
take  care  of  herfelf;  was  jealous  of  her  honour  to  an  ex- 
treme ;  that  her  character  was  quick  and  explofive,  and  that 
fiiould  England  interpofe,  or  touch  her  independence  in  the 
ieaft,  (he  would  inftantly  take  fire."     Language  could  not 
Bave  been  more  provokingly  true,  or  more  politically  wife 
*t  that  time.     In  the  year  98  had   the  fmallefl  whifper  of 
the  intended  Union  gone  forth,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Irifli 
minifler,  as  he  valued  the  confidence  of  his  Sovereign  and 
the  fafety  of  the  Empire,  to  have  filenced  every  poflible 
fufpicion  of  it:  he  was  to  foothe,  he  was  to  (troak  the 
wild  bead  into  good  humour :  he  mult  have  known  too,  that 
there  were  politicians  in  the  countryc,  wKb  could   forefee, 
and  who  did  forefee,  the  necejjity  of  an  immediate  Union.    The 
-people  and  the  Parliament  were*  each  to  be  put  to  fleep,  to 
be  lulled,  \o  be  flattered  into  fecurity.     The  tempers  now 
afloat  juftify  what  I  fay.     In  9$  the  Minifler  was  to  amufe; 
in  1 800  he  was  to  inform :  nor  is  this  incontinence ;  for 
[both  conduces  are  reconcileable,  having  but  one  and  the  fame 
objed:  in  view — Union,  at  the  proper  time.     Whoever  em- 
barks on  the  fea  of  politics,  muft  (leer  his  courfe'Jby  the  com- 
pafs  of  the  times.    In  82  and  85  he  muft  hint  only  at  Union, 
N        and  fuggeft  merely  iroperfe&ion  and  inftability,  or  fcatter 
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perhaps  a  few  ambiguous  phrafes  of  oracular  interprefatioij, 
In  99  he  may* venture  to  go  a  little  farther;  and  of  our  confti- 
tution  he  may  fay,  "  The  independence. of  the  Ififli  Legifla* 
ture  is  a  farce,  a  deluiion  ;  Ireland  is  placed  in  a  (late  or  de- 
gradation  beyond  any  former  period."*    But  in  1 800  he  mud 
reverfe  the  language,  and  if  he  addrefs  the  Whig  Club,  he 
muft  fay  to  them, "  The  independence  of  thclrifh  Legiflature 
has  ceafed  to  be  a  delufion  :  it  is  fubftantive,  and  ftrong,  and 
lading,  and  lofty,  and  competent  to  its  inftitution."     Yet  in 
this  there  is  no  inconfiftence;  for  if  the  Mountain  will  not 
come  to  JViahomet,  why,  Mahomet  muft  go  to  the  Mountain. 
While  the  Irifli  Legiflature  arc  unfuccefsfully  foliciting 
Union,  Mr.  Molefworth,  one  of  its  members,  and  Chair- 
man, if  I  remember  right,   to  one  or  more*  of  the  Com- 
.  mittees  that  addreffed  the  Queen,  published  his  celebrated 
tranflation  of  Hottoman's  Franco-Gallia,  which  he  intro- 
duced  with  a  fpifited  and  learned  preface.     In  truth,  he  was 
a  well-read  man,  and  one  of  the  (launched  Whigs  of  his 
day,  even  when  party  ran  To  high.     This  gentleman,  mem- 
ber  as  he  wa»  of  the  parliament,  and  afterward  a  peer,  did 
not  think  with  our  modern* Whigs  that  the  blending  of  the 
Legiflaturfcs  would  deftroy  their  fubftance,  or  that  to^change 
one  of  them  from  local  to  imperial  would  difgrace  it  in  the 
eye  of  ppftefity  and  the  world.     Parliament  indeed,  though 
a  foreft  for  game,  was  not  then  an  inheritance,  or  a  fee- 
fimpie  in  a  few  hands,  whofe  pofleflbrs  had  oufted  the  crown, 
and  taken  the  property  to  themfelves:  one  of  the  blefled 
effeftsof  ambitious  independence!  But  when  modern  Whigs 
ft>  loudly  exclaim  againft  tJnion,  and  exprefs  fuch  reluc- 
tance to  part  with  their  ettate — their  birfh-right,  as  foriie, 
of  them  have  called  it-*-I  cannot  help  thinking,  either  that 
they  are  unwilling  to  let  out  of  their  hands  a  monopoly  fa 
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produ&ive;  or  that  they  feel  in  the  removal  fomething 
that  reproaches  them,  and  conveys  a  tacit  cenfure  on  their 
virtue.  Both  perhaps  of  thefe  caufes  may  co-operate  to 
render  them  fo  angry  and  fore.  Why  elfe  fhouid  their 
pride  be  To  alarmed,  why  that  pride  fo.  wounded?  Why 
are  they  fo  fretfully  tenacious  ?  Why  ftart  they  and  wince 
with  fuch  amazement  and  horror  at  the  bare/nention  of 
the.fubjeft?  Of  alt  mortifications,  that  of  difappointecf 
ambition  is  the  fevered :  and  I  am  the  more  convinced  that 
the  conduQ:  of  thefe  men  has  been  governed  by  this  galling 
pafiion,  inafmuch  as  it  is  themfelves  only,  and  a  few  of  their 
retainers,  who  are  not  now  of  Mr.  Molyneux's  opinion,, 
that  Union  would  be  a  happinefs  ,for  Ireland.  But  I  detain* 
Your  "Lordfhip  from  what  Mr*  Molefworth  has  faid  on  this 
interefting  fubje£L 

"  No  man,"  fays  he,  **  is  a  flncere  lover  of  liberty, 
that  is  not  for  encreafing  and  communicating  that  blefEng- 
to  all  people.  The  eafe  and  advantage  which  would  be 
'gained,  by  uniting  our  own  three  kingdoms,  upon  equal 
terms,  (for  upon  unequal  it  would  be  no  Union9)  is  fo  vifible, 
that  if  we  had  not  the  example  of  thofe  matters  of  the  world, 
-the  Romans,  before  our  eyes,  one  would  wonder  that  our 
own  experience,  in  the  inftance  of  uniting  Wales  to  Eng- 
land, fliould  not  convince  us,  that  although  both  fides  fliould 
incredibly  gain  by  it,  yet  the  rich  and  opulent  country,  to 
which  fuch  an  addition  is  mad? ,  would  be  the  greater  gainer. 

44  'Tis  fo  much  more  defirable  and  fecure,  to  govern  by- 
love  and  common  intereft,  than  by  force ;  to  expeft  comfort 
and  afllftance  in  times  of  danger,  from  our  next  neighbours, 
than  to  find  them  at  fuch  a  time  a  heavy  clog  upon  the  wheels 
of  our  government,  and  be  in  dread  left  they  fliould  take 
that  occafion  to  (bake  off  an  uneafy  yoke;  or  to  have 'as 
much  need  of  entertaining  a  {landing  arrny  againft  our  bre- 
thren, as  againft  our  inveterate  enemies ;  that  certainly  who- 
ever 
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ever  can  oppofe  fo  public  and  apparent  a  good,  muft  be  ef- 
teemed  cither  ignorant  to  an  extreme  degree,  or  to  have 
otbtr  dsfigm  in  view,  whiff)  he  would' not  willingly  have  brought 
to  light."     (Pre/,  to  Franso-Gal) 

Here,  My  Lord,  you  obferve  Mr*  MoleTwbrth  entertains 
ho  very  fublime  idea  of  thofe  men,   or  of  their  deiigns, 
who  array  themfelves  againft  this  great  meafure.     Neither 
their  wifdom  itor  their  virtue  receive  any  quarter  from  him. 
But  what  U  extraordinary,  he  never  once  doubts  the  com- 
petence of  the  Parliament  of  which  he  was  a  member,  to 
unite  itfelf  with  the  Britifh :  neither  does  his  republican 
fpirit  ftart  at  the  horrid  idea  of  an  Imperial  Legislature. 
,  In  a  year  or  two  after  Mr.  Mokfworth,  we  have  another 
writer  on  the  fide  of  Union,  of  whom  it  becomes  me  to 
fpeak  with  modefty,  becaufe  I  have  the  honour  to  call  him 
my  anceftor.     This  author,  feeling  indignant  that  Scotland 
ftouid  take  the  lead  of  his  country,  writes  the  "  Story  o£  the 
Injured  Lady,"  which  he  makes  her  relate  in  her  own  per- 
form    '*  A  gentleman,"  fays  (lie,  "  in  the#  neighbourhood 
had  two  miftrefles,  another  and  myfelf;  and  pretended  ho- 
nourable love  tp  us  both*     Our  three  houfe*  flood  pretty 
near  one  another;  his  was  parted  from  mine  by  a  river,  and 
from  my  rival's  fey  an  old  broken  wall."     The  lady  then 
goes  on  to  exprefs  her  refentment  at  th^  ill-ufage  fhe  had 
received  from  her  lover,  coin  plaining,  among  other  things, 
that  her  rival,  who  had  not  deferyed  fo  well  of  him,  fhould 
yet  be  preferred  before  her,  being  then  afhiatly  on  the  point 
of  marriage  with  the  gentleman,  whom  fhe  accufes  of  "  in- 
conftancy  and  unkindnefs,  after  all  his  folemn  vows  and  pro- 
teftations  of  marriage."    /The  whole  "ftory,  My  Lord,  it 
an  allegory;  and  as  in  the  forming  of  a-  fyllogifm  the  pre- 
mifes  fhould  never  enter  the  conclufion,  a  jufl  allegory  in 
the  hand  of  a. good  writer  will  be  exprefled  by  figure  only, 
the  literal  expreflion  being  conftantly  avoided  :   and  this  is 
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the  reafon  why  the  word  Union  never  onct  occurs  throughout  * 
Jhe  whole  "  Story,'*  but  is  every  where  termed  Marriage. 
The  "  Anfwer"  to  the  Injured  Lady,  which  was  returned 
juft  as  the  Scotch  Marriage  had  been  folemnized,  allegorizes 
in  the  fame  happy  vein,  and  the  indignant  politician  thus 
confoles  his  fair  correfpondent :  "  I  have  good  reafon,  Ma- 
dam, to  think  you  were  betrayed  by  the  pernicious  counfels 
of  fdme  about  you  ;  for  to  my  certain  knowledge,  feveral 
of  your  tenants,- to  whom  you  have  been  very  kind,  are  as 
arrant  rafcals  as  any  in  the  world.  My  advice,  therefore* 
js*  &c.  &c."  which  he  ftates  after  his  own  peculiar  manner, 
tellitfg  her,  that  nothing  now  remains  for  her  but  to  make 
the  beft  "  terms"  (he  can  with  h«r  unkind  lover,  tanquam 
ad  ultimum  refugium  coafia,  as  a  fort  of  fubllitute  or  fuece-^ 
flaneum  for  the  marriage  that  had  been  fo  treacherously 
denied  her. 

1  Here  then,  My  Lord,  is  another  great  authority,  weH 
acquainted   with  Irifti   politics,    and  no  defpicable    judge 
of  phjtfics,  who  treats   geographic   diftin&nefs   with  the 
contempt    it   deferves.      With  him   it   is    a  river,    that 
wifer  patriots  have  fwelled  into  an  Ocean  caft  by  God  aTid 
Nature   between  the  countries,  to  fever   and  keep   them 
in  hoftile  feparation :  neither  muft  we  forget  the  old  broken 
%vall9  which  the  Scotch  feparatifts  were  then  ftyling  the 
barrier  of   diftinft   Empire.      Six    or  feven  years  after, 
that  is,  in  the  year  1713,  our  author  writes  .a  letter  to 
Archbiftpp  King*,  as  good  a  Whig  as  any  of  his  day,  in 
which  he  expreTsly  fays,  "  It  is  impoffible  for  the  two  "king- 
doms- to  proceed  long  upon  a  different  fcheme  of  politics ;" 
as  if  he  had  faid,  we  muft  have  Union,  or  reparation  will 
be  the  certain  confequence  of  our  diftin&  politics.     In  the 
year  2a,*  after  the  ^th  of  George  I.  had  begun  to  work,  we 
'.  ;      find 

•  *  From  the  following  words  of  Archbifhop  King,  that  prelate,  it  fhould 
feem,  was  no  enemy  to  Union.  After  deploring  the  "  attempts  made  tofefa- 
rate  Ireland  from  its  .dependence  on  England,'*  he  fubjoins,  "  if  blood  and 
treafure,  or  a  poffeflion  of  500  year*  can  give  a  right  to  a  country,  England  is 
iu(Uy  entitled  to  the  government  of  Ireland,-"     (State  of  Ireland  an,  1 69 1  .J 
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find  him  in  the  chara&er  of  the  D  rapier  lamenting  thi 
wretched  condition  to  which  Ireland  by  her  politics  hat) 
bceh  reduced,  but  which  an  incorporate  Legiflature  migkt^. 
have  obviated,  while  it  had  fuperfeded  the  neceflity  of  that 
coercive  afl  ;  brought  on,  as  it  was,  by  the  obflipate  con* 
du&  of  the  Irifti  Houfe  of  Lords  in  the  cafe  of  Annefly  an4 
Sherlock.     The  affair  of  Wood  and  his  hilf- pence  feenu* 
however,  to  be  the  firft  inftance  pf  a&ual  oppofition  give  ft 
to  the  Britifh  Government ;  and  in  the  fourth  letter,  the 
Drapier,  xle/lrous  to  awaken  England  to  a  wifer  policy,  takes 
that  opportunity  of  touching  the  queftion  of  Dependency* 
.  He  does  not  indeed  fpeak  out,  but  to  ufe  a  familiar  phrafe* 
we  may  draw  a  meaning  from  his  mumping ;  or  in  yet  mor* 
vulgar  but  appofite  language,  he  gives  it   us  in'  Beggar9* 
change.     He  had  witneffed  the  fate  of  Molyneux's  book> 
that  had  openly  delivered  fentiroents  favourable  to  Uniofi* 
but  defpaired  that  "  fo  great  a  happinefs"  w^s  referved  for 
Ireland.   The  repeal  of  that  obnoxious  ftatute,  with  an  entifd 
new  fyftem   of  legiflation,   not   a  return  of  the  old  which 
might  produce  another  a&  of  Dependency,  was  the  true  in- 
tent and  objeQt  of  the  letters :  it  was  not  the  getting  rid  of 
a  barrel  of  bad  half-pence,  but   the  getting  rid  of  Englift* 
rule  without  Irifti  representation,     In  thofe  letters  more  is 
meant  than  meets  the  ear  :  and  whoever  reads  them  with  art, 
eye  only  to  Wood's  copper,  nvty  indeed  amufe  himfelf  with 
their  wit,  but  will  return  very  little  iuftrufted  by  their  wif* 

ilom. 

The  letters  of  Cato  have  been  frequently  appealed  to  by 
the  feparatifts  in  this  queftion ;  and  efpecially  t>y  one  who 
pyrites  himfelf  Philanthropy}.  Though  I  dowt  conceive  that 
Cato's  letters  carry  with  therfl  authority  fufficienf  to  influence 
the  fubjefl:  either  one  way  or  the  other,  yet  as  they  have  beejl 
appealed  to,  I  think  it  juft  neceffary  to  obferve,  that  Mr* 
.Trenchard,  their  reputed  authpr,  is  a  friencl  to  the  Union,  and 
jexprefsly  recommends  it  in  thofe  letters.  For  what  reafons* 
therefore,  the  enemies  pi  Union  are  fo  perpetually  quoting 

hi* 
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his  authority,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  conje&ure,  unlefs  it  be  to  give 
their  adverfariesa  n  advantage  over  them.  But  Mr,  Trenchard, 
who  Tallow  was  both  a  fcholar,  and  a  man  of  talents, 
when  the  bill  "  for  the  better  fecuring  the  dependance  of 
Ireland,"  6th  George  L  came  down  to  the  Commons,  *  rofe 
in  his  place,  and  prefacing  what  he  had  to  fay  with  his  patri- 
otic enmity  to  '♦  any  thing  that  fliould  lead  to  the  poffibility 
of  a  Union  of  civil  interefts  between  the  Proteftants  and 
Papilts  of  Ireland,  whofe  antipathies,"  fays  he,  "  and  animo- 
sities aWjound  politicians  will  ever  labor  to  keep '  alive,"— 
draws  a  conclufion,  not  ill  prophefied,  that  the  bill  before 
the  houfe  would  end  in  a  rebellion,  and  "  fubje&  thefe  na- 
tions to  an  ariftocracy,  the  natural  paflage  to  an  oligarchy" 
€t  I  know,"  continues  he,  u  certain  folks  have  it  much  in 
their  mouths,  that  the  provinces  of  a  government  can  never 
be  held  under  too  fevere  a  rein ;  when  the  very  contrary  of 
this  is  true.  Hiftory  cannot  afford  one  example,  where 
any  out- province,  or  remote  colony,  ever  rebelled  againft'  ( 

the  mother  country,  or  chief  feat  of  government, 
but  through,  infupportable  rigour  and  oppreflion.  Thus 
Tacittis  judicioufly  obferves,  that  the  Roman  common- 
wealth fell  under  the  power  of  the  emperors,  from  the 
out-provinces  not  being  able  to  endure  the  tyranny  of  the 
Senate.  But  that  will  be  found  true  in  all  governments, 
which  the  Privernates  anfwered  the  Romans,  that  if  they 
granted  9em  good  conditions,  their  Union  would  perpetually  hold; 
hut  if  unjufl,  it  could  not  be  very  lafling*  In  that  time  of 
virtue  this  declaration  made  them  be  thought  worthy  to  be- 
come Romans" 

Thefe  men  either  read  with  much  perverfion  of  judg- 
ment, or  are  very  unfortunate  in  their  choice  of  the  autho- 
» 

rities  to  which  they  appeal. 

I  have  now,  My  Lord,  the  honour  of  introducing  to  you 
one  of  the  mod  diftinguifhcd  characters  that  Ireland  has  ever 

produced, 
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produced,  a  name  that  all  Europe  refpe&s  for  the  learning 
and  fcience  attached  to  it ;  and  one  whom  Mr.  Pope  has 
pronounced. the  wifeft  and  the  worthiest  man  of  his  age. 
Need  I  name  Bijbop  Berkeley  f  This  excellent  prelate,  as 
amiable  as  he  was  learned  and  intelligent,  has  left  behind 
him  a  lading  monument  of  his  wifdom  and  patriotifm,  com- 
prifed  in  near  600  queries,  put  together  in  a  curt  familiar 
manner,  for  the  benefit  of  this  unfortunate  country.  They 
were  firft  publifhed  in  the  reign  of  George  II.  about  the 
year  173s.  I  (hall  quote  but  three  or  four  of  them,  be- 
caufe  they  will  be  fufficient  to  obviate  Tome  of  the  objection* 
that  prejudice  has  raifed  againft  the  principle. 

"  Whether  any  tjring  can  hurt  us  more  than  jealoufy 
between  England  and  Ireland  ?  and  whether  it  be  not  the 
intereft  of  both  nations  to  become  one  people  ?  And  whether 
either  be  fufficiently  apprifed  of  this  ?" 

€€  Whether  the  upper  part  of  the  people  are  not  truty 
Englifh,  by  blood,  language,  religion,  manners,  inclination, 
and  intereft?" 

€€  Whether  th6  fum  of  the  faculties  put  into  aft,  or  in 
other  words,  the  united  a&ton  of  a  whole  people,  doth  not 
conftitute  the  momentum  of  a  State  ?" 

"  Whether  fuch  momentum  be  not  the  real  ftock  or 
wealth  of  a  ftate  ?" 

"  Whether  the  momentum  of  a  ftate  doth  not  imply  the 
whole  exertion  of  its  faculties,  intellectual  as  well  as  corpo- 
real ?» 

"  Whether  the  particular  motions  of  the  members  of  a 
ftate,  will  not  deftroy  each  other,  and  leflen  the  momentum 
of  the  whole  ?" 

"  .Whether  London  is  not  to  be  confidered  as  the  metro- 
polis of  Ireland  ?" 

"  Whether  money  be  not  only  fo  far  ufeful,  as  it  ftirrtth 
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tip  inchiftry,  enabling  men  mutually  to  participate  ther fruit! 
of  each  others  labor  ?" 

"  Whether  power  to  command  the  induftry  of  others^ 
Ve  not  real  wealth  ?  and  whether  money  be  not  in  truth, 
tickets,  or  tokens  for  conveying  or  recording  fach  power  V* 

"  Whether  if  there  was  no  gold  or  Giver  in  the  kingdom, 
our  trade  might  not  neverthelefs  fupply  bill*  of  exchange 
fufficient  to  anfwer  the  demands  of  abfentees  ?" 

I  have  tranfgrefled  too  far  in  extending  thefe  queries: 
but  the  laft  two  or  three  may  be  iHuftrated  by  the  unceurtly 
*nfwer  6f  a  Lpndon  merchant  to  .Charles  the  Second,  as  I 
have  it  traditioned  in  my  family.*  The  king,  who  was  aJ- 
vays  in  want  of  money,  and  not  being  able  to  prevail  on 
the  Parliament  to  grant  him  a  certain  fun*  4hat  he 
wanted,  went  himfelf  into  the  city  and  made  a  perfonal 
application  to  one  of  the  merchants,  hoping  it  might  be 
r aifed  for  himf.  The  merchant,  who  had  reafon  to  think  the 
jnoney  would  never  be  repaid,  abfolutely  refufed-,  affe&irtg 
to  fay  he  had  no  money  himfelf,  nor  knew  of  any  others 
fhat  had.  The  king  waxed  wrath,  and-  in  a  rage  cried, 
*c  Well,  fince  you  won't  let  me  have  it,  I'll-  remove  the  go* 
vernment  to  Oxford." — "  I  don't  care  where  you  go,"  re- 
turned the  blunt  merchant,  €€  To  you  don't  take  the  Thames 
with  you." 

About  four  years  after  Berkeley  harf  publitfied  hrs  queries^ 
another  learned  man  took  up  the  fubjeS,  but  did  not" 
ftive  his  book  to  the  world  till  about  the  year  1749.  His- 
fcrfcnt  principally  ray  in  the  knowledge  of  trade,  which  he' 
t-.nderftood  better,:  perhaps,  than-  mod  others  of:  his  time; 
and  indeed  his  "  EfTay"  (hews  him  to  be  a  man  perfe&ly 
qualified  to  gVve  an  opinion  on  fubje&s  of  this  nature.     The 

authority 

-  f  The  author  had  the  (lory  from  his-  father*,  to  whom  it  was  communis 
cated  by  the  Dean  of  St.  Patrick's;  who  foid  he  had  received  it  from-  Si* 
William  Temple. 


authority  <>f  Sir  Matthew  Decker  no  man  will  difpiite,  ynjefs 

4  •  ,         *  *     4>  I 

he  would  fay  that  Sir  Matthew's  book  is  every  where  co*- 

-  -      *•       ...»  - 

recr,  except  jn  thofe  places  where  it  treats  of  yniom 

In  the  third  par*  of  his  work  he  propofes  €§  to  a.bqlifh 
our  (Englift)  monopolies,  unite  Ireland,  and  put  all  th?, 
fubje&s.  in  thefe  thrfee  kingdoms  on  the  fame  footing  fflr 
trade."  '  ^ 

*' /By  an  Union  with  Ireland,"  fays  he,  "  no  diftonl$nfc 
could  arife,  but  a  general  improvement  fpread  ov^r,  tb«f 
three  kingdoms  without  prejudice  to  each  other." 

Sir  Matthew  offers  a  variety  of  arguments  to  prove  th^. 
advantages  of  an incorporative  Union  ;  but  it  will  not,  I  pren 
fume,  be  neceffary  that  I  fliould  detail  f  hem.  .  It  is  fufficient; 
to  fliew,  that  the  beft  informed  men,  and  thofe  whom  thfl 
world  has  acknowledged  the  ableft  judges  of  thefe  matter?, 
uniformly  concur  in  opinion,  that  an  Union  would  be,  at- 
tended with  the  mod  beneficial  confequences. 

The  end  of  government  is  to  make  men  better  and  happier : 
but  fhoutd  any  government  be  known  by  its  oppofite  effeQsf 
&all  no  change  be  attempted  ?  And  (hall  the  difinterefted 
advice  of  the  wifeft  men  be  difregarded,  or  termed  inn** 
vntion?  What  is  theBritifh  conftitution  but  an  aflemblage 
of  changes  and  alterations  that  the  wifdonvof  our  anceftprs 
found  it  neceffary  to  make  ?  And  why  (ball  we  their  children 
be  denied  the  fame  privilege,  or  forbid  to  guard  and  watch 
over  our  own  fafety  ?  The  order,  the  beauty,  the  variety, 
the  ftabtfity  of  the  creation,  owe  their  fplendor  and  th$ir 
duration  to  periodical  and  falutary  changes^  arid  every  cr?at$4 
thing  "requires  repair  and  renovation. 

The  Glorious  Adjujiment  iifelf  did  not  leap  perfeS  from 
the  brain  of  Jupiter :  it  poffeffed  neither  the  vigour  nor  the 
beauty  of  a  Goddefs.  To  make  it  endure,  it  (hould  be  rcn* 
ciered  ftrong ;  and  if  the  infufion  of  a  little  wifdom  into  it, 
(hall  be  deemed  innovation,  I  am  willing  to  make  the  patriots 
a  prefent  of  the  argument. 

H  I  have 


I  have  now,  My  Lord,  Wore  me,  a  mod  excellent  work* 
attributed  to  the  pen  oF  a  nobleman  6f  t His  country,  for- 
merly high  in  the' confidence  of  Majefty,  and  refpcf&abte 
for  his  grea*  worth  and  talents.  The  tra&  is  entitled,  "  A 
pfopofal  for  uniting  the  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  lre-> 
land/*  printed  in  the  year  1  751.  And  although  the  noble 
author's  property  in  Ireland  was  considerable/  we  do  nor 
find  that  he  thought  an  Union  would  impair  it;  but  in- 
ftead  of  that  unworthy  fentiment,  he  laid  out  all  the  time 
he  could  fpare  from  his  political  duties  in  the  improvement 
of  his  eftate,  looking,  no  doubt,  to  the  day  when  Union 
(hould  ftamp  a  new  value  on  it.  Might  I  be  allowed  to 
offer  an  opinion,  I  would  fay,  that  in  its  infancy,  as  the 
Irifli  Union  then  was,  and  much  light  as  hath  fince  been 
thrown  on  it,  this  traft  holds  out  to  us  more  found  wif- 
dom  and  good  policy  than  I  have  difcovered  in  any  other 
forty-fix  pages  that  I  have  lately  read.  To  give  it  the  praile 
h  deferves,  i  fhould  transcribe  the  work  itfelf :  but  Your 
Excellency  will  have  the  goodnefs  to  attend  to  the  follow- 
ing fhort  extraQs ;  they  once  had  the  charm  of  novelty  to 
recommend  them. 

€(  I  hope  1  (hall  be  able  to  prove  that  the  following  fcheme 
will  produce  to  both  nations  many  more  and  greater  advan- 
tages than  either  can  enjoy,  until  they  (hall  be  united." 

"  4  dd  not  mean  a  federal  and  partial  Union,  but  a 
complete  incorporation  Of  the  two  kingdoms,  infeparabiy 
and  perpetually  united ;  formed  into  one  government,  un- 
der the  fame  King,  and  the  fame  laws ;  and  reprefented  by 
the  fame  parliament ;  enjoying  the  fame  privileges  and  im- 
munities ;  confined  to  the  fame  reftriSions,  prohibitions 
and  regulations  in  trade;  having  the  fame  alliances,  the 
fame  enemies;  and  paying  an  equal  proportion  of  taxes, 
cuftom*,  excife,,  both  ni  peace  and  war,  that    in    all    in- 
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fiances  they  may  betome  one  people  in  affecYion,  as  well 
as  interefi"  '  .       '    ■ 

"  And,  however  unequal  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  really 
we,  or  may  be  Tuppofed  to  be,  in  every  circumftance  of 
wealthy  power  and  commerce,  they  may  be  joined,  through  . 
all  their  partsr  in  one  great  whole,  by  a  fair  fcale  of  equi- 
valents and  proportions;  as  two  merchants,  ef  very  unequal 
property  and  difproportjoned  debts,  may  enter  into  partner* 
ihip  of  .profit  and  lofs." 

"  When  the  poor  natives  fliall  be  reftored  to  the  natural  . 
right  of  humankind,  a  property  in  their  own  labour,  if  there 
be  not  fome  phyfical  caufe  of  idlenefs  in  their  climate,  they 
will  fqrely  become  as  induftrious  as  their  neighbours  of 
Great  Britain.  The  Hollanders,  oppreffedand  enflavedby 
the  Spanifh  tyranny,  had  little  of  that  fpirit;  of  induftry 
which  has  fince  made  them  the  mod  powerful  republic  in 
the  world :  but  it  is  a  maxim  founded  in  human  nature,  that 
maniwill  never  work  for  man,  if  he  does  not  find  his  own 
proper  advantage  by  his  labour;" 

*'  Generally  fpeaVmg,  there  are  jn  Ireland  but  two  ranks 
of  people,  the  very  rich,  and  the  very  poor :  from  hence 
the  two  extremes,  perhaps  not  to  be  found  in  any  other 
country,  of  luxury  and  poverty." 

You  fee,  My  Lord,  that  Ireland,  notwithftanding  her 
glorious  independence,  and\  her  advanced  ftate  of  pro/peri ty 
"  beyond  all  former  example,"  is  at  this  day  exadty  what 
(he  was  fifty  years  ago;  but  the  noble  author  has  proved, 
beyond  all  con  tradition,  that  Union  will  for  ever  clofe  the 
gulph  between  Dives  and  Lazarus. 

It  is  argued,  that  we  are  a  prpfperous  and  happy  people: 
but  tha*  policy  rouft  be  violent,  ^vhich  aggrandized  the 
whole,  through  the  poverty  and  diftrefs  of  its  members. 
What  ruined  the.greareft  republic  m  the  world  ?  The  Ro- 
nian  commonwealth  funk  under  the  enormous  riches  and 

power 
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powerofit$  patrician  opprcflbrs;  and  it  was  the  wealth  of 
the 'Medici,  that  made  them  matters  of  Florence. 

t( .  The  popifli  interelt  there  would  then  become  inconsi- 
derable, and  Ireland  would  in  a  few  years  be  a  proteftant 
perion." 

"  Let  them  (the  Iriih)  fee  their  loweft  natives  reclaimed 
from  ignorance  and  fuperftition,  and  animated  with  fenti- 
ments  of  liberty,  which  do  honour  to  human  nature,  as 
well  as  heft  fecures  its  happinefs.  Let  them  promote  an 
univerfal  commerce  of  good  offices  among  mankind,  for 
their  mutual  happinefs.  If  ambition  have  anyeffeft  upon 
Hthem,  let  them  feize  this  opportunity  of  entering  into  the 
affairs  of  Europe :  of  having  an  honourable  (hare  in  deter* 
mining  the  fate  of  other  nations,  and  fixing  their  own 
for  ever,*? 

"  At  prefent  Ireland  hath  no  character,  not  even  a'name 
in  the. affairs  of  Europe.  Her  Jittle  Regalia,  her  Parlia- 
ments, arid  their  debates,  are  confined  within  their  own 
kingdom.  And  however  the  gentlemen  of  Ireland  may  love 
to  talk  of  freedom  and  IndepTndenct ;  however  warm  they 
are  in  their  fentiments  of  liberty,  yet  thefe  fentiments  (al- 
though hereafter  they  may  be  of  ufe  to  the  great  caufe  of 
liberty  in  general)  with  regard  to  them  are  merely  ima- 
ginary.- No  .nation  is  truly  tree,  that  cannot  refent  the  in- 
fults,  and  repel  the  violence  of  her  enemies ;  but  Ireland 
bath  really  no  being  as  a  nation,  but  uncfer  the  prote&ioriv 
of  Great  Britain.  Should  fhe  withdraw  that  proteQion, 
Jreland  muft  fall  a  prey  to  the  firft.  invader,  without  even 
the  power  of  chufing  herfelf  a  mafter." 
,.  Tfrefe,  My  Lord,  are  the  fentiments  of  a  truly  noble 
writer,  who  has  defcribed  the  wretched  ftate  of  Ireland, 
and  pointed  out  the  mode  of  redreffing  it,  like  a  deep  po- 
litician and  an  experienced  ftate fm an.  But  there  are  certain 
apcidepts  ip  nature  that  wifdonj  cannot  always  account  for  ; 

and 
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and  we  read  of  the  dtgtn trait  Englijh  in  this  ifland,  -  without 
being  able  to  affign  the  caufe,  Mr.  Pope  took  human  na- 
ture  as  he  found  it,  when  he  faid 

u  We  think  our  fathers  fools,  fo  wife  wc  grow  :M  , 

and,— (quantum  mutatui  abilkl)  in  the  next  generation  it* 
conrefpondent  verfe  may  perhaps  be  found  equally  true, 

"  Our  wifer  fons,  no  doubt,  will  think  us  fo.** 

A  great  authority  has  laid  much  ftrefs  on  the  free  and 
extended  trad£  of  Ireland :  no  man  certainly  is  better  qua- 
lined  to  deliver  an  opinion  upon  it,  arid  I  do  not  difpute  the 
Fa8 :  but  in  one  point  we  drffer.  He  imputes  this  acquisi- 
tion to  the  "  demands"  of  Ireland  :  I,  to  the  grace  and 
indulgence  of  England:  he,  to  the  glorious  adjuftment: 
I,  to  the  period  that  preceded  it.— What  Ireland  afterwards 
acquired  under  the  proptjitions,  independence  had  nothing  to 
do  with:  it  flowed  entirely  from  the  wife  and  fpontaneous 
bounty  of  England,  and  the  faTme  liberality  protefis*  now 
what  it  conceded  then.  *'  Should  that  prote&ion  be  with- 
drawn, Ireland,"  we  have  feen,  "  rhuft  fall  a  prey  to  the 
firft  invader,  without  even  the  power  of  chufing  herfelf  a 
mafter."     But  fo  far  is  a  free  trade  frorn  being  an  impedr^ 

ment 

•  *  Whit  an  idle  and  ridiculous  notion  it  if,  to  fuppofe  that  the  virtue  of 
the  Iriih  parliament  procured,  and  now  protects  the  trade  of  Ireland !  I  can- 
hot  expofe  the  abfurdity  better  than  by  quoting  the  very  words  of  the  pam- 
phlet,, entitled,  "  Expofition  of  the  terms/'  &c.  p.  16.  "  To  Britain, 
and  to  Britain  alone  yon-  aw  indebted  for  yoor  linen  manufacture:  through 
her  ports,  and  by  her  bounty  the  encrcafe  of  its  confumption  is  totally  attf  *■ 
butable.  She.  receives  it  duty  free :  in  its  favour  (he  lays  a  duty  of  thir$y« 
three  per  cent,  on  foreign  linens;  and  thus  (he  continues,  or  rather  frays 
from  you  7*8thsof  your  total  eiport."  The  fac%  is,  that  in  fpite  Df  IfSn 
independence,  of  the  robbing,  and  the  jobbing,  and  the  ruthtefs  rebellion 
of  which  that  independence  has  been  productive,  any  benefits  in  point  of 
trade,— I  do  not  mean  the  trade  tf  parliament — that  have  accrued  to  Ireland, 
fcave  re&lted-wholly  from  the  improved  commerce  of  Great  Britain,  which 
has  communicated  fome  portion  of  its  advantages  to  rhrs.trnhappy  country. 
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mcnt  td'Unioir,  that  another  great  authority,  who  certainly 
itfas  alfo  well  qualified  to  deliver  an  opinion,  had  obferved 
half  a  century  ago,  that  the  allowing  an  equality  of  trade 
to  Ireland,  would  lay  the  foundation  of  its  future  Union. 
So  that  the  very  reafon  afligiraf  to-day  to  (hew  why  an 
Ujniqn  fhoujd  not  be  adopted,  turns  out  to  be  the  very  caufe 
which  produces  it.  cc  England  and  Ireland,"  fays  Poftle- 
thwayt,  fpeaking  of  Union,  u  then,  becoming  on  a  parity 
in  their  trade,  tjiis  will  be  the  happy  point  of.  time,  when 
the  complete  Union  between  the  kingdoms  might  take  place 
to  the  mutual  advantage  of  all  the  Bflttfh  dominions,"—- 
(Commercial  Inierejl") 

"  When  Ireland/'  fays  this  able  and  diftinguiftied  writer, 
"  (hall  be  admitted  to  an  abfolute  Union,  (he  muft  expert  to 
bear  her  proportion  in  the  general  ftate-ex pence ;  butEng^ 
%  land  muft  give  her  dependent  brethren  time  to  thrive  before 
{he  lays  too  ponderous  a  burthen  on  their  (boulders,  left 
theyftiould  (ink  under  the  weight,  and  all  that  has  been 
piany  years  doing  (hould,  of  a  fudden,  be  all  undone." 

The  minifter  has  wifely  ppftponed  the  taxation  of  Ireland, 
till  (he  (hall  be  in  a  condition  tp  bear  the  burthen  ;~  which  it 
is  calculated,  if  (he  avails  herfelf  of  the  advantages  held  out 
to  her,  (he  will  be  able  to  do  in  about  twenty  years.  In 
the  prefent  poverty  of  this  kingdom,  I  am  nor  at  all  afto- 
ni(hed  that  (he  (hould  be  alarmed  at  any  farther  taxes  b?mg 
laid  upon  her,  % 

*'  The  want  of  Uiiion,"  continues  our  author,  f*  be» 
tweeri  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  has  been  lamented  by  many 
of  the  beft  Englifli  patriots  as  well  as  the  moft  judicious 
writers,,  and  able  ft  ft  ate  (men ;  and  as  Ireland  has  of  late 
years  been  very  affiduous  in  their  improvement  of  the  peo- 
ple, their  country,  and  their  wealth,  (b  they  will  bring  a 
better  portion  than  they  could  formerly,  iq  order  to  advance 
the  political  match." 

"  Nothing 
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u  Nothing  but  the  apparent  expediency  and  benefit  of  an 
tfaion  could  have  made  Cromwell  take  fuch  fteps  as  he 
did  in  this  matter.  The  Saxon  Heptarchy  was  hardly  a 
more  disjointed  heap  of  ftates  than  England,  Wales,  Scot- 
land, and  Ireland  Teemed  to  be  before  Wales  and  Scotland 
were  fo  happily  united  to  her  as  they  now  are;  and  as  Ireland 
has  greatly  the  advantage  of  both  the  lad  in  extent  and  good- 
cefs  of  foil,  trade,  and  number  of  people ;  it  is  not  impro- 
bable,  when  all  the  requifite  preliminaries  neceflary  thereto 
that  we  have  hinted,  are  taken  by  England,  that  Ireland 
will  alio  be  joined  in  the  general  tJnion.  Certain  it  is,  that 
when  fuch  previous  fteps  are  taken,  there  can  no  obje&ioa 
be  made  againft  uniting  Ireland,  which  would  not  hold  as 
firing  againjl  thi  othtr  two.  Bodies  politic,  like  natural  ones, 
are  fo  far  ftrong  and  potent,  as  all  their  limbs  are  Jirmly 
knit  and  well  united,  and  equally  fed  and  nourifhed ;  and 
while  Ireland  (hall  continue  excluded  from  the  favours,  rights, 
and  privileges,  which  her  fellow- fubje6fcs  in  England,  Wales, 
and  Scotland  fo  happily  enjoy>  ftie  cannot  profptr  berfelf,  as 
Jbt  othtrwife  would  do,  add  therefore  cannot  fo  much  contri- 
bute, as  (he  might,  tp  the  general  wealth,  ftrengtb,  and 
fecurity  of  theN  whole  ftate.— If  we  difpaflionately  weigh 
thefe  thing*,  a  Union  will  appear  in  every  view  dedrable  by 
both  kingdoms." 

"  Nor  would  fuch  Union  occafion  a  fmall  acceffion  to  the 
naval  power  of  Great  Britain. — It  has  cpft  England  much 
blood  andK  treafure  to  rear  up  Ireland  fit  for  the  de  fir  able 
Union  ;  and  to  negk&  to  make  a  proper  ufe  of  her,  for  the 
mutual  encreafe  of  their  trade  and  navigation,  is  no  lefs 
imprudent,  than  if  a  wealthy  merchant  (hould  be  at  the 
charge  of  building  a  (hip,  and  then  let  her  rot  import,  rather 
thari  be  at  the  pains  of  employing  her." 

*€  Whenever  a  matte*  of  this  confequence  (hall  be  at- 
tempted, we  may  be  affured  that  whatever  reprefentati ves  (hall 
'  be* 


V 


1 

fee  allowed  to  Ireland  as  her  juft  proportion,  or  whatever  limi- 
tations or  reftri&ions  may  be  judged  absolutely  proper  for 
the  common  good  to  tack  to  it,  every  thing  will  be  conduc- 
ed confident  with  thofe  general  principles  whereon  it  flioufd* 
be  founded,  the  general  advantages  and  welfare  of  the  whole: 
and  poffibly  we  may  experience,  that  the  Union  of  the  /even 
provinces  has  not  affe  fled  the  trading  world  more  in  the  loft  cen- 
tury >  than  the  Union  of  thefe  three  nations  would  do  in  this."  [ 
4(  Were  Ireland  incorporated  with  Britain,  would  not 
that  eafe  the  public  in  England,  and  render  the  whole  unit- 
ed kingdom  far  more  formidable  to  its  enemies,  and  its  rivals 
in  trade  than  it  is  at  prefent  ?  No  unprejudiced  man,  who 
has  the  real  fecurity  of  the  Britilh  Empire  at  heart,  but  muft 
own  that  the  encouraging  Ireland  in  all  the  improvements 
it  is  capable  of  by  adding  to  its  trade  and  wealth,  and  unit- 
ing its  afFe&ions  to  Britain,  is  doing  the  greateji  fervice  to 
the  public ;  and  the  clofer  fuch  Union  is  cemented,  and  the 
more  powerful  Ireland  (hall  grow,  juft  fo  much  the  more  \i 
added  to  the  fecurity,  wealth,  power,  and  dignity  of  Bri- 
tain." 

'  And  a. little  farther:  "  Let  us  credit  this  important  truth ; 
that  nations  are  only  powerful,   in  proportion  as  they  (hall 

ke  VVTSELY  UNITED   AND    CEMENTED    IN    INTERESTS.' 

Give  them  a  due  reprefentative  p6wer,make  them  the  fame 
people  with, and  the  fame  conftitution  muft  take  away  all  ob- 
jection, if  there  (hould  be  any  now.  But  England  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  her  commerce,  has  loft  an  advantage  tbat  was 
natural  to  her ;  by  confining  commerce  too  much  to  herfelf, 
independent  of  her  other  dominions,  (he  is,  in  effefit  to  be 
coniidered,  as  a  petty  State:  and  like  fuch  will  be  quickly 
ruined,  if  (he  does  not  adopt  other  principles  of  policy 
than  (he  has  done.  Had  England  no  other  caufe  to  appre- 
hend the  ruin  where  with  (he  is  threatened,  her  commerce 

'    :  ;     •      ""  *  itfeif, 
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itfelf,  which  might  prove  her  everlafting  falvatfon*  mult, 
as  it  is  circumfianced,  prove  her  everlafting  ruin*" 

<*  To  avoid  this  impending  ruin,  and  recover  this  error 
in  her  political  fyftem,  (he  (hould  admit  Ireland,  &c.  &e. 
She  is  bloated  with  debts  and  taxes,  with  paper  credit  and 
paper  circulation ;  and  {he  muft  fubmit  to  reduce  herfelf  in 
there  imaginary  treafures  and  real  evils :  if  the  does  not,  (he 
will  be  more  feverely  reduced  by  other  means." 

He  goes  on.  "  Let  the  interefts  of  private  men,  there- 
fore, no  longer  blind  the  public:  but  theft  are  not  the  in- 
terefts of  private  men ;  they  are  falfe  principles  which  the 
feififhnefs  of  the  times  renders  favourable  to  the  majority." 
.  "  Let  us,  therefore,  be/on  it  be  too  latty  fo  wifely  and 
happily  unite  every  part  of  the  dominions  of  the  Crown, 
that  their  united  commerce,  and  their  united  Qrength,  both 
by  Tea  and  land,  may  at  length  prove  the  effential  fafeguard 
and  prefervation  of  this  independent  nation," 

"  If  Great  Britain  will  eftablifli  her  temporal  falvatioh 
upon  a  rock  invincible,  we  have  fhewn  how  this  may  be 
done ;  whieh  posterity  perhaps  may  value  more  than  my- 
J>refent  contemporaries*" 

There  is  fomething  fo  extremely  awful  and  impreflive  in 
tne  advice  which  this  able  man  -has  given  us,  that  I  (hould 
injure  both  the  author  and  the  fubjed,  were  I  to  add  one 
word  of  my  own  to  it» 

And  now  it  was  that  Dean  Tucker  publiflied  his  "  Effay 
on  Trade/'  in  which,  under  the  head  of  Dif advantages,  he 
mentions  the  want  of  Union,  that  would  "  incorporate  the 
Irifh  into  the  Englifh  parliament ;"  and  it  was  alfo  at  this 
time  that  he  publiflied  his  «'  Propofal  for  incorporating  the 
Britifli  ifles  into  one  kingdom."  The  following  is  a  fhort 
abftra&  of  it. 

"  This  propofal  of  incorporation  has  long  been  the  wifh 
of  every  generousd  ifinterefted  patriot  of  both  kingdoms : 
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*ffd  indeed  inexprdfibly  great  would  be  the  benefit  oil  both 
fides; — By  this  mutual  benefit,  neither  kingdom  would  be 
looked  uporr  as  foreign  to  the  other :  but  the  goods  of  both 
would  be  imported  duty-free,  or  perhaps  be  confidered  only 
as  coming  coa(U wife. «—  But  here,  methinks,  I  hear  Seif-in- 
tereft  making  an  outcry,  They  would  run  away  with  our  trade* 
But  pray  let  me  calmly  a(k,  who  would  run  away  with  it? 
Or  where  would  they  run  to  ?  Why  truly  our  own  people, 
our  own  countrymen  would  perhaps  carry  fome  part  of  a 
manufacture  from  us  to  themfelves.  But  wtiat  detriment 
would  this  be  to  the  public  ?  The  people  of  Yorkftrire  have 
done  the  very  fame  thing  by  Gloucefterfhire  and  Wilrflrire, 
Let  us  therefore  have  a  meeting  of  the  clothiers  of  thefe 
two  counties  to  petition  parliament,  that  the  Yorkshire 
looms  and  mills  may  be  all  broke  and  deftroyed  ;  for  they 
fcave  run  away  with  our  trade. — Is  Ireland  to  be  looked 
upon  as  a  diftind  kingdom  ?  more  is  the  pity:  for  as  the 
two  kingdoms  have  but  one  common  head,  one  common 
intereft  both  in  church  and  (late,  the  fame  friends  and  the 
fame  enemies;  they  ought  to  have  been  long  Once  consoli- 
dated together. 

"  But  Ireland  is  more  advantageoufly  Gtuated  for  the 
trade  to  the  Weft  Indies ,  therefore— therefore  we  mud 
deny  our  own  people  the  benefit  of  trading,  becaufe  they 
are  advantageoufly  (ituated  for  carrying  it  on.  This  is  a 
weighty  argument :  Briftol,  for  inftance,  is  better  (ituated 
for  the  Irifli  trade  than  London ;  therefore  let  us  Londoners 
petition,  that  the  port  of  Briftol  may  be  locked  up,"  &c.&c* 
(Prop,  for  Incorp.) 

To  this  lift  of  worthies  and  real  friends  of  their  coun- 
try, I  muft  add  the  refpeQed  name  of  DoQor  John  Cam- 
pell,  whofe  "  Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain,"  publiOied 
about  the  year  i  7  74,  has  procured  its  author  a  diftinguifti- 
ed  rank  .among  the  learned  of  Europe.     In  that  copious  and 
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Very  intending  work,  the  Do&or  recommends  *n  incorpo- 
rate Union  in  fuch  finking  language,  that,  although  I  have 
txtra&ed  fo  largely  from  his  contemporaries,  Your  Excel- 
tency,  I  tnrft,  will  allow  me  to  trarifcribe  the  following* 
paffage  from  iht  opening  of  the  ftcond  volume.  (Land, 
itif*  quart.) 

"  vWe  will  begin  with  endeavouring  to  ascertain  to  a 
Competent  degree,  in  refped  at  leaft  fo  political  fpeculk- 
tion,  the  extent  of  -the  feyeral  parts,  and  of  the  whole' 
Britain,  in  conjunction  with  Irei,ajh>,  which  for  many 
reafons,  k  n  of  the  gre&teft  importance,  fliould  he  dearly, 
anddiftin&ly  underftood.  For  without  this  we  can  form, 
no  rational  or  folid  judgment  of  our  condition  either-at  home 
or  abroad ;  for  we  cannot  difcern  what  may  be  ftill  want- 
ing to  complete  our  national  ~  confiftence,  or  how  this  is. 
to  be  brought  about,  except  by  firmly  combining  thefe  na- 
tural p^rts  into  one  political  whole,  and  thereby  uniting 
our  two  great  iflands  into  what  may  be  looked  upon  as  one 
country,  or  to  Tpeak  with  greater  propriety,,  into  one  com- 
monwealth," In  a  note  he  adds,  "  It  is  an  old  and  trite, 
but  s£  the  feme  time  a  very  weighty  and  true  faying,  thatf 
a  triple  atiiatfce  (or  rather  a  ftri'ci  Union)  between  Eng« 
land,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  is  the  only  league  neceflary 
to  make  His  Britannic  Majefly  the  mod  potent  monarch  ia 
Europe :  which  it  is  the  principal  end  and  deftgn  of  this  work 
to  vindicate  and  maintain" 

-  A  lively  Frenchman,  for  that  vivacious  people  never; 
write  or  do  any  thing  elfe  like  the  reft  of  mankind,  to  the 
folio1  gravity  of  the  Britifli  character,  has  added  his  own 
witty  teftimony  in  favour  of  the  propofed  Union.  Monfuur 
Mtrcur  d$  la.  Rivitre  was,  however,  both  a,  profound, 
fcholai*  and  a  penetrating  politician,  as  his  work  entitled, 
**  The  natural  and  eflential  order  of  political  focieties," 
abundantly  (hews :  he  was  the  founder  af  the  fed  called  in 
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France  «  The  Oeconomifts,"  which  bad  for  its  objeft  ihf 
improvement  of  agricultural  and  political  knowledge  through- 
out their  feveral  branches.  All  his  works  breathe  the  fpirit 
of  philanthropy  and  kindnefs ;  but  in  that  entitled  "  The 
year  two  thoufand  four  hundred  and  forty,"  his  whole  foul 
is  on  the  wing-:  hie  fuppofes  himfelf  rapt  like  Plato  in  a 
dream,  where  every  thing  appears  Elyfian,  or  changed  to 
a  perfitft  ftate.  Among  other  vifions  of  blifs,  a  large  ga^ettt 
of  happinefs  is  laid  before  him,  in  which,  after  a  variety  of 
reformed  abufes  {bat  end  in  the  glory  and  felicity  of  differ- 
ent nations,  he  opens  the  page  of  "  News  from  London," 
and  feads  in  extacy,  '<  The  Scptch  and  Irilh  have  prefented 
a  petition  to  parliament,  that  th?  names  of  Scotland  and 
Ireland  may  be  abobfhed,  and  that  they  may  make  but  one, 
body,  fpirit,  a.ncl  name  with  the  Englifl),  as  they  are  one 
by  that  patriotic  fpirit  *with  which  they  ai;e  animated."—- 
Mercier  was  a  republican  :  pity,  he  did  not  give  us  his  fentw 
ments  on  the  glorious  adjuftment ! 

•  Should  feparatifts  fay,  that  Monfieur  Mercier  was  a 
Frenchman,  and  intefefted  in  our  deftru&ion,  I  have  more 
than  one  anfwer  for  them  \  firft,  that  they  are  but  little 
acquainted  either  with  the  character  or  the  writings  of 
that  philanthropic,  when  they  impute  to  him  a  motive  to 
unworthy  :  and  fecondly,  that  they  (hall  have  the  counter* 
authority  of  another  Frenchman,*  who,  though  a  bifliop, 
was  not  a  philanthropic ;  but  who,  confeious  of  the  advan- 
tage that.  Union  would  produce  to  thefe  kingdoms,  and 
with  an  ill  difpofition  towards  us,  has  been  beard  to  fay, 
(*  That  the  wifeft  men  of  France  were  of  opinion,  that  Ire- 
land fbould.  never  be  invaded,  with,  fmall  armies,  becaufe 
it  would  only  alarm  and  irritate  her,  and.  drive  her  finally' 
into  an  Union  with  England ;  and,  therefore,  that  France 
fhould  never  attempt  to-  invade  Ireland  but  with  an  army 
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numerous  enough  to.  conquer  her/'  This-  the  bifhop  of 
Autun  declared  in  America,  both  before  the  rupture  of  his 
country  with  that  State,  and  fince  her  declaration  of  war 
againft  England.  The  one  in  his  philanthropy  wiflied  to 
fee  an  union  of  the  kingdoms :  the  other  in  hi?  hoftility 
dreaded  the  meafure.     Fas  eft  et  ah  bofie  d<mru 

The  great  father  of  the  mintfler  that  now  direQs  the 
empire,  I  had  often  heard  in  my  youth,  wa,s  the  friend  of 
Irifli  Union,  but  that  he  apprehended  it  would  throw  top 
much  influence  into  the  hands  of  a  minifter.  .  Doubtlefs,  no 
human  inftitution  is  perfeQ,  and  the  opinion  of  fuch  a  man 
is  commanding ;  but  were  he  now  living,  and  I  were  to  ad- 
drefs  him,  I  fhould  fay,  "  You  acknowledge  the  principle 
to  be  good,  and  then  argue  from  it§  utility  to  its  poflible 
abufe:  a  great  nation  neceflarily  brings  her  influence  with 
her :  if  (he  imparted  no  power,  her  greatnefs  would  lie  as  a 
dead  weight  on  the  empire.,  and  by  its  uhwieldinefs  encum- 
ber  what  it  was  intended  to  relieve,  perhaps  would  deftroy 
it  entirely.  If  the  number  of  reprefentali^ves  are  likely  to 
over-balance  $hat  degree,  if  I  may  fo  call  it,  of  greatnefs 
Which  Ireland  brings;  now  is  the  time  to  reduce  them :  but 
if  they  are  only  proportioned  to  her  quantum  of  ability,  then 
\  conceive  it  is  not  only  juft  and  reafonable  that  (he  fhtiuid 
have  them  all,  but  that  their  influence  is  abfolutely  neceffary 
to  the  fomentation  of  the  ertvpire.  With  the  encreafed  force 
of  the  machine,  an  encreafe  of  power  fhpuld  be  given  to  the 
minifter  that  moves  it." 

The  great  Dodor  A  darn  Smith,  than  whom  an  ablef 
(nan  I  have  not  quoted.,  has  been  repeatedly  appealed  to  by 
both  parties  in  this  controverfy,  but  why  by  ont  of  them, 
no  reafon,  that  I  know  of,  has  yet  appeared.  His  autho- 
rity however  (lands  fo  high,  that  his  recommendation  of 
the  Union  could  not.  efcape,  neither  has  it  efcaped  frequent 
notice.     But  as  the  opinion  of  this  diftinguiflied    politician 
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would  illumine  the  page  of  the  obfenreft  vmterf  and  ia 
order  to  complete  the  great  body  of  refpe&able  evidence 
that  I  have  adduced  in  fupport  of  the  principle  of  the  Uni- 
on; and  to  exhibit  the  whole  in  one  colleded  point  of  view 
to  the  fattsfadion,  and  I  hope  to  the  conciliation  alfo  of 
the  country, — if  I  may  he  allowed  to  detain  Your  Excel* 
leticy  a  little  longer,  I  will  clofe  thefe  quotations  with  what 
this  great  man,  and  his  great  contemporary  Dean  Tucker, 
have  faid  on  the  fubjeft:  obferving,  that  Dodor  Smith 
was*  not  only  a  Scotchman,  and  a  warm  advocate  of  hia 
own  country's  Union  with  England,  but  wiibed  to  extend 
that  Union  to  America  !  Yes,  My  Lord,  his  ideas  of  Union 
were  not  confined  to  his  own  cabbage-garden  ;  they  tra- 
velled with  him  beyond  the  Atlantic,  and  what  is  yet  more* 
with  the  fpirit  of  a  prophet  (but,  like  Caffandra,  he  was 
not  regarded,)  he  foretold,  that  without  TJmon  the  Colo- 
nies would  be  loft ;  or  to  ufe  his  own  words,  that  "  total 
Reparation"  would  enfue,  **  unlefs  prevented  by  a  Union  of 
this  [the  IncorporativeJ  kind." 

"  By  a  Union  with  Great  Britain,  Ireland  would  gain, 
betides  the  freedom  of  trade,  other  advantages,  much  m$rt 
important ,  and  which  would  much  more  than  compensate 
any  encreafe  of  taxes,  that  might  accompany  that  Union. 
9y  the  Union  with  England,  the  middling  and  inferior  ranks 
of  people  in  Scotland  gained  a  complete  deliverance  from 
the  power  of  an  ariftocracy  which  had  always  before  op* 
prefTed  them.  By  an  Union  with  Great  Britain,  the  greater 
part  of  the  people  of  all  ranks  m  Ireland  would  gain  art, 
equally  compUat  deliverance  from  a  much  men  oppreJJSvs 
ariflocraty ;  an  ariftocracy  net  founded >  like  that  of  Scotland, 
in  the  natural  and  refpeclable  difiin&ions  of  birth  and  fortune  y 
but  in  the  moft  odious  of  all  difiindionsy  tbofi  of  religious 
and  political  prejudice ;  diftinQions  which,  more  than  any 
Otter,  animate  both  the  infolence  of  the  oppreffors  and  the 
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ifconty  render  the  inhabitants  of  the  fame  country  more 
hoftile  to  one  another  than  thofe  of  different  countries  ever 
are.  Without  an  Union  with  Great  Britain,  the  inha* 
bitants  of  Ireland  are  not  likely  for  many  ages  to  confide* 
themfelves  as  one  people.'*     (Wealth  of  Nations. ) 

Before   I   quote   Dean.  Tucker,   I   muft  obferve    that 
the    public  documents  of  what  1  call  the  armed    period* 
have  recorded  the  advice  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  in 
His  Grace's  Reply  to  the  volunteer  delegates,  who  had  wait* 
ed  upon  him  to  folicit  his  afliftance  in  the  matter  of  reform. 
In  this  they  (hewed  their  good  fenfe,  but  with  the.  next  tide 
they  loft  it  again.     Had  they,  however,  not  been  confeions 
that  His  Grace  was  competent  to  give  them  the  beft  poflible 
.  advice,  it  is  prefumed  «hey  would  not  have  fent  fo  far  for  it* 
The  temper,  indeed,  of  thofe  times  was  not  tuned  to  re-> 
ceive  fober  advice,  or  any  regulation  that  warred  with  in* 
dependence?  and  we  Should  recoiled,  that  it  was  about  thia 
very  time  we  have  the  Duke  actively  employed  in  pro- 
moting  a  parliamentary  reform  in  England.     The  'made* 
qvacy   of  that  reform  muft  have  then  been  prefent  to  his 
mind,  for  we  find  him  foon  after  abandoning  it  as  a  dan- 
gerous experiment.     Any  fimilar  reform  in  Ireland,  he  faw 
would  but  be  attended  with  the  very  fame  inconveniences  4 
nor  could  it  operate,  unlefs  there   had   been   another  in 
England,  that  (hould  go  hand  in  hand  with  it.    He  ftrikes, 
therefore,  at    the  root  of  the   evil,,  and  advifes  "  Union*' 
as  their  beft  and  only  reform  ;^-an  Union,  that  by  disfran- 
chifing  the  unfound  parts,  would  effeft  that   radical  cure 
which  alone  could  reach  the  diforder,  far  give  to  Ireland  a 
permanent  conftitution.     And,  My  Lord,  there   is  an  ex- 
preffion  in  the  Duke's  Reply,  that,  in  my  opinion,  difcovers 
the  policy  of  a  wife  and  able  ftatefman,  and  the  more  fo  as 
it  was  calculated   to  dazzle  and  work  on  the  vanity  of  my 
unthinking  countrymen:  it  is  that  where  he  throws  out  the 
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lure  of  art  alternate  government,  transfretcd.     The  fyftent 
was  too  Eutopian  for  any  but  an  Irishman  to  catch  at ;  and 
men  with  arms  in  their  hands,  His  Grace  well  knew,  are 
feldom  much  given  to  reflexion*     But  coqld  he  once  have 
got  them   to  entertain  the  idea  of  Union,  the  reft  would 
follow  of  courfe,  and   the  bufinefs  had  been  done.     The 
whole*  however,  goes  to  (hew,  that  HisGrace  dreaded  the 
violence  and  impetuofity  of  the  times,  that  was  hurrying 
the  country  on  to  reparation,  and  in  the  end  would   have 
that  effe&t  unlefs  an  Union  could  be  brought  about  by 
fome  means  or  other.     But  let  His  Grace  fpeak  for  himfetf. 
**  I  have  always"  fays  he, c<  thought  it  for  the  intereft  of 
the  two  ifl'ands  to  be  incorporated,  and  form  one  and  the 
fame  kingdom*  with  the  fame  Iegiflature*  making  it  fome- 
times  in  Ireland  as  well  as  England.     I  am  fenftble  there  are 
great  difficulties  attending  the  adjuftment  of  fucb  an  Union, 
and  that  it  requires  great  wifdom  and  temper. to  form  it* 
efpecially  on  the  part  of  Ireland,  which  mud  feel  that  (he 
ought  to  give  the  preponderance   to  Great  Britain ;  but  f 
am  fure  that  the  bufinefs  ought  not  to  be  negleded*  and 
that  every  true  friend  to  both  kingdoms  ought. to  give  it  his 
mod  zealous  afli  dance." 

In  eighty- five  we  have  Dean  Tucker  again*  when  the 
propofitions  gave  birth  to  his  celebrated  "  Reflexions."  In 
this  work  he  exprefsly  declares  a  "  real  Union  and  incorpo- 
ration a  mod  defirabie  thing,"  but  that  the  times  did  hot 
then  admit  of  it.  It  fhould  feem*  he  did  not  think  the 
adjuftment  fo  inviolable  as  to  forbid  the  touch  of  man,  for 
he  well  knew  it  could  not  (land  the  touch  of  time  $  and  in* 
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deed,  My  Lord,  if  was  not  in  the  nature  of  things,  that 
an  eftablifhment  precipitately  huddled  up,  and  terrifically 
farmed*  could  have  been  permanent.  The  Chief  Baron  too 
of  our  Own  kingdom,  that  upright  and  enlightened  ftatef- 
man  and  lawyer,  has  acknowledged,  that  although  he  fup* 
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ported  the  adju&nfcfat,  heitoukl  hive  fuppojted  ah  Union 
in  preference,  had  it  then  beeri  propofed.     For  the  fame 
tea/on,   when  tbe  noble  Author,   whofe  "  Propofal,"  I 
jfdbted  feme  pages  back,  feppotted  the  terrific  adjuftment 
in  tbe  year  1782*  and  gave  it  as  his  opinion  in  .the  Route 
tof  Lords,  that  it  was  the  bfcft  and  only  thing  which  could 
fee  done  **#*,  it  did  not  follow  that  he  had  repudiated  his 
tows  Union :  juft  as  the  Irifil  mtmfter  in  x  798  wifely  defend* 
ed  tbe  federal  connexion,  and  in   1800  as  wifely  prefers 
an   incorporate  Untom     For  all  politicians  arc  agreed,  that 
"  II  n'y  a  des  principes  abftraits  dans  la  politique.    C'eft  une 
Science  des  calculs,  des  combinaifons  et  des  exceptions,  felon 
Its  lieux,  les  terns  et  les  circohftahces."*  My  Lord,  the  fa&  is, 
tbe  Dean  faw  in  the  propbfitioris  the  very  thing  Imyfelf  heard 
Lord  North  declare  on  that  occafion  in  the  Britifh  fenate, 
viz. "  That  the  terhper  of  the  times  did  not  juft  then  allow 
of  Union,  but  that  the  proportions  would  lay  the  foundation 
of  one  ;  and  that  in  lefs  than  twenty  years,  Ireland  herfelf 
would  be  the  fir  ft  to  promote   it.'*    The  ftatefman/  (hot 
with  the  philofopher*  through  along  and  perplexing  maze 
of  politics,  and  fixed  with  prophetic  accuracy  the  ptecife 
time  when  Union  tnuji  take  place  If  The  propofitions  theip- 
felves*   founded  on  that  uhftable  adjustment,  were  both  an 
acceletatifcg  and  a  producing  caufe  of  Union:  and  the  evils 
of  the  borough-conftitution>  fo  often  infifted  on  by  Mr. 
Cfattan,  and  fo  faithfully  detailed  by  his  eloquence ;  evils 
that  he  allures  us  have  exited  frbm  the  time  of  James  the 

K  firft 

♦  Lett,  de  ttmneftn  an  Jfeiq.  dtMbabeabi 

f  «  Haffsly  far  tha  wnrM,H  ft* •  Toe**  'm  hi*  X&kivu,  *  it  is  the 
prerogative  of  ftarkknoe  to  bring  food  fit  of  evil  Is*  mjfteem  years 
hence  new  lights  will  arife,  new  interest  and  connexions  will  be  formed ; 
and  it  is  not  improbable,  bat  chat  the  moft  violent  oppofers  of  a  real  Utm»t 
will  be  then  tha  nwft  asakws  to  promote  it.  At  fvdent,  an  alliance,  fach 
as  is  propofed  by  the  hill  now  depending,  may  be  tmjb  faid  to  hang  out 
JWft  aUmrt  to  both  nations/* 


\ 
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firft  to  the  prefcnt  hour ;  evils  that  not  glorious  independ- 
ence itfelf  hath  been  found  able  to  c?ure  ; — what  are  they 
but  fo  many  proofs  that  our  fyftem  is  radically  defective  ? 
proofs  that  a  reform  has  become  more  neceffary  now  than 
ever,  and  that  this  corrupt  fource  muft  be  cut  off;  proofs, 
damning  proofs,  that  we  are  not  very  well  as  we  are,  that 
we  arc  not  a  profperous  and  happy  people,  notwithftanding 
the  aflertiorf  of  that  gentleman's  now '  political  coadjutor. 
The  "  humours,"  as  the  poet  fays,  ?'  have  gathered  to  a 
gout,"  and  nothing  but  a  ftrong  medicine  can  expel  them: 

"  Into  the  cup  an  Union  will  we  throw;" 

and  if  that  (hall  not  do,  then  are  we  loft  indeed,  for  no- 
thing farther  remains  for  us.  €t  The  imperial  dependent 
Union,"  fays  Tucker  in  1785,  "has  proved  defc&ive:  the 
federal  or  free  Union  has  proved  defe&ive :  there  is  there- 
fore no  refource  now  left  us  but  a  real  or  incorporative 
Union.     That  or  feparation  muft  enfue."* 

Like  old  Abraham,  this  patriarch  of  politics  looked  for- 
ward '  to  the  promifed  day,  when  the  two  nations  fhould 
be  bleffed,  when  yudoh  Jhoutd  no  more  vex  Epbraim,  nor 
Epbraim  envy  Judab :'  for  that  Union  is  as  neceffarily  cer- 
tain, and  this  the  appointed  time  for  it,  as  any  political 
event  that  has  yet  happened  in  the  world,  has  proceeded 
from  any  moral  caufe  whatever. 

You,  My  Lord,  know  better  than  any  other  man,  that 
the  moft  advantageous  military  poll  muft  forrietimes  be 
abandoned,  and  that  the  movements  of  a  good' general 
will  frequently  be  determined  by  thofe  of  the  enemy.  Let 
11s  look  to  Europe  at  this  moment :  Jet  us  turn  our  eyes  on 
that  reftlefs  power  that  how  (hakes  the  world,  that  makes 
and  unmakes  fyftems,  and  inverts  all  the  eftablifhed  orders 

*  See  "  Dean  Tucker**  Arguments,**  edited  with  great  perfpicuity  and 
eloquence  by  the  very  learned  and  judicious  Do&or  Clarke. 
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of  war  and  of  peace,  and  of  polity.  While  that  power 
continues  adive,  and  convulfes  every  other,  what  ftate  (hall 
fay  to  it,  "  Hitherto  (halt  thou  go,  and  no  farther  ?"  Who 
fhall  affert  that  this  little  ifland  is  not  politically,  I  had 
almoft  faid  phyfically,  affeQed  by  the  (hocks  of  the  conti- 
nent ?  Or  that  (he  alone  can  efcape  the  general  convulfion  ? 
He  that  dreams  of  independent  (lability,  is  but  a  weak  poll-. 
tician;  and  in  a  former  pamphlet  on  this  fubje&  I  had  ob- 
fenred,  and  every  day  but  confirms  the  truth  of  it  more 
apd  more,  that  nevus  jam  nafcitwr  or  do,  that  a  new  order 
of  things  was  rUIng  on  the  world,  and  that  it  were  a  moral 
impoffibility  for  ibis  country  to  retain  her  prefent  form  of 
government,  unaffe&ed  by  the  ftate  of  her  neighbours. 
Though  we  have  no  a&uai  enemy  in  the  kingdom,  will  it 
be  laid,  that  the  principles  of  an  enemy  have  no  footing  in > 
it,  or  that  none  of  them  have  reached  your  fenate  ?  But 
this  is  a  painful  fubjed,  and  fitter  for  a  feparate  pamphlet 
than  fuch  a  work  as  this :  I  (hall  only  obferve  upon  it, 
that  to  me  it  appears,  that  fo  long  as  the  two  parliaments 
continue  diftind,  the  oppofitipn  without  will  flirt  with  the 
oppofition  within,  whofe  ambition,  for  they  are  men,  will 
always  have  ulterior  views.  ,  And  again,  that  whichever 
way  the  parliament  gees,  the  people  will  go  with  it:  for 
each  nation  mod  affuredly  will  follow  its  own  parliament^ 
What  then  is  the  refult  ?  Stptretim,  as  certain  as  caufe  and. 
effe&can  make  it.  If  ever,  therefore,  a  legiflative  Union 
was  more  expedient  at  one  time  than  another,  who  is  the 
man,  unwilling  to  incur  an  imputation,  thajt  will,  deny 
its  expedience  now  ? 

1  The  compaft  of  1 782  reminds  rue  of  that  other  corrt- 
ptft,  of  which  it  looks  as  if  it  had  been  the  copy,  «'  Hie 
eft  finis  et  concordia  inter  dpmjnum  regem  Apgliae,  Henri  - 
cum,  et  Rodicorum  regem  Cona&ae."     Both  adjuftments 
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■were  final,  and  both  have  had  an  mi,  \  But  the  Dean's  coo* 
eluding  obfervation  on  the  propofitions  will  form  a  proper 
conclufion  to  thefe  ftatements}  and  thofe  ^rho  would  wift| 
for  the  farther  opinion  oF  this  great  and  worthy  man*  I  refer 
to  the  whole  of  Doftor  Clarke's  excellent  pamphlet,  ef 
which  it  U  unneceflary  lo  quote  any  part,  as  \t  has  been) 
univerfalty  read  and  as  univerfally  admired. 

*'  A  real  Union  and  Incorporation  with  Ireland  U  cer- 
tainly a  mod  defirable  thing ;  but  according  to  the  prefent 
fituation  of  affairs,  and  menU  tempers  and  difpofitkw,  fbis 
is  an  event  more  to  be  wiftied  for  than  expefted.  Nerer- 
thelefs  when  many  of  thofe  obftacles,  which  now  appear  fa 
formidable,  (ball  be  fmoothed  by  the  lenient  hand  of  time, 
and  when  a  mutual  intercourfe  between  England  and  Ire- 
lane!  (according  as  above  defcribed)  (hall  confer  mutual  bc- 
aefitson  each  other;  it  will  then  be  found,  that  the  only 
thing  remaining  towards  compleating  the  commercial  and 
political  fyftem,  and  towards  giving  ftrength  and  fecurity, 
confidence  and  {lability  to  the  whole,  will  be  to  unite  under 
one  legislature,  to  form  one  parliament,  and  to  become 

ONE  PEOPLE."     (Tuderfs  Jti/bxhns.) 

Thus, 

f  How  hr  the  good  people  of  tbis  kingdom  conidered  the  arrangement 
#f  that  day  a  ctmfiittttim,  may  be  cofleded  fipm  the  following  f*99  wJnmr 
And*  on  record.  Wmta  two  yean  atathajfedT  sdjastsnene,  tit.  ontho 
flk  0/  Job*  x;84t  vo  have  an  aggregate  vetting  of  thefe  ceaftta&CH 
makers,  convened,  not  by  {«at  $f  draw,  bat  by  the  high  Jberiff  of  the  metro- 
polis, in.  due  and  fober  form,  for  the  purpofe  of "  addreflfog  and  petition- 
ing" HU  Majefty,  that  he  would  be  graciouffly  pleafed-— what  ?  to  «• <fif- 
folve**  the  very  parliament  that  had  given  independence  to  Ireland.  Tfcsa* 
Mmlvod  their  independenct  negatory;  and  came  to  a  fjpejfe  refetasjon  to 

Id,  not  an  independent  parliament,  for  it  was  found  that  woold  not  do  ; 
Ut,  %  "  national  congrtfs*'  on  the  15th  of  the  following  O&ober,  that 
mould"  deliberate,  digeft  and  determine  on  fuch  meafures  as  might  feem,  to. 
ftt*ar[th«  national  eongrefs]  moft  conducive  to  mJWUifk  the  €#nflstpt*asi  &m 
Ijmtt  and  ptrwumat  bans,  and  to  fecure  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  kingdom 
peace,  liberty,  and  fafety," 


bu 
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Thus,  My  Lord,  we  behold  ftatefmen  and  philosophers, 
wits,  fages,  and  patriots  literally  uniu  their  wifdom  and 
virtue  in  recommending  thfe  great  imperial  meafure;  which 
they  offer  to  us  in  their  matureft  deliberation,  as  the  heft 
mean  of  healing  all  differences,  find  naturalizing  us,  as  it 
were,  in  ode  common  bond  of  intereft  and  affection;  of 
giving  new  ftrength  and  refpeA  to  the  Britifh  power,  of  fe- 
curing  the  general  fafetv,  and  founding  the  duration  of  the 
empire  on  a  u  rock  invincible," 

I  cannot  conclude  thefe  papers  better  than  in  the  words 
of  the  greateft  of  men.  "  It  is  that  which  hath  not  in  itfelf 
any  manner  of  feeds  of  diicord  or  difynion,  other  thanfuch 
as  envy  and  malignity  lhall  fow,  $nd  which  groundeth  an 
Union,  not  only  indiflbtuUe,  but  alfo  moft  comfortable  and 
happy  amongft  the  people."    {Bfctm.) 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

(With  the  higheft  Efteem,) 

My  Lord. 

Your  Excellency's. 

moft  obedient 

Lows* 

po&ttT-sTfttrr,  and  moft  humble  ftrvant, 


June  5>  x*©o. 


THEOPHILUS  SWIFT, 


FINIS. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THOSE  who  cannot  be  convinced  of  any  thing 
by  argument,  willfneer  at  my  officious  and  imperti- 
nent zeal  in  obtruding  my/elf  on  the  attention  of  the 
public.  But  if  by  looking  at  my  country  boldly  in  the 
face9  at  all  its  interejls  and  all  its  dangers  9  I  car0B 
prevent  one  honeji  legiflator  wavering  from  the  line  of 
virtuous  duty,  the  reflection  of  contributing,  even  in 
a  f mall  degree »,  to  the  prefervation  and  the  comforts 
of  the  induftrious  part  of  the  community,  will  amply 
compenfate  for  what  I  have  the  vanity  to  hope  the 
reader  will  not  find  trite  and  common-placed  obfer* 
vat  ions. 


0 


V>v    ". 
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TO  TH* 


Merchants  and  Country  Gentlemen. 


>**MM*MNMPV»*~«»r~ 


/ 
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GfcNTLEMEN, 

X  O  agitate  the  public  mind  by  inflammatory 
invc&ve,  or  carry  iijto  public  or  private  life  g. 
fretful  and  vindi&ive  acrimony  towards  thofi? 
who  happen  tq  be  in  power,  would  be  at  all  times> 
but  mo*e  particularly  at  the  prefenj,  repug- 
nant to  jay  natural  difpofition,  and  my  love  for 
the  greafeft  of  all  earthly  bleffings,  domeftic 
jkace  and  national  fecurity. — However  from  the 
unbending  zeal  and  unccMing  perfeverance,  witl> 
which  the  fervants  of  the  crown  have  endeavour- 

• 

ed  to  reftore  a  tried,  convi&ed  and  condemned 
delinquent  to  the  confidence  of  their  fellow  fub- 
\t&$9  It  is  moft  evident  that  they  can  forefee  nei- 
ther inconvenience  to  theinfelvesff  nor  danger  to 

B  their 


their  country)  from  the  clofeft  inveftigation  of  fhe 
principles  by  which  they  may  be  fuppofed  to  be 
a&uated,  or  the  means  which  they  have  ufed  to 
effett  fo  definable  an  objed.  The  fupporters  of 
the  Union  have  at  leaft  one  merit,  in  which,  they 
certainly  have  a  confpicuous  advantage  over  all 
their  opponents,  in  their  unwearied  exertions  to 
recruit  their  levies— their  eagernefs  to  defend 
.and  to  propagate  their  prmciples-and  in  their 
attempts  to  demonftrate  their  fincerity  if  not 
by  the  founduefs  of  their  caufe,  at  leaft  by  fhew- 
ving  the  world  that  in  their  endeavours  to  carry 
their  favourite  meafure  into  execution,  they  were 
neither  deficient  in  courage  nor  cpnfiftency. 

All  circumftances  taken  together,  the  infatua- 
tion of  the  executive  governments  of  both  coun- 
tries  towards  Ireland  is  the  moft  fingular^ahd  ex- 
travagant— had  there  been  a  change  in  his  "Majef* 

ty's  councils,  and  had  the  new  men  on  whom  he 

•  •• 

Was  pleafed  to  repofe  his  confidence,  projefted 
the  renovation  or  the  new  conftru6U6n  of  the 
common  wealth — though  there  are  many  amongft 
you  who  might  poflibly  have  trertiMed  at  their 
boldnefs,  there  is  not  one  at  leaft  who  could  have 
-been  furprized  at  their  inconfiftency.  But  alas ! 
how  ftrangely  have  thefe  'minifters  perverted  in 
,themfelyes  and  in  thofe  who  attend  to  them*  all 
the  amiable  and  honoiirablie  chara&eriftics  of  the 
human  heart— have  they  not  for  thefe  laft  ten 
years  been  in  a  ftate  of  permanent  infurre&ion 

i  againft 


againft  every  man  who  profeffed  a  fpeculative  opi* 
nion  or  hazarded   a  fentiment  in  favor   of  the 
flighted  innovation  !— and  how  have  the  events  of 
the  day  appeared  to  demonftrate  the  propriety  of 
the  conduft  which  they  have  purfued — have  they 
not  broken  the  mail  endearing  friendships  to  wage 
eternal  war  againft  fpeculative  proje&s  ? — Have 
they  not  obtained  accumulated  honors,  and  the 
moft  lucrative  employments  in  both  countries* 
for  their  fuppofed  abhorrence  of  all  kinds  of  in- 
novation ? — And  have  they  not  fecured  the  confi- 
dence both  of  fovereign  and  of  fubjeft,  f<jr  their 
holy  and  pious  zeal  to  demonftrate,  that  a  fingle 
departure  from  the  wifdom  of  our  anceftors  would 
lead  to  the  annihilation  of  all  regular  govern- 
ment, and  'that  out  of  the  deftruttion  of  efta- 
bliftied  inftitution— « thofe  Theban  and  Thracian 
orgies  afred   with  fo  much  fuccefs    in  another 
country  were  fure  to  arife^-thefe  were  the  advan* 
tages  which  they  obtained— rand  thefe  the  prin- 
ciples which  they  uniformly  profeffed.  That  thefe 
men  ftjould  on  a  fudden  become  principal   per- 
formers in  the  fcenq  reprefenting  before  us,  muft 
fill  the  enlightened  and  benevolent  mind  with  thev 
moft  aflji&ing  fenfations,  and  furnifh  a  complete 
triumph  to  thofe  who  might  otherwife  he  fuppof- 
ed toinfult  them  without  caufe,  or  cenfure  thern 
without  proof. ^—  When  you,  the  industrious  and 
independent  part   of  the   community,  who  feel 
pnd  h^ve  felt  the  aftual  arrangement  of  the  ft^te 
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to  be  of  the  greateft  poffible  eftimatioh,  obferve 
this  conduQ:  in  the  fuppofed  fupporters  of  the  ef« 
tabliihed  order  of  your  own  country,  and  contem- 
plate the  frantic  freaks  and  the  odious  difregard 
of  the  inter  efts  of  the  human  fpecies,  on  the  p^rt 
of  thofe  in  another  country  who  have  afpired  to 
be  claffed  among  the  benefaftors  of  mankind— 
you  feem  to  me  to  have  no  other  alternative  than 
to  uphold,  if  you  can  uphold,  the  Conftittrfion 
of  out  fathers,  if  not,  to  feclude  yourfelves 
from  a  world  of  vice,  wickednefs  and  confufion, 
the  vi&ims  of  an  ufelefs  lamentation  and  unavail- 
ing forrow. 

Indeed  the  queftion,  Union  or  no  Union,  is  an 
awful  and  interefting  one  to  every  Jriihman,  Or 
Jhere  is  none  awful  and  interefting  at  this  fide  of 
the  grave*  It  is  better,  therefore,  to  be  con-. 
demncd  for  tfco  tremulous  zeal,  than  to  be  ruined 
by  too  confident  fecurity.  The  relative  interefts 
of  nations  widely  differ  fpom  the  fquabbling  poli-» 
tics  of  parties,  and  it  would  ill  become  us  to  be 
indolent  and  lazy  in  the  care  of  them,  or  from  3, 
noblenefs  of  mind  and  franknefs  of  character,  to 
wave  all  unworthy  fufpicion$.  If  the  fafety  of 
the  ftate  is  at  ftake,  we  cannot  exceed  in  forefight 
or  precaution  ;  and  as  our  conduct  on  fuch  o<> 
cafiohs  ought  to  be  influenced  by  arguments 
alone,  drawn  from  truth  and  reafon,  fo  thde 
arguments  ought  to  be  examined  in  proportion 
to  .the  importance  of  the  fubje$'.    Whefc  we  feirly 
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and  honcftly  conceive  an  injury  is  intended,  out 
duty  to  oppofe  it,  to  ijfe  a  geometrical  expref- 
fion,  fhould  be  in  a  compound  ratio  of  the  degree 
of  appearance,    and  the  greatnefs  of  the  evil 
which  is  threatened.     What  renders  the  re-intro- 
du&ion  of  this  meafure  peculiarly  calamitous  is, 
that  the  very  bed  men  in  the  country  are  afraid, 
in  the  prefent  cruel  and  critical  fituation  of  af- 
fairs, to  difcufa  it  fairly  and  frankly,  even  in  the 
bofom  of  their  private  families.     It  is  very  evi- 
dent,  however,  that  there  can  be  no  caufe  for 
this  extreme  prudence  ;  for  you  muft  either  fup* 
pofe,  what  you  will  not  willingly  credit,  that  the 
-deliberations  and  the  a&ions  of  your  rulers  are 
founded  on  a  ftrange  compound  of  crimes  and 
follies,  or  elfe  you  muft  conclude*  that  though 
you  are  engaged  in  a  moft  eventful  war,  and 
fcarcg  efcaped  from  the  horrors  of  civil  conflj$, 
yet  that  no  increased  danger,  no  poffible  inter- 
ruption to  national  tranquillity,  can  arife  from 
difcuffing,  nay  even  from  carrying  the  meafure 
into  complete  execution.     The  queftion  between 
us  is  (imply  this— Anewe  to  have  a  country  which 
we  can  call  our  own,  in  which  we  can  depofit 
our  own  hopes,  as  well  as  thofe  of  our  posterity, 
without  being  expofed  to  muffled  conspiracy  and 
eternal  war,  and  are  we,  without  any  opportu? 
nity  of  improving  our  condition,  retrieving  pur 
misfortunes,   recruiting  our,  finances,  perpetua- 
ting our  polity,  and  afie&ing  tfee  regeneration  of 
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our  common  country,  on  principles  ftriclty  con- 
stitutional, if  our  rulers  throw  afide  the  gri- 
mace of  hypocrify,  and  affume  the  attributes  and 
character  of  ftatefmen.  The  queftjon  is  not,  whe- 
ther  there  are  abufes  in  the  ftvate  ;  but  the  qiief- 
tipn  is,  are  we  to  have  at  a  ftate  all  ?  The  queltion 
,  is  not,  whether  thofe  in  power  are  virtuous  and 
wife,  but  the  queftion  is,  whether  we  are  to  have 
an  opportunity  of  calling  virtue  and  wifdom  to 
our  aid,  in  othef  times  and  in  a  more  favoured 
opportunity  ?  And  if,'  in  the  words  of  ar\  elor 
quent  writer,  commerce  and  the  arts  are  to  be 
facrificed  in  the  experiment,  to  try  how  a  country 
may  (land  by  the  fubverfion  of  eftablifhed  infti-* 
tutions,  what  fort  of  a  thing  mull  a  nation 
be,  of  grofs,  ftupid,  ferocious,  and  at  the  fame 
time,  poor  and  fordid  barbarians,  deftitute  of 
honour  and  manly  pride,  pofleffing  nothing  at 
prefent,  and  hoping  for  nothing  hereafter. 

Say  or  think  what  they  will,  thefe  rulers  can- 
not fepafate  their  fortunes  from  our  own.  If  they 
are  the  promoters  of  great  national  misfortunes, 
they  and  their  children  will  in  the  courfe  of  na- 
ture and  of  time,  be  involved  in  the  confequences 
which  thofe  calamities  may  occafion*  It  can  be 
of  little  ufe  to  obtain  power  and  emolument  by 
the  fale  of  national  honour  and  individual  cha- 
racter, if  they  cannot  include  a  fecure  and  quiet 
enjoyment  to  themfelves  and  their  pofteriiy  of  the 
purchafe  they  have  made.  To  fecure  their  here- 
ditary 


ditary  patrimony  and  the  earnings  of  their  indivi- 
dual iftdu'ftry  by  wifdom  and  by  virtue,  is  far 
preferable  than  to  grafp  at  any  hoftors  which  the 
crown  can  confer,  or  the  wealth  which  the  trea- 
fury  can  beftow,  and  hold  thejii  with,  a  troubled 
confeience  and  the  tenure  of  the  fword.  The  ru- 
mour t>f-  the  day  certainly  is,  that  ari  Union  is  to 
be  carried  at  all  events  and  under  all  inconveni- 
ences, but  as  I  cannot  readily  accede  to  every 
vulgar  report,  fol  muftbe  excufedfor  conceiving 
it  poffible  that  any  meafiire  could  be  pafled  againft 
the  councils  of  the  wife,  the  arguments  of  the 
moderate  and  the  irilreaties  of  the  humane— it  it 
therefore  that  I  think  it  of  the  laft  importance  to 
ihew,  that  every  frefh  occurrence  abroad  and  at 
fiome,  fmce  the  queftion  was  laft  difcuffed,  affords 
the  ftrongeft  arguments  againft  the  projeft,  and 
that  there  is  not  the  fmalleft  ground  for  changing 
the  opinion  which  we  gave  at  the  commencement 
of  the  former  year,  that  an  Union  was  calculated 
to  ftrike  a  fatal  blow  againft  the  property  and 
the  perfoffs  of  all  the  various  inhabitants  of  this 
great  and  profperous  toivn^  and  of  confequence  to 
have  a  baneful  and  deadly  influence  on  the  whole 
community.  For  of  all  the  propofitions  which 
have  ever  been  attempted  to  be  maintained  thai:  > 
which  is  intended  to  demonftrate— that  a  mea- 
fure  which  is  calculated  to  injure  a  great  and 
profperous  metropolis,  and  which  whilft  it  is  ope- 
rating th'at   injury,  is  infenfibly   cdntra&ing  the 
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means,  by  which  great  cities  may  be  raifed- 
be  (^advantageous  to  the  particular  member^  with- 
out being  difadvantageous  alfo  to  the  community 
at  large,  Teems  to  me  the  mod  monftrous  that 
'  ever  was  impofed  on  the  credulity  of  the  moft 
diftempered  imagination. 
On  prin-      That  the  intereft  of  the  City  of  Dublin  fhould 
political   cver  be  abftra&ed  from  the  general  intereft  of  Ire* 
ttcono-    land,  is  to  me  as  extraordinary  as  that  anyhoneft 
Dublin,"  reflefting  Irilhman  could  ever  be  induced  to  ap* 
in  com-    plaud  the  wifdom  of  the  meafure.    It  has  been 
the  reft  of  ftrongly  relied  on  in  various  publications,  that  the 
Ireland,    partial  evil  to  Dublin  by  an  Union,  will  be  fully 
r  in"urcd    compenfated  by  the  general  good.    The  firft  fub- 
je£fc  for  argument  now  is,  that  a  Union  is  not  on- 
ly calculated  to  deprefs  this  city  ;  but  that  it  is 
calculated  to  deprefs  and  prevent  the  .exaltation  of 
any  other  part  of  the  nation  to  the  extent  it  might 
otherwife  be  advanced — a  great  metropolis  inftead 
of  being  the  effeft  may  be  confidered  to  be  the 
caufe  of  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  the 
country.    There  are  fome  countries  more  than 
others  in  which  (from  exifting  circumftances  arif- 
ing  out  of  ancient  inftitutions  or  inveterate  ha- 
bits,) it  is  peculiarly  neceffary  to  avoid  any  expe*- 
ricnent  which  might  impede  the  growth  of  their 
great  cities— and  of  all  the  countries  in  Europe, 
Ireland  is  that  country  which  ought  to  be  moft 
cautious.     Itjis  to  be  remembered  that  even  under 
the  exifting  connexion  there  is  a  calamitous  pro- 
pen  fit  y 


penfity  in   our  great  proprietors  to  emigrate  to 
England  ;  and  until  it  can  be  (hewn  that  the  una- 
voidable abfence  of  three  or  four  hundred  of  the 
firft  families  and  fortunes  in  Ireland  mull  necefia- 
rily  diminifh  the  evil,  I  have  a  right  to,  affume 
that  an  Union  is  not  only  calculated  to  create  but 
to  encourage  emigration.    Great  proprietors  ne- 
ver  are  conftant  rcfidents  in  the  country  parts  of 
any  nation,  and  very  rarely,  great  cultivator?. 
Ther£  -is  no  proportion  in  Ireland  between  the 
great  proprietors  and  thofe  of  moderate  fortunes- 
Wc  have  not  the!  means  of  ascertaining  the  precife 
proportion ;  but  that  an  hnmenfe  proportion  of 
the  landed  property  of  the  country  is  in  the 
hands  of  great  proprietors  is  univerfally  allowed 
—~ if  the  landed  property  of  Ireland  watt  general- 
ly diffufed  atrfong  fmall  proprietors   or   men  of 
middling  condition,  the  preferit  argument  would 
loofe  confiderably  in  its  weight:  for  fmall  pro- 
prietors who  know  every   part  of  their  territory 
view  it  with  all  the  afFe&ion  which  property  natu- 
rally infpires,  they  cannot  be  allured  to  abandon 
the  cheering  and  invigorating  induftry  of  the 
country  fox  the  floth  and  lazinefs  of  towns— 
they  are  of  all  improvers  the  mod  intelligent, 
the'moft  induftrious. and  the  moil  fuccefsful,  and 
the  moft  likely  to  veil   the  rents  arifing  out  of 
their  fully  improved  lands  in  fotne  branches  of 
manufa&ures.    'But  great  proprietors  from  their 
education  and  their  habits,  are  rarely  axidi&etf  to 
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great  induftry.  Their  motive  i$  to  make  their 
lives  pleafant  without  caring  to  make  them  ufe- 
ful.  They  have  no  bounds  to  expence,  becaufethey 
have  no  bounds  to  their  vanity,  or  the  value  they 
let  upon  their  comforts  or  their  luxuries :  they 
cannot  live  out  of  large  and  populous  cities,  be* 
caufe  thefe  cities  are  the  feat  of  poliflied  fociety — 
the  nature  pf  men  is  intricate  and  the  obje&s  of 
fociety  of  the  greateft  poflible  complexity*  If/ in 
the  infirmity  of  that  nature  we  often  convert  the 
molt  imaginary  ejyils  into  infuperable  calamities ; 
are  we  to  entertain  no ,  apprehenfions  from  real 
evils  themfelyes  ?  That  many  great .  proprietors 
by  refiding  in  another  nation  (hew  that  they  can* 
not  enjoy  the  pleafure  of  poliflied  fociety  in  their 
own,  is  a  Efficient  misfortune — fcall  we  then  adopt 
a  meafure  particularly  calculated  to  encreafe  the 
number  of  abfentees,  as  well  as  to  render  thofe 
difpofed  to  remain  difgufted  and  difcontented 
with  their  country — is  it  ferioufly  to  be  contend- 
ed that  the  abfolute  unavoidable  neceffity  of  tranf* 
porting  three  pr  four  hundred  perfons  of  the 
greateft  fortunes  and  not  the  leaft  cultivated  man- 
ners,  will  not  narrow  the*  fphere  of  poliflied  fo- 
ciety, or  {hall  it  be  afferted  that  fuch  a  tranfpor- 
tation  is  not  likely  to  make  their  old  intimates  of 
equal  fortunes  conceive  at  load  they  havejuftain- 
ed  a  lofs,  and  encourage  perfons  who  might  not 
otherwife  form  an  idea  of  the  kind,  to  imagine, 
that  thofe  who  have  abandoned    Dublin  have 
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found  in  London  a  more  pleafant  and  agneeable 
foctety  ?  Here  then  we-  leave  the  individuals  fent 
to  tranfafit  the  bufinefs  of  the  nation  and  the  mo- 
ney  they  draw  for  their  fupport  out  of  the  <juef- 
tion.    Is  there  np  danger  to  b6  apprehended  from 
Folly,  from  fafhion,  from  ignorance,  from  exam- 
pie  on  minds  reftrained  by  no  tie  and  prefcribed 
by  no  regulation  ?  Is  it  to  be  gravely  contended, 
that  the  different  modes  of  thinking  prevalent 
amongftmen,  the  infinite  and  obfcure  combina- 
tion of  their  ideas  which  often  originate  in  prin* 
ciples  falfe  in  themfelves,  but  dear  to  them  who 
adopt  them,  are  to  have  no  influence  in  unnerve 
ing  the  arm  of  the  fpeculatift — (hall  it  be  faid 
that;  new  inftitutions  are  not  likely  to  create  new 
prejudices ;    or  is  it  gravely  to  be  maintained 
that  when  a  provincial  dependency  is  fubftituted 
for  national  government,  that  the  ties  and  princi- 
ples which  bind  us  to   our  country,  and  which 
ate  fo  interwoven  with  long  habits  of  thinking 
ourfelvies  at  leaft  a  feparate  and  independent  peo^ 
pie,    that  the  one  cannot  be   deftroyed  without 
the  complete  deftru&ion  of  the  other,  will  not 
not  neceffarily  be  torn  up  and  eradicated  from  the 
human  heart ! 

Is  it  then  prudent  to  give  the  great  proprietors 
of  Ireland  caufe  for  feeling  and  perceiving  that 
they  have  not  the  advantage  of  poliflied  fociety  to 
the  extent  they  had  before  the  Union  ?    Nay,  is 
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it  wife,  by  every  years  experience,  to  ftiew  them 
jthat   the  ftate  of  fociety  in  Ireland  is  growing 
worfe  and   worfe.     To  oppofe  the  meafure,  in 
mercy  to  this  clafs  of  our  countrymen,  would  be 
jo  take  a  confined  and  narrow  view  of  the  quef- 
tion.     Thofe  who  would  take  the  trouble  to  num- 
ber the  great  proprietors  who  conftantly  or  occa- 
fionally  refide  in  Dublin,  who  would  count  the 
jiumber  of  hands  which  are  employed  in   admi- 
niftering  to  their  wants  and  fupplying  them  with 
luxuries  or  comforts,  fo  as  to  eftimate  the  num-  ' 
frers  who  may  b^  thrown  out, of  employment  by  / 
by  thefe  proprietors  changing  their  rcfidence  to 
England,    thofe  who  can  eftimate  the  reaction 
of  thefe  ills,  occafioned  by  the  depreflion  of  this 
town  on  *  the  country,  by  which  its  inhabitants 
are  fuppljed  with  the  means  of  fubfiftence,  can 
alone  properly  eftimate  the  mifery  and  mifchief 
which  mpft  be  occafioned  by  this  meafure,     To 
take  any  individual  of  large  fortune,  and  enu- 
merate his  dependents,  and  then  calculate  the  va- 
rious means  by  which  various  individuals  derive 
their  fubfiftence  through  him,  is  a  familiar  illus- 
tration of  this  argument ;  but  the  evils  from  the 
abfenee  of  a  number  of  thefe  individuals  on  the 
great  ma\iufa£turing   houfes,   are  not  eafily  or 
readily  perceived.  '  AH  the  dependant  branches 
fall  with  the  fupporting  trunk.  The  drain  of  the 
capital  of  tl)efe    proprietors  will  try  the  bone 
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and  fearch  the  marrow  of  every  manufacturer, 
whofe  misfortunes  will  recoil  on  a  large  portion 
of  the  labouring  clafs  of  the  community  ;  for  as 
the  calamity  defcends  through^  the  fubordinate 
clafs,  the  vi&ims  will  become  more  numerous, 
though  lefs  diftinguifhed,  until  the  whole  com- 
munity finks  unde  the  preffure  of  thofe  inevita- 
ble misfortunes* 

A  rebellion  madly  commenced,  and  a  war 
rafhly  undertaken,  may  have  occafioned  great 
temporary  inconveniences :  but  a  train  of  fortu- 
nate occurrences  may  reftore  complete  peace,  and 
and  the  viftory  of  a  day  may  compenfate  the  de- 
feat of  years.  For  inftance,  Sparta,  which  was 
fo  oft£n  harrafled  by  the  arms  of  neighbouring, 
powers,  was  always  feen  to  rife  more  formidable 
from  oppreffion,  and  the  celebrated  defeat  of 
Cannae,  only.infpired  the  Romans  with  greater 
courage.  But  the  flighted  errors  in  civil  polity, 
are  capable  of  producing  the  mod  deftruftive 
and  permanent  evils.  Slighter  caufes  than  the  re- 
volution in  their  governments  have  occafioned 
the  downfall  of  cities  and  the  ruin  of  Rates.  How 
the  morals  of  the  people  can  be  ameliorated,  and 
their  manners  improved,  by  depriving  them  of 
an  imercourfe  with  the  higher  orders  of  the  flate; 
how  the  donieftic  trade  of  a  nation  can  be  en- 
creafed  by  fending  its  greateft  and  richeft  <onfu- 
fners  tp  a  diftant  country,  and  how  a  nation  at 
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That        large  can  be  enriched  by  remitting  its  wealth  to 

not  bc°bc-  frpP0*1  ^e  number  (he  has  made  it  neceflary  to 
»c6tcd  by  emigrate — are  yet  to  be  proved  ?  No,  no,  de- 
liNtoN.  pen^  Up0n  ;t  t{jat  jn  political  economy,  the  metro- 
polis of  a.  country,  is  to  the  country  at  large— - 
what  in  the  admirable  economy  of  human  life, 
the  heart  is  to  the  reft  of  the  human  fyftem.  That 
as  the  latter  by  its  alternate  contra&ion  and  dila- 
tion and  by  being  that  part  of  the  fyftem  from 
whence  all  the  arteries  arife,  and  in  which  all 
the  veins  terminate,  is  the  chief  inftrument  of 
the  circulation  of  the  blood  and  the  principle  of 
life— fo  the  former  by  prefenting  a  ready  market 
the  moft  improved  produce  of  every  kind  in  the 
nation,  and  by  returning  in  exchange  the  moft 
Improved  manufactures,  gives  life,  energy  and 
motion  to  the  whole  community. 

It  is  riot  very  difficult  to  forefee  the  ohje&ions 
which  may  be  made  by  thofe  who  may  be  un- 
willing to  acknowledge  the  truths  which  are  here 
attempted  to  be  enforced— -they  will'firft  contend 
that  the  argument  drawn  from  emigration  is 
founded  on  affertion  and  therefore  ought  to  fall 
to  the  ground — you  are  the  jurors  impannelled 
to  tind  the  verdift.  Secondly,  though  for  the 
purpofe  of  argument  they  will  admit  the  faft  of 
encreafed  emigration,  yet  they  will  contend  that 
t)ublin  might  be  injured  and  the  reft  of  the  coun- 
try might  be  ferved  ;  aftd  that  if  there  are  emi- 
grants of  one  kind  from   Ireland,  there  will  be 
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others  of  a  different  kind  from  Engtandy  and 
that  the  great  jncre&fe  of  manufeftures-andthc 
tranfportation  ,of  capitals  will  more  than  fupera* 
bundantly  counteract  the  mifchief  refulting  out 
of  the  remittance  of  the.re&td  of  land.     This  is 
the  language  holden  by  fotoe.  of  the  merchants 
of  Ireland*  Wh$t  fty  they^&re  your,  great  proprie- 
tors to  us ;  withi  expenses , greater  than  their  In* 
comes,   how  often  do,  they  ruin  ihe  fradefmea 
whom  they  (houjd  cherifh*   In  their  refpiftive  efc 
tates,  thefe  proprietors  do  no  good  :  in  the  capital 
they  do  much  r^ifchipf — and  it  is  thus  thatf  Jthofe 
who  are[  under  the  delufion  of  the  fprirtg  and  elaf- 
ticity  tq  be  derived  from  an  Union  to  coramer* 
cial  intercourse  are  enraptured  with  the  ideas,  of 
exchanging  the  great  and  inactive  for  *he  men 
chant  and  the  inAuftrious*  l  It-  is  a  very  common 
mode  pf. arguing  this  queftion  to  write  hiftories 
on  tfye  caprice  of.  commerce,  and.  the  fearching 
eye  .which  (he  hfts-for  an  advantageous  fituation— 
it  i?  feid  that<Briftc>l  has  declined  in  trade  and  that 
Liverpool  has  raifed  itfelf  on  the  ruins  of  Briftol, 
without  the  fljghtgft  inconvenience  to  England  t 
an4  thjrt  therefore  the  trade  of  Dublin  might  be 
removed  to  Corft without  any  itfjufy  whatevier  to 
Ireland  .But  as  it  cannot  be  (hewn,  that  the  decline 
of  Briftol  was  occasioned  by  great  operating  caufes 
of  national  ruin,  there  is  no  analogy  whatever  be- 
tween the  two  cafes.  But  how  jftQork  to  be  exalted 
in  a  far  greater  proportion  than  DubUn  isdeprefied 
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That  —one  would  imagine  from  the  noife  made  in  the 
i^bcbe-  ^or^of  the  great  advantage -of  the  meafure  to 
nefited  by  Cork,  that  there  was  fome  incomprehenfible  fpell 
Un  ion*  ^y.  which  the  produce  of  thefe  iflands  might  be 
inftantaneoufly  rolled  to  Eafl  and  Weft,  and  by 
thfe  means  of  which  the  great  articles  of  the  com- 
merce of  thefe  countries  might  be  conveniently 
lodged  in  the  ftores  of  the  merchants  of  Lon- 
don ?  Indeed  I  do  not  recoiled  among  the  pro- 
mifed  advantages  to  Cork;  that  a  portion  of  the 
trade  to  the  Eaft  has  been  included  :  though  the 
Direftors  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  have  fpent 
rftillions  in  making  the  port  and  city  of  London 
the  depot  of  Eaft  India  produce,  tnough  London 
is  admirably  calculated  for  re-exporting  the  pro- 
duce of  both  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies  to  the  conti- 
nent and  Northern  parts  of  Europe,  and  is  fpe- 
cifically  mentioned  in  the  lately  renewed  charter 
as  the  only  port/for  the  trade  to  the  Eaft— yet  it 
is  fomewhat  Angular  indeed  that  the  advantage  of 
that  trade  is  not  mentioued  among  the  other  be- 
nefits which  Cork  is  to  derive  from  this  meafure. 
Then  we  come  to  the  trade  to  the  Weft  Indies r:-  in 
this  Cork  h  to  carry  every  thing  before  it.  '  but 
how  is  the  trade  to  the  Weft  Indies  carried  oh  at 
prefent  ?  The v  merchant  of  Cork  receives  the 
contrad  for  provisions,  he  executes  that  contract : 
and  whatever  profit  he  makes,  is  an  increafe  toliis 
,  capital,  and  is  afterwards  employed  in  extending 
hi*  mercantile  purfuits.    The  money  he  gives  for 

thofe 


thofe  provifiom,  and  his  own  profit,  center  in  the 

country  ;  but  let  us  have  the  Union,  and  what 

will  be  our  boafted  advantages.     A  partner  or  a 

clerk  in  an  Englifti  houfe  will  be  fent  over  to  buy 

the  provifions  himfelf,  cure  them  and  fhip  them, 

fet  off  at  the  end  of  the  feafon,  and  thus  deprive 

the  regular  merchant  and  the  country  of  the  fair 

profit  which  now  remains  in  it  after  the  contract 
is  executed*    •  ~ ;    . 

But  fay  the  advocates  for  the  Uhian^  that  n  % 
moft  wretched  mode  of  confidering  the  bufiaefs. 
It  is  the  capital  which  will  be  tratifported  .that 
will  effeft  fuch  miracles  at  Cork.     I  do  not  feel 
pleafant  in  troubling  you  with  that  very,  trite ; ar- 
gument of  Mr.  Pitt's,  that  let  the  fituation  pf  Ire- 
land be  ever  fo  much  more  convenient  for  .an; in; 
,  tercourfe  with  the  Weft  Indies,  yet  certainty  tk^it 
a  circuitous  navigation  through  the  Itifh  ports  to 
England,  could  by  no  means,  he  .fo  beneficial  as  a 
direft  navigation  to  the  EnglHh, ports ;.  n6r  could 
the  direft  navigation  to  England  be  performed  to 
greater  advantage  by  the  Irilh  thaft'the  Englifh 
merchants;  andevenif.it  could,  the  direft  na- 
vigation is  at  this  hour  in  the  power  of  the  Irifti* 
ftai  it  may  befaid,  that  although  trjje  it  is«  that 
Cork  might  ,not  be  an  emporium  for  England  yet 
the  may  be  a  depot    from  whence  the  Britifh 
merchant  may  f apply  his  other  markets.     Is  fuch 
nohfenfe  to  be  tolerated,   as  that  every  Englifh 
ftip  which  is  to  fail  for  the;Baluc>or,  th.e  X-eyant, 
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and  whofe  cargo  is  compofed  of  innumerable 
commodities,  muft  come  round  to  Cork  to  take 
in  Weft  India  produce.  O  !  but  ftill  great  capital 
is  to  go  to  Cork  to  be  put  into  the  trade  to  the 
Weft-  Indies.  Are  we  to  clofe  our  eyes  and  re- 
main totally  ignorant  of  the  occurrences-of  the 
world.  During  the  war  it  is  poffible  that  we  may 
almoft  confider  this  trade  a  monopoly.  But  the 
Union  is  to  be  permanent,  the  war  only  tempo- 
rary. Even  in  war  we  have  found  that  the 
French,  through  the  medium  of  neutral  bottoms, 
have  been  able  to  fend  in  a  large  fupply  of  fugar 
to  Hamburgh,  and  difturb  very  much  the  fate  of 
Britifti  Weft  India  produce  on  the  continent.— 
But  I  think  it  (lands  allowed  on  all  hands,  that 
our  trade  to  the  Weft  Indies  muft  confiderably 
diminifh  every  hour  from  the  time  peace  is  con- 
cluded* The  .very  valuable  and  fertile  ifland  of 
St.  Domingo  will  give  the  French  not  only  enough 
to  fupply  their  own  wants,  but  to  vie  with  us  in 
the  different  markets  of  the  world.  If  the  trade 
to  the  Weft  Indies  could  be  encreafed  by  our  en- 
creaiing  the  number  of  Dur  Weft  India  iflands, 
we  might  draw  fome  confolation  from  our  acqui- 
sitions during  the  prefent  war.  But  what  avail 
our  captures  when  a  confiderable  part  of  Jamaica 
that  might  be  cultivated,  has  never  yet  been 
turned  to  advantage.  The  great  difficulty  of  car- 
riage renders  it  impoffible  to  make  fugars  or  rum 
at  a  greater  diftance  from  the  fea  than  ten  or 
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twelve  miles*    None  of  our  iflands  have  great  ri- 
vers  running  through  them  on  whofe  banks  thofe 
commodities  might  be  produced.     Light  articles 
may  be  brought  from  the  remoteft  parts,  but  thofe 
heavy  articles  muft  be  cultivated  near  the  fea  coaft. 
The  yant  of  thofe  rivers  deprives  the  planters  of 
thefe  mills  which  are  of  the  greateft  advantage  in 
the  cultivation  of  the  cains,  and  fpr  which  wind- 
mills,  cattle  mills,  &c.  are  a  precarious  and  mod: 
expenfiye  fub.ftitute.     But  in  St*  Domingo  there 
are  large  rivefs  which  render  this  ifland  moft  va- 
luable indeed  .   It  can  have  its  banks  cultivated : 
it  can  fend  its  produce  down  thefe  rivers  for  exr 
portation,  and  it  is  therefore  thatwehavereafon  to 
apprehend,  that  in  time  of  peace,  the  French  will 
engrafs  a  large  portion  of  that  trade,  of  which  at 
prefent  we  certainly  have  a  fpecies  of  monopoly. 
The  wants  of  mankind  are  limited.     Befides,  if 
all  the  accounts  from  Egypt  are  not  extremely 
exaggerated,  it  is  fvirely  not  impoflible  but  that  it 
might  fupply  the  eaftern  part  of  Europe  with 
many  articles  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  Weft  India 
produce.     It  is  to  be  remembered,  that  the  trade 
of  thewbrld  is  forced  at  prefent  from  its  natural 
channel.     By  having  the  dominion  of  the  leas, 
we  have  a  great  comparative  advantage  dver  our 
enemies.  But  in  peace  the  trade  of  the  worldmuft 
defcend  to  its  proper  level ;  and  as  the  Englifh 
merchant  can  now,  when  his  trade  to  the  Weft 
Indies  is  poffibly  at  its  greateft  height,  carry  it 
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6n  without  ever  carting  his  eyes  on  Cork  ;  it  is 
*         fparce  probable  that  he  would  difcover  this  want 
of  fituation,  when  his  trade  was  in  a  ft&te  of  di- 
minutioiT.    For  unlefs  we  canimagihe  the  French 
iflands,  when  peace    arrives,    "What  the^  never 
were  before,  worfe  governed  tlian  the  Englifh 
colonies,  and   unlefs  we  can  entertain  the  idea, 
that  France  herfelf  is  not  well  fituated   for  fo-: 
reign  commerce,  and  ta#ed  far  beyond  England, 
we  mud  neceffarily  pdmit  that  the  competition 
of  the  merchants  of  that  country  will  confiderably 
diminifh  the  Britifli  tradp  to  the  Weft  Indies. 
From   all  thefe  circumftances,  I   think  we  are 
warranted  in  concluding  that  the  trade  to  the 
Weft  Indies  is  rather  calculated  to  diminifh  gra- 
dually, than  to  encreafe  rapidly  :    and  that  the 
emigration  of  capitalifts  from  England  to  Ireland, 
to  carry  on  this  trade,  is  one  of  the  wildeft  chi- 
meras that  ever  entered  the  head  of  man.     We. 
have  now  (hewn  thpt  Dublin  may'  moft  likely  be 
ruined,  that  Cork  cannot  be  ferved.     It  is  now 
incumbent  on  us  to  prove  that  no  other  part  of 
thfe  kingdom  can  commercially  be  benefited- 
That  no        We  are  agreed  on  all  fides  that  an  increafe  of, 
Ireland     capital  is  effential  to  an  increafe  in  the  productive, 
and  that    powers  of  labour.  The  difference  between  us  now 
mJe^r9  is,  whether  there  is  anything  in  Union  calculat- 
manufac-  ed  to  open  new  fources  of  trade,  from  the  fav- 
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Ireland     mSs  or  w"lch  we  may  encreale  our  own  capital, 
can  bt  be-  or  whether  there  is  any  thing  in  an  Union,  fuppo- 
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ling  it  to  take  place,  that  muft  rteceffarily  oeesr 
fion  a  tranfportatiorf  of  capital  to  4ny  part  of  Irer 
land.     As  for  the   trade  .of.  the  world  (except 
the  Eaft  Indies),  we   have  the   fame  liberty  as 
any   other    nation    whatever;    and    as   for  the 
trade  to  the  Britifh  market,  we   have  as  much 
of  it  as  is  neceflary  for  ourpurpofes.     Under  all 
r  the  circumftances  of  England  and  of  Europe,  it  h 
clear  to  my  under  (landing,  that  if  an  Union  could, 
occafioi*  the  tranfportation  of  capital  to  be  veiled 
in  any  bufinefs  fa  any  part  of  Ireland,  that  the 
meafure    never    'would    be  adopted*      Sunk  as 
England  is,  in  debt,  and  with  jmmenfe  drains 
from  her  national  capital,  tfre  revulfion  of  capi- 
tal from  one  trade  to  be  put  in  another,  much* 
more  from  country  to  country,  could  leaft  be  ad-- 
mitted  in  times  of  peril  and  emergency.  The  re- 
moval of  capital  from  one  bufinefs  to  another,  is 
attended  with  great  temporary  lofs.     If  the  ex*; 
ift^nce  of  England  depends  on  the  filent  and  Hea- 
dy operation  of  induftry  through  all  its  regular 
and  ordinary  channels,  is  it  likely  that  the  pre- 
fent  minifter,  who  muft  reckon  on  laying  on  new 
taxes  every  year,  would  throw  bbftacles  in  his 
own  way,  or  impede  the  progrefs  of  a  machine, 
on  the  regular  evolutions  of  which,  the  fafety  of 
the  empire  at  this  moment  depends \ ,   An  Union 
is  not  only  recommended  on  account 'of  the  inef- 
timable,  but  the  immediate  advantages  which  it 
muft  extend  to  Ireland.     Now  fuppofing  it  mod. 
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true,  that  the  liberality  of  England,  in  permitting 
the  tranfportation  of  her  capital,  arifes  from  the 

N  certainty  of  being  able  to  controul  its  application  ; 
and  fecondjy,  from  her  having  the  means  at  any 
time,  by  a  vote  of  the  legiflature,  to  tax  that  ca- 
pital when  it  becomes  produ&ive  j  yet  what  eco- 
nomift  will  contend,  that  it  will  not  be  many 
years  after  it  is  tranfported,  and  funk  in  machi- 
nery,  buildings,  &c.  before  it  can  give  the  indivi- 
duals who  fend  it,  much  lefs  the  ftate  which  fane* 
tions  its  being  fent,  an  accruing  profit  or  advan- 
tage—I a{k  therefore  any  man  to  put  his  hand  on 
his  heart,  and  anfwer  yes  or  no ;  does  he  in  his 
conscience  believe  that  after  the  horrid  fcenes 
which  have  happened  in  Ireland— -the  notorious 
difafFe&ion  of  many,  the  indignation  of  all  at  an 
Union ;  the  unfettled  ftate  of  human  affairs  over 
the  world,  and  the  certainty  of  this  capital  fup* 
poling  it  transferred,  not  producing  for  years, 
that  Mr.  Pitt  would  not  be  a  vile  and  unprinci*- 
pled  enemy  to  England,  ground  down  by  a 
difaftrous  war,  if  he  fuffered  an  Union  to  be  car- 
ried into  execution,  if  the  capital  of  England  was 
neceflarily  to  be  tranfported  to  this  country*  We 
want  no  fuperior  difcemment  to  fee  through  thefe 
clumfy  frauds,  we  require  not  to  contemplate  the 
obftinacy  with  which  tbe%  meaftire  is  perfevered 

vin,  we  need  only  require  to  obferve  the  fitua- 
tion  of  England  herfelf  to  have  our  minds  per- 
fectly enlightened  on  this  part  of  the  fubjeQ: — and- 

yet 


23 

yet  it  is  "  Br itifh  capital  "  to  ufe  the  words  of  a 
learned  Englifh  prelate  "  which  will  convert  our 
bogs  into  'fields  covered  with  finiling  harvefts, 
which  will  cover  our  barren  .mountains  with  cat- 
tie,  which  will  work  our  mines  and  colleries, 
ami  unite  the  nVoft  diftant  parts  df  the  country 
with  canals,  which  will  extend  the  old  fburces  of  , 
wealth  and  ftrike  out  new  ones '  and  render  the 
pec(ple  of  Ireland,  now  poor  and  discontented, 
rich,  induftrious  and  happy/* 

Heu  quam  drffidh  eft  crimen  non  p'rodere  vultu. 

Ovid. 

Let  us  now  confider  this  fiibjeft  in  another 
in  another  point  of  view — unlefs  it  is  conceded 
that  in  England  every  branch  of  manufa&ure  is 
impfoved  to  an  extreme  degree  ;  every  field  pro- 
perly cultivated  and  every  man  fufficiently  com- 
fortable and  happy — it  cannot  be  denied  but  that 
every  guinea  which  is  tranfported  to  this  .part  of 
the  incorporate  kingdom  is  a  proportionate  lofs  to 
the  induftrious  Englifh — if  this  argument  is  well 
founded — it  is  mod  evident  that  thofe  who  in 
England  fupport  an  Union,  go  much  further  to 
advance  the  interefts  of  Ireland,  than  the  moft 
over-heated  Trifh  patriots  ever  thought  of  pro- 
ceeding:. The  former  from  neceflity  are  contented 
to  ameliorate  .the  condition  of  the  lrifti  by  dimi- 
nifliing  the  comforts  of  the  Englifh.  Whereas  thcr  * 
latter  certainly  only  pxofeffed  to  improve  Ireland 
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by  making  the  means  of  their  country  fublci*-^ 
vienuo  that  end.   t  ■    ' 

.    But  why  have  the  great  mafs  of   the   peo- 
ple of  England  been  indifferent  on  this  occafion. 
Have  they  been  chara&erifed  by  an  eafy  and  com- 
plying nature  where  £he  interefts  of  the  two  coun- 
tries were  fuppofed  to  clafli  ?  Their  indifference 
muft:  arife  from  one  another  of  thefe  caufes.  Either 
becaufe  their  country  has  no  capital  to  fpare  from 
its  own  induftry,  and  if  it  had  Ireland  is  one  of 
the  laft  countries  in  Europe  to  which,  it  would 
find  its  way,  or  becaufe  there  are  the  fame  em- 
ployments for  capital  in  England  that  there  could 
be  in  Ireland,    and  as  both  iflands  are  to  be 
fubjefled  to  the  fame  fuperintending  legiflature, 
Capitalifts  may  as  well  be  fubjett  to   that  cohtrol 
in  their  own  nation,  parifh  or  city,   as  go  travel- 
ing through  the  "empire  for  a  new  advantageous 
fituation  and  become  outcafts  for  the  paltry  gain 
of  one  or  two  per  cent.,  and  that  all  things  be- 
ing otherwife  equal,  the  partiality  for  their  na- 
tive foil  muft  naturally  prevail.  That  in  any  cafe 
no  danger  can  be  apprehended  from  the  meafure. 
Believe  jne  that  men  will  reafon  ferioufly  and 
think  cautioufly  before  they  will  tranfport  the 
hopes  of  themfelves  and  their  pofterity.  Can  you 
fuppofe  when  the  rancarous  and  uncouth  hoftility 
of  two  orders  of  people  or  the  various  orders  of 
the  date  is  made  the  mod  plaufible  argument  for 
an  Union— that  a  man  of  large  commercial  pro- 
perty 
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perty  will  not  turn  away  with  difguft  from  a  coun- 
try which  could  have  given  an  opportunity  for 
fuch  a  mode  of  reafoning.     Is  it  likely  when 
he  finds  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  country,  ne- 
ver did  and  are  never  likely  to  agree  among  them- . 
felves,  that  he  will  conclude  they  muft  be  ena- 
moured with  the  perfon  or  the  property  of  the  per- 
Ton— the  government  of  whofe  country  is  too  ge- 
nerally conceived  to  be  the  caufe  of  all  their 
unfortunate   diffenfions.      There  is  one  feeling 
for  which  he  will  give  every  Irifhman  credit,  be- 
eaufe  it  is  a  natural  one,  becaufe  he  experiences 
it  hinifelf,-  the  love  of  country  :— though  God 
knows  we  have  a  clumfy  and  an  awkward  mode 
of  exhibiting  that  attachment.?    He  will  recoiled 
that  it  is  juft  as  difficult  to  eradicate  the  love  of 
country,  or  of  the  Kttle  platoon  or  fubdivifion  to 
which  we  belong,  as  to  blot  the  country  itfelf  out 
of  the  fyftem  of  nature, — it  is  impoffible.     He 
knows  that  the  Highlander  and  Welchman  feel  this 
partial  affe&ion,  though  every  principle  of  inter- 
eft,  though  every  fenfe  of  general  policy,    molt 
ftrongly    counteract   it,    and     though  in   fa& 
it  is  furprifing  how  Scotland  and  Wales  could 
ever   have  had  a   feparate  intereft  or  diftindt 
exiftence  from  England.  Depend  on  it,  he  will 
confider    what    the  feelings  of  the   Irilh  may 
be*  when  year  after  year  their  country  will  luf- 
fer  more  than  the  pang,  of   inftant  death,  in  a 
painful  and  protra&ed  diffolutiqh— when  nation- 
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al  intereft,  to  fay.  nothing  of  a  fenfe  of  wrongs 
mpre  operative  thau  intereft  itfelf,  takes  £aft  bold 
of  the  fociai  affeftions^  and  reviews  and  call*  into 
a&ion  the  fublirae  and  eternal  feelings,  which  na^ 
ture  berfelf  has  imprinted  on  the  human  heart, 
which  will  Increaie  with  extenfion,  -  and  expand 
with  this  progrefs  of  time,  as  fentiracntt  of  a  Cub* 
lime  and  immortal  nature. 

If  i a- urging  thefe  arguments  I  am  fc  unfortu- 
nate as  tp  be  efteemed  tediousr— kt  it  be  remem- 
bened.  (hat  in  the  eyes  of  every  refle&ing  iodepen* 
dent  man,,  there  are  no  other  as  far  as  relate  to  the 
expediency,  or  inexpediency  of  this  measure  en- 
titled to  fo  great  eftimationr— I  {hall  not  trouble 
you  with  what  may  be  efteeraed  falfe  pride*  or 
with  what  would  expofe  me  to  the  laughter  and 
contempt  of  every  Uniomfi,  arguments  drawn 
from  the  moral  advantages  of  a  refideat  Legifla- 
ture — a  Legislature  which  by  the  by  has  been  re* 
ducedand  induftrioufly  brought  into,  any  odiua* 
whiqh  may  attach  to  it*  to  fuunifl*  the  argument 
now  drawn  from  its  corrupted  ftate^aud  which  it 
if  idle  in  my  mind  to  prefume^  would  not  turn  k» 
e^yes  to  the  amelioration  of  the  country  at  larg$,  Uf 
this  meafure.  was  buried  in  eternal  oblivion  1 
<  But  though,  the  filence  of  the  Englilh  nation, 
may  for  foQth  arife  from  their,  unprecedented  and 
unbounded  liberality  to  Ireland,  the  filence  of  ar 
particular  part,  of  that  people  cannot  be  eafily: 
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miftaken— I  fpeak  not  now  of  perfons  who  though 
they  are  very  ufefultothe  minifter,  yet  who  feldoin 
feel,  that  to  enjoy  at  the  expence  of  the  communi- 
ty  is  often  a  falfe  calculation,  becaufe  the  refult 
may  at  length  be  difguft  and  deteftation.  1  fpeak 
of  thefe  Thorntons,  thefe  Giles,  and  thefe  Thelluf- 
fvns,  thefe  maffy  pillars  of  unvefted  capital,  of 
thefe  great  barometers  of  national  ruin  or  pros- 
perity, ^yhich  would  fink  to  the  point  of  mifery 
and  defpair,  if  they  could  difcover  any  fecret 
paflage  by  which  the  capital  of  England  could 
difcharge  itfelf  to  recruit  or  invigorate  any  country 
but  their  own.  Thefe  men,  evidently  obferve  in 
an  Union  the  deep  filent  flow  of  a  fteady  ftream 
of  wealth  letting  in.  from  Ireland  ;  or  elfe  their 
moans,  their  clamours  and  their  complaints  would 
foment  and  embitter  the  mafs  of  difcontent*  and 
fpread  alarm  and  difmay  through  the  whole  ifland 
of  Great  Britain. 

So  far  have  I  endeavoured  by  a  grave  fore- 
fight  to  diflipate  the  illufions  of  fancy  and 
of  error.  If  there  is  any  thing  in  my  argu- 
ment, this  meafure .  cannot  be  beneficial  to 
both  countries,  though  it  may  be  to  one  of  them. 
If  Capital  mufl  neceffarily  be  tranfported  to  Ire- 
land, it  mull  ferve  Ireland ;  if  that  be  not  the  con ; 
fequence,  what  can  fee  gain  by  it  ?  It  is  therefore 
evident  to  my  underftanding  that,  in  proportion 
as  we  fee  this  meafure  preferred  to  the  exclufioa 
of  meafures  which  may  advance  the  interefts  of 
the  Empire  in  general,  without  trenching  on  thofe 
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of  Ireland  in  particular,  inthat  proportion  we  ought 
to  diftruft  and  difregard  the  promifes  which  are 
made,  and  the  arguments  which  are  advanced. 

As  to  Scotland,  after  the  comparifon  which  has 
been  drawn  between  that  country  and  this,  in  the 
incomparable  fpeech  of  that  man  (need  I  name  the 
Speaker  of  the  Irifh  Commons,)  to  whom  and  to 
whofe  children,  feeling  as  I  do  on  this  queftion— 
I  think  that  Ireland  cannot  be  top  grateful  for 
his  conduct  through  this  bu finds,  it  is  almoft  un- 
neceffary  to  write  upon  that  fubjeft.  All  we  can 
concede  is  that  Scotland  might  have  been  more  in- 
juredby  attempting  to  remain  feparate,  tha,n  (he  has 
been,  even  by  the  Union.  Scotland  is  an  abfolute 
lofer  by  fo  much  of  her  capital  as  is  .  annually 
fpent%in  England,  whether  it  is  remitted  to  pay 
her  fhare  of  taxes,  or  to  abfentees.  That  fome 
hundreds  of  Scotchmen  annually  are  preferred  to 
elevated  fituations  by  the  Englifli  government,  is 
not  to  be  drawn  as  an  argument  of  the  advantage 
of  the  meafure  to  Scotland  at  large,  Scotland 
lofes  lefs,  however,  than  any  other  country 
could  lofe  under  fimilar  circumftances.  The 
predilection  the  Scotch  have  for  their  country  is 
notorious  to  all.  Every  guinea  yrhich  can  b$ 
gleaned  in  other  countries;  by  parfimony,  by  in- 
duftry,  by  venality,  is  fure  to  be  remitted  to  their 
own,  to  improve  patrimony,  to  purchafe  new 
eftates,  orto  be  vefted  in  native  manufa&ures.  But 
Ireland  muft  not  only  be  a  lofer,  by  fo  much  of 
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her  jcapStal  as  is  lent  to  her  abfentees,  by  taxes 
fent  to  keep  down  the  intereft  of  her  old  debt, 
which  will  be  merged  into  that  of  England,  and 
by  new  taxes  laid  on  every  year  to  fupply  the 
wants  of  the  empire  ;  but  fee  mull  be  a  greater 
lofer  than  Scotland,  by  the  hereditary  difguft 
and  alienation  of  rfiind  of  her  men  of  large  for- 
tunes to  their  native  country.  For  inftance* 
there  is  the  marquis  of  Lanfdown,  a  great  ftatef- 

* 

man,  who  knows  full  well  that  England  never 
can  give  up  Ireland  on  any  condition,  fhortof 
her  own  complete  ruin.  A  great  obferver  of  na- 
tions and  of  mankind,  a  man  not  contracted  in 
his  views,  and  certainly  not  the  creature  of  utt* 
worthy  prejudices;  and  yet  I  fee  that  the  paper  of 
the  day,  though  the  Union  is  likely  to  take  place, 
contains  an  advertisement  for  the  fale  of  fome  of 
his  frifli  property  :  Though  this  nobleman  feels, 
I  am  perfuaded,  from  the  high  honour  and 
integrity  of  his  agent,  that  that  part  of  his  eflate 
which  lies  in  the  weft  of  Ireland,  is  as  well,  if 
not  better  managed,  than  that  of  any  other  ab* 
fentee.  Whatever  refped  I  bear  him,  I  own  I 
cannot  reconcile  his  defire  to  fell  at  this  moment, 
with  his  expectation  that  his  Irifli  eftate  would 
rife  confiderably  in  value  by  an  Union.  But  why 
fhould  I  refer  to  any  individual  ?  I  fhould  be  glad 
to  know  who  that  abfentee  is,  who  is  fond  of  fuf- 
fering  his  rents  to  accumulate,  for  the  purpofe  of 
expending  his  fortune  by  purchafing  in  Ireland. 


to 

ft  is    no  anfwer  to    this  argument,   that  the 
Union  would  cute  this  alienated  mind,  and  render 
property  tnore  Yecure.    Is  not  Ireland  as  fectire 
as  any  ifland  in  the  Weft  Indies  ?    Is  it  not  a 
much  greater  obje&  for  the  guardian  vigilance 
of  England,  than  Martinique  or  Jamaica  ?  Is  the 
Irifh  peafant  more  Ferocious  than  the  Indian  with 
his  fcalpihg  knife,  the  Carib,    or  the  Maroon  ? 
And  yet,  taking  a  fair  eftimate  as  far  as  the  very 
different  nalfures  of  thefe  things  will  admit,  calcu- 
lating their  relative  produce,  andafcertaining  their 
relative  value,  fare  I  am  that  an  Irifli  eftate  might 
be  hawked  ihLondoh  among  the  Irifti  abfentees  for 
ever  and  remain  unfold,  when  a  plantation  eftate 
would  find  a  purchafer  in  half  an   hour.     This 
is  die  effeft  6f  that  alienated  affection,  which  an 
Union  witl  encfeafe,  it  cannot  dfminifh  it. 
That  no        But  the  lofs  of  capital  to  Ireland  will  not  be  fo 
part  of     deplorable  in  its  immediate,  as  in  its  confequen- 
cMbebe-  ****  difadvantages.    The  wealth  of  Ireland  which 
nefited,     will  be  tranfmitted  to  England,  will  have  as  lit- 
tvery  *'  Me  chance  of  flowing  back,  as  money  fent  front 
trade  and  Ireland  to  the  fartheft  extremities  of  the  globe. 

^r"ofna-  T**s  wea^*  *&  *<*  only  have  an  annual  tendency 
tivc         to  re-animate  fuch  manufactures  in  England  as 

moftbT'"  ma7  fe<lu^re  an  infulion  of  new  life,  but  it  will 
gradu-  open  aewfources  of  induftry  in  England.  Inftead 
dovvnbytj°^  re-tranfportation,  even  of  our  own  wealth, 
an  Uni.  from  England  to  Ireland,  or  an  order  from  the 
abfentees  to  have  the  money  which  they' could 

v  fave 
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fave  from  their  income*  lent  at  intereft,  or  put 
out  ill  trade  in  kelamd ;  that  money  will  be 
Veiled  in  Britiih  commerce.  It  will  enable  the 
British  merchant  to  export  the  farplus  of  his  ma- 
nufa&ures  to  Ireland,  after  Supplying  his  other 
CUftomers*  daily  and  hourly '  having  lefs  ability  to 
exclude  the  manufacturers  of  Britifh  growth,,  on 
account  of  the,  ttoccaftng  drain  from  her  national 
capital*  ft  is  thus  that  the  Britifh  merchant  will 
not  only  draw  tke  capital  but  he  will  Hkewife 
fend  u»  home  out  of  that  very  capital,  the  manu- 
factures which he  would  be  a  madman  to  eftabliflv 
iji  a  country,  nrhofe  domeftic  market  was  becom- 
ing worjfe  and  wprfe,  and  which  from  the  dimi- 
nifbed  borne  confumption^  could  not  be  fold  near 
as  qhe$p  as  the  fuxphts  foreign  produce,  after 
all  the  neceffary  expences  attendant  on  exporta- 
tion. The  anfwer  to  this  is,  there  will  be  pro- 
tecting duties*  But  when  the  advantages  of  froug- 
gling  the  articles  thus  protected,  is  greater  to  the 
EngliCh  manufacturers,  than  the  revenue  derived 
from  thofe  duties  is  advantageous  to  the  govern- 
raent  which  lays  them  on,  and  particularly  when' 
the  officers,  who  will  coiled:  thefe  duties  will  be  ap- 
pointed by  "that  very  government,  even  thougfr 
we  were  to  rely  on  the  purity  of  thofe  who  projeft 
an  Union  no w*  yet  we  cannot  anfwer  for  thofe 
who  may  fucceed  them  herb  after. 

WhiHl  the  two  countries  remain  dtftin&  and 
independent,  their  refpeftive  capitals  perform- 
ing 
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ing  all  the  fweet  and  endearing '  offices  of  huma- 
nity* may  be  compared  to  refervoirs  annually  fed 
by  running  ftreams  and  fprings,  not  equally  vigo- 
rous, but  equally  perennial :  with  conduits  from 
thefe  refervoirs  running  through  every  part*  re- 
frefhing  what  is  parched,  and  fructifying  what  is* 
barren,  until  the  waters  they  contain  at  length  burft 
open  the  valves,— fcbrn  fubje&ion,— fpread  over: 
the  refpe&ive  furfaces,  affifting  the  bounties  of 
nature,  and  the  energies  of  man,  and  then  they 
either  meet  with  fome  channel,  previoufly  form- 
ed, and  invigorate  the  old  ftfcady  ftream  of 
wealth  palling  to  its  deftined  termination  ;  or  if 
they  do  hot  fail  into  a  regular  current,  they  open 
fome  new  meandering  pafTage,  and  feem  to  feel  a 
pious  gratitude  in  returning  with  encreafed  force, 
and  pouring  their  little  mite  into  the  grand  flock 
referved  for  the  relief  of  human  mifery. 

Alas !  how  firaple  is  the  procefs  of  nature, 
when  undifturbed  by  the  meddling  ignorance  of 
man.  How  foon  can  madnefs  and  cruelty  create 
Iter  ility  and  defolation— fee  all  the  conduits  of  this 
country  torn  up— fee  every  part  of  the  banks  in- 
tended to  confine  thefe  waters  from  flowing  -into  a 
foreign  land,  every  where  gaped  and  interfered 
— fee  them  perforating  in  that  foreign  land,  thofe 
offices  of  benevolence  which  they  had  once  dif- 
charged  in  their  own,— until  at  length  they  find 
their  way  to  the  common  depofit,  and  then  a  new 
paffage  is  opened  to  any  country,  rather  than  the ' 

one 
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one  from  which  they  have  been  taken  j  for  that, 

alas  !  in  the  long  and  melancholy  period  of  this 

operation,  has.  become  a  Defert  fa  iiaufeous  and 

difgufting,  as  to  be  fcarce  fit  for  the  refidence  of 
maru 

Thofe  therefore  who  feel  for  multitudes  of  their 
countrymen,  and  for  future  generations,  are 
bound  to .  remonftrate  againft  a  meafure  of  fo 
deadly  and  deplorable  a  tendency.  Let  us  look  at 
commerce  in  every  pags  of  hiftpry,  we  find  her  in 
perpetual  fluctuation.  Can  we  fee  her  removing 
from  Venice,  from  Florence,  and  Pifa,  to  the 
Netherlands,  and  from  the  Netherlands  to  Eng- 
land  herfelf  ?  Can  we  fee  the  old  republics  and 
free  cities  of  Italy,  the  firft  revivers  of  commerce 
iiUhe  fouth,  as  the  Hans  towns  were  in  the  north, 
declining,  with  the  folitary  and  accidental  excep- 
tion of  Leghorn  and  Hamburgh  ?  Can  we  recoi- 
led the  feveral  cities  of  Phoenicia,  which  were 
fprmerly  great  ?  Can  we  fee  Portugal  grafping  at 
the  commerce  of  Venice,  and  then  Li{bon  herfeif 
refigning  all  her  trade  to  Amfterdam  ?  Can  we 
fee  our  own,  great  ftaple  trade,  ftolen  as  it  were 
from  the  great  towns  of  Holland  ?  Can  we,  I 
fey,  recollect  the  caprice  of  commerce,  her 
fluduations,  and  the  deadly  blow  which  the 
fmalleft  inattention  to  her  intereft  has  always  in- 
Aided,  and  not  endeavour  to  grafp  the  arm  of 
[peculation,  and  decline  a  poifonous  draught,  tho' 
it  were  made  palatable  by  the  fweeteft  ingre- 
ss dients  ? 
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difenti  *  Indeed,  it  is  not  faaafion,  luri  Iferriiity-Gf 
foil,  which  can  alone  fecwe. to  a  country  X  great 
hbrtifc  or  foreign  trade.  Of  this,:  -the  Dutch,. 
among  the  raoderfi$>  Were  a  ftriking  and.  remark- < 
able  proof.  What  wealth  had  not  Holland^ 
atnaffed  among  her  itiarfhes  f '  What  poverty  does 
tfot  ftill  pf  evail  m  Scotland,  though  with  great 
.  comparative  advantages  of  foft  and  fituation  !—-• 
Here  I  elofe  the  argument  on  the  commercial  part 
of  this  quelHon.  I  have  felt  as  f  have  proceeded^ 
that  the  fubje&'ifras  fa?  beydnd  my  fttength,  my 
fenowledge^  and  irfy  talents,  but  it  was  for  infe- 
rior to  my  zeaL 

If  in  thefe  fiypothefes  I  am  as  right  m  your  opi- 
nions as  I  conceive  myfeff  to  be,  I  folemnly  de- 
dare,  that  I  cannot  fbrefee  how  any  efforts  of  in- 
dividuals, of  aflbciated  bodies  of  merchants,  of 
even  of  the  imperial  legiflatufe  itfelf,  can  give^ 
fhethoufands  and  hundreds  of  thoufands  of  m- 
dividualsr  who  will  be  wounded  by  this  meafure,. 
an  opportunity  of  fuppbrting  themfelves  and  theitf 
families.  Is  the  information  which  we  -daily  re*, 
ceive  From  every  part  of  the  country,  calculated 
to  encourage  Further  fpeciilations  on  this  fubjeft  ? 
In  the  manufa&unng  parts  of  the  kingdom,  ^the 
numbers  thrown  out  of  employ  are  already  atarm5 
irig.  Do  we  not  obferve  the  general  compara- 
tive loFs  of  confidence  and  credit  recoil  even  xm 
Cork  itfelf;-  and  can  it  be  imagined  in  the 
prefent  a&ual  ftate  of  the  commercial  worhf ,  that 

•    any 


I 


*! 


S5 

any  m^afure  whtch  may  interrupt  confidence,  or 
deprefe  the  nation,  mil  not  vibrate  through  its 
vg&oteft  extremities,  until  feiluf^  fojiows  failure^ 
and  until  they/hate  ef  ouriaflinefe  aad  our  folly 
is  di£povered  m  the  encreafe  of  die  poor,  the  da- 
ftaeocy  of  revenue,  and  the  general  oppreffion 
and  mifer y  of  the  ^people. 

Thofe  axe  not  fancy  pictures.  The  propofal  of 
fach  meafinre  in  the  beft  days  of  national  exalte 
don  sail .  commercial  fptendor,  may  be  attended 
with  the  moft  alarming  confequences.  But  to  pro- 
polis it  in  a  devaftating  war,  whofe  confequences 
no  hujaaan  wifdom  can  fore&e*  to  attempt  it  at  a 
period  when  the  whole  commercial  world  has 
been  ihafcen  to  its  centre,  when  many  individu*. 
ah  in  bath  nations,  with  the  moSt  feMd  capitals* 
are  compelled  -to  ft  op  payment*  from  the  general 
ftagnatioa  of  trade,  -from  the  rejturn.of  bilk,  and 
from  fttdden  demands  being  made,  which  they 
cannot  anfwer  at  ones,  argues  a  rourage  little 
fcort  of  defpafc.  Our.couatry  hasjndeed  been  in  a 
moft  diftra&ed  fttuation,  but  for  it*  misfortunes, 
an  Union  is  not  the  remedy.  The  war  become* 
thro*  Europe  more  than  ever  jthe  eaiuf^  of  inter- 
nal calamities,  andfeace  is  the  only  effe&ual  cure* 
Hat  man  mnft  have  moved  in  a  narrow  circle, 
who  has  2K*  been  able  to  difcern,  that  with  tfe* 
widely  claflaing  views,  the  different  interefts,  and 
the  wild  and  quixotic  fpeoaiatioss  prevalent  in 
the  iriih  somi,  fo  far  &om  aft  Union  having 

F  2  any 


S6 

qualities  calculated  to  hufh  the  warring  element* 
of  faction  and  of  paffiori  into  tepofe,  that  nothing 
can  foften  the  reciprocal  indignation  of  difcor- 
dant  fa&ions,  but  prudent  management,  ail  effi- 
cient refident  governtnent,  and  a  general  peace. 
But  though  for  the  purpofe  of  argument  it  may 
now  be  conceded,  that  no  commercial  advantage 
can  be  derived  from  an  Union,  yet  it  may  be  con- 
tended, that  the  benefits  to  refultfrom  thismear 
fure,  in  fecuring  our  connexion  with  England, 
and  increafing  the  (lability  of  the  empire,  are  fc 
very  great,  that  it  is  neither  wife  nor  prudent  to 
oppofe  it;.  That  benevolence  which  would  vo* 
luntarily  facrifice  its  own  advantages  to  advance 
the  profperity  of  another,  has  never  been,  and  is 
not  now,  the  chara&eriftic  of  any  country  j  and 
the  mod  obvious  anfwer  to  an  argument  of  this 
kind  is,  that  let  our  good  wifhes  for  the  empire  be 
ever  fo  great*  the  particular  profperity  of  out 
own  country  muft  ever  predominate. 

Prefent        ^ut  againft  the  body  of  Unionifts  in  both 
connex-    countries,  I  take  as  a  prefiding  principle,   the 

ion  main-  .   .       c    n»  •  %     n  •  • 

tained.  principle  or  alliance  or  reciprocal  allegiance  to  a 
•  ^  common  king,  agafnft  that  of  Union  :  and  con* 
tend,  that  by  a&ing  on  this  principle,  we  are 
more  likely  to  give  (lability  to  empire,  than  by 
proceeding  on  any  other  principle  whatever.—* 
It  is  only,  by  the  mod  ingenious  fophiftry,  that 
Union  and  dominion  are  not  (hewn  to  be  com- 
pletcly  analogous.    There  can  be  no  doubt  bat 
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that  by  an  Union*  as  complete  a  legiflati  ve  fupre* 
macy  may  be  maintained  over  Ireland,  as  oppofed 
to  England  when  the  reprefentatives  of  the  ling- 
lifli  nation  feel  aninclination  or  an  intereftin  ex- 
ercifing  that  fupremacy,  as  could  proceed  from 
naked  uncontrouled  dominion.  It  is  clear 
in  the  event  of  an  Union >  that  fuch  a  generous 
attention  to  the  interefts  of  Ireland  as  the  nature 
of  the  cafe  will  admit,  mult  proceed  more  from 
the  prudential  and  honourable  motives  of  thee 
firitifli  members,  than  from  any  poffibility  of 
their  being  controuled  by  perfons  naturally  allied 
or  peculiarly  interested  in  the  property  of  this 
part  of  the  empire.  The  argument  drawn  from 
the  Irifli  members  having  a,  right  to  legiflate  for 
England,  has  no  weight ;  they  can  never  be  a 
majority.  So  that  when  the  Unioriifts  contend 
that  our  having  a  refident  legiflature,  without  any 
intereft  in  our  profperity,  and  under  a  compleat 
fubferviency  to  that  power  with  which  we  are 
called  on  to  unite,  js  our  irremediable  evil,  they 
then  very  fagacioufly  endeavour  to  fliew,  that  an 
Union  with  that  very  power,  which  occafioned 
the  native  legiflature  not  having  that  lively  in^ 
terpft  in  our  profperity,  is  for  all  Our  misfortunes 
th$  fafeft  and  mod  certain  remedy.  In  other 
words,  the  greater  the  injury  we  receive,  the 
greater  the  confidence  we  fhould  beftow  on  the 
power  who  infli&s  it— if  it  is  true  therefore,  that 
as  the  countries  ftand  cohneded  at  grefent,  there  are 
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fomc  evils,  it  is  no  le&  true  that  in?  the  event  of 
an  Union  there  would  be  pofitive  evils  alio,  and 
on  the  great  view  of  prefent  connexion  and  of  aa 
Union,  the  pofitir£  pre fiding  eirils  being  equal-t- 
all things  being  equal  in  this,  refpcft,  die  collate* 
ral  argument  is  hollow  againft,  the  zneafiire. 

Between  Union  and  dominion  there  is  no  e£ 
fential  difference.  In  a  clofe  and  fteady  alliance 
there  may  be  all  the  advantages  which  we  are  tokH 
-will  flow  from  an  Union,  without  any  of  the  dis- 
advantages which  are  afcribed  to  that  meafure. 
What  rights,  what  advantages  are  there  which 
we  did  not  poflefs  under  the  Conftitutioa  of  Iw* 
land  which  wecouklpo  fiefs  by  incorporation?  The 
conftitutipns  are  identically  the  fame.  If  your 
legislature  is  corrupt,  a  fpotlefs  purity  is  not  the 
chara6teriftic  of  an  Eaglifli  Houfe  of  Commas; 
The  governing  part  o(  mankind  in  'every  spun* 
try,  are  not  exempt  from  this  imputation.  If  we 
are  to  credit  the  new  revolurioniftsin.  France* 
corruption  had  pervaded  every  department  in  the 
ftate,  teven  before  its  government  had  a  feven 
years  duration.  If  for  the  purpofe  of  putting 
down  rebellion,  the  moil  valuable  part  of  thtf 
conftitutioa  «has  been  furrendcred  for  the  prefer* 
vation  of  the  whole,  is  it  to  be  credited,  that 
So  long  as  the  caufes  which  create  the  neceffity 
of  keeping  up  a  i&rong  military  government  ftfbi- 
lift,  that  government  will  -not  be  maintained  f 
Are  we  fo  blind  as  not  to  fonefee  that  the  iams 

means 
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means  which  were  *fcd  to  preferve  the  connex- 
ion when  it  was  effayed,  would  not  be  had  re- 
courfe  to*  to  preferve  the  incbrporation  if  it  was 
endangered  ?    Is  it  fait  to  draw  arguments  from 
thofe  extremes  \  and  if  the  complaint  of  the  day 
Uv  that  we  have  no  a&ual  national  government, 
that  it  is  the  EngUfh  miaifter  who  di  dates  every 
thing,  that  we  have  a  government  only  in  nasne  j 
how  can  that  complaint  be  removed,  by  fhewing 
that  in  theory  and  in  reality,  we  have  loft  all  na- 
tional government  of  every  kind  ?  To  thofe  who 
did  not  complain  before,  Union  h  infuh ;  to  thofe 
who  did  complain  before,  it  is  an  aggravation  of 
the  drill    Indeed  the  events  of  the  world  do  not 
weaken  the  obfervaft'on  of  an  eloquent  writer^ 
when  he  feysy  that  though  a  man  of  warm  fpecti- 
krtive  benevolence  may  wfth  his  fociety  otherwife 
conftituted  than  he  finds  it,'  yet  thai  a  good  and  & 
true  politician  will  always  confider  how  he  £haii 
nftkc  the  moft  of  the  exifting  materials  of  his 
country.     A  difpofition  to  preferve,  and  an  abi- 
lity to  itapro v£>  would  be  my  ftandard  of  a  ftatef- 
raan ;  every  thing  elfe  is  vulgar  in  the  conception, 
and  perilous  In  the  execution.     I  fo  far  agree . 
with  Mr.  Burke  in  condemning  no  form  of  Go- 
vernment oft  abftrafit  principles — but  I  own  I 
would  rather  eftimate  all  Governments  by  the 
bleffijig*  which  they  adminifter  and  the  prote&i* 
on  they  afford,  than'  by  forms  of  any  kind- 
Sure  I  am  that  when  that  eloquent  writer  whofe 
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words  I  have  now  quoted,  feys  "  thaf  a  difpofjti- 
onto  prefervfc-and  an  ability  to  improve  would 
be  his  flandard  of  a  ftate&aan,"  that  he  might  ve- 
ry  well  have  enforced,  his  fentiment,  by  fhewing 
on  the  authority  of  att  hiftory, ;  that  the.  evils 
which  have  been  occafioned  by  pulling  down 
any  fyftem,  which  has  anfwered  in  any  tolerable 
degree   for  the  common  purpofes  of   fociety, 
have  entailed  more  dreadful  confequences  than 
the  adtuai  continuation  of  the  evil  intended  to 
be  removed.    Looking  therefore  «  at  the  nature 
of  things,  rather'  than  the  humours  of  men,  I 
muft  contend    on  eyery,  view  of  our  relative 
fituatioris,  the  refources,  the  genius  and  the  tem- 
per of  Iriflunen,  on  every  principle  of  national 
intereft,  fafety  and  profperity,  of  advantage  even 
to  England  herfelf,  that, this  ifland  is  not  calcu- 
lated to  become  a  lhred  or  ferap  of  Empire,  that 
the  attempt  to  make  her  fo  will  occasion  external 
weaknefs  and  never  ceafing  confpiracy,  and  hav- 
ing my  mind  by  the  Conftitution  of  the  land, 
by  the  habits  of  national  education,  by  the  uni-v 
form  declaration  of  the  moll  virtuous  and  dif- 
cerning  of  mankind,  as  well  as  by  the  dictates  of 
my  own  calm  deliberative  and  unbiafied  reafon, 
imprefled  with  the  advantage  of  diftintt  Legifla- 
tures*—- I  do  look  back  to  the  bloodlefs  revoluti- 
on of  1782  as  one  of  the  happieft  in  the  hiftory 
of  mankind.  "  Here  no  rage,  no   phrenfy  pul- 
led down  more  in  an  .  half  hour  thau  prudence, 
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deliberation  and  forefight  could  build  up  in  an 
hundred  years/9  Then  it  was  that  the  moft  hap- 
py Revolution  was  efFe&ed,  on 'principles  the  moft 
purely  pacific  ;  though  the  pious  hands  which 
carried  it  into  execution  have  lately  been  fubje&ed 
to  the  feVereft  chaftifement,  and  been  rebuked 
as  ungrateful  children,  who  took  advantage  of 
the  diftreffes  of  theft  patent,  when  they  demanded 
aad  obtained  what  never  ought  to  have  been 
withheld,  the  common  rights  of  mankind.  Why 
is  it  that  the  recolle&ion  of  thefe  events  is  dear 
to  every  Iriihman?  Becaufe  they  faw  happily 
effe&ed  without  any  interruption  to  the  good 
harmony  effential  to  the  prefervation  of  thefe 
iflahds,  what  othepwife  might  arife  from  de- 
vaftating  war*  Whilft  dominion  was-  ufurped, 
it  was  unprofitable,  even  whilft  the  appearance  of  it 
remained,  the  connection  was  infecure. 

'Happy  aera  t  ^fappy  nation !  And  yet  how 
happy  the  recollection  of  thefe  happy  times  ! 

No  longer  did  the  wretched  inhabitant  of,  this 
affli&ed  country,  fit  with. his  charts  and  compaf- 
ft  s  before  him,  navigating  his  way  to  any  foreign 
clime — for  in  no  other  country  was  he;  denied  the 
privileges  refufed  him  in  his  own ; — no  longer 
did  he  fit  upon  the  fhores  of  his  impoyerifhed  and 
deferted  ifland,  gazing  on  the  hills  of  an  unfriendly 
fifter,  who  emancipated  the  African  the  moment 
he  put  his  foot  upon  her  foil,  whilft  ihe  retained 
fo  many  millions .  of   her  neareft  neighbours  in 
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am  abjeQ:   and  unworthy  vaffalage  ;-^na  footier 
did  the  i  fun  of  our  independence  appear  above 
our  horizon,  than  languid  nature  felt  its  influence 
and,  utility,  the  mafic  of  the  (buttle  and  the  fong 
of  the  ploughman  were  evefy  where  fubftituted 
for  the  throbs  of  famifhed  multitudes  heaved  un+ 
der  the  tyranny  of   cbrrupt  power—how  many 
calamities  were  then  foothed,  how  many  tears 
were  then  wiped  away ;— how  many  fources  o 
comfort  weje  then  opened  to  the  genius  and  die 
induftry  of  man.    !  own  that  it  is  with  a  mixture 
of  religious  awe  and  pious  admiration  that  I  look 
back  upon,  the  occurrences  of  thefe  times~-when 
theoaufesof  the  diffetiftons  between  the  two  if- 
lands  were  difcuffed  with  fo  much  moderation* 
when  a  laudable  and  generous  ambition  was  not 
oircumfcribed  within  the  fphere  of   party,  and 
when  the  refu.lt  was  an  amiable  return  to  that  mu- 
tual benevolence  and  forgiving  friendship,  which 
re-united  family  to  family,  city  to  city i  and  iiatioJi 
to  nation,  which  gave  a  farm  to  the  peafant,  and 
a  fhop  to  the  artift,  and  gave  to  fo  many  millions 
a  fcope  and  vegetation  in  the  fyftem  of-  the  uni- 
verfe/  which  they  never  before  had  the  good 
fortune  to  enjoy. — Thefe  were  the  times  for  na- 
tional exultation,  particularly  when  added  to  the 
other  advantages  which  we  received  from  it,-  we 
daily  law  returning  to  their  proper  hemisphere, 
thefe  bodies  which  had  previoufly  moved  in  adif- 
tant  firmament,  and  faw  them  beginning  to  per- 
form 
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form  in  the  ftiidft  <*f  their  looped  and  ragged  te- 
nantry, the  fame  pprt  which  the  fun  afts  in  the 
ftriftament  of  Heaven*  cherifting,  prote&ing, 
f altering,  illumining  and  retaining  in  their  pro- 
per Sphere  (fae  planets  which  move  around  him. 

I  know  that  it  is  the  effort  of  a  party  of 
the  day  to  underrate  and  to  under- value  the  oc- 
currences of  thefe  times.  The  principle  of  the  ar. 
vaagement  wag  a  good  one,  and  all  that  can  be 
faid  againft  it  is,  that  it  has  been  abuied.  There  is 
nothing  human  which  I  couidnot  condemn  with  the 
ftmfe  candour  3fcd  propriety.  -Would  I  be  liftened 
to  a  ifflgie  roomertf  if  I  rofe  in  the  Britifh  parlia- 
ment* and  -contended  that  becaufe  the  influence 
of  the  crown  was  encreafed  to  an  alarming  de- 
gree* therefore  the  (evolution  of  1688,  by 
which  the  king  ho^s  his  crown  and  the  people 
their  -liberties— was  a  weak,  miferabie,  inefficient 
occurrence.  Yet  the  one  would  be  juft  as  good  an 
argument  as  the  other. — If  when  an  innu* 
merable  body  of  that  which  was  ftiled  the  London 
Coreefponding  Society  inftead  of  holding  its  fyft 
meeting,  furrounded  with  magistrates  and  their 
guards,  having  its  orators  dragged  from  their 
tribunes,— itfelf  routed  and  difperfed, — if  in* 
ftc&d  of  this  this  body  had  cbnfpired  infecret,  had 
beea  exemfed  in  concealed  places  as  it  was  charge 
ed  with  being  exercifed — had  colle&ed  arms,  and 
proceeded 4o  deluge  England,  with  blood— would 
ube  right  tp  charge  the  revolution  of  i683,  or 

the 


.44 

the  memory  of  Lord  Somers  with  being  the 
caufe  of  the  cataftrophe— yew  we  are  called  on 
in  this  country  to  deny  if  we  can,  that  the  late 
rebellion  was  not  the  fruit  of  the  blefled  tree  that 
was  planted  in  1782  by  the  hands  -of  M^.  Grat- 
tan, — In    the  very  fame  breath  we  are  called 
onto  fubftitute  the  Conftitution  of  England  for 
.  that  of  Ireland,  as  if  the  Conftitution  of  England 
had  not  been  affailed,  before  that  of  Ireland  was 
openly  attacked— Is  the  Irifh  Government  con- 
fiderably  weakened  by  its   fuccefsful  refiftance 
to  that  artfully  planned  fyftem  of  affault,  which 
in  its  execution  aftonifhed  every  man,  except 
v  thofe  who  owed  it  to  the  ftate  to  watch  its  pro- 
ceedings,^ to  thdfe  (melancholy  fatality,  that  it 
ever  ftiould   have  been  proje&ed !)  whofe  bufu 
nefs  it  was  to  direft  its  operations  ?    Shall  num- 
bers of  the  beft  men  of  Ireland  who  never  har- 
boured a  treafonable  intention,  but  who  could 
not  contemplate  the  cruel  and  heart-rending  man- 
ner in  which  the  public  mind  was  teized  and 
fretted,   and  who  could  not  obferve  the  Confti- 
tution fapped  and   undermined  at  one  fide  by 
the  affaults  of  power,     on  the  other  expofed  to 
annihilation    by    the    mod    infuriate    exceflfes 
of   a  maddened  people,   without   a  melancho- 
ly bordering  on  defpair,     be  now  cheered  up 
and  re-animated  by  this  Sovereign  reftorative  ? 
In  fuch  times  it  is  indeed  moft  true  that  men  of 
this  defcription  are  mere  blanks  in  the  fyftem  of 
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the  utiiverfe.  Bi£  would  it  not  be  a  moft  fla- 
grant abfurdity  to  infer,  that  becaufe  men 
looked  at  the  pad  fcenes  with  regret,  that  there- 
fore they  mull  neceffarily  become  enamoured 
of  a  meafure,  which  t<S  fay  no.  worfe  of  it,  ap- 
pears to  have  its  origin  in  the  meaneft  and  blind- 
eft  malice.  Is  it  fair  to  infer  becaufe  your  Con-  * 
ftitution  of  178a  has  fo  long  been  mouldering 
in  the  grave,  that  even  the  monumental  records 
of  what  it  was,  are  in  danger  of  being  effaced  from 
the  page  of  hiftory,  that  therefore  in  a  ftart  of 
phrenzy  you  fliould  be  borne  through  all  the 
ftages  of  malignity,  and  induced  to  affign  every 
remaining  part  to  a  fpeedy  and  eternal  oblivion ! 
It  is  indeed  an  arduous  undertaking  .to  calm  all 
the  little  bufy  and  fretful  paffions,  that  hurry 
partizans  into  enquiries  pregnant  with  every  kind 
of  danger,  and  into  altercations  out  of  which  there 
Js  no  creeping  without  the  moft  deftru&ive  cala-. 
mi  ties.  But  let  it  be  remembered  that  it  is  not 
impoflible  to  employ  partial  evils  in  effecting  the 
common  good  :  that  it  is  not  impoflible,  that  by 
mutual  conceffions,  the  jarring  claims  of  contend* 
ing  faftions  might  not  yet  be  reconciled,  and  that 
by  mutual  forbearance  and  a  fteady  Government 
the  wounds  of  this  bleeding  country  might  not 

yet  be  (launched. 

And  here  it  is  that  it  may  properly  be  expe^ed^^ 

that  lihould  exprefs  an  opinion  on  the  competence  tence  of 

or  incompetence  of  Parliament  to  effeft  this  Alette* 

change,  oxed.    * 
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change.  I  contend  that  eve« '  priocipte'  of  the 
■Brinfh  Conflatution  as  eftabltfhed  in  *<&§,  ami  of 
the  Jriftx  Conftitution  ag  eftafclifaed  in  17$$,  is 
abandoned ,  and  that  every  commentary  which 
.  has  been  written  fm  thefe  Conftitytiofts  is  a  mock- 
ery and  infult  to  the  underftanding*  if  this  n&eafure 
i&  fan#ioned  and  allowed  j  and  I  like  wife  eaalnr 
tain  that  the  do£rines  on  which  the  diffolution  qf 
our  legislature  is  juftified,  fo  far  from  being  cir- 
<umfcribed  in  their  application  to  this  country,  of 
this  identical  constitution*  tend  *o  total:  fubverfion, 
not  only  of  all  regular  governments  in  aU  modes, 
and  to  all  the  ftable  fecurities  of  eftablifhed  infti- 
tutions,  but  to  every  rule  and  principle  of  mora- 
lity itfelf.  How  do  thofe  advocates  who  would 
give  the  feeble  efforts  of  weak  finite  mortals  all  the 
properties  all  the  attributes  which  belong  to  the 
godhead  proceed  ?  they  bf  g  the  ^ueftion.  When 
they  are  nearly  run  down  by  ihewing  that  Union 
and  revolution  are  completely  analogous.,  and 
cannot  morally  bs  juftified/  they  ikulkand  aband- 
on the  queftion  of  right,  and  retreat  behind  the 
inexpediency  of  the  revolution  which  they  intend, 
and  the  power  with  which  they  a,re  armed  to  carry 
ft  into  execution.  Might  »d  right  are  then  con- 
vertible terms.  The  Cautious  and  wily  Mr*  Pitt, 
aware  of  the  danger  of  pufliing  the  argument 
to  the  extreme  extent,  gave  full  fcope  fetf.his 
great  declamatory  powers  by  the  moft  mifer- 
*ble  diftortion  of  fafts.     He  either  contended 
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that  the  arrangement  of  1782  wa&  not  fihal  hofi 
conclyfiye,  (though  I  for  one  have  in  the  fix  laft 
years  heajni  hna  repeatedly  upbraid  Mr.  Fox  for 
even  alluding  to  the  affairs  of  a  country  governed 
by  its  own  #res,  waTiNCT,  and.in^efekdent. 
L£0*st.A,TUR£l  Or  he  admitted  the  fad.  and  then 
after  a  fweeptng  panegyric  and. a  lofty  flourifla  on 
the  omnipotence  of  Parliament,  there  he  left  the 
queftiwu  .  <Tkefe  extreme  cafes  are  not  in  the  view 
of  the  Bfitifl*  Conflatution.  Though  foch  ? 
meaftarc  may  be  effe&ed  by  violence  and  .power,  it 
cannot  be  defended  on  any  of  its  principles.   That 

Conftitmtion  was  inverted  with  an  immortal  cha- 
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rafter,  and  it  modeftiy  prefumes  that  tbofe  who 
are  entrufted  with,  its  adminiftration,  wiH  imbibe 
the  fpirit  of  its  canonized  founders,  look  back 
upon  their  anceftors,  and  look  forward  to  their 
pofterity*  It  does  indeed  forefee  inftagces,  when  it 
may- be  neceflary  that  its  rights  ihould  be  r-e-affert- 
ed*  foch  as  at  1688  ;  but  it  fees  no  poffible  event 
which  could  jaftify  ks  being  buried  in  an  eternal 
grave*  That  Conftitufion  repofes  too  much  on  its 
wifdom,  its  virtue  arid  m  humanity,  to  believe 
that  it  ever  could  become  a  fubje&  for  attack,  and 
k  relies  with  the  foodeft  hope  and  the  molt  en- 
dearxng  fimplicity,  that  when  an  aflault  is  made 
on  it  from  any  quarter,  it  will  *be^  honourably 
and  courageoufly  repulfed.  This  is  its  chara&er, 
this  its  fecurity.  What  are  thofe  weapons  with 
which  it  is  afiaulted  by  unhallowed  and  tingrate- 
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fill  hinds.  A  noble  lord*  (of  another  country)  has 
facetioufly  aflerted,  that  all  the  arguments  againft 
the*  competence  of  Parliament  hare  been  taken 
from  the  democratic  fchool,  and  as  his  enthufiafm 
kindles  as  he  advances,  he  contends  that  this 
happy  change  can  alone  be  difliked  by  the  moil 
incorrigible  jacobins  of  both  nations j  and  when 
he  comes  to  his  peroration,he  equally  accufes  thofe 
perfons  for  their  alacrity  to  deftroy,  and  their  dif- 
pofition  to  defendy  and  left  he  might  not  keep 
pace  with  thofe  who  fupport  the  queftion  in  the 
double  manner  to  which  I  have  already,  alluded  ; 
the  noble  Lord  is  more  inclined  to  be  ftigmatized 
for  abfurdity  in  argument,  than  deficiency  in 
abufe  :  and  there  he  leaves  the  queftion. 

A  RIGHT  REVEREND,  AND  CERTAINLV  VERY 

learned  prelate  f  took  upon  himfelf  to  difcufs 
the  abftrad  point,  whether  Parliament  had  a  right 
to  vote  its  own  e&tin&ion  ?  and  if  that  right  was 
well  founded, -whether  it  did  not  apply  as  well  to 
the  Britiih  as  the  Irifli  Parliament  -,  and  after  af- 
ferting,-  {what  nobody  can  deny)  that  right  and 
obligation  are  correlative  terms,  and  if  men  did, 
not  know  their  rights,  they  could  not  underfta»d 
what  conftituted  obligation,  and  then  declaring 
that  it  was  a  queftion  on  which  unanimity  could 
not  be  expe&ed, — there  he  left  the  queftion.   Ano- 
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thef  noble  Lord  *,  the  once  viceroy  of  Corfica, 
a  man  well  verfed  certainly  in  the  formation  of 
cronftitutions,  but  not  equally  happy  in  giving 
them  a  permanent  and  hereditary  feature,  after 
coniiderihgwith  ho  comtfion  ability  the  queftion 
of  Union  in  the  vjew  of  the  relative  fituatipns  of 
the  two  countries,  at  laft  comes  to  the  queftion  of 
competence ;  and  then  declares  that  tp  one  des- 
cription of  the  people  of  Ireland  the  ultima  ratio 
return  could  be  the  only  anfwer  \  and  when 
he  argued  the  queftion:  with  the  other,  he  jufti- 
fied  the  propriety  of  Parliament  voting  its  own 
extin&ion,  firft  on  the  expediency  of  the  meafure, 
(the  queftion  at  ifTue)  and  fecondly  by  affuming  the 
unlimited  fupremacy  of  the  Irifh  Parliament  (the 
thing  to  be  proved)  aftd  there  he  left  the  quejiion. 
The  other  lords  f  who  have  printed '  their 
Speeches  and  tranfmitted  them  for  re-publication 
inlrelandj  have  Supported  theuniverfal  faculties  of 
Parliament,  and  its  competence  to  this  Specific: 
meafufe  of  a  Legiflative  Union  with  another 
country ;J>y  two  forts  of  authority,  on  the  opinions 
^f  learned  and  eminent  men,  fuch  as  Lord  Somers 
and  the  whigs  of  1688,  whofe  opinions  by  the  by 
are  completely  adverfe  to  fuch  proceedings ;  and 
2dly  by  endeavouring  to  make'the  precedents  tak- 
en from  other  governments  long  deftroyed,  prece- 
dents for  our  Subverting  our  own.    They  attempt 
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to  convert  that  which  at  beft  is  only  an  argument 
on  the  expediency  of  Union,  into  a  philofophic 
analogy,  between  different'governnaents  ^  and  they 
draw  this  extraordinary  inference,  that  becaufe 
the  Britifh  Conflitution  has  fubverted  forae  minor 
neighbouring  governments,,  therefore  the  Brkrfh 
Conflitution  has  a  right  to  deftroy  itfelk  In 
other  words,  becaufe  there  was  an  Union  of  the 
Heptarchy — becaufe  England  is  England,  and 
England  has  extended  her  government  over  Wales* 
and  over  Scotland,  both  of  whofe  Gonftitutions, 
for  what  I  know,  or  for  what  I  care,  authortfed 
thofeentrufted  with  their  admaniftration  to  deftroy  ' 
them  at  pleafure,  ergo,  it  is  a  eonftitutional  princi. 
pie  in  the  Englifh  (that  is  to  fay  Irifh)  Govern- 
ment that  it  may  vote  its  own  diffoiutiori*  This 
is  the  mode  of  argument  adopted  in  England,  and 
purfued  in  all  thefpeeches  and  pamphlets  of  union, 
ids  in  Ireland.  But  what  renders  the  attempt  to 
reply  to  thofe  topics  mod  truly  affliding  to  me,  is 
the  painful  reflexion  of  bein^  prefent  whenmofl 
of  thofe  very  perfonages  applauded  the  grant  of 
4000I.  per  annum  penfion  (to  that  man  whofe  me- 
mory I  venerate  now,  in  the  fame  proportion  that 
I  was  enraptured  with  his  great  talents  then, — I 
mean  Mr.  Burke)  for.  employing  his  imprial  fan- 
cy in  laying  all  nature  under  contribution,  when  he 
maintained  in  his  writings,  and  they  fupported 
in  their  fpeeches,  do&rines  the  mod  adverfe  in- 
deed to  thofe  which  they  have  now  ventured  to 
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iexprefs— doftrines,  which  if  ever  countenanced, 
will  tranfmit  this  melancholy  abfurdity  to  pof- 
terity  ;  that  though  for  ten  years  every  kind  of 
innovation  was  reje&ed  for  fear  of  leading  to  a 
revolution,  yet  that  when  revolution  itfelf  was 
prbpofed.  it  was  not  only  acceded  to  with  plea- 
fnre  and  complacency,  but  juftified  on  principles 
ftriSly  conftittitional. 

O  melancholy  inftance  of  human  inctmfiften- 
cy  !•— -When  the  profeffions,  the  arguments,  the 
truths  maintained  during  a  controverfy  of  ten 
years  are  now,  that  a  fuperior  ftate  feels  it  her 
intereft,  and  fees  that  ihe  has  the  power  to  fport 
with  the  facred  bleffings  of  a  portion  of  mankind, 
—forgotten  and  denied.  Let  us  colled  all  the  ar- 
guments orithecompetenceof  Parliament,and  they 
will  be  found  reducible  under  01  e  of  thofe  heads-; 
ift,  Principles  of  Conftitution, — id,  Precedent, — 
3d,  Authority,— 4th,  Power.  The  firft  head  in- 
volves thofe  points  :  What  is  the  quantity  of  pow- 
er ?^  and  what  is  the  quality  of  the  trull  confided 
to  Parliament  ?  The  fallacy  of  the  whole  argument 
refpeSing  the  competence  of  Parliament,  depends 
on  an  affumption  on  the  part  of  Parliament  indi- 
vidually, of  thofe  rights  which  belong  to  the  whole 
nation  colle&ively  .  I  defy  any  perfon  to  Ihew 
one  inftance  in  which  *any  writer  on  the  laws  of 
nations  or  on  the  conftitutlons  of  flares,  maintains 
that  the  legiflative  power  can  change  the  Confti- 
tution, except  where  the  nation  has  in  exprefs 

terirs 


5? 

terms  given  it  the  exprefs  power  of  change;  or 
except  where  the  legiflative  enters  into  a  debate 
on  the  propriety  of  making  a  tqtal  change  in  the 
government,  and  the  wholg  nation  is  voluntarily 
iilent  upon  it,  in  which  cafe  this  filence  is  to  be 
confideredas  an  approbation  of  thea&sof itsrepre. 
fentatives. — The  Conftitution  of  a  State  ought  to 
be  fixed,  and  fince  that  was  firft  eftablifhed  by  the 
nation  which  afterwards  united  certain  perfpns 
with  the  legiflative  power ;  the  fundamental  Jaws 
are  excepted  from  their  coramifiion.  Tbefe  1  pgifla- 
tors  derive  their  power  from  the  Conftitution,  and 
they  cannot  change  it  without  deftroying  the 
foundation  of  their  authority. 

The  principle  of  change  is  not  that  of  the  Bri- 
tifti  Conftitution.  For  the  beft  reafons  that  prin- 
pie  was  reprobated  at  the  revolution— becaufe 
the  men  who  directed  it  were  moderate  and  wife* 
and  becaufe  the  hiftory  of  the  ancient  repub- 
lics particularly  that,  pf  Athens  (hewed  them 
fhat  principle  was  contrary  to  the  happinefs  of 
fockty,  and  was  at  length  fatal  to  the  liberty  of 
the  Athenian  people,  of  which  they  were  fo  jea: 
lous  without  knowing  hpw  to  enjoy  it.  In  our 
Conftitution  the  two  houfes  of  Parliament  in  con- 
cert  with  the  King  exercife  the  legiflative  power, 
and  if  there  is  no  moral  and  focial  obligation  to 
preferve  the  form  of  Government— the  two 
houfes  of  Parliament  might  refolve  to  fupprefs 
themfelves,  and  with  the  concurrence  of  the  king 
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jnVeft  hife  with  the  fell"}  ain£  abfolute  Govern* 
paent,  as  well  a*  it  might  vpte  its  own  diffolution, 
The  Qmftfrution  faw  how  far  the  principle  mighj 
be  pufhed  and  it  truly  never  recognised  it— -fa 
tnucb  far  principle  / 

As  for  precedent,  I-  have  endeavoured  before 
%o  make  a  diftin&jon  between  the  govern- 
ment of  a  cpuhtry  receiving  a  few  members 
within,  its  own  bofom;  and  that  govern- 
ment voting  its  own  diffolution.  There  is  a 
material  difference  in  my  humble  comprehenfion 
between  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  agreeing  to 
receive  a  few  members  from  the  kingdom  of 
Kerry  (fuppofing  it  independent),  and  that  Parr 
liament  fealing  its  6wn  death  warrant— -neither 
the  fuhmiffion  of  Wales,  the  treaty  with  Scot- 
land  ;-rnor  the  exercife  of  the  power  on  the 
part  of  the  Briiifh  Parliament,  can  at  all  influence 
this  queftion.  There  is  a  great  difference  between 
extending  the  power  of  the  ftate,  and  deftroying 
the  means  by  which  all  power  may  be  ex- 
tended. It  b  not  to  be  contended  becaufe' 
xht  gentlemen '  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  may 
hire  out  the  "  Usuf*uct"  of  their  voices^ 
that  therefore  they  have  a  right  to  part  with  the 
fee  and  inhkhit ance,* — -much  lefs  becaufe  they 
have  the  power  to  extend  the  Conftitutiori  to 
others,  they  therefore  have  a  right  to  deftroy  the 
Confutation  itfelf— what  is  moll  like  a  conftitutif 
pnal  precedent  for  our  Legiflature  exercifirig  a 

•     "      '       .   *  fovereign 
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Sovereign  controul,  is,  what  is  vulgarly  called 
the  revolution  of  1688.  It  is  contended  that  the 
proceedings  of  thefe  days  were  not**£  tefs  im- 
portance, than  any  Union,  or  any  other  nation- 
al event  that  is  either  known  or  can  be  imagined; 
and  that  therefore  as  there  is  no  difference  be- 
tween the  greatneis  of  the  obje&  to  be  atchieved, 
there  is  no  difference  between  the  power  to  be  ex- 
ercifed.  I  affert  that  it  was  under  the  very  fear 
that  fuch  an  argument  might  be  adduced,  that 
the  Commons  declared  an  abhorrence  againft  in- 
novation of  any  kind,  left  it  might  fhake  the 
fubmiffion  of  poflerky  to  the  Conftitution:-— 
They  declared  that  the  throne  was  abdicated—- 
They  maintained  the  principles  of  the  Conftituti- 
on, they  did  not  deftroy  it.  So  much  for  prece- 
dent. Now  as  to  authority,  it  is  to  thofe  who 
re-afferted  the  exifting  Government  of  England 
(of  which  that  of  Ireland  is  a  perfeft  tranfcript) 
that  we  muft  naturally  refer,  and  I  undertake  to 
fay,  that  'Lord,  Sonjerjs  and  the  whigs  of  1688, 
proceeded  on  this  principle  "  that  an  uninter- 
rupted inheritance  furnifhed  the  fureft  principle 
of  confervation  and  the  fafeft  principle  of  tranf* 
million,,  without  excluding  the  principle  of  im- 
provement, and  that  the  JJritifli  Conftitution  glo- 
ried in  the  idea  of  being  tranfmitted  to  pofterity 
in  the  fame  manner  in  which  we  tranfinit  pro- 
perty and  life."  It  was  therefore  that  at  the 
trial  of  Sacheverel?  that  ..Sir  Jofeph  Jekyl,  Mr- 
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Lechmere,  Walpele>  *nd  Sir  John  Holland^  all  di£ 
claimed  the  ruinous  do&rine  of  the  power  of  Par- 
liament extending  to  the  new  modelling  the  ftate. 
They  countenanced  no  doftrine  amounting  to  a 
diflblution  of  the  contract  between    the  crown 
and  the  people,  which  they  contended  alwayshad 
an  exiftence.  They  gave  no  precedent  to  author- 
rife  the  change  in  the  form  of  government ;  but 
they  were  uniform  and  confident  in  their  endea- 
vours to  prevent  the  regal  power  being,  fwallowed 
up  on  pretence  of  popular  rights,  or  the  popular 
rights  being  deftroyed  on  pretence  of  legiflative 
power.    They  did  as  Mr.  Burke  well  expreffed 
it  (in  his  fpeech  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in 
1790,)  "  they  pre  vented  a  revolution  and  dif claim- 
ed all  competency  to  make  one j  they  took  folid 
fecurhiefr— they  fettled  doubtful  quefttons  and 
corrected  anomalies  in  our  law,  in  the  (table  fun- 
damental  parts  they  made  no    revolution — the 
nation  kept  the  fame  ranks— the  fame  orders — 
the  fame  privileges— the    fame  franchifes — the 
fame  commons— -the  fame  corporations  and  the 
fame  ele&ors,"    they  neither  impaired  the  mp- 
narchy  nor  voted  their  diflblution  ;  and  to  ufe  the 
words  of  the  Whigs  themfelves ' "  to  innovate  on 
the  Confthution  could  not  be  allowed,  nay  it 
would  have  been  a  crime— the  revolution  did  not 
introduce  any  innovation,  it  was  only  the  refto- 
ration  of  the  ancient  fundamental  Conltitution 
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of  the  kingdom  and  giving  it  its  proper  force 

and  energy." 

.   This  is  a  painful  argument  to  thofe  who  have 

ever  loved  or  admired  the  J>eft  principles  of  our 
mixed  form  of  Government.  Thefe  are  bitter  fen- 
fatibns  to  thofe  who  like  myfelf  are  juft  able  to 
remember  that  they  faw,  or  thought,  they  fa w  in 
the  year  1782  the  Sun  of  Irifli  Independence* 
rifing  with  majefty  and  grandeur  above  the  hori* 
ion,  cautioufty  and  gradually  difpeliing  the  black 
clouds  of  bigotry  and  prejudice  ;  drying  up  thofe 
places  which  were  watered  with  tears  and  wetted 
with  the  blood  of  a  divided  and  discontented  peo- 
ple. Thefe  are  heart-rending  notions  to  thofe  who 
have  been  educated  in  the  beft  principles  of  that 
Conftitution,  who  have  confidered  it  4  pledge  of 
national  amity  and  love,  and  who  have  no  reafon 
to  change  the  opinion  of  their  early  life,  that  it 
had  all  the  rudiments  effeiuiai  to  good  Govern- 
ment- Thefe  are  the  days  of  recommencing  affile* 
tion  to  thofe  who  have  been  compelled  to  narrow 
their  converfe  to  the  intimacy  of  a  few,  whofe 
liberality,  mild  and  lovely,  would  like  the  'f  fo* 
ber  evenings  ray,*'  unite  the  difcordant  elements 
into  peace,  left  the  tranquillity  of  fociety  might 
be  lhattered  by  the  wild  and  undifciplined  con- 
tentions of  religious  and  political  enthufiafts,  or 
its  harmony  untuned  by  tha  riotous  inurbanity 
of  maddened  bigotry.  Indeed  the  Uftionifts 
may  if  they  pleafc  gnaw  the  Conftitution  as  efta- 
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b&hedhi  17S4  wkh  vermin  whifpers,  and  Worry 
it  with  unbecoming  reproaches.  But  that  Con* 
ftitution  denies  that  it  ever  gate  any  power  to 
thofe  who  fhould  be  entrufted  with  its  care,  to 
extinguifh  it  for  fever*  It  fays  4C  indeed  *it  is  dif- 
ficult to  give  limits  to  the  mere  abftraft  compe- 
tence of  the  fupreme  power,  but  the  limits  of  a 
indral  competence*  fubje&irig  occafional  yill  to 
permanent  reafon,  and  to  the  fteady  maxims  of 
faith,  juftice,  and  fixed  fundamental  policy,  are 
perfe&ly  intelligible/  and  perfe&ly  binding  on 
thofe  who  exercife  any  authority  under  any  name, 
Gt  under  any  title  in  the  ft^te.— -The  Houfe  of 
Lords  is  not  morally  competent  to  diflblve  itfelf, 
nor  to  abdicate*  if  it  would,  its  portion  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  kingdom.  By  as  ftrong 
or  a  ftroriger  reafon,  the  Houfe  'of  Commons 
cannot  renounce  its  (hare  of  authority.  The  en- 
gagement and  pad  of  fociety  which  generally  goes 
by  the  name  of  the  Conftkution,  forbids  fuch 
innovation  and  ftoch  furrender.  The  c  onftittf  ent 
parts  of  a  ftate  mud  hold  their  public  faith  with 
each  other,  and  with  all  thofe  who  derive  a  ferious 
intereft  under  their  engagement,  as  much  as  the 
whole  ftate  is  bound  to  keep  its  faith  with  feparate 
communities.  Otherwife  competence  and  power 
would  be  entirely  confounded,  and  no  law  left 
but  the  will  of  a  prevailing  force.*,~- Thefe  are 

*  Burke'*  reflections. 

I  my 


5» 

i 

my  reafons  for  denying  the  competenee  of  Par- 
liament  to  deftroy  the  Conftitution  of  Ireland,, 
and  if  they  are  not  conclufive  and  fatisfa&ory  I 
fee  no  caufe  why  the  Imperial  Legiflature  might 
not  as  well  vote  ait  Union  with  France,  as  the  par- 
liament of  Ireland  vote  an  Union  wirh  Great 
Britain.  • 
Clofecon-  Here  then  in  my  opinion,  this  enquiry  might 
ncxion      very  fafeiy  be  clofed.  If  this  meafure  is  on  re-exa- 
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land  thro'  mination  calculated  to  deprefs  your  country, — if 
the  medi-  there  js  j^q  power  in  Parliament  to  effeft  this. 

unror  a  * 

refidcnt .  change,  what  other  topics  are  there  which  require 
legiflature  tcy^  inveftigated  ?  yes,  there  are  great  difficulties 
cd  and  ftill  to  be  overcome, — difficulties  which  no  feeling 
improved,    jn(j         look,  at  without  a  tear,  but  which  no 

tried  as  a  .  .' 

conferva-  magnanimous  heart  could  let  pafs  without  fuitable 
tive  pnn-  0bferVation.     Since  I  have  ventured  to  exprefs  an 

ciple  tor  * 

Ireland     opinion  on  a  great  fubjeft,  to  a  great  and  enlight- 

Ero  ^re     ened  Public>  *  feel  xt  a  dxxtY  w^ch  *  6we   tha* 

pubKc,  a  duty  which  I  owe  my  own  character  as  a 
man,  not  to  be  broken  down  or  difcouraged  by 
any  obstacles  which  the  unhappy  fituation  of  the 
world  in  general,  or  the  more  afflicting  fituation 
of  this  country  in  particular,  may  throw  in  the 
way  of  a  generous  policy  and  an  endearing  mag- 
nanimity. When  therefore  I  attempt  to  explore  all 
the  difficulties,  ail  the  dangers  which  hang  over 
this  country,  I  think  I  can  commence  fuch  a  car- 
reer with  a  mind  at  lead  untainted  with  malignity, 
with  bafe  fa&iofcs  views;  or  vindi&ive  malice,  but 
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not 'without  its  being  considerably  awed  by  a  Fear- 
ful fe&fe  of  the  uncertainty  which  impends  over 
all  the  judgments  and  all  the  affairs  of  men.  I* 
know  that  in  the  divided  and  diftrafted  ftate  of 
Ireland,  I  have  no  reafon  to  expeQ:  that  I  (hall 
ever  hear  the  grateful  mufic  of  my  country's  efti- 
mation  for  expreffing  the  honeft  fentiments  of  my 
heart.  If  on  the  other  hand,  I  (hall  be  certain 
of  meeting  the  fneers  of  the  defperate,  and  the 
frowns  of  the  powerful,  I  (hall  on  the  other  have 
.all  the  confolation  which  arifes  from  the  exercife 
of  a  calm,  unbialfed,  and  deliberative  reafon,  dif- 
claiming  to  be  fed  with  the  vifions  and  imagina- 
tions of  things,  which  even  if  effedecL  could  never 
be  realized  without  the  reciprocated  retaliations 
of  blood  and  rapine,  and  without  greater  facrifices 
than  any  country  under  Heaven  was  ever  yet  he- 
ceflitated  to  make. — I  do  fay  then,  that  under  all 
the  melancholy  and  afflifting  fcenes  which  we  have 
witneffed  in  our  own  country,  under  all  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  Europe,  under  the  various  com„ 
mercial  and  political  relations  in  which  we  (land 
to  Great  Britain,  under  every  view  of  national 
intereft  and  imperial  policy,  the  greatefl^  poffi- 
ble  good  which  can  arife  to  Ireland,  with  the 
lead  poffibie  evil,  is  a  connexion  with  England  on 
principles  which  England  can  fubfcribe  to,  with- 
out the  facrifice  of  her  deareft  interefts  or  her 
dignity,  and  which  Ireland  can  adhere  to  with- 
out the  furrender  of  her  honor.    A  refident  legif- 
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flature  and  her  exifting  conftitution  clean  fed,  as 
jnuch  as  the  unionifts  pleafe,  of  thofeabufes  which 
have  been  admitted  upon  all  fides  fince  the  com- 
mencement  of  the  prefent  difcuffion.  Theie  are 
no  times,  jvhen  all  cpnfidence  between  all  defcrip* 
tions  of  perfons  of  all  nations  is  cut  up,  for  any 
perfons  of  ajxy  nation  to  repofe  an  unbounded 
confidence  in  the  profeffions  of  (hangers*  Thefe 
are  no  times  for  having  our  politics  dependent  or} 
every  (hip  which  fails  from  the  port  of  our  enemy  \ 
or  veering  and  ihifting  iq  our  Speculations,  when 
a  new  battalion  is  attached  to  the  army  cf 
JZngland.-^l$Q%  no,  they  are  times  for  cleaving  tq 
fome  vigorous  and  manly  principles  which  arreft 
pur  common^  notice*  becaufe  they  embrace  pur 
common  intereft. 

Every  ftep  I  approach  the  principle  already  laid 
down,  I  fee  the  reftoration  of  national  peace  and 
encreafcd  fecurity  to  the  Britifli  empire.; — When! 
turn  my  back  upon  it,  there  is  nothing  liable, 
nothing  permanent',  nothing  fecure.  One  dreary 
dreadful  vifto  of  national  ruin  prefents  itfelf,— 
of  cfyfhmg  claims,  and  quixotic  fpeculattons?  One 
thing  certain  arifing  out  of  the  extravagant  fob-' 
limities  and  eccentric  rovings  of  pur  minds,  the 
deftru&ion  of  this  commercial  country,  and  the 
Slaughter  of  multitudes  of  the  braveft  and  the  moil 
virtuous  of  the  community.  Take  any  other  prin* 
ciple,  and  we  confound  all  meafure  betweeameans 
and  ends—^our  headlong  defires  become  our  poli? 

»  /  • 

tics 


it «»» 


6i 

tics  and  our  morals.  On  one  fide  we  have  France 
briftling  in  arms,  covered  over  with  her  bracelet^ 
and  adulterous  trinket*,  fcre^hing  the  ijipft  fer 
du&ve  but  deftru&iye  promifes,  and  incapable 
of  realizing  bvk>j  the  p$rt  profeifion&  of  love 
and  affe&ion,  without  alrapfl  blowing  (he  country 
put  of  the  fyftem  of  nature*  When ,  we  tranflate 
the  words :  *?  attempt  at  separation  from  Eng* 
land  by  the  affiftance  pf  1'reuch  force,'9,  we  muft 
fet  down  fo  much  fqr  the  lurches  and  counter- 
inarches  of  coafli&iijg  arn$e$,  for  defeats  and 
yi&priev-rfo  much  fpr  the  workings  of  /erocious 
paffioas  raifed  to  jthqr  greateft  height  by  mutual 
revenge  and  reciprocal  outrages,— fo  much  for 
daughter  in  the  field,  fp  mpch  for  fepret  murders 
9fid  mufikd  confpiracies,-rfo  muph  for  famine 
brought  upon  a  province^fo  much  for  fhe  fuf- 
penfipn  of  every  kind  pf  trade,— fo  much  for 
widqws  and  orphans,— fo  much  for  maffacres  and 
affaffinations  iii  every  place— pf  every  kind,-rfQ 
much  for  the  confiscations  and  permutations  of 
property  pf  thofe  who  oppofed  that  enemy,  pre- 
suming trim  fuccefsful, — fp*  much  for  thoiifands 
Roomed  to  wafte  away  an  exiftence  in  the  dreary 
predn&s  of  a  prifon,  or  to  perifti  on  a  fcaffbld, 
foppofing  him  defeated  and  fubdued,— fo  much 
for  G^eat  Britain  whilft  undifputed  miftrefs  of 
the  feas,  diminifhing  (if  thg"enemy  fucceeded) 
the  means  of  his  affault  on  her  own  territory,  by 
deftroying  every  thing  which  contributed  to  our 
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national  ftrength,— fo  much  for  this  enemy  draw* 
ing  his  refources  from  an  harafled  and  impoverifh- 
ed  land,  in  proportion  to  the  -violence  and  vigor 
with  which  he  was  affailed,— fo  much  for  letting 
loofe  the  daemons  of  rapine  and  lull  withiii  the 
field  of  cultivated  fociety,  and  giving  to  the  brutal 
ferocity  of  the  molt  ferocious  its  full  fcope  and 
range  of  invention.  There  is  no  occafion  to 
heighten  this  pi&ure  by  recurring  to  the  conduft 

.  *  ■ 

which  this  enemy  has  purfued,  to  thofe  countries 
he  has  invaded,  nor  no  neceffity  to  examine  thofe 
new  principles  which  have  emanated  from  minds 
—fUll  grown  and  matured.  Whether  defeated, 
whether  fuccefsful,  thefe  are  a  few  of  the  certain, 
pofitive,  and  immediate  evils,  which  rufli  on  my 
imagination,  when  in  one  view  of  the  queftion 
I  depart  from  the  prefiding  principle  which  I  have 
already  ftated,— r/g/5r  connexion  with  England, 
through  the  medium  of  a  refident'  legijlature,  invU 
gorated  and  improved.— 

When  mjhnefs  drives 
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Impetuous  pn,  thefcourge  of  Heaven  uplifted 
Lajhes  the  Fury  forward. 

Again  is  it  for  ever  to  be  the  great  misfortune 
of  our  nature,  not  to  know  where  to  flop,  or  how 
"  to  compound  with  fituations .?  Are  we  to  lofe 
all  we  have  ever  gained,  becaufe  we  cannot  ob- 
tain all  we  have  ever  wanted  ?  We  would  do 
well  likewife  to  tranflate  this  word  Union  j  and 
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if  I  hare  failed  in  convincing  your  minds,  I  hive  at 
ieaft  fetisfied  my  own,  that  it  is  a  meafure  on  the* 
part  of  a  fuperio*  ftate,  of  loftinefs,  confidence,, 
and  rigor,  when  moderation,  prudence  and  equa- 
lity ought  to  be  purfued.  It  is  an  abandonment 
of  the  long  •tried,  long  valued  principle1  of  holding  • 
communities  together  by  an  evident  and  f olid  irtterejir 
for  the  little  wretched,  fhifting  politico  of  the 
day.  It  is  a  feeble  attempt  to  difturb  and  force  na- 
ture, and  to  pccafioa  what  is  generally  the  con- 
fequence  of  fuch  an  interruption  of  the  ar- 
rangement fhe  has  made,  difcontent,  diflruftand 
confufioiu  I  (hall  not  heighten  the  pi£ture>  be- 
caufe  I  (hall  entertain  the  fuppofition  that  it  never 
will  be  realized,  and  becaufe  I  write  not  for  the 
appiaufe  of  a  giddy  populace,  but  to  the  calm 
and  approving  judgment  of  enlightened  men.— 
Here  then  \  fee,  nothing  but  mifery  to  the  country 
and  confequeatly  weaknefs  to  the  Empire,  when 
I  depart  from  the  prefiding,,  immutable  principle  , 
which  I  have  already  laid  down,  ch/e  connection 
with  England f,  through  the  medium  of  a  refident 
Legi/lature  invigorated  and  improved* 

But  let  us  weigh  every  thing  with  prudence  and  ift,  By  * 
with  care.     What  is  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  rf  vi*w  of 
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country?  The  exiiting  government  confiderably  0f  Irc- 
ftrengthened,  iftj  by  proving  itfelf  fuperior  toland# 
plans  madly  laid,  and  defperately  attempted;  and 
fecondly,  by  the  ftrong  continuing  recollection 
on  the  part  of  all  ranks  and  descriptions  of  peo- 
ple* 


pie,  &f  t\\e  dfre&dfai  eVils  of  thei*  letting  ioofei 
populace ;  and  certainly  nbt  weakened  in  the  eyes 
of  any  rational  and  fefleftiiig  man,  by  the  extra* 
ordinary  fcenfes  which  wis  have  witnefied  in  too* 
ther  country*  Defended  from  without,^  by  it  na- 
Vy  unequalled  in- the  beft  dine  of  BrltiJh  Wftory  % 
and  within,  with  a  more  gallant  and  powerful  ai> 
thy,  than  the  hiftory  of  Ireland  can  furnlfti  an 
example  of*  The  taxes  not  unproduftife  (thank* 
to  the  forefight  and  liberality  with  Which  the  new 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  bas  commenced  his 
career)  under  all  the  preffure  of  tbe  times,  alid  the 
melancholy  extent  to  which  this  unhappy  war 
has  been  protra&ed-i-I  do  net  declare  that  there 
afe  not  caufes,  for  dtje&ion,  fo*  humiliation, 
for  forrow  j  all  I  affert  is,  that  thefre  are  none  for 
defpair.  Therefore  it  is  that  X  might  apply  the 
words  which  were  ufed  by  Dermtftbetoet  tb  induce 
tbe  Athenians  net  to  fink  under,  but  to  bear  up 
againft,  the  pf  effiire  of  their  misfortunes.  We  have 
indeed  reafon  to  rejoice  that  we  tan  draw  our 
future  hopes  from  our  pad  calamities,  for  if  we 
had  afted  in  every  thing  as  we  ought,  and  the  alie- 
nation of  mind  and  the  religious  and  political 
diffenfions  between  the  inhabitants  of  the  fame 
country  were  in  the  fituation  they  now  are,  there 
could  have  remained  no  hope  of  better  days— in 
what  caufes  thefe  diffenfions  have  originated— 
how  they  have  been  inflamed  to  their  prefcnt  de- 
plorable and  difaftrous  extent— or  in  what  man- 
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nerthey  can  be  cured,  are  topics  I  thank  God 
"wholly  irrevelant  to  the  prefent  difcuflion.    They 
are  for  the  Legiflature — -all  I  know  is  this,  that 
-the  (boner  they  are  corre&ed,  the  fooner  the 
Government  will  be  refpefted  by  the  country, 
and  the  fooner  it  will  be  formidable  to  all  its  ene- 
-mies.     To  fay  that  thefe  errors  cannot  be  cured, 
that  the  hand  which  infli&ed  the  wouud  cannot  be 
ffretched  forth  to  adminrfter  theremedy,  andenfure 
*he  cure,  is  moft  extravagant  indeed — it  argues 
fuch  an  ignorance  of  human  nature,  and  fuch  a 
Jack  of  the  knowledge  of  the  hiftory  of  jnankind 
*— not  to  be  fatisfied,    that   the  mbft  inveterate  ' 
evils— and  the  moft  four  and  malignant  prejudices 
might  be  made   to  bend  before  the   exertions 
of  a  manly-minded  legiflature,  that  I  own  I  can 
hardly  think  that   arguments  to   the    contrary 
deferve  to  be  treated  with  the  mildnefs  of  rebuke. 
But    inftead    of  fliunning  enquiry,  or  running 
away  from  the  review  of  the  correction  of  thefe 
defe&s,  (and  great  God,  what  government  is  free 
from  fault')  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  world, 
if  our  legiflature  affumed  a  manly  front  and  per - 
^  fevering  intrepidity,  fure  I  am  that  it  never  had 
ib  favourable  an  opportunity  for  binding  up  our 
.  frame  of  polity  with  bur  deareft  domeftic  ties,  and 
giving  both  our  conftitution  and  our  property  a 
ftability  which  they  never  before  poffeflfed.    What 
is  government,  and  what  is  there  in  the  charac- 
ter of  Iriflimen,  that  fhould  fill  a  ftrong  fteady 
government  with  fear,  alarm,  >  and  apprehenfion, 
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in  performing  all  the  great  duties  of  hu  inanity.—- 
Government,  as  it  was  once  well  defined  by  a 
great  Englilh  orator,  "  is  the  feminary  of  the 
foul."  We  are  all  a  fet  of  children  who  mi\ft 
be  managed,  and  it  will  feldom  happen,  that 
the  pupil  man,  will  not  carry  through  life 
,  mod  ot  the  properties  of  his  great  matter,  go- 
vernment. A  captivating  greatnefs  of  mind 
fhould  be  its  endearing  and  prepofleffing  charac- 
terise. It  fhould  aim  at  great  ends  by  great 
means,  proteQ:  the  weak,  relieve  the  oppreffed, 
right  the  injured,  but  on  no  confideration  coun- 
tenance  injuftice.  By  the  over-ruling  pleni- 
tude of  its  power  it  fliould  reftrain  the  vio- 
lent, and  difarm  its  enemies,  as  well  by  rigour 
when  oppofed  to  them  in  the  field,  as  by  an  ab- 
horrence of  vice  and  a  marked  love  of  virtue* 
Indeed  the  natural  effeft  of  fidelity,  clemency, 
kindnefs  and  prote&ion  in  governors,  is  peace 
and  amity,  order  and  efteem,  on  the  part  of  the 
governed. 

I  muft  fairly,  however,  admit  to  the^  Union- 
iffcs,  all  the  heart-rending  and  melancholy  truths 
adduced  from  the  ftate  of  the  country,  andbrought 
in  illuftration  of  their  arguments,  though  I  mull 
for  ever  contend,  that  the  remedy  which  they 
propofe  for  our  national  evils,  is  neither  founded 
in  long-fighted  wifdom,  nor  confident  with  their 
fpecious  and  querulous  pretentions  to  a  ftrong- 
nerved  humanity.    I  have  no  with  to  make  the 
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claims  of  any  body  of  men  on  the  juftice  of  the 
legiflature,  a  ftalkmg-horfc  to  popularity.  Whe- 
ther I  were  difpofed  to  admit  or  deny  all  the 
accusations  brought,  not  againft  individuals  in- 
deed, but  againft  whole  denominations  and  general 
descriptions  of  men  in  thi«  country,  I  can  have  no 
hesitation  in>  thinking,  that  the  man  who  fitp 
down  deliberately  to  tear  away  every  plaifter 
which  has  been  placed' upon  this  bleeding  ftate, 
h  equally  deficient  in-  wifdotn  and  humanity.  It 
is:  quite  alike  to  the  community,  whether  this 
eondu&  proceeds  from  malignity  or  zeal.  It  is  a. 
temper  which  ought  not  to  be  encouraged,  be- 
caufe  it  is  mifchievous.  It  would  be  happy  for  the 
repofe  of  mankind,  if  thofe  who  light  up  the 
flames  of  difcord  by  their  fury,  were  the  only 
perfons  who  were  to  extinguifh  them  with  their 
blood. 

Above  the  vilenefs  of  writing  for  any  faSipn, 
or  adopting  from  inter  eft  any  opinion,  having 
little  to  hope,  and  left  to  apprehend,  from  any 
minifter,  I  muft  fay,  that  let  the  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land be  as  adverfe  to  our  conftitution,  as  our  fta* 
tutes  are  hoftile  and  injurious  to  them,  let  the 
accufations  which  are  made  againft  them  be  juft 
or  unjuft,  founded  or  unfounded — ^et  their  opi- 
nions and.  their  inclinations  be  like  or  unlike 
thofe  of  other  men,  various,  flu&ating,  and  con- 
tradicting, either  they  are  or  they,  are  not  fub- 
je&s  for  further  legislative  indulgence*    If  no  new 
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occurrences  have  pointed  out  the  neceffity  of  mak- 
ing the  Catholics  an  efficient  part  of  the  phyfical 
and  fubftantial  fupport  of  this  ifland,  both  Pro- 
teftant  and  Catholic  mud  hope  that  time  will  al- 
lay diffenfions,  which  anger  has  inflamed,  and 
both  will  really  confult  their  common  intereft, 
by  confulting  the  principles  of  common  fenfe  and 
common  humanity,  and  both  will  alike  look 
forward- to  fome  happy  tirflc,  when  all  their  dif* 
fcnfions,  by  fome  legiflative  provifion  would  be 
buried  in  an  eternal  grave.  A  co-paxtnerftiip 
in  great  national  misfortunes  would  be  at 
beft  to  the  Catholics  a  miserable  exaltation  : 
To  diftra&  the  country,  in  looking  for  advan- 
tages when  the  queftion  was,  Conftitution,  ox 
no  Conftitution  at  all,  would  not  only  be  fatal 
to  their  own  interefts,  but  to  thofe  of  the  entire 
community.  But  if  in  the  prefent  clafh  and  jum- 
ble of  nations,  it  is  dangerous  and  impolitic  to 
keep  any  defcription  of  men  in  the  bofom  of  a 
ft  ate,  writhing  under  the  impreffion  of  injuries, 
ought  it  not  be  the  legiflature  of  the  country 
which  (hould  take  thofe  perfons  under  its  imme- 
diate protection  and  benevolence,  and  intereft 
them  by  the  deareft  ties,  in  the  preservation  of  this 
iU-foted  community. — Supposing  the  Catholics 
incorrigible  enemies,  or  fuppofing  tfrem  friend* 
to  the  Conftitution,  any  other  conduct  in  the  le- 
giflature would  be  unworthy  the  name  and  cha+ 
ja&er  of  Irifhmen.   If  they  are  incorrigible  enemies 
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U  the  Conftitution>  any  drunken  invalid  (laid  Mr, 
Burke,  in  fome  one  of  his  fpeecfaes)  is  qualified 
to  hoift  the  flag,  and  deliver  up  the  keys  of  the 
fortrefs  on  his  kn^es ;;  hut  it  is  the  part  of  a  mag- 
nanimous general  to  defend  his  poft  of  import- 
ance and  of  truft ,  to  the  very  laft,  even  againft 
the  moft  powerful  enemy*     If  like  other  men* 
they  entertain  different  fhades  of  political  opi- 
nion, the  affairs  of  religion  fhould  not  difturb  the  . 
fweet  and  endearing  exercife  of  mutual  friend* 
(hips,  and  political  interefts  ought  not  to  poifoa 
and  pervert  the  fpirit  of  religion  upon  all  fides. 
But  fuppofing  a  cafe  which  from  no  flight  obferv* 
atibrt  for  fome  years  on  the  general  condu&of 
the  Engliih  Adminiftration,  I  think  not  very  un- 
likely to  occur,  that  in  either  event,  Union  or 
no  Union,  the  Catholic  claim  would  not  influence 
the  queftion  at  all,-— the  inference  i$  obvious.—', 
If  the  admiffion  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  into 
the  Englifh  Government  is  now  conceived  perfect- 
ly compatible  with  the  fafety  of  the  Engliih  Con- 
ftitution,  though  many  ingenious  diftin&ions  haVe 
been  taken,  and  though  many  hair-fplitting  meta- 
phyficians  have  argued  otherwife;  yet  I  own  I  ne- 
ver yet  have  feen  any  fair  logical  inference,  which 
founded  on  the  danger  of  the  ftate,  fairly  de- 
monftrated  the  neceflity  of  excluding  them  from 
a  due  participation  of  all  the  advantages  in  our 
mixed  form  of  polity.      So  far,  however,  from 
conceiving  that  an  Union  can  allay  even  the  reli- . 
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gious  diffentibns  of  this  country,  it  requires  ite, 
fuperior  difcernment  to  forefee,  that  it  will  ne. 
ceffarily  confiderabiy  inflame  the  exifting  ani- 
mofities ;  and  if  it  fhould  id  happen,  that  po- 
litical antipathies  fhould  affume  a  more  dreaded 
and  determined  chara&er ; — if  all  trade  fhould  be- 
comparatively  diminished,  and  all  chance  of  an 
ameliorated  condition  be  totally  taken  away,  I 
cannot  think  that  the  perfon  lays  any  great  claim 
to.  a  prophetic  chara&er,  who  ventures  to  predift 
fome  volcanic  eruption,  more  furious  than  the 
worft  of  thofe  which  this  diftra&ed  land  has  here- 
tofore  had  the  afflifting  misfortune  to  encounter* 
I  know  full  well,  when  I  look  into  the  bofom  of 

riiy  own  family,  when  I  take  the  range  and  furvey 
of  my  dear  eft  friends  ;  or  when  I  regard  the  ho- 
norable motives  of  many  ineftimable  men  who  fuji- 
port  this  meafure,  that  there  is  a  widely  differing 
opinion  as  to  the  effett  which  an  Union  will  have 
in  fecuring  the  country  againft  the  repetition  of 
thofe  fcenes  which  we  have  lately  witneffed.  But 
truft  me,  my  countrymen,  that  the  real  danger 
to  eftablifhed  Government  is  lefs  from  its  enemies 
than  itfelf.-*-Look  at  the  hiftory  of  your  own 
country ,-rrlook  to  the  hiftory  of  ail  nations  and 
all  times,  and  you  will  find  that  the  iffue  of  all 
revolutions  is  fo  uncertain,  that  the  fcenes  that 
too  often  ufher.them  in,  are  fo  turbulent  and  fo 
bloody,  the  prejudices  on  the  fide  of  ancient 
.eftablifhments  fo  great,  and  the  interefts  involved 
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in  their  fupport  fo  powerful,  that  while  they  pro- 
vide in  any  tolerable  meafure  for  the  happinefs  of 
the  people,  they  may  bid  defiance  to  all  the  efforts 
of  theii  enemies.  Looking,  therefore,  with  the 
clofeft  eye  even  at  the  word  part  of  our  pi&ure, 
—our  religious  and  political  diffentions,  I  can  fee  < 

nothing  that  fhould  feduce  an  honeft  mind,  nor 
deter  a  manly  legislator  from  adhering  to  the  great 
protecting  and  prefidirig  which  I  have  already  laid 
down,— € lofe  connexion  with  England^  through  the 
medium  of  a  refident  legiflature  invigorated  and  im- 
proved. 

We  are  now  arrived  at  that  point  of  the  argu-  Confem- 
ment,  when  it  is  neceffary  to  try  this  principle tlv^  prln" 

9  J  J  *  r  >    ciplc  now 

by  the  relation  in  which  we  ftand  to  our  external  tried  by  a 
enemies*    Here  poffibly  it  might  be  fufEcient  for  JJ]^®  f 
the  argument,  to  contraft  the  prefent  fituation  of  Europe. 
France,  with  her  fituation  when  this  queftion  was 
lad  agitated,  and  to  infer  that  as  the  extent  of 
her  conquefts,  or  her  confidence  in  vi&ory  could 
not  be  fo  great  now  as  they  were  then ;  therefore 
as<we  oppofed  the  meafure  when  fhe  wasfiufhed 
and  animated  with  fuccefs,  we  ought  not  to  be 
lefs  difpofed  to  waiver  in  our  refolution  when  (he 
has  fuftained  great  comparative  reverfes $ — when 
fhe  appears  likely  to  be  torn  to  her  very  centre  by 
internal  commotions. 

In  an  argument  of  thi^kind,  that  happy  occur- 
fence*  a  general  peace  cannot  be  a  fubjeft  for  any 
fpeculation.    We  muft  fuppofe,  therefore,  a  con- 
tinuation 
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tinuation  of  the  war,  and  when  we  fuppofe  it,  I 
entreat  for  one  to  be  confidered  as  not  having  the 
principles  of  humanity  fa  blunted  by  all  the  heart- 
rending recitals  of  the  devaftation  of  our  fpecies, 
as  not  to  pant  with  impatience  for  the  happy 
termination  of  this  vindictive  conteft.  If  the 
war  is  to  be  continued,  our  naval  and  mili- 
tary eitablifhments  are  in  an  unequaled  ftate 
of  vigor  and  preparation.  If  great  expences 
are  required  to  fupport  thofe  eftabliflunents, 
the  monopoly  of  whatever  trade  there  is,  gives 
us  a  great  comparative  advantage  over  our 
enemies*  Though  the  War,  and  the  monopoly  it 
gives,  do  not  permit  thofe  countries  to  derive 
any  thing  like  the  advantages  from  its  continua- 
tion, which  they  muft  derive  from  a  general 
peace.  For  one,  my  mind  has  never  been  accus- 
tomed to  compofing  or  chanting  death  fongs  over 
the  fall  of  either  of  thefe  great  empires.  They 
have  both  great  means,  great  fpirits,great  courage, 
and  great  enthufiafm.  If  we  look  to  the  people  of 
all  claffes  and  defcriptions  in  England ;  if  we 
turn  our  eyes  at  home,  there  appears  no  lack  of 
zeal,  no  difpbfition  to  forego  making  great  facri- 
fices,  to  maintain  our  iflands  chafte  and  inviolate 
from  the  ravages  of  an  invading  en€ttiy.  But 
fuppofing  the  ftrength  or  weakneis  of  France  can 
or  cannot  influence  the  quefton,  if  France  ii  more 
powerful,  Ireland  and  the  empire  never  wpre 
more  formidably  prepared.  If  France  is  lefe  pow- 
erful, 
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erful,  the  inference  is  obvious  *,  there  is  lefs  ne- 
ceffity  (feven  fuppofing  an  Union  to  ftrengthen  the 
empire)  for  the  meafure.  But  -  for  the  purpofe 
of  argument,  we  will  fuppofe  as  fome  fondly 
imagine,  that  Sieyes  and  Buonaparte  are  prepar- 
ing the  way  for  the  introduction  of  a  king: 
or  as  others  who  are  difpofed  to  put  a  mod  fa- 
vourable conftru&ion  on  whatever  happens  in 
France  fuppofe,  that  all  fad  ions  are  to  termi- 
nate, all  differences  to  fubfide,  and  that  the 
country  is  now  to  obtain  a  ftrength,  energy  and 
power,  to  which,  fince  the*  sera  of  the  revolution, 
it  had  not  before  arrived.  In  the  former  cafe 
there  would  be  left  neceffity  for  an  Union  ;  in  the 
latter  cafe  Union  -cannot  poffibly  ftrengthen  our 
•connexion  with  England— it  may  weaken  it.  Of 
all  things  under  heaven,  my  nature' moft  recoils 
at  the  idea  of  any  nation's  repofing  in  an  invad- 
ing army ;  or  trucking  and  hqxtering  on  fubje&6 
of  domeftic  concern  with  an  invading  enemy. 
The  principle  of  admitting  a  foreign  power  to  in- 
terfere in  what  is  properly  of  national  concern, 
has  never  yet  that  I  have  known  in  hiftory, 
worked  well,  but  in  a  folitary  inftance  ;  and 
thofe  who  ftudy  the  hiftory  of  that  time,  will  fee 
at  how  many  periods  the  advantages  which  were 
likely  to  be  derived  from  it,  were  held  by  the 
mod  uncertain  tenure.-  I  think  it  an  ungenerous 
-and  unmanly  principle  to  entertain  towards 
wr  country.      All  the  advantages  which  have 
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ever  been  derived  from  it,  have  been  nar- 
row, feeble,  uncertain,  and  precarious.  But 
when  I  confider  the  fubjed  I  aqi  difcufiing, 
I.muft  take  human  nature  as  I  find  it,  influenced 
as  it  is  in  every  clime  and  every  age,  by  the  fafhz- 
on,  the  folly,  or  the  wickednefs  of  the  world. — 
As  the  apprehenfion  that  our  enemies  abroad  Co- 
operating with  the  difcoirtented  ar  home,  is  made 
a  ground  for  the  meafqre,  it  is  indumbent  on  me 
to  fhew,  that  fuch  an  argument  can  have  no  in- 
fluence in  determining  the  queftion. — The  fafety 
of  Ireland,  Union  or  no  Union,  isieffential  to  the 
exiftence  of  Great  Britain,  and  as  I  ever  have 
and  ever  muft  confider  thpfe  countries  when  they 
confult  their  common  interefls  partners  in  die 
fame  concern,  fitters  of  the  fame  houfe,  and 
portions  of  the  fame  Empire,  demanding  a  reci- 
procal facrifice  of  partial  accommodations  to 
the  common  good,  fo  I  muft  be  excufed  for 
.thinking,  that  any  protection  extended  Nby  Eng* 
land  to  Ireland  (particularly  when  that  protection 
is  ultimately  for  the  preservation  of  England  her- 
felf,)  does  not  .entitle  her  to  be  requited  by  the 
iurrender  of  every  thing  dear,  facred  and  valua- 
ble to  man.  I  love  the  two  countries  too 
well  to  balance  their  mutual  favors  to  each 
other.  But  let  it  be  recollefted  by  thofe  who 
would  fupport  an  Union,,  as  a  grateful  recom- 
pepce  for  the  gallant  men  who  have  been  fent 
over  to  defend  this  country,    that  Ireland  has 
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marched  armies  of  men,  and  transported  millioris 
of  mohey  to  fupport  England  in  every  war,  and 
that  (he  has  looked  for  no  requital  for  the  facri- 
fices  (he  has  made — let  it  likewifebe  reeolle&ed, 
that  the  ftrongeft  difpofition  has  been  fhewn  to 
rife  in  exertion,  in  proportion  to  all  the  difficul- 
ties with  which  the  Empire  has  been  threatened, 
when  England  "has  the  gofcd  fenfe  to  appreciate 
our  friencUhip  with  tenderne.s  and  treat  us  with 
humanity. 

Examining  therefore  the  relation  in  which  we 
ftand  towards  our  enemies,  on  manly  and  rational 
grounds,'  I  fee  nothing  for  deje&ion.  It  is  eafy 
I  admit  to  forefee  extreme  cafes,  to  calculate 
on  accidents,  and  to  blazon  out  the  pages  of  a 
newfpaper  or  a  pamphlet,  with  what  may  hap« 
j>en.— To  point  to  Breft  where  fo  many  fhipa  of 
war  are  lying  at  their  anchorage,  and  to  add  to 
this,  that  troops  are  daily  embarking.— To  ftate 
that  what  happened  before  might  happen  again, 
and  that  if  fifteen  hundred  men  were  landed  be- 
fore, 1 5,000  may  be  landed  agzin9therefore  we  ought 
to  have  an  Union.  All  I  fay  is,  that  it  is  idle  to  fup- 
pofe  that  an  enemy  would  be  received  with  greater 
warmth  after  an.  Union  than  before  it.  There- 
fore whether  there  is  danger  or  no  danger,  I 
would  rather  animate  the  country  than  deprefs 
it.  I  would  lather  intereft  every  man  in  the  Con- 
ftitution,  than  furrender  the  Conftitution ;  itfelf, 
I  would  fly  to  that  ftrpng  hold  which  every  Go- 
vernment 
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vernment  has,  when  it.fecures  theaffe&ion  of  a 
nation  by  fimilar  privileges,    equal  psote&ioc^ 
common  intereft,  and  kindred  blood.    Tbefe  are 
ties  which  though  they  "  ate  faid  to  be  as  light 
as  air,  are  as  ftrong  as  links  of  iron,-*    The  fpo- 
culatifts  in  all  countries  are  a  mite  iii  the  hands 
of  the  reft  of  the  community.    Depend  on  it, 
that  legislature  which  proceeds  on  this  principle 
will  have  itfelf  furrounded  with  the  real  physical 
efficient  force  of  the  country,  and,  no  power  un- 
der Heaven  will  be  able  to  tear  it  from  its  alle- 
giance-   Undfer  all  the  circumftances  of  Europe, 
I  fee  no  reafon  for  deserting  the  grand  prefiding 
principle    which  I  have  laid  down— ^elcfe  con- 
nexion with  England 9  through  the  medium  of  a  re- 
Jident  Ltgjlature  invigorated  and  improved* 
Conferva-     But  thofe  whofe  minds  have  always  heretofore 
cjpicp[J."""been  cramped  and  narrowed  to  a  cabinet  policy* 
ed,  with  a  now  expand  them  to  the  consideration  of  empire, 

view  to 

theadvan-an^  contend  thatthis  meafure  is  eflentially  necef* 
tage  of  fary  to  give  it  ftability  and  Security  in  its  further 
pire.  "  operations*  It  is  melancholy  as  well  as  ridiculous 
to  obferve  the  fplendid  panegyric  which  they 
make  upon  the  meafure,  without  an  attempt  to 
convince  the  reafon,  or  enKghten  the"  judgment* 
1  have  already  ftewn  that  an  Union  gives  no. en* 
created  flreflgth  whatever  to  Ireland,  I  rouft  now 
ihe w  that  it  is  calculated  to  weaken  even  the  Era* 
pire  itfelf.  What  are  the  immediate  advantages 
whicfr  it  can  confer  on  England  ?  Noge  except . 

thofe 
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thofe  derived  from  encreated  abfentees.  When  has 
Parliament  been  deficient  in  its  zeal  to  fupport 
any  common  caufe  in  which  the  two  countries 
have  been  engaged  ?    Never.    But  Union*  after 
the  great  expences  which  may  be  incurred,  will 
enable  the  Britiih  Government  to  diminish  the  ci- 
til  expenditure  of  this  part  of  the  incorporate 
kingdom ;  in  other  words,  it  will  enable  it  to  di- 
rt&  a  confiderable  portion  of  that  money  at  pre- 
sent fpent  in  the  civil  government  of   Ireland 
to  the  advancement  of  the  Empire.    Wretched 
calculation  1  to  fubftitute  great  national  difcon- 
tent  for  a  paltry  laving  of  this  kind.    It  will  en- 
large the  bafe  of  Britiih  taxation j    if  it  does,  it 
will  weaken  this  part  of  the  Empire-— what  makes 
this  part  of   the  Empire  principally  weak,  its 
poverty.      Wealth  moft    frequently  constitutes 
ftrength— -felf-intereft  operates  moft  ftrongly  on 
the  human  mind ;  thofe  who  are  comfortable  and 
affluent  will  not  only  bear  with  more  froward  hu- 
mours in  the  ftate,  but  will  make  greater  facri- 
fices  and  brave  greater  dangers,  than  the  poorer  , 
orders  of  the  community.    If  that  part  of  the 
Empire  is  commonly  leaft  vulnerable,  that  is  moft 
affluent,  neither  the  eAcreafe  of  abfentees,  nor 
the  extending  the  bafe  of  Britiih  taxation  are  cal- 
culated to  render  us  more  fecure.  Beiides  encreafi- 
ed  difcontent  is  -only  to  be  counteracted  by  en- 
creafed  force.    Inftead  of  Ireland  being  a  profi- 
table acceffion  to  England,  it  may  (o  happen, 

that 
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that  the  revenue  which  could  be  rai*!-i  in- the 
country,  would  be  little  more  than  fcilt«-:.w  ::ibr 
its  internal  defence*  I  believe  L~«  my  co&fcience 
that  the '  principal  reafon  why  the  iate  unhappy 
rebellion  was  fo  immediately  fupprefied,  was  be- 
caufe  the  people  of  Ireland  Jound  that  their 
condition  was  improving,  evca  under  the.  pref- 
fureof  war,  and  the  calamitous  appearance  which 
the  country  aflumed.  If  they  had  begun  to  tafte 
the  fweets  of  induftry  in  1762,  and  then  had 
been  gradually  going  back  from  1782  *to  1798, 
I  think  there  would  have  beefi  reafon  to  apprehend 
a  rribre  formidable  refiftance— *encreafed  poverty 
s  begets  encreafed  popular  d,fcontent~*encreafed 
popular  difcontent  requires  to  be  over-awed  by 
encreafed  military  ftrength— encreafed  military 
ftrength  can  only  be  kept  on  foot  by*  a  confi- 
derable  augmentation  of  the  national  revenue. 
—So  that  calculating  as  I  do  on  the  depreflion 
of  this  commercial  country,  and-  concluding 
that  its    difcontent    will    be    proportioned   to 

its  depreflion,   I  cannot  help    thinking;   exclu- 

1 

five  of  the  encreafed  danger  arifii?g  out  .-rif  the 
prefent  appearance  of  the  affairs  »of  Sxtrtfpe, 
that  even  in  a  financial  point  of  view,  *nd 
great  benefit  can  be  derived  from 1  the  meaftnrefito 
England  ;  and  certainly  no  advantage  which*  can"5 
compenfate  for  any  further  alienation  of  &*eeift 
and  affe&ion.  In  proportion  as  we  diminiih  <  tke 
means  of  the  country,  we  not  only  prevaC.tbtf* 
further  encreafe  of  revenue,  butwe  diminifl?.  thefe 
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fuiKl&fo&tffr  tfre  effential  to  discharging  the  inter- 
eft  ei  &&ri;ipiefent  debt.  The  deficiency  in  the 
reven^owWrf^will  be  occafioned  by  the  decline 
qfx>ur  foreign,  trade,  may  poffiblybe  made  up  by 
a  fweepii}g  Jand-tax.  What  England  lofes  one 
way,  fhe^wiU  replace  in  another.  When  flie 
drawsaway  the  capital  of  Ireland,  fhe  roots  up  all 
the  feeds  of  our  future  greatnefs,  and  encreafes 
our  weaknefe.  S^>  that  if  (he  gains  one  way,  (by 
the  emigration  of-  great  landed  proprietors,  and 
by  extending  thebafe  of  her  taxation)  (he  lofes 
in  another  by  excluding  the  poflibility  of  our 
making  fuch  adv^pces  as  will  enable  us  to  bear 
greater  burthens.  vShe  increafes  the  neceffity 
of  keeping  up  a  greater  military  eftablifliment. 
Local  wealth  arifes.out  of  local  caufes.  Ireland, 
therefore,  may  certainly  be  ruined,  though  Eng- 
land herCe&>ifi-*he  great  view,  of  the  queftion 
cannot  be i materially  ferved.  As  to  the  argument 
which  i&ftfcbngly, urged  in  favour  of  this  meafure, 
namely^jthe  preventing  this  country  being  in 
timers? copie,  (what  \t  is  affumed,  that  it  always 
has  been$  an  ^rena  for  fa&ions,for  maddened  de- 
magogjttgs,  iand  profligate  politicians  ;  -.  I  really 
thjnk^ch  an  argument,  when  made  a  part  of 
aagiffftejs&iqueftion,  ludicrous  indeed.  All  that 
q^be,ia£al  in  anfwer  to  fuch  an  accufation  is, 
thrat  ->j&  country  under  heaven  is  free  from 
QftOtending  parties,  when  public  difcontcnts 
vqpti  tiemfelves  in  the  clamour  of  thefe  parties, 
:*>    'v*  they 
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they  fubfidc  into  a  calm,  it  is  only  the  confine* 
ment  in  the  bofom  which  gives  them  a  fierce  and 
deadly  tin&ure.  But  to  make  the  patronage  over 
this  country,  among  other  things,  a  further  in* 
ducement  for  Britifh  fa&ions  to  endeavour  to 
raife  themfelves  to  power,  by  their  harangues  and 
artifice,  is  only  to  increafe  an  evil  which  already 
exifts  in  that  country,  without  fuppreffing  or  re* 
moving  any  of  the  baleful  effe&s  which  fuch  an 
evil  is  calculated  to  extend  to  Ireland.  It  is  to  be 
remembered,  that  the  legiflature  of  Ireland  is 
now  dreffed  in  the  mob  filthy  dowlafs,  for  the  very 
purpofe  of  difgufting  the  public  at  its  continua- 
tion, and  reconciling  it  to  its-  eternal  removal. 
Yet  I  do  truft,  that  to  every  man  who  hopes 
within  the  parental  arms  of  this  country  to.  find 
a  repofe  for  the  evening  of  life,  her  freedom 
will  ftill  be  dear.  I  do  not  defpair  but  that  the 
calm  fteady  voice  of  reafon  will  yet  lull  to  filence 
the  vain  clamours  of  fa&ion,  hufh  the  rancourous 
hiffings  of  envy,  and  unbar  the  avenues  to  return- 
ing juftice.  It  is  therefore,  that  even  in  the 
great  view  of  advantage  to  the  empire,  I  fee  no 
earthly  reafon  which  can  induce  a  comprehenfive 
mind  to  abandon  the  great  prefiding  principle,  to 
wfiich  I  have  been  fo  often  compelled  to  allude, 
clofe  connexion  with  England,  through  the  medium 
of  a  refident  legiflature  invigorated  and  im- 
proved. 

If 


8i 

i 

If  I  have  been  right  in  thtofe  commercial  argu-  Abfurdf- 
ments  which  I  have  urged,  if  I  have  been  correft  i'r  B-°*.« 
in  the  view  of  the  conftitution  which  I  have  taken,  ridiculed. 
and  if  I  have  been  fortunate  in  fo  arduous  a 
fubjeft  as  that  of  examining  our  affairs  at  home, 
and  viewing  our  relative  fituation  with  foreign 
powers,  to  have  looked  at  them  with  manly  firm- 
nefs  and  independent  intrepidity,  God  of  heaven 
and  of  truth,  what  a  compound  of  folly  and  of 
levity,  are  thofe  arguments  which  are  buzzed 
abont  in  fupf)ort  of  an  Union !  How  admirably 
have  the  two  houfes  of  parliament  in  England 
improved  on  every  topic  which  was  urged  within 
or  without  the  walls  of  our  own  !  Jndeed  from 
the  perufal  of  all  the  fpeeches  delivered  in  thefe 
afiemblies,  far  from  imagining  that  the  Englifh 
members  had  waited  to  be  inftru&ed,>by  the  in- 
troduction of  Iriifhmen  into  the  Britifh  parliament, 
in  an  art  hitherto  fuppofed  to  belong  exclufively 
to  the  Irifli  themfelves,  one  would  have  fuppofed 
that  it  was  only  neceffary  that  a  connexion  fhould 
be  formed  in  embryo,  that  thofe  gentlemen  inight 
be  inftantaneoufly  inftru&ed  in  this  art,  and  ena- 
bled to  difplay  to  the  world  howqualified  they  were 
to  improve  it  to  the  greateft  poffible  perfe&ion. 
—It  would  in  truth  appear,  ?s  if  thefe  great 
ftatefmen  had  fent  over  their  fpeeches  to  Ireland, 
to  prove  to  the  wavering  Uuibftifts,  the  very  pe- 
culiar ability  with  which  they  mud  neceffariiy  rule 
an  empire,  when  they  could  fo  foon  furpafs  the 
Iri(h  themfelves  in  that  extraordinary  accomplish* 
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iiienf,  of  wftieh  they  were  heretofore  reputed  the 
moft  churKfh  monopolies.  Iriffimien,  fays  the 
worthy  Chancellor  rf  the  Exchequer  of  England* 
the  prefervation?  of  the  ineftimable  bleffii*gs  of  re- 
gular government  and  effiaMHhed  iriflMrtiotf,  are 
in  the  a&ual  fituatioii  of  your  country,  precarious 
and  infecurej  but  an  Union  will  perpetuate 
t&enij  by  taking  them  away  for  ever.  Irifltanen, 
fays  his  worthy  colleague,  Mr.  Dbndas,  you  are 
Very  poor,  very  wretched,  indeed ;  but  an  Union* 
'frill  make  you  rich  Hke  the  Scotch,  by  fqueezing 
4very  guinea  out  of  your  Country.  Iriflimen,  fays  the 
fapient  metaphyftcian,  Mr.  Wyndham,  your  manners? 
are  not  foftened,  your  minds  are  unreclaimed,  but 
an  Union  wiff  remedy  thefe  evils,  by  fearing  away 
your  Corinthian  foliar  of  cultivated  Bfe9  your  arif- 
tocracy,  and  by  cutting  you  off  front  all  inter courfe 
with  polijhed  fbeiety.  Aye,  fays  Mr.  Canning, 
your  conftitution  has  been  aflailed,  and  was  in 
danger  of  perifliing,  but  an  Union  will  prevent" 
its  ever  being  again  attacked,  by  dejlroying  it  for 
ever.  And  then  fays  his  worthy  helpmate.  Lord 
Hawkejbury9  we  (hall  be  able  to  march  to  Paris, 
,<?irf  common  ftrength  will  be  invigorated,  aa 
Uniofi  will  remove  all  complaints,  by  making  the 
caufefor  complaint  jujler  than  ever.  This  is  a  very 
feint  fpecimenof  the  rapid  improvement  made 
by  the  members  of  trie  Britifh  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons. The  advancement  of  the  lords  corref* 
ponds  with  their  more  elevated  degree.  Irish- 
men, fays  Lord  Auckland,  I  was  your  fecretary, 

>  I  have 
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I  have'bsen  a  hand  of  tutelary,  deity  to  your  coun- 
try ;  and  though  it  is  true  that  I  fucceedejl  very 
fcadly  in  uniting  the  Butch  againfl:  the  common 
enemy*  yet  my  capacity  certainly  extends  to  the 
Union  of  Empires.  J  have  written  various  effays 
on  your  trade  ;  and  as  I  have  elearlyJfhewn,  that 
you  had , no  trade  before  ,1782,  and  it  has  been 
rapidly  increafing  finc$  the  aera  of  your  indepen- 
dence,  without  at  all  injuring  the  *rade  of  Eng- 
land, an  Union  will  encreafe  that  trade  many 
fold,  by  reducmg  yourto  neatly  the  fame  fituation  as 
nvhen  you  had  nt  trade  whatever.  .And  then  fays  the 
modern  Solon,  the  lawgiver  to  the  Corficans, 
with  a  .kind  of  rapturous  exultation,  fee  how 
fweetly  thefe  beauteous  countries, embrace  each 
other,  and  feem  formed  for  one  empire,  .though 
we  need  only  look  from  wr  windows  to  ohfervejheir 
<areffes  interrupted  hy  themoflbyf terms feas.  Though 
(fays  he)  you  have  neither  fleets  nor  ardiies,  can  - 
make  no  treaties,  no  captures  by  fca  or  land, 
though  you  have  no  dominion  over  Geylm,  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope*  Martinique,  .or  Minor xd>  and 
though  you  are  cxbvioufly  a  little  fubjugated  de- 
pendency,  yet  an  Union  will  give  you  more,  .and 
do  more  for  you  than  my  biennial  parliaments 
0T  wuviorfai  fuffrage  could  do  for  Corfica  $  it  tf ill 
give  you  what  you  have  1  not,  and  it  will  preferv* 
what  you  have  by  taking  away  even  to  the  right  oj 
framing  your  own  laws*  And  then  fays  the  lumi-, 
aous  Lord  Grcnville9  (who  by  the  by  fent  over 
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his  illuftrious  relative  purpofely  to  refrefh  and 
improve  the  little  ftock  of  Irifti  knowledge  which 
he  had   acquired   during  his   viceroyfhipj   that 
he  might   communicate  his   increafed    acquire- 
ments to  his  lprdfhip) — -then  fays  the  noble  lord, 
fumming  up  the  debate — I  fee  it  my  lords,  I  fee 
it  all — the  conftitution  of  Ireland  is  in  the  great- 
eft  danger.     And  he  illujlrates  its  weaknefs^by  ad- 
mitting^ that  it  crufhed  a  greater  rebellion  than  that  by 
which  the£onftittition"  of  England  was  ever  yetajfaiU 
ed.    The  Noble  Lord  then  proceeds  to  lament  that 
fome  of  the  heft  blood  and  the  gr^ateft  talents  in 
the  country  have  caught   the  phrenzy  of  fepara- 
tion — -but  'contends  that  an  Union  will   encreafe 
in  Ireland , the  number  of  the  friends  to  Biitifh 
connexion,  by  taking  the,  men  of  the  greateft  confe- 
rence, and  the  befi  fupporters  of  the  Britifh  con- 
nexionoltt  of  the  country.   We  know,  fays  the  Noble 
Lord,  that  the  Irifh  are  very  proud  of  their  Inde- 
pendence, but  an  Union  will  madden  them  them 
with  joy  by  increajing  their  humiliation,  and  will 
remove  every  kind  of  hoftility   to  England,  by 
making  her  in  reality  ay  enemy  injlead  of  a  friend. 

Indeed  this  extraordinary  and  unprecedented 
quicknefs  of  acquirement  on  the  part  of  theEng- 
iifh  members,  proves  to  my  humble  capacity, 
how  very  unneceffary  it  is,  that  the  good,  honeji, 
plain,  country  gentleman  of  Ireland,  fhould  be  put 
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Xo  the  trouble  or  the  danger  of  being  broken 
down  on  the  rough  roads  of  Wales,  or  obliged 
to  deplore  when  they  arrived  in  London,  that 
they  were  drowned  in  the  packet,  or  were  kilt  or 
loft  in  the  fnow  on  Penmanmoore.  This  happy  in- 
ftance  of  Britifh  fagacity,  and  this  admit  able  dif- 
play  of  the  comprehenfive   mind  of  the  Englifh 
ftatefman— which  adds  to  its  own  ftock  of  infor- 
mation  and  erudition  in  the  courfe  of  one  little 
week,'  what  we*  poor  Irifhmen  have  been  endea- 
vouring to  excel  in,  for  thefe  laft  700  years,  will 
certainly  prevent  ths  Union  treaty  being  incum- 
bered with  any  difcuflion  on  the  numbers  which 
are  to  be  ele&ed  to  the  Imperial  Parliament,  or 
the  manner  in  which  they  are  to  be  returned. 
In  the  name  of  wonders,  what  can  be  expe&ed 
even  from  the  fagacity  and  forefight  of  our  moft 
accomplijhed  profejfor  in  this  happy  acquirement 
after  the  aftonifhing  exhibition  they  have  made. 
What  purpofe  c^n   it  be  to  deprive  us  of  the, 
feftive  pleafure,  and  the  convivial  fellowship  of 
thofe,  who  though  they  hold  places  themfelves  un- 
der the  crown,   "  declare  to  God,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  they  are  wearied  and  fick  to  death  of  the 
abufes   in  the  Irifli   Government,   and  (tunned 
with  the  foolifh  prattle  of  the  Independence  of 
our  Conftitution ;  and  who  therefore  hail  an  Uni- 
on with  joy,  becaufe  it  will  reform  all  abufes  in 
the  Conftitution,  and  make  it  really  independent 
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by  burying  it  in  an  eternal  gr'ave!  0  Tem<r\dicuhim^ 
Cater?  *t  joe  of  am  ! 

Thefe  fpecious  and  plaufibfe  afcfmdities  vanifl* 
before  the  (broke  of  reafon  and  of  >trath*  It 
would  be  well  however  if  »this  extraordinary  ;pro- 
penfrty  extended  .no  farther.  It  is  a  continuation 
of  the  fame  temper  which  converts  a  majority 
again/I  an  Union  addrefe.to  the  crown*  into*  a*noj£ 
triumphant  majority  in  favor  of  an  Union  itfelf. 
It  is  thus  that  not  only  all  the  rules  of  common 

fenfe,  but  all  the  old  habits  of  irahufterial.pru- 

* 

derccE,  and  miniftcrial  decency  are  abandoned 
in. this  laudable  exhibition  tf  \difinterefted  frieridjhip 
for  the  happinefs  of  Ireland.  ;In  ;Mr.  Pitt's  memo- 
rable Proportions,  when  he  found  he*  had  rbutra 
trifling -majority,  he  -abandoned  them  altogether* 
Eighty   majority  in  the  Englifh  Parliament  was 

too  fmall  for  this  minifter  to  go  to  war  with  Ruf- 
fia : — how  many  bills  have  I  feen  abandoned  as 
the  oppofition  to  them  encreafed*  how  many -va- 
rious and  conjradi&ory  amendments  to  motions 
for  peace  havei  heard  made  during  theprtfent 
war,  by  the:  minifter  himfelf  to  meet  the  fenti* 
ment  of  the  fEnglifli  nation,  «I  ftate  thefe  things 
as  much  to.  (hew  the  happy  influence  which  .pub- 
lic opinion  has  on  a  rtfident  Ltgifiaturt*  M 
to  Ihew  the  old  habits  of  minifterial  decency  :to 
the  people  of  England.  But  when  .anfUnionis 
proppfed  to  the  Irifh  Parliament,  it  isrrej^&sd? 
Jut  is  propofed  to  the  Irift)  Nation,  it  is.reje&ed? 

The 
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The  mmiffer  iff  obftiflafe* ;  the*  natron  urrchang^sd  in 
dpinron.  I  do  declare  fokmnly  ro  God,  unde*  ail 
the  eftrcumftatt'ees'  of  feurope,  J  fee  roerihmg  whkh 
can  feve  the  Empire,  but  the  -calni,  generous  a»d 
magnanimous  Independence^  of  the  Irifh  Botrfe  of 
Comtnoris ;  feeling  that  bwt  Gbnftitufion  con- 
tains within  rtfetf  the  means  of  corre&iag  both 
its  principles  and  its  pra&ice  ;  that  we  have  in- 
kerited  it  from  our  lathers  and  o«ght  to  tyanfnrifi 
it  to  o  tfr  poftejity  I 

Gentlemen^ 

I  have  troubled  you  too  long.  It  is  high  time 
to  put  ah  end  to  this  defultoryaddrefs,  already 
I  fear  protra&ed  toN  too  great  an  'extent. 
Which  of  your  prejudices  have  I  infulted  ?  What 
paflions  have  I  inflamed  ?  Have  I  in  thofe  times 
©f  national  peril  weakened  your  country,  or  tra- 
duced your  Conftitution  by  flbewing  the  advan- 
tage of  political  juftice.  SinefwrMa  juftitia  rem- 
publkam  regi  non  pqffe9  was  a  fentiment  which  I 
early  leartied  from  an  accompliflied  Roman 
orator,  not  deficient  in  a  knowledge  of  hu- 
man nature*  nor  unacquainted  with  the  ma- 
nagement of  ftates.  Have  I  fet  down  with  bafe 
factious  views  and  a  finifter  ambition,  and  mafked 
under  dark,  daftard  generalities,  principles  which 
I  dare  hot  openly  avow  ?  Have  I  breathed  out  my 
whole  four  to  you  on  this  great  queflion,  or  have 
*   I  carped  at,  and  cavilled  with  a  meafure,  b£caufe 
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it  has  emanated  from  thofe  who  happen  to  be  in 
power  ?  Have  I  wearied  you  with  arguments  on 
the  mifery  and  the  mifchief  which  mult  refult 
from  this  proceeding,  without  flawing  you  a  fafe 
and  honourable  caufe  which  ought  to  be  purfu- 
ed  ?  Have  I  taken  up  the  qiieftion  with  intempe* 
ranee,  and  difcuffed  it  with  malignity  ?  Or  have 
I  fhewn  you  that  I  am  fq  ignorant  of  human  na- 
ture, a$  not  to  be  fatisfied  with  deriving  from  the 
mingled  frailties,  and  excellencies  of  men,  thofe 
effetts  which  hitherto  have  not  been  produced  by 
the  influence  of  firm  and  fteady  virtue  ?  No,  Gen- 
tlemen,  I  abhor  violence  and  impatience  of  con- 
tradiction—it  only  injures  £  good  caufe  j  it  can- 
not ferve  a  bad  one — it  originates  in  a  radical  de- 
fedt  of  judgment,  and  too  often  terminates  in 
an  incorrigible  intolerance  of  temper.  I  have 
re-confidered  the  queftibn  in  the  manner  which 
I  at  leaft  have  accuftomed  myfelf  to  think  that 
every  topic  ought  to  be  difcuffed,  giving  my  ad- 
verfaries  full  credit  for  the  purity  of  their  inten* 
tion,  and  ftruggling  with  all  the  difficulties  of 
my  fituation,  and  in  xdoing  fo,  I  have  not  ruflied 
upon  the  theatre  of  my  country,  yet  covered 
with  the  blood  of  unnumbered  multitudes,  in- 
flaming you  to  frefli  difturbances  ;  no  no,  I  have 
looked  through  the  yawning  chafms  of  your 
ruin;  as  the  honeft  mariner  who  after  he  has 
dropped  a  iear  of  unfeigned  forrow  over  the  num- . 
bers  of  his  crew  whom  he  has  loft,  in  the  fcowl- 
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ing  tempeft,  examines  his  veffel  finds  that  it  has 
not  been  irretrievably  wounded, .  trims  his  fails, 
and  fleers  forward  to  fome  havenof  fecurity. 
Our  little  country,  from  what  motives  or  what 
caufes  I  care  not  to  examine, has  lately  occupied  in 
the  fore-ground  of  thfe  melancholy  pi  dure  which 
Europe  has  prefented,.  a  place  to  which  (he  was 
not  entitled  by  her  importance  nor  her  ftrength. 
The  melancholy  confequence  of  fuch  a  proceed- 
ing has  been,  that  (he  has  been  represented  bleed- 
ing at  every  pore,  covered  with  mangled  car- 
cafes,  .with  villages  flaming  in  every  quarter,  and 
writhing  under  all  the  ravages  of  deyaftating 
war.  It  is  time  that  we  .  fhould  begin  to  fee  all 
the  horrors  and  calamities  which  arife  put  of 
doubtful  and  dangerous  courfes.  Harmony  is 
creativer-difcord  deftru&ive.  We  have  all  inju- 
ries ta  balance — we  have  all  paffions  to  reftrain— •  , 
we  have  all  fro  ward  humours  to  correft — we  have 
particularities  which  require  to  be  indulged.— 
After  all  the  irkfome  and  vexatious  wanderings  of 
our  nature,  I  would  prefent  to  you  the  aufpicious 
Angel  of  the  Conftitution  ufing  its  healing  and 
meditorial  fpirit,  infpirijig  both  governors  and 
governed;  by  a  fenfeof  common  intereft— com- 
mon fafety — and  the  feeling  of  common  huma- 
ijity,  with  an  encreafed  love  of  their  affii&ed 
country. 

Indeed,  my   addrefs  to  you  is  more   in  for- 
rpw  than    in   anger,    and  therefore   poffibly  a 
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greater  fubjefif  for  your  regard,  fhetfc  are 
many  topics  on  which  I  would  have  willingly 
trefpaffed  on  your  patience*  In  the  few  pages  1 
have  troubled  you  with,  'I  havg  endeavoured  to 
blend  the  two  characters  of  moraKft  and  politi- 
cian ;  and  hi  humble  confidence  I  challenge  the 
moil  rigid  examination  of  the  affertrons  which  I 
have  made,  and  the  arguments  which  I  have  ad- 
vanced. I  fee  in  this  meafure  of  Union  not  on* 
benefit  to  be  obtained,  not  one  intereft  to  be  ad- 
vanced, not  one  prejudice  to  be  coTrefted,  not  one 
paffion  to  be  allayed,  not  one  principle  of  con- 
fervation  and  proteftion.  If  I  did,  1  tell  you 
hondttyj  I  would  have  given  it  through  evfery 
ftage  a  warm  and  difinterefted  fupport,  however 
Unpopular  that  coaduft  taight  have  been.  I  aft* 
not  ignorant  how  much  the  Britifli  adminiftratioft 
hope  to  fucceed  in  this  projeft.  I  know  full  welt 
that  the  meafure  is  fo  popular  in  England,  that 
dot  one  diurnal  print,  however  difpofed  the  edi- 
tors and  the  proprietors  of  them  may  be  to  fy  m- 
pathife  in  our  misfortunes,  aacl  to  recognize  the 
deftru&ion  of  Brhifli  liberty  in  the  tfteafure,  will 
venture  tcrhazatd  more  than  fome  little  fqueamiih, 
edqueting,  exhiferatnig  paragraph  to  their  Eng- 
lish readers,  "  that  all  the  terms  "are  agreed  6a, 
and  that  there  is  tto  doubt  but  that  an  Union 
will*  be  carried  into  execution.'*  I  think, 
however,  that  from  a  long  obfervation  on  the 
politicks  of  the  men  who  compofe  the  prefent  ad- 
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qriniftration,  that  there  never  was  a  cabinet  re* 
gnlated  in  its  opinions  fo  much  by  u  exifting 
circumftances,"  as  the  cabinet  of  the  day.  I 
do  not  mention  this  by  way  of  reproach, 
rather  the  reverie.  When  it  is  found  that 
so  exertions  can  make  this  meafure  popular' 
in  Ireland,  depend  upon  it  that  it  will  be 
abandoned.  No  minifter  ever  knew  his  men 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  England  better 
than  Mr,  Pitt ;  and  whatever  char  after  the  ordi- 
nary refolutions  of  that  houfe  for  years  pad  to 
Ireland  might  have  been,  I  do  in  my  conscience 
believe,  that  a  great  majority  of  that  hotjfe  have 
deplored  fmcerely  the  unhappy  date  of  Ireland  for 
thefe  fome  yeprs  paft.  I  know  that  many  were 
cheered  confidently  in  1795  and  1796,  when  it 
was  neceflary  to  buzz  about,  that  ibmething 
would  be  done  to  quiet  Ireland  ;  and  though  it 
was  conje&ured  then  that  an  Union  was  in  con- 
templation, and  though  the  queftion  has  been  de-. 
cided  in  England,  yet  fure  I  am,  that  any  meafute 
repugnant  to  the  feelings  of  the  Irifh  nation  would 
not  be  well  received.  Depend  upon  it  that  they 
wili/r<r/Jrr  a  r*al  Unipn  ofinterejt  and  affection  tp 
any  nominal  interefi  whatever.  It  is  impeffibje 
that  any  meafure  could  be  more  obnoxious  to  this 
community.  I  found  my  opinion,  not  on  the 
expreflion  of  general  fentiment,  not  on  the  mut- 
tering diflatisfa&i  on  in  the  very  perfons  who  fup- 
pojt  it,  not  in  the  depregion  of  public  credit, 
not  in  thefufpenfion  of  commercial  enter prife,  not 
in  the  deftru&ion  of  private  friendlhip,  not  in  the 
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unparalleled  facrificcs  which  have  been  made  by 
feveral,  not  in  the  difmiffal  of  the  beft  Servants 
of  the  crown,  not  in  village  intrigue,  not  in  the 
extraordinary  favours  conferred  on  the  perfons 
who  have  enlifted  in  the  ranks  of  the  Irifh  fecre- 
tary,  not  even  on  the  conditional  claufes  intro* 
duced  inta  the  new  Ieafes  which  are  now  made.— 
I  found   that  opinion  upon   the  very  addreflfes 
'themfelves,  which  have  been  prefented  in'fup- 
port  of  the  meafure.     I  do  not  fay  that  they  are 
not  figned  by  honourable  men— I  do  not  fay  that 
any  fignatures  have  b$en  extorted  by  fear — I  do 
not  fay  that  any  have  been  operated  on  by  cor* 
rupt  and  fecret  influence— I  know  that  the  figna- 
tures from  my  own  county  are  highly  refpe&able 
indeed  ;  but  Fll  make  no  reflections  on  the  man* 
ner  in  which  they  were  obtained.     I  fay,  that  af- 
ter the  fceries  which  have  defolated  Ireland,  under 
the  pf 6vailing  fpirit  of  perfeeotion,  and  the  con- 
sequent reciprocal  hatred  of  religious  parties,  that 
if  Union  could  be  confidered  to  have  any  one 
thing  in  it  likely  to  raife  the  languid  and  droop- 
ing head  of  public  credit,  to  reanimate  induftry, 
and  to  put  down  all  fa&ion,  that  inftead ofa'few 
folitary  advertisements  haunting  us  day  after  day, 
for  months  together  in  the  minifterial  papers  in 
favour  of  the  meafure,  the  table  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  would  not  be  large  enough  to  contain 
all  the  petitions  which  would  be  fent  up  from 
every  part  of  Ireland,  praying   that  fo  happy  a 
meafure  might  inftantaneoufly- be  adopted?   I 
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have  feen  too  frequently  indeed  in  both  countries, 
for  the  purpofe  of  the  common  good,  minifters 
and  thofe  who  would  be.  minifters  play  the  game 
of  fa&ion,  and  fight  for  an  addrefs  fora  particu-* 
lar  purpofe,  with  as  much  zeal  as  they  would 
fight  for  that  which  was  the  obje&  of  the  conteft 
— ppwer  itfelf.  But  the  plain  unfophifticated 
fenfe  of  the  nation  always  bore  down  this  kind 
of  fpecious  artifice.  Whether  it  was  followed,  or 
whether  it  was  reje&ed,  is  not  a  matter  for  our 
enquiry.— But  the  bufy  arid  intemperate  partizan 
was  always  loft,  in  the  expreffion  of  the  unfmof 
thered  fentiments  of  the  country.  If  there  i%  any 
one  thing  under  Heaven  which  ftiouid  endear 
you,  (who  fee  the  ruin  of  your  fortunes  in  the 
adoption  of  this  meafure)  to  the  Legiflature,  it  is 
the  dignified  hope*— the  manly  filence  which  you 
have  preferved.  You  gave  an  opinion  before,— 
you  feel  it  unneceffary  to  repeat  it  again.  When 
did  you  give  that  opinion?  Before  you  faw  your 
country  difturbed  ?  Certainly  not.  You  gave  it  qn- 
neceflary  whenyour  minds  werefo  tremblingly  alive 
to  the  horrors  you  had  witneffed,  that  the  fmalleft 
allufion  to  them  was  fufficieat  to  draw  tears  even 
from  the  molt  obdurate.  When  your  fcaflFolds 
were  yet  reeking  with  the  blood  of  innumerable 
offenders;  when  your  fields  were  yet  covered 
with  the  unburied  bodies  of  flaughtered  multi- 
tvdes,  of  all  ages,  of  all  claffesand  defcriptions 
of  political  opinion,  loyal  and  difloyal,  incorri- 
gible 
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gible  jacobins  and  temperate  reformers,  king's 
men  and  French  partisans,  enveloped  in  the 
dreadful  indifcriminating  whirlwind  of  iafurrec* 
tion,  You  gave  it y  under  a|I  the  agony  and  dif* 
traftion  infeparable  from  the  remembrance  of  the 
lofs  of  your  deatreft  aflSociates,  and  the  plunder  of 
ycJUr  mod:  valued  relatives;  Tou  gave  it  as  I  may 
fay,  when  your  metropolis  was  almoft  illumined, 
with  the  flames  of  furrounding  villages,  lighted 
up  by  fanaticifm  and  thofe  vehement  paffions 
which  are  always  fure  to  arife  in  the  bofom  eve* 
of  the  bed  men  by  the  reverberation  of  out- 
rages, Abfent  as  I  have  been  from  among  yot* 
for  many  years,  you  muft  pardon  me  if  L  have 
not  a  head  to  comprehend  the  utility  of  the  little 
movements  of  party  which  I  daily  fee,  and  if  I 
have  not  a  heart  capable  of  being  influenced  in 
any-  refpe&  \>y  fuch  confiderations.  But  as  ih 
the  pelting  of  the  tempeft  or  the  buriting  of 
the  hurricane  the  way-worn  traveller,  is  filled 
with  a  pioos  rapture,  when  the  gleam  of  funfhine 
plays  upon  his  eye  and  makes  the  horizon  glad, 
Jb  in  a  feafon  of  too  general  delinquency 
the  generous  heart  which  can  emit  a  Angle  throb 
in  the  caufe  of  humanity,  will  beinfptred  with  loyie 
and  admiration  for  thofe  not  totally  caHous  to  the 
claims  of  humanity.  In  this  eventful  year,  every 
thing  has  not  been  as  all  we  might  wifh  it,  I  have 
not  forgotten  the  feafon  when  the  prefent  Viceroy 
arrived,  nor  have  I  been  a  totally  indifferent  ok* 
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f&Ytt  of  the  cdndu&  he  hafc  purfued  $  and  I  mad 
fey,  thftt  if  I  could  view  his  conduct  uninfluenced 
by,  and  abftrafted  from  the  prefent  queftion  ;  if  I 
t:6uld  contemplate  him  by  prudence  and  by  wif- 
dom,  perpetuating  the  calm  which  his  manly  but 
amiable  moderation  had  diffufed  over  this  har- 
raflfed  and  difturbed  land,  I  would  have  looked  on 
him  in  no  other  light  than  an  agent  feiuy  if  I 
might  ufe  the  figure,  by  heaven  kfelf,  to  receive 
the  effofions  of  a  nation's  gratitude,  and  lay 
them  at  the  judgment  feat  of  the  Almighty* 

Gentlemen, 

In  the  fame  Wtnper  that  I  eye  the  chara&er  of 
individuals,  I  can "  look  upon  the  Conftkution  of 
your  fathers,  and  your  affiififced  country—and  act- 
ing upon  a  fteady  education  and  a  fettled  princi- 
ple, I  cannot  join  in  its  reformation  by  its  fub~ 
verjfcn ;  nor  can  1  torn  away  from  it  with  difgiift; 
becaafe  it  lies  wounded  in  every  part^  and  fcarce 
known  by  the  moft  quick- fig hted  of  men.  As  to 
your  country,  it  was  your  Confutation  made  it  in  a 
lew  years  as  powerful  and  happy  as  it  was,  and 
if  that  Conftkution  is  annihilated  your  country 
trill  be  a  joint  tenant  with  it  in  a? common  grave* 
The  hurricane  of  human  pafTion  has'^fwept  over 
us*— if  we  took  up  to  that  Conftkution  with  firm* 
net  and  integrity  j  truft  me,  that  we  may look  down 

on 


9^ 

on  the  follies  and  the  crimes  which  defolate  Europe 
with  fafety  though  not  with  complacency.  Do 
not  undervalue  the  refources  of  your  country. 
Though  civil  war  in  a  commercial  country  is  al- 
moft  an  aft  of  fuicide ;  yet  remember  that  there  is  a 
great  excefs of  productive  labour  aboveyour  Wants. 
If  the  rebellion  has  difturbed  the  collection  of  re* 
venue,  and  has  made  it  neceffary  to  take  a  great 
part  of  your  circulating  capital,  to  replace  the 
fixed  capital  which  was  fo  unhappily  deftroyed,  re- 
member that  in  twenty  years,  you  have  nearly 
compleated  the  foundation  of  an  opulent  nation. 
In  the  increafe  of  buildings  and  machinery— in 

the  improvement  of  the  foil— in  the  fencing  your  g 
little  farms— in  the  opening  new  roads  and  canals 
and  in  extended  trade  and  augmented  capital. 

My  opinions  are  now  before  you  on  a  fiibjed 
which  has  deeply  agitated  my  mind,  and  excited 
my  feelings,  and  I  hope  I  have  (hewn  myfelf  in- 
capable of  fubmitting  my  underftanding  to  be 
cramped  or  narrowed  by  fatti ous  views  of  any  kind 
or  by  local  inter  efts )  if  any  there  were  to  be  ad- 
vanced by  this  meafure.  When  I  took  my  pen 
to  addrefs  you,  every  mean  and  bad  propenfity 
took  immediate  alarm.  Rely  on  it  faid  Avarice 
you  will  be  a  loofer  by  this  condu&.  You  know 
not  what  injury  it  may  do  you  faid  Caution; 
or  what  fcrapes  it  ipay  draw  you  into  whifpered 
Cowarpjcje.    Depend  upon  it  faid  Discretion 
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it  will  be  faid  you  were  a&uated  by  the  mod 
finifter  motives. 

You  can  never  after,  cried  Hypocrisy,  aloud 
be  received  with  kindnefs  by  thofe  with  whom  you 
have  fo  widely  differed ;  nor  be  any  thing,  faid 
Pride,  but  a  very  contemptible  fellow  ;  nor  rife, 
quoth  Meanness,  in  your  profeffion.  But,  like 
Yorick,  when  he  offered,  half  his  chaife  to  the 
diftreffed  lady ;  I  have  not  liftened  to  thefe  ca- 
bal* which  were  to  no  purpofe  but  to  encompafs 
the  heart  with  adamant.  You  are  now  in  the 
full  poffeflion  of  my  genuine  fentirqents  on  the 
ftate  of  your  country,  I  have  been  reared  in  the 
fchool  of  political  candour  and  moderation,  and 
I  hope  I  have  made  no  unworthy  ufe  of  the  inflec- 
tions which  I  there  received.  Indeed  every  eveht 
of  the  world,  and  every  occurrence  of  the  day 
have  confirmed  me  more  and  more  in  an  appro* 
bation  of  the  principles  of  temper  and  moderati- 
on of  every  kind. 

God  of  peace  and  love,  look  down  upon  this 
diftra&ed  land,  and  bid  hatred,  folly,  madnefs, 
and  murder  ceafe. 


THE    END. 
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TO    THE 


PRINTER. 


I  *  AVE  feen  a  pamphlet,  purporting  «o  be  writ- 
ten  on  the  Union,  and  published  in  the  name  of 
the  Earl  of  Clare.  The  fpeech  of  the  Noble 
Earl,  delivered  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  I  have 
nothing  to  fay  to,  but  a  publication  is  not  a 
fpeech,  and  though  it  be  the  work  of  a  member  of 
Parliament,  has  no  privilege.  Whether  his  Lord- 
ftiip  be  the  author,  I  have  no  authority,  fave 
the  affumption  of  the  publication,  to  affirm ; 
but  the  pamphlet  contains  againft  feveral,  with 
whom  I  have  a£ted,  charges,  the  moil  dircdt, 
and  againft  myfelf,  for  the  laft  20  years,  charges 
the  lead  qualified  and  infinuations,  the  moil 
deep.     What  is  yet   worfe  it  tends  to   lower 
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the  chara&er  of  the  Country,  and  to  tarnifh  the 
brighteft  paffages  of  her  hiftory,  as  well  as  the  me- 
mories  of  the  perfons  concerned  in  thofe  tran- 
fa&ions.  Matter  fo  various  and  comprehenfive, 
could  not  be  regularly  difcufled  in  any  debate  that 
has  come  or  is  likely  to  come  before  the  Houfe 
of  Commons:  in  the  interval  of  bufinefs,  I  there- 
fore refort  to  thk  only  method  of  defence,  the 
Prefs. 

H.  GRATTA& 


Mr.  Grattan  will  take  no  notice  of  any  Anfwer,  ex- 
cept one  coming  from  the  Author  of  the  Pamphlet. 
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A    N    S    W    E    R, 


&C.   &C. 


\J¥  the  work  which  it  is  ptopofed  to  anfwer .  nearly  one 
third  is  the  common  place  of  Irifh  Hiftory  :  much  of  abridg- 
ment, much  of  nrifreprefentation,  no  new  diCcovery,  no  new 
remark;  the  termini  or  landmarks  of  hiftoric  knowledge,  re- 
main precifely  as  they  were,  in  their  old  fober  ftation.  Whtat 
was  long  known  before  by  many  men,  by  many  women,  and 
by  many  children,  the  compendium  of  the  ftudies  of  your 
childhood,  this  pamphlet  reports  to  you,  for  the  amufenient 
of  your  age,  wrthottt  any  other  not  city,  fave  that  of  mif- 

*  .*  * 

reprefentation.  The  idea  is  to  make  yourhfftbry'a  calumny 
again  ft  your  anceftors  in  order  to  disfranchise  your  pofterity: 
the  execution  is  without  the  temper  of  a  commentator  or  the 
knowledge  of  an  hift orian.        { 

*  • 

We  will  begin  with  this  performance,  at  the  Irifli  parlia- 
ment of  James  ift.  The  author  is  now  withki  187  years  of 

nie 
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his  fubjeft.  Ireland,  fays  hj»,  had  no  parliamentary  confuta- 
tion 'till  that  time.  Here  his  pages  only  deferve  attention, 
in  order  to  vindicate  the  lineage  of  our  liberties  againft 
flander.  This  ftatement  is  a  tradu&ion  of  the  inheritance  of 
the  realm,  a  calumny  againft  her  antiquities  and  a  falsifica- 
tion of  her  title.  Lord  Coke,  the  judges  of  England,  the 
records  of  Ireland,  the  modus  tenendi  par  Harriett  turn,  the 
%  ftatute~book,  the  extent  of  a£ts  of  Parliament  before  the 
reign  of  James  throughout  the  realm,  and  the  aft  of  annex- 
ation among  others,  anfwer  him :  from  all  thofe  you  find  that 
Ireland  had  a  Parliament  from  the  beginning,  and  that  the 
Icgillature  was  not  of  the  Pale,  but  of  the  nation.  * 

The  boldnefs  of  this  aflertion  is  rendered  the  more 
remarkable  by  the  diftinguifhed  feeblenefs  of  its  reafoningy 
The  pamphlet  attempts  to  prove  that  to  be  true  in  argu- 
ment which  is  falfe  in  fad,  and  its  argument  is,  that 
James  ift  generalized  Irifh  reprefentation,  by  forty  pri- 
vate boroughs,  that  is,  that  he  rendered  reprefentation 
general,  by  making  it  particular.  It  teaches  you  to  think, 
that  it  was  James  inftead  of  Ejiz.  who  created  the  17  Court- 
ties,  and  not  the  40  boroughs,  by  him  ere&ed  to  counteract 
that  county  reprefentation,  in  order  to  pack  a  Parliament; 
a  traffic  which  this  work  feems  difpofed  to  admire.  It  con- 
ceives  that  the  legiflature  was  not  general,  becaufe  the  re- 
feprefentation  was  not  fo;  it  lhouM  have  faid,  that  the  le- 
giflature being  general,  the  reprefentation  ought  to  be  fo. 
It  discovers  two  ideas  of  a  new  and  extraordinary  nature  on 
this  fubje&  that  Parliament — is  confined  by  the  bounds  of 
reprefentation,  and  that  national  reprefentation  is  extended 

by 

*  Seethe  fpccchofthc  late  feJretary  of  State,  Mr.  Hutchinfon,  on  the, 
fubjccl  of  parliamentary  reform,  in  the  parliamentary  debates  of  93.  It  is  a 
complete  anfwer  to  the  pamphlet  on  this  part  of  the  fubjtcl.  See  extract 
from  it  at  the  end* 
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ny  the  creation  of  private  boroughs:  and  for  this  paradoxical 
idea  of  Parliament,  and  this  paradoxical  idea  of  representa- 
tion, it  offers  you  nothing  like  extent  of  erudition,  or 
force  of  imagination :  the >  art  of  modern  war  fays  the 
pamphlet,  i$  to  traduce  the  houfe  of  Stewart  5  the  art  of  mo- 
dern, court  loyalty,  it  might  have  added,  is  to  praife  the 
principle  of  the  Stewart  and  to  plant  it  in  the  Houfe  of  Ha- 
nover.      —  ' 


j 


The  pamphlet  now  comes  to  its  own  times,  and  it  is  to 
be  remarked,  that  as  it  dwelt  on  the  pad  with  all  the  fury 
and  prejudices  of  the  prefent  time,  fo  it  expatiates  on  the 
prefent,  with  as  much  error  and  mistake,  as  if  it  were  treat- 
ing of  the  remoteft  antiquity.  It  ftates  the  adjuffment  of  82, 
to  be  defpribed  by  its  author  as  follows :  "  that  it  emanated 
€(  from  {he  armed  convention  affembled  at  Dungannon,  was 
a  approved  at  county  meetings  of  the  people,  armed  and 
€t  unarmed,  and  wasfan&ioned  and  regiftered  by  the  Irife 
"  Parliament :"  No  fuch  thing,  nor  any  thing  like  it,  did  * 
its  author  fay,  nor  fugged,  nor  hint ;  and  this  ftatement  of 
the  pamphlet  is  not  mifreprefentation,  nor  mifinterpretation* 
but  palpable  invention],  did  not  the  pamphlet  afliime 
the  name  of  a  judicial  chara&er,  I  would  fay,  down- 
right fabrication ;  I  refpeft  and  admire  the  meeting 
at  Dungannon,  but  the  fubje&s  of  &2  did  not  Emanate 
from  thence  y  two  years  before  were  they  difcuffed  in  Par- 
liament, they  were  dif cuffed  on  the  19th  of  April,  1780,  on 
a  motion  made  by  myfelf,  and  in  the  courfe  of  that  feflion  A 
and  of  the  next  feflion,  repeatedly  and  fully ;  they  were 
adopted  by  different  counties,  and  various  difcriptions  of 
men,  and  they  finally  paffed  the  Parliament.  Such  is  the 
hi  ft  or  y  5  the  pamphlet  falfifies  the  hiftory,  to  blemifh  a  great 
trarifa&ion,  and  attributes  that  falfification  to  me  in  order 

to  blemifh  an  individual. 
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~We  follow  the  work  where  it  will  be  perhaps  more  fortu- 
nate. It  obje&s  on  the  queftion  of  the  claim  of  right  to  the 
declarations  of  the  Volunteers;  their  character  now,  itfecras, 
it  profefles  to  acjmire;  their  conduct;  however  (this  was 
the  moft  leading  part  of  the  conduct,  of  the  old  Volunteers,) 
it  condemns;  the  inconfiftency  of  fetting  up  a  character,  and 
putting  down  a  conduct,  is  glaring,  but  in  a  work  pregnant 
with  every  thing  which  is  exceptionable,  hardly  deferves 
notice.  But  will  any  man  ferioufly  fay,  that  thofe  bodies 
fhould  not  have  come  forward  at  that  time  with  refolutions 
in  favour  of  ?  claim  of  right  ?  does  any  man  mean  to  affirm 
that,  we  could  have  eftablifhed  that  claim  without  them? 
If  fo,  he  is  a  miftatcr  of  the  truth.  Does  any  man  mean  to  fay, 
that  the  claim  did  not  deferve  to  be  eftablifhed  ?  if  fo,  he  is  a 
(lave;  and  in  neither  cafe  does  he  deferve  an  anfwer.  To 
have  countenanced  refolutions  effential  to  the  eftablifhment 
of  your  conftitution,  and  to  have  oppoftd  any  further  inter- 
ference, when  that  conftitution  was  eftabliftied,  was  the 
duty  and  the  pride  of  them  by  whom  the  bufinefs  of  82  was 
conducted.  By  the  firft  ftep  they  procured  the  conftitution ; 
by  the  fecond,  they  faved  the  government;  and  ia  both  they 
deferyed  well  of  their  country,  and  are  placed  far  above  the 
reach  of  the  author  of  this  little  performance,  its  little  cen- 
fure  or  its  little  praife.  We  thought  that  at  that  time,  as  in 
the  period  of  magna  charta,  armed  men  might  make  decla- 
rations to  recover  liberty,  and  having  recovered  it,  we 
thought  they  fecured  their  glory  as  well  as  their  freedom, 
by  retiring  to  cultivate  the  bleffings  of  peace. 

The  pamphlet  has  further  objections  ;  it  condemns  the 
expedition  with  which  the  claim  of  right  was  eftablifhed,  it 
calls. for  difcuffion,  and  delay—to  do  what  ?  to  debate  whe- 
ther the  Englifh  Parliament  had  a  tight  to  make  laws  for 

Ireland 


Ireland  \  whether  the  privy  councils  in  both  countries  fhould 
alter  your  bills,  or  vphethfer  the  mutiny  bill  fhould  be  perpe- 
tual ?  why,  for  the  two  preceding  years,  thefe  fubje£ts  had 
been,  and  little  other  than  thefe  fubjefts  had  been,  debated. 
The  pamphlet  has  proved  to  you,  however,  the  neceflity  of 
expedition,  by;  its  argument  for  delay ;  for"  it  explains  to 
you,  that  we  were  to  delay  the  queftion,  in  order  to  fell  it, 
that  is,  in  order  to  diminifh,  clog,  and  condition  your  claim 
of  right :  you  were  to  delay,  the  pamphlet  explains,  in  order 
to  preferve  to  the  Parliament  of  England,  over  this  country, 
a  (hare  of  kgiflative  power,  and  the  pamphlet  adminifters 
additional  arguments  againft  its  projeft  of  delay,  by  (hewing 
you,  that  the  viceroy  of  that  time  was  intriguing  againft 
ydur  favourite  meafures,  and  it  gives  you  ftill  further  argu* 
merits  againft  delay,  by  fuggefting  that  there  were  certain 
gentlemen  at  that  time,  who  would  .not  with  their  lives 
have  fupported  their  liberties ;  it  might  have  added,  nor  with 
their  votes :  perfe£Hy  well  do  we  underftand  the  author ;  and 
this  pamphlet  might  have  added,  with"  peculiar  authority, 
that  there  were  certain  young  gentlemen  at  that  time,  ready 
to  barter  honour  for  office,  and  liberty  for  chains.  It  was 
therefore*  we  did  not  liften  to  the  idea  of  delay ;  we  did  not 
chufe  to  fet  up  the  inheritance  of  the  people  of  Ireland  tp 
au&ion;  we  were  applied  to  for  delay,  and  we  refufed  it; 
we  thought  the  16th  of  April  was  the  day  of  the  Irifti  Nation, 
and  we  were  determined  not  to  fleep,  until  laying  our  heads 
on  the  pillow,  we  could  fay,  this  day  Ireland  has  obtained 
a  vi£tory.  ^  v 

Seeing  then,  that  the  conftitution  was  eftablHhed  without 
<Jelay,  or  barter,  or  aufkion,  the  pamphlet  does  not  defpair, 
it  has  a  cure,  viz.  corruption  $  it  does  not  indeed  fet  forth 
corruption  in  words,  but  it  does  amply  and  broadly,  in  idea. 

B  The 
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The  expreflions  are  thefe :  t€  the  only  fecurity  for  national 
"concurrence  is  a  permanent  and  commanding  influence  of 
"  the  Englifh  executive,  or  rather  Englifh  cabinet  in  the 
if  councils  of  Ireland.'*     By  councils  of  Ireland  it  means, 
and  prcfefles  to  mean,  nothing  lefs  than  the  Parliament,  fee 
page  45.     Here  is  the  neceffary  fubftitute,  it  Teems,  for  the 
Britifli  Parliament — here  is  tjie  half  million — here  is  the  de-    „ 
pendency  of  the  lrifli  Parliament  avowed  as  a  principle  -,  here 
breaks  out  of  the  taint  and  fore  of  that  unfortunate  fyftem, 
whoferanknefsthe  pamphlet  feemsto  have  deeply  inhaled, and 
with  wliofe  political  incenfe  it  now  deigns  to  regale  our  nof- 
trils  and  its  own ;  here  is  acknowledged  the  truth  of  the 
complaint  of  the  oppofition,  namely,  that  the  Britifli  minif- 
ter  fome  years  after  the  fettlement  of  1782,  wiflied,  through 
his  agents  here,  to  filch  back  our  Conftitution  of  1782,  fo 
honourably  and  nobly  obtained,  and   to  refume  by  fraud 
what  had  been  obtained  by  treaty.     In  vain  (hall  a  minifter 
come  forth  in  founding  words,  fuch  as  national  concurrence 
or  national  connexion,  and  wrap  himfelf  up  in  the  thread- 
bare coat  of  zeal  for  empire,  to  (lab  his  country  to  the  heart ; 
fuch  arguments  are  not  to  be  anfwered  but  punifhed,  and 
when  any  man  fhajl  avow  tnat  he  has  no  idea  of  governing 
in ,  this  country  without  rendering  her  Parliament  by  the 
means  of  influence,  perfectly' dependent  on  Great  Britain, 
he  avows  not  his  profligacy  only,  but  his  incapacity  alfo. 
Such  a  minifter  could  not  govern  without  corruption ;  he 
could  not  govern  with  it ;  he  might  indeed  begin  by  attempts 
to  pack  a  Parliament,  but  he  will  conclude  by  an  attempt 
to  abolifh  the  legiflature. 

To  return  to  the  pamphlet.  On  the  fubje&  of  the  claim  of 
right,  the  author  feems  to  have  three  parental  ideas ;  Firft, 
That  the  Volunteers  Ihould  have  made  no  declaration  on 
the  fUbjedt :  Secondly,  That  the  queftion  fhould  have  been 

left 
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leftopen^o  delay :  and  Thirdly,  That  the  Britifti  cabinet 
fhould  fucceed  to  the  nower  of  the  Britifti  Parliament.  By 
the  firft  plan  the  conftitution  had  been  loft,  by  the  fecond 
fold,  and  by  the  third  corrupted.  W«  follow  the  pamphlet  5 
itftates,  that  the  adjuftment  of  1782  was  defer ibed  by  the 
author  of  it  as  follows ;  then  he  introduces  a  defcription 
which  certainly  was  given  by  its  author,  but  which, was  not 
a  defcription  of  the  adjuftment  of  the  parliament  of  1782, 
but  of  a  parliament  that  fat  187  yeaTs  agp,  and  which  was 
-affembled  by  James  I.  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1613. 
Here  again  is  that  of  which  we  have  fo  often  reafon 
to  complain  in  this  work  invention ;  true  it  is,  that 
the  boroughs  created-  by  James  I*  have  had  their  effect 
on  pofterity,  and  true  it  is,  that  thofe  boroughs  continue  to 
fend  members  to  parliament ;  fo  far  the  parliament  of  1782 
and  of  161 3  had  a  fimilitude;  but  it  is  not  true  that  the 
parliament  of  1 782  was  a  packed  parliament  like  that  of  161 3 ; 
it  is  not  true  that  the  representatives  of  the  boroughs  were 
either  attornies  clerks  or  the  fervants  of  the  Caftle  as  iti  16T3; 
nor  is  it  true  that  the  boropghs  of  1782  refembled  thofe 
created  by  James  in  161 3  ;  and  fo  far  the  two  parliaments 
have  no  fimilitude.  Mr.  Burke,  fpeaking  to  me  of  fome 
country  that  had  profpered  under  a  conftitution  confiding 
of  three  eftates,  but  eftates  defeftively  formed,  obferyed, 
€t  that  it  was  6i  the  nature  of  a  conftitution  fo  formed  as 
ours,  hbwever  dumfy  the  conftituent  parts,  when  fet  together 
in  a&ion,  ultimately  to  aft  well,"  fo  of  that  in  qiieftion.  The 
boroughs,  in  a  courfe  of  time,  ceafed  to  be  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  king,  and  the  conftitution  took  root  in  the 
people;  the  crown  became  dependant  for  fupply  on  the 
parliament,  and  the  parliament  by  the  o&ennial  bill,  be* 
came  more  intimately  conne&ed  with  the  country;  but 
however  altered,  depurated,  and  naturalized,  this  borough 
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fyftem  was  an  evil  ftillj  in  1613  it  was  corruption4— in 
j  800  it  may  be  Union,  The  author  of  the  pamphlet  has 
not  thought  much  on  thefc  Subje&s  $  'tis  aftonifhing  how 
(hallow  is  that  little  performance  ;  it  charges  my  description 
of  the  parliament  of  161 3,  as  my  defcription  of  the  parlia- 
ment of  1782— th^t  is,  it  makes  a  falfe  inference,  on  its 
falfe  inference,  it  makes  a  falfe  comparison,  and  the  folly 
of  its  own  inference  and  the  fallacioufnefs  of  its  own  com- 
parison, it  attributes  to  another  perfon.  We  follow  the 
work.  It  affirms  that  the  rivals  of  Mr.  Flood  had  agreed  in 
1782  to  Support  a  draft  of  a  clandeftlne  bill  or  treaty  for  im- 
perial  legiflation  which  the  pamphlet  defcribes,  and  adds  that 
they  Sacrificed  to  flimfy  and  corrupt  popularity  the  peace  of 
ages,  &c.  &c.  Here  are  two  afiertions  which  I  tlo  affirm 
publicly, and  in  the  moft  unqualified  manner  contain  not  one 
fyllable,  or  tittle,  or  fhadow  of  fa£l ;  the  two  aflertions  are  ' 
wholely  and  moft  absolutely  deftitute  of  foundation.  T^hc 
author  of  the  pamphlet,  is  called  upon  to  Support. them — 
he  has  acceSs  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  to  many  of  the 
cabinet  of  82,  in  both  countries,  and  to  the  official  and 
the  un-official  agents  of  that  time. 

1 

We  have  Seen  with  what  liberality  the  pamphlet  aflerts,  we 
will  now  fee  with  what  oeconomy  it  reafqns,  and  certainly  its 
falter  in  fa£t  mull  prejudice  its  authority  in  logic-  It  denies 
the  fcttlemeiitof  82  to  have  been  final  »  the  words  of  the  fettle-? 
inent  are  as  follows :  "  His  Majefty  recommends  it  to  take 
into  consideration  the  difcontents  and  jealouGes  prevailing 
in  Ireland,  in  order  to  come  to  Such  a  final  adjuftment  as 
may  give  mutual  fatisfa&ion  to  both  kingdoms1'— See 
his  Mefiage  to  the  refpe&ve  Parliaments. — Parliament 
declares,  "  that  no  body  of  men  whatever  has  any  right 
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to  make  laws  for  Ireland,  favc  only  the  King,  Lords,  and 
Commons  thereof*  that  this  is  the  birth-right  of  the 
people  in  which  the  offence  of  their  liberty  exifts,  tn4 
which  we  cannot  furrender  buf  with  our  live&',*-«Sce  A44*tf% 
of  the  Irifh  Commons  i£th  of  April.r— "  His  Majefty  ha* 
recommended  the  fuhjeft  to  his  Parliaments  of  both  king-t 
dQms,  trufting  that  their  wifdom  will  recommend  meafuretf 
as  may  terminate  in  a  final  adjuftment"-*rScc  his  Mayfly** 
anfwer<— "  the  Britilb  legiflaturc  has  concurred  in  i  resolu- 
tion to  remove  the  caufesof  your  difcontepts  and  jcaloufies 
—the  intention  of  the  king,  and  willingness  of  the  BritiQi 
Parliament  come  unaccompanied  with  anyJHpulationor  con- 
dition whatever.9' — See  the  Duke  of  Portland's  fpeech,  517th 

May u  W«  conceive  the  refolution  for  an  unqualified, 

unconditional  Repeal  of  the  6th  of  Geo.  I.  to  be  a  meafure 
of  juftice  and  wifdom,  worthy  of  the  British  Parliament, 
and  furniftnng  a  perpetual  pledge  of  mutual  amity — 
gratified  in  th$fe  particulars,  no  conjlitutipnal  quejtion 
will  exifi  betweeu  the  two  countries  to  interrupt  their  har- 
mony"— See  Irifh  Commons  Anfwer  27th  May.—"  We  re- 
joice  that  the  name  of  Portland  will  be  handed  down  as 
blended  with  a/«//  *nd  ptrfeft  eftablifhment  of  the  confuta- 
tion of  Ireland" — Sec  Commons  Addrefs  to  his  Excellency 
fame  day* — "  His  Majefty  aflures  his  Commons  of  his  affec- 
tionate acceptance  of  their  acknowledgments  of  hta  Ma-i 
jelly's  and  the.  BritiCh  Parliament's  attrition  to  their  repre- 
fentation,  and  which  they  fo  juftly  confider  as  furwihing  a 
perpetual  pledge  of  mutual  amity.— The  declaration  that 
no  canftitutionol  quejtion  between  the  two  nation^  will  any 
longer  exiftithat  can  interrupt  their  harmony,  are  rery 
pleafing  to  him" — See  the  King's  Anfwer  to  IrUh  Addrefs  of 
37th  May,—"  We  have  feen  this  great  national  arrangement 
eft?bliflied  on  a  bans  which  faures  the  tranquility  of  Ireland, 
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and  unites  the  affeftiorfs  as  well  as  the  interefts  of  both 
kingdoms"— See  Commons  Acidrefs  at  the  clofe  of  the  feflion 
of  1782, u  Convince  the  people  of  your  feveral  counties  that 
the  two  kingdoms  are  now  inseparably  one,  indiflblubly  con- 
ne&ed  in  unity  of  conftitution  and  unity  of  intereft — that 
evfcry  juft  caufc  of  jealoufy  is  removed — that  the  two  nations 
have  pledged  their  faith,  and  their  beft  fecurity  will  be  an 
adherence  to  that  compaft ."  See  the  fecond  fpeech  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  at  the  clofe  of  the  feflion  and  the  ad- 
juftment; '  \ 

■  1  * 

Here  is  the  record  5  the  pamphlet  propofes  to  do  away 
the  force  of ;  record  by  the  force  of  intrigue,  and  to  fet 
up  a  private  corrcfpondence   of  the     then   Lord  Lieutr- 
xlant  againft  a  public  aft.     It  produces  an  intrigue  carried 
on  with  a  view  to  clog  the  fettlement,   as  fufficicnt  not 
to  condition  or  interpret,  but  to  over-hawl  and  overfet  it ; 
— it  does  not  make  the  covenant  conclufive  on  the  infin- 
cerity  of  the  Viceroy,  but  the  infincerity  of  the  Viceroy 
conclufive   againft   the   covenant — as    if  it    w^re   poffible 
to  conftrue  away  the  obligation    of  a  deed  $f  truft  by  a 
private  proteft   of  the  truftee,   or  as  if  treaties   between 
two  nations  were  to  be  fet  afide  by  the  private  letter  of  the 
Envoy.  •  It  goes  further,  it  gives  the  private  intrigue  an  ex- 
tent which  the  intrigue  itfelf  never  affefted — it  makes  the 
corrcfpondence,  containing  a  wifh  pending  the  adjuftment 
and  before  its  tonclufion,  to  condition  the  Irifli  claim  of 
right,  tantamount  to  a  public  proteft  purporting  to  render, 
it  final  in  nothing.— The  pamphlet  ftates,  "  That  all  the 
«  parties  looked   on    the  adjuftment  of   1782  as  leading 
<(  to  a  future  political  treaty." — Would  any  one  believe, 
would  any  one  conceive  that  the  alledged  author  of  that 
pamphlet  mould  be  ignorant  of  the  parties  to  that  treaty, 
that,  he  ftiould  not  know  they  were  the  King  and  the  re- 
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fpe&ive  Parliaments  of  the  two  countries;. and  that  th^y 
were  not,  as  he  imagines,  ^he  individuals  concerned  in 
bringing  that  treaty  to  a  conclufion? 

i 
i 

But  the  author  is  ignorant  of  the  fentiments,  of  thofe  in- 
dividuals, as  well  as  of  the  nature  of  the  treaty.  Thus 
Mr.  Fox's  fentiments  the  pamphlet  has  mifreprefented ;  he 
has  declared  thatr  he  wiihed  to  make  the  beft  terms  he 
could  for  Great  Britain ;  but  as  Ireland  would  not  condi- 
tion her  independency,  he  gave  up  the  fecond  propofition. 
It  has  miftated  the  fentiments  of  General  Fitzpatrick ;  he  < 
declares  that  he  was  totally  ignorant  of  the  difpatch  of  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  and  that  he  had  at. the  very  time  allured 
the  Irifh  Parliament,  m  the  name  of  the  Government  which 
he  then  reprefented,  that  no  farther  meafure  was  intended. 
He  has  miftated  Mr.  Grattan's  fentiments,  who  publickly 
declares  that  every  part  of  the  affertion,  as  far  as  relates  to 
him,  is  totally  unfounded,  without  a  fhadow  of  colour  or 
pretence ;  and  calls  on  the  author  to  fupport  his  aflertions. 
But  I  think  I  could  quote  another  authority  againft  this 
pamphlet ;  it  is  another  pamphlet  in  the  name  of  the'fame. 
author  publifhed  in  1 798 ;  which  charges  the  people  of 
Ireland  and  the  oppofition  with  a  breach  of  faith  in  agitating 
certain  political  and  commercial  queftions,  after  the  king-, 
dom  had  'come  to  a  final  fettlement  with  England,  "  A 
*'  fettlement  fo  complete  and  fatisfa&ory  as  tA  render  a 
•'  revival  of  political  or  conftitutional  controverfies  utterly 
«  impoffible." 

That  pamphlet  accordingly  quotes  the  addrefs  of  1782  ; 
declaring  that  all  conftitutional  queftions  between  the  two 
countries  fhould  ceafe,  and  it  extends  the  word  conftituti* 
onal  to  mean  all  commercial  queftions  \  and  it  extends  the 
words  between  the  two  nations  to  mean  queftions  between 
the   adminiftation  and  the  country.     This  interpretation   by 

the 
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the  pamphlet  of  1798,  was  as  extravagant  as  the  opppoftte 
interpretation  by  the  pamphlet  df  1 800$  in  the  name  of  the 
fame  author.  The  author  is  there  made  to  differ  from 
Mr.  Pitt,  and  to  fay  that  the  adjuftment  went  to  every 
thing  5  the  suthor  is  here  made  to  differ  from  himfelf,  which 
is  muc^i  lefs  furprifing,  and  to  fay  that -the  adjuftftient  ex- 
tended to  nothing.  But  here  I  muft  obferve,  that  it  is  the 
argument  only  that  is  inconfiftent,  the  fentinierit  is  perfect- 
ly uniform ;  it  advanced  covenant  againft  national  redrefs, 
and  it  now  advances  the  will  of  the  toinifter  againft  cove- 
nant. Thus  has  this  pamphlet  on  the  fubjed  of  a  national 
treaty,  expatiated  with  extraordinary  vehemence  and  confi- 
dence without  knowing  its  purport,  without  knowing  who 
were  the  parties,  without  knowing  who  (hould  be  the  par- 
ties, without  knowing  what  were  the  Sentiments  of  the  par- 
ties 5  in  direft  contradiction  to  the  fentirtientfc  of  the  prin- 
cipal agents,  and  to  the  fpoken,  written  and  printed  opini- 
on of  the  alledged  author  of  the  publication. 


"We  follow  the  work  ;  having  denied  a  Covenant  which  did 
exxft,  it  fabricates  a  covenant  which  never  had  any  exift- 
ehce  whatfoever $  it  afferts,  page  47,  that  an  alliance  offen- 
five  and  defcnfive,  was  formed  by  certain  parties  In  both 
countries  to  play  the  independence  of  Ireland  againft  their 
antagonifts;  2dly,  it  affirms  the  principal  objeft  of  that  al- 
liance, to  be,  to  gttard  againft  any  Settlement  which  might 
cut  off  the  foutces  of  jealoufy  and  difcotttent  between  the 
two  nations.  I  do  aver  in  the  mod  folemn,  public  and  un- 
qualified manner,  that  there  is  not  the  leaft  foundation,  co- 
lout  or  pretcnce.for  either  of  thofe  affertions  ;  and  it  is  with 
great  pain  I  feel  myfelf  forced  to  declare,  that  they  are  ab- 
solutely and  wholly  deftitute  of  any  foundation,  in  fa&  or 

in  truth ;  I  refer  to  thejfe  fa&s — 

Imme- 
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Immediately  after  the  Settlement  of  1782,  the  Englifh 
part  of  this  pretended  alliance  went  into  opposition  \  the 
Irifh  part  of  this  pretended  alliance,  till  1 785,,  Supported 
the  government,  and  forne  of  them,  for  years  after;  the 
Englifh  part  of  this  pretended  alliance  oppofed  the  French 
treaty  \  the  Irifh  part  fupported  it  ;  foms  of  the  Englifh  part 
of  this  pretended  alliance  oppofed^  the  war,  the  Irifh  part 
fupported  it.  Here  then  is  a  publick  proof  of  the  falfehood 
of  the  firft  pofition.  We  afe  furnifhed  with  further  means . 
of,falfifying  the  fecond. 

\  -0'.  1  - 

/  ,  •  *  * 

The  original  propofitions  that  pafled  the  Irifh  Parliament  in 
1 785*  were  that  very  fettlement  which  the  pamphlet  ascribes; 
that  is,  a  fettlement  purporting  to  cut  off  the  fources  of  any 
remaining  difcontents  and  jealoufies  between  the  two  nati- 
ons, and  they  had  bur  warmed  fupport.  So  that  the  pam- 
phlet has  been  fo  indifcreet  and  ill  advifed  ats  to  advance  \ 
and  affirm  two  criminal  charges  p6fitively  and  publickly, 
having,  within  the  reach  of  its  author's  knowledge,  certain 
fads,  proving  the. falfehood  of  thofe  very  charges,  at  the- 
very  time  tfrey  were  fo  injudkiqufly  advanced. 

The  author  is  called  upon  to  fupport  them j  he  mud  have 
accefs  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  to  Mr.  Pelham,  and  to  many 
of  thofe  who  mull  have  been  parties  in  this  pretended  alli- 
ance.    They  are  not  our  friends,  they  are  his. 

\  y  , 

I 

The  work  proceeds  to  ftate,  but  not  to  ftate  fairly  or 
fulty,  the  propofitions ;  and  I  cannot  but  again  obferve, 
that  theft:  frequent  miftakes  in  fad:  mud  create  a  preju- 
dice againd  its  logic.  The  bed  way  of .  anfwering  mifre- 
prefentation  is  by  reciting  the  faft.  The  original  ten/ 
propofitions  were  formed  with  the  .content  of  the  BritifH 
cabinet  5  they  were  the  work  (at  lead  the  fird  nine)  as  I 

C  underftand;. 


»4 

undcrftandof  a  gentleman  of  (Lis  country,  and  they  (hewed 
in  their  ability  and  their  compafs*  the  hand  of  a-  mailer, 
A  tenth  was  added,  which  ftipulated  for  revenue  to  be. given 
by  this  country  to  Great  Britain  j  that  loth  was  altered  in 
the  cabinet  in  Ireland  and  divided  into  two  refokuions,  the 
id  declaring  that  no  irifii  revenue  fhouid  he  given  to  Eng- 
land until  all  Irifli  charges- were  previoutty  fatisfied ;  the  2d, 
that  the  Irifii  revenue  fiioold  he  raffed  tothelrifh  expences* 
The  Irifti   miniftry  took  the  new  revenue  and  the  Englifh 
Parliament  altered  the  original  proposition.    Fending  thefe 
alterations,  fome  members  of  our  houfe  fpoke  6n  the  fub- 
jt&y  and  pledged  themfelves  that  they  fhouid  on  the'  return 
off  the  propofitions  give  them  oppofition  in  cafe  they  fhouid 
be  altered  even  in  an  iota.     I  recoile£fc  Mr.  Fofter  fpeaking 
to  that  point,  he  did  not  fo  pledge  bimfelf,  but  I  perfectly 
recol&d  that  the  theft  attorney  general  did*  die  pamphlet  has 
given 'reafons  for  the  inconftancy  of  his  femiments,  give  me 
leave  to  juftify  the  uniformity  of  mine.   The  bill  founded 
on  the  altered  propofitions  departed  from  the  original  ones 
in  the  following  particulars :  it  ftipulated  for  a  perpetual  re- 
venue bill  it  ftipulated  in  certain  leading  and  eflbntial  mat- 
ters for  a  covenant  of  referential  legiftation,  it  included  in 
that  covenant  four  articles  of  American  commerce,  ttftipu- 
Inted  for  the  reduction  of  our  duties  of  protection  on  cotton 
among  others,  and  it  gave  us  nothing  in  fubftance  but  the 
re-export  trade  which  we  have  gotten  without  it.    To  the 
public  it  is  fnfficient  to  fay  fo  much,  to  the  pamphlet  it  is  un- 
riecefiary  to  fay  any  thing  ;  but  when  that  pamphlet  calls  op- 
pofition to  thofe  altered  propofitions  a  breach. with  England 
and  a  facrifice  of  the  common  iatereft  on  the  altar  of  fa&ion, 
rhe  author  fhouid  be  reminded,  that  the  per fon  whofe  name 
kafiumes  had  pledged  himfelf  to  oppofe  thafe  altered  pro- 
pofitions *  that  is,  according  to  the  pamphlet,  to  canfe  that 
breach  with  England  and  to  make  that  facrifice  on  the  altar 
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of  fa&ion  ;  and  aMb  that  a  great  part  of  the  prefect  cabi- 
net of  England  did  a&ualry  .execute  what  thepamphlet  calls 
a  breach  with  England,  and  facrificed  the  common  intereft 
on  the  altar  of  fa£Uon^-Lord  Auckland,  the  Duke  of  Port- 
land  and  morft  of  his  connexions.  But  we  ftand  in  need  of 
to  authorities  •  did  we,I(hould  quote  Mr.  Denis  Daly,  the 

„  theii  mutter  matter,  who  declared  he  could  not  fupport  the 
altered  propofitions.    The  truth  is,  the  opposition  to  the  bUl 

i  which  comprehended  them,  was  no  breach  witjh  England, 
however  there  might  indeed  mix  in  the  debate  an  ofFenfive 
difpofitton  to  contrail  the  two  nations*,  but  we  muft  always 
drftingirfth  between  the  nature  of  the  queftion  itfelf  and  the 
craft  of  theexpeftant  flattering  the  eourtof  England  by  re- 
viling his  own  country  for  his  private  advantage. 

We  follow  the  pamphlet  to  the  regency,  mud  here  its 
•  charge  againft  the  country  is  not  her  conduct  but  her  power. 
-The  pamphlet  reprobates  the  right  of  Ireland  to  choofe  a 
-  regent ;  now,  fte  is  not  refponfible  for  the  right  but  the  exer- 
■  cife  of  it,  and  we  have  (hewn  that  (he  exercifed  that  right  for, 
the  prefervation  of  the  monarchy,  and  the  connection..  The 
pamphlet  flares  the  power  of  choice  to  be  tantamount  to  a 
power  of  feparation ;  but  who  gave  that  power  i  it  was  the 
law;  and  who  difplayed  that  power  ?  the  minifter ;  it  was 
he  who  ftated  that  the  two  houfes  of  Parliament  in  cafe  of 
'regal  incapaeity-tould  fupply  the  deficiency  exaftly  as  they 
thought  proper,  when  a  fervant  of  Government  here  main- 
tained that  the  houfes  of  the  BritUh  Parliament  could  do 
more,  and  could  provide  for  the  deficiency  in  Ireland  as  well 
as  in  England,  that  is  to  fay,  could  republicanize  both 
countries.    He  did  not  make  our  fitnatjon  better,  nor  give 
any  great  fecurity  to  the  tponarchy  or  the  conftitution. 
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,  The  pamphlet  afierts,  that;  if  the  proceedings  of  our  Par- 
liament could  have  any  effeft,  we  were  feparated  forborne 
weeks  from  England.  Now  if  we  were  feparated  for  an 
hour,  it  was  not  by  the  proceedings  of  Parliament/  that 4s 
to  fay,  by  the  addrefs  to  the  Prince,  which  never  had  effeft, 
but  by  the  indifpofition  of  his  Majdfty,  which  had  effe£k,  and 
which  alone  had  effe£l  to  fufpend  the  royal  fun£tion  and  of 
courfe  the  only  connecting  power  of  the  two  countries. 

The  pamphlet  having  confounded  the  proceedings  of  Par- 
liament with  caufes  which  Parliament  found  but  did  nqt 
produce,  proceeds  to  a  grofs  mifreprefentation  of  concomi- 
tant circumftances.  It  charges  on  the  Parliament  the  crime 
of  expedition,  but  it  does  not  (late  the  caufe  of  it ;  one  cauife 
was  the  fedition  of  the  Irifli  minifter ; — that  miniftry  appre- 
hended difmiffal  and  were  forming,  an  opposition.  The  then 
reprefentative  of  Majefty  in  Ireland  was  fuppofed  to  be  em- 
ployed at  that  time  in  cahvaffing  for  a  party  agakift  the  fu- 
ture Government  with  the  king's  commiffion  in  his  pocket. 
Thuslns  Royal  H.tghnefs  would  have  been  a.  regent  in  chains 

.  with  a  court  in  mutiny.  \  ••  ' 

♦  •    •       ""  .  -  .    •  .  .       '    .. . 

The  pamphlet  charges  the  commons  at  that  time  with 
difrefped  to  the  king,  marked  by  the  limitation  of  the  fupply. 
The  fa£fc  is  true,  but  it  is  not  true  is  the  pamphlet  dates 
it*— the  commons  abridged  the  gran;  of  the  fupply  becaufe' 
the    King's  minifter  in   Ireland    could  not   be    trufted, 
and  he   could  not  be  trufted  for- the. following  reafons: — 
becaufe  Jbe  had-  declared  he  would  make  certain  members  of 
Parliament  vi£tims  of  their  votes,  becaufe  he  had  ceqfured 
the  Parliament  and  the  Parliament  had  cenfured  him,  and 
becaufe  one  of  his  fervants  had  pronounced  in  Parliament 
the  neceffity  of  reforting  to  the  rankeft  corruption.     It  was 
for  thefe  reafons  that  Parliament  did  not  think  proper  to 
truft  either  with  the  revenues  of  the  country.  , 
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The  pamphlet  afierts,  that  the  IrJlh  Parliament  proceeded 
without  a  tittfe  of  evidence  \  it  is  pot  the  fa£l.     The  parnph- 
let,  indeed,  acknowledges  that  its  own  charge  is  not  true,  by 
making  another,  namely,  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  did 
not  attend  to  the  evidence.  Here  it  is  as  deficient  in  candour 
as  before  in  fad  \  the  cafe  was,  that  the  report  of  tjie  phi- 
fician  regarding  the  ftate  of  his  Majefty's  health,  had  ap- 
peared before  in  every  paper  ;  it  was  a  fubje&  too  interesting 
and  too  melancholy  not  to  be  perfe&ly  known,  and  was  read 
in  the  Houfe,  pro  forma.     On  this  part  of  the  fubjefi,  the 
pamphlet  is,  in  an  eminent  degree,  indecorous  and  licenci- 
ous>  when  it*  fpcaks  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  nor  is  it 
lefs  fo  when  it  fpcaks  of  the  perfons  concerned  in  the  pro* 
ceedings  of  that  time,  as  of  a  fet  of  men  who  had  accom- 
plished a  breach  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  had 
committed  (I  think  the  words  of  the  charge  are),  enormities^ 
The  perfons  guilty  of  thofe  enormities  were  fome  of  the  pre- 
fcnt  fervants  of  the  crown,  a  majority  of  two  Houfes  of 
Parliament,  feveral  biihops,  a  great  part  of  the  prefect  ca- 
binet of  England,  the  Duke  of  Partland  and  his  party,  Lord 
Spencer,  who  was  to  have  been  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  Mr. 
Pelham,  who  was  to  have  been  his  Secretary — were  it  not 
prefuinptiousy  *  I  might  afcend  much  higher. 

An  alliance  to  play  againft  England  the  independency  of 
Ireland,  wHofe  bafis  was  to  prevent  meafures  of  concord-** 
a  breach  made  between  the  two  countries  in  85,  and  now 
their  enormities  in  the  addrefs  on  the  regency,  are  charges 
againft  the  Duke  of  Portland's  party  very  unfounded  and 
very  puerile,  but  made  with  gteat  boldnefs  by  the  author, 
who  feems  to  enjoy  a  genius  for  crimination,  which  in  its 
extent  and  extravagance,  becomes  harm  lefs.  The  phamplet 
charges' on  that  period  much  indecorum.    I  do  lament  it. 

«  Yo» 
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"  You  have  fet  up  a  little  king  of  jour  own,  faid  a  princU 
pal  fervant  of  the  crown,  (peaking  to  the  Houfc  of  Com- 
mons, and  talking  of  his  Prince  with  the  vulgar  familiarity 
with  which  one  Have  would  falutc  his  fellow/9  "  Haifa 
"  million  or  more  was  expended  foiae  years  ago,  to  break 
"  an  oppofition,  the  fame  or  a  greater  furn  may  be  necciary 
"  now";  fo  faid  the  principal  fervant  of  the  crown.  The 
Houfe  heard  him,  I  heard  him,  he  faid  it  (landing  on  his  legs 
to  an  aftonifhed  Houfe,  and  an  indignant  nation,  and  he 
faid  fo  in  the  mod  extenfive  fenfe  of  bribery  and  corrup- 
tion. The  threat  was  proceeded  ort,  the  peerage  was  fold,  the 
caitiffs  of  corruption  were  every  where,  in  the  lobby,  in  the 
flreet,  on  the  fteps,  and  at  the  door  of  every  parliamentary 
leader  whofe  threfholds  were  worn  by  the  members  of  the 
then  adminiftration,  offering  titles  to  fome,  amnefty  toothers, 
and  corruption  to  all.  Hence  arofe  the  difeontents  of  which 
the  pamphlet  complains — againft  fuch  proceedings,  and  the 
profligate  avowal  of  fuch  proceedings,  againft  •  the  confer 
quences  that  followed — they  wore  many  and  bloody,  we  did 
then,  and  we  beg  now  to  enter  once  more  pur  folerim  pro* 
teft.  v 

Could  that  nation,  who  had  refufed  to  obey  the  legifla* 
tive  power  of  the  Britifh  Parliament,  who  had  armed  for 
her  defence  and  her  freedom,  who  had  recovered  her  trade, 
retaliated  her  conftitutipn,  and  acquired  a  great,  and  it  fhali 
not  be  my  fault,  if  it  be  not  an  immortal  name— could  they 
who  had  taken  a  part  for  that  nation,  in  all  her  glorious  ac- 
quifitions-^- could  the  nation  or  fuch  men,  could  both  for- 
get themfelves,  and  fupport  a  rank  inftrument  of  power,  and 
become  its  little  comrade,  anditscopander  in  its  dirty  doings, 
in  the  fale  of  the  peerage,  con  (piracies  againft  Parliament, 
and  Us  vil$  and  vulgar  abufe  of  the  people- 

A  pamphlet 
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A  pamphlet  of  9ft,  pilUifltadin  the  name  of  the  fame 
author,  is  pldafed  to  mention,  that  the  experiment  of  con- 
ciliation had  been  fully  &rfd  abundantly  tried,  and  it  parti- 
cularly inftances,  the  acknowledgement  of  our  Parliamentary 
Conftitution-— it  was  an  experiment,  magnanimous  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain,  and  her  then  miriifter,  and  we  ought 
to  take  this  public  opportunity,  of  making  acknowledge*- 
ments  to  both,  but  we  muft  lament, ,  that  theii*  noble  pur- 
fofes'  were  counteracted*  and  their  wife  experiment  be-- 
trayed  by  a  calamitous  afcendericy  in  the  Irifli  Cabinet, 
from  $9  of  the  above  councils,  at  oriee  fer?ile  and  infolent 
who  had  oppofed  the  eftablifliment  of  the  Irifli  Conftitu-* 
tidn,  and  fearce  were  they  placed  in  power,  when  they 
planned  its  overthrow,  fet  up  a  counter  experiment  or 
eortfpiracy,  to  undo  what  England  thought  (he  had  recog- 
nized, £nd  Ireland  thought  (he  had  fecured,  that  vefry  parli- 
amentary constitution,  our  bond  of  connexion,  and  pledge 
of  peace,  and  took  two  methods  to  accomplifh  their  crime> 
both  of  which,  they  proclaimed  with  much  puWic  immo* 
de^y,  but  without  danger  5  a  project  to  pack  a  Parliament 
and  a  projeft  to  abolifh  it. 

We  follow  the  work,  it  complains  of  the  Whig  Club,  the 
minifter  was  the  author  of  it-— his  doctrine,  and  his  half, 
miilipn  were  the  authors  of  it*  but  Clubs  of  this  kind 
are  only  preferred  by  violence,  that  violence  did  happen 
— art  attack  was  made  on  the  rights  of  the  city,  a  doc* 
trine  was  promulgated,  that  the  common  council  had 
00  right  to  put  a  negative  on  the  Lord  Mayor,  chofen 
by  the  board  of  Alderman,  except  the  board  itfelf <  fiiould 
aflent  to  the  negative  put  on  its  own  choice,  this  doc- 
trine was  advanced  by  the  court,  to  fecure  the  election 
of  the  mayor  to  itfelf  j  in  the  courfe  of  the  conteft* 
a  miniftcr  involved  himfelf  in  a  perfonal  altercation  with 

the 


the  citizens — with  Mr.  Tandy,  he  had  carried  on  a  long 
war,  arid  with  various  fuccefs— he  was  now  involved  in 
an  altercation  more  general,  in  the  compafs  of  his  wrath- 
he  paid  his  compliments  to  the  Whig  Club,  and  that  club 
advanced  the  fhield  of  a  free  people  over  the  rights  of  the 
city,  and  humbled  a  minifter  in  the  prefence  of  thofe  citi- 
zens whoff  privileges  he  had  invaded,  and  whofe  perfQns 
be  had  calumniated.  The  pamphlet  charges  the  club  with 
a  crime  on  account  of  a  publication  on  the  fubjeft  of  the 
poor,  pending  a  probable  invaGon — idle  charge.  At  this 
time  of  a  probable  invafion,  is  a  focicty  formed  for  the 
very  purpofe  of  inveftigating^  their  condition  with 
fome  of  the  officers  of  ftate,  and  feveral  clergy  at  its 
head. — At  fuch  a  time  did  fome  of  the  £nglifh>  clergy 
publifh  treatifes  proving,  that  thtf  psafantry  cojUd  not 
live  hy  their  labour — did  the  author  read  a{  very,  learn- 
ed pamphlet  in  favor  of  the  Union,  publifh$d  by  Mr* 
Douglafs,  at  a  time  of  apprehended  invafion,  recommend- 
ing Union  as  the  bed  meaijs  of  relieving  thc^  lower  ..order 
from  the  oppreffion  of  the  rich,  and  then  he  quotes  Adam 
Smijh — did  the  author  read  Mr.  Pitt's  pamphlet,  publiihed 
pending  an  apprehended  invafion  and  condoling  with  the 
peafantry  if  Ireland,  on  the  great  praQkal  griivance  of 
tythes  ?  But  to  have  done  with  fuch  tripling,  we  follow^  the 
work  to  its  charge  againft  the  propounders  of  the  reform 
plan  of  97 — the  work  fets  forth  two  plans,  that  of  thofe 
gentlemen,  and  that  of  the  United  Irifhmen— they  differ  in 
the  following  effentials — the  plan  of  the  forjn^r  left  the 
counties  as  they  are,  the  former  did  not  propofe  to  annualize 
Parliament — the  former  rejefted  the  idea  of  perfonal  repre- 
fentation,  theformerdid  not  propofe  to  abolifh  the  oath  taken 
by  the  ele&or.  What  then  did  the  former  do—*it  deftrbyed 
boroughs,  and  it  propofed  to  fupply  their  place  by  the  prefent 
freemen  and  freeholders,  that  is,  by  thofe  whom  the  Jaw 
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calls  the  Commons— it1  created  no  new  conftituency,  but  it 
did  what  every  plan  of  reform  profefles  to  emulate — it  gave 
reprefentation  to' the  Conftituency,  that,  is,  to  the  Com- 
mons in  the  place  of  the  monopolift — when  I  fay  it  made 
no  new  cotiftituency — I  beg  to  make  an  exception,  it  intro- 
duced in  the  place  of  the  pot  walloper  as  he  is  termed,  fub- 
ftantial  leaseholders  and  fubftantial  houfeholders,  that  is, 
it  gave  property  more  weight,  and  population  diftinft  from 
property  lefs  weight— on  the  whole  it  took  away  the*  mo- 
nopolift and  the,  potwalloping  rabble,  and  communicated 
the  reprefentatation  of  the  kingdom  to  the  proprietors 
thereof,  as  conftituted  its  ele&ors  by  law,  or  as  entitled  to 
become  fuch  by  4  property  greater  than  th$  law  had  required. 

*  ■  * 

.    Tha  effect  of  tfeis  plan  had  been  to  ptevent  an  Union ; 

m 

if  we  are  to  advert  to  the  evidence  of  the  prifoner  examined 
feythej  Houfes  of  Parliament,  it  had  been  to  prevent  ? 
rebellion,  and  to  break  off  a  French  connection.  When 
the  pamphlet  fefs  forth  that  Mr.  O'Connor,  &c*  approved . 
of  this  plan  it  diould  have  dated"  the  whole  truth,  or  have 
dated  nothing  ;  it  has  done  neither.  It  has  fupprefied 
their  declaration  which  was,  that  had  that  plan  taken  place, 
they  would  have>broken  off  their  connexion  with  France. 


\ 
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Neither,  the  .feiftory  of  that  reform,  nor  the  hiftory  of  any 

pv^bliq  ix^afurCi,  doe$  the  writer  fet  forth.  >  A  plan  ot  reform 

;      .•  :  D  had 

•  THc  author  is  pleafed  to  term  Mr.  0*Conn6r  our  unrefcrvtd  friend — in. 
ixSs  manifefto,  fhewed  to  the  Irilh  government  for  permiflion  to  publifh,  Mr 
O'Connor  feta  forth  that  fave  only  on  the  queftion  of  reform,  he  had  no 
communication  with  us  .  of  any  kind  whatever— that  manifefto  muft  hav« 
oeen  read  by  the  author  of  the  pamphlet,  who  thus  makes  another  charge  he 
mould  have  known  to  be  groundjefs,  and  which  he  is  now  called  on  to 
maintain.  We  do  not  call  for  legal  evidence ,  but  if  the  author  has  any  evi- 
dence at 'all,  &eh  as  would  convince  an  honeft  man  of  the  truth  of  any  of 
thofe  charges,  or  jdftify  an  honed  man  in  making  them,  be  U  called  upon, 
and  requeftcd  to  produce  that  evidence. 


Jiad  been  propofed  in  93,  and  debated,  in  04,  It  was  objeft.- 
ed  firft,  that  the  plan  did  not  give  fatisfa&ioq  ^  in  that  the 
rnoftvehcrnentpartizans  ofparliamentaryreform  hadfignified 
their  disapprobation — fecondlys  that  the.  pls^a  opened  the 
way  to  another  plan  or  to  the  project  of  perfbnai  reprefen- 
tation.  It  became  highly  expedient-  before  any  other  plan 
was  fubmitted  to  the  caniideration  of  Parliament,  to  be  able, 
to  aflure  that  auguft  body,  that  fuch  plan  would  give  ge- 
neral fatisfa&ion*  and  put  an  end  to  the  project  of  puerfonal 
reprefentation.  The  per fons  concerned  in.  the  forming  that 
flan,  did  accordingly  obtain  from  the  nprth  of  Ireland,  arid 
moreover  from  the  advocates  of  perfonal  representation^ 
authority  to  declare  in  Parliament,,  that, if  Ae-plan  of  97 
fliould  pafs,  they  would  reft  Satisfied.  If  a  further  anfwer 
to  the  author  be  ncceflary,  it  is  his  own  avowal  of  his  own 
principle,  viz*  that  no  Irifh  representation-  at  <  all-  is  tteceffa* 
ryy  and  that  befhouid  be  fatisfted  to  be  governed  by  the 
English  Parliament,  without  a  fingle  representative.  With 
fuch  a  perfon,  I  fhaH  no  further  diifcufs  the  fubjeft  of  repre- 

fentation, 

"...  -  • 

We  follow  the  work   to  the  Catholic  queftion :   It  is 

pleafed  to  quote  me  as  follows^  ,  *•  Let  me  advife  you  by 
if  no  means  to  poftpone  the  confederation  of  your  fortunes 
«f  till  after  the  war,  your  phyficaf  coiifequence  exifts  in  a 
**  ftate  of  ftperation  from  England)  Ice.*''  I, am  extremely 
lorry  to  be  obliged  to  declare  again  what  I  have  been  com- 
pelled to  do  fo  often  ;  that  this,  paragraph  publi/hed  as  mine 
by,  the  author  of  the  pamphlet,  is  not  misinterpretation, 
r^ot  triLfrepxcfcntatbn,  but  palpable  faMcati&n.  .  I  never 
foid  nor  publifhcd,  that  the  phyfccal  confequence  of  any 
part  of  his  Majefty's  fubje£hs  exifted  ifi  a  ftate  of  ftperation 
from  England,  nor  any  thing  that  would  warrant  that  in- 
terpretation j  but  I.dld  fay  the  reyerfe-^-thatas  ourd?* 
medic  fccatrity  con  fitted  in  concord  with  another,  &  oar 

fecurity 
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fecurity  agtinft  an  invader  from  abropd>  depended  on  .our 
connexion  with  Great  Britain,  On  this  expreflion  then 
boldly  attributed  to  me,  but  which  I.  never  delivered,  the 
author  founds  two  charges  a.$  deftitute  of  truth  and  unreal 
as  the  foundation  on  which  they,  reft — a  charge  of  revolution 
and  jacobinifm.  The  author  in  a  production  fan£tioned  by 
his  name,  in  one  of  the  pubjic  papers,  is  made  to  fay  that  a 
certain  party  had  reforted  to  the  Catholic  Bill  asanewfut*- 
jc£t  of  difcontent,  after  the  Place  and  Penfion  Bill  had 
been  conceded :  here  again  I  am  forced  to  lament  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  declaring  that  this  aflertion  alfo  is  totally  and 
*abfolute?y  deftitute  of  foundation — and  I  will  prove  its 
departure  from  the  fatt,  by  the  proceedings  of  Parlia- 
ment. The  firft  Catholic  Bill  after  that  of  1782,  paffed 
in  92 — the  fecond,  early  in  the  feffion  of  93 — and  the 
placA  and  penfion  bill  did  not  pafs  till  the  tibfe  of  it,  fo 
that  the  refutation  of  the  charge,  appears  on  the  tolls  pf 
Parliament.  As  to  the  laft  Catholic  Bill,  they  to  whom 
he  alludes,  did  not  refort  to  ft  aa  a  new  fubjeft  of  difcon- 
tent to  annoy  the  government,  being  at  that  time  them- 
felves  the  adminittration— it  follows,  there  is  an  arith- 
metic and  moral  impoflibility  of  the  truth  of  this  charge  of 
the  author.  I  beg  indulgence  in  addition,  to  ftate  a  few 
fa£h — the  Catholics  were  not  excited  to  come  forward  by 
an  oppofition,  they  were  induced  to  come  forward  by 
Mr.  Mitford's  Bill  in  91—  they  came  at  the  latter  end  of  the 
feffion  of  that  year  to  fome  of  our  party,  tnyfelf  among 
others,  to  know  whether  we  {hould  rjdt  advife  them,  to 
petition  Parliament  for  further  indulgences—my  anfwer 
was,  I  am  your  friend,  but  go  to  the  Secretary  and  confult 
him  }  don't  narrow  your  caufe  to  the  fate  of  an  oppo- 
fition and  a  minority.  1  give  this  advice  a$  a  friend  to 
your  body— 4n  the  winter  of  91,  I  was  applied  to  Mr. 
£..  Burke,  with  a  requeft  to  know  my  fentiments  on  the 
Catholic  fubjeft,  which  I  did  not  difclofe  to  him,  declaring 
at  the  fame  time,  my  good  wi fries  to  the  Catholic  body,  and 
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on  the  bpcning  of  the  feflion,  in  January  92,  I  gave  the 
Catholic  a  decided  fupport.  Forgetting  this,  the  pamphlet 
quotes  a  declaration,  "  that  tlie  Catholics  could  not  induce 
any  one  member  of  Parliament  to  patronize  their  petition. 
This  declaration  was  published,  December,  92,  and  tho 
author  charges  from  thence,  that  until  the  petition  wa& 
recommended  by  minifters,  w<*  hid  been  catholic  ^perfe- 
cutors.  That  charge  alfo  is  a  departure  from  fa£t,  I  remem- 
ber giving  in  fupport  of  the  catholic  petition,  and  claims  z 
decided  voice  and  vote  in  1792. 

• 

1  In  January,  93,  their  claims  came  recommended  from 
the  throne,  and  in  fupporting  their  bill  fo  recommended ; 
I  obferved,  that  however,  I  might  think  it  were  judicious 
to  go  farther,  I  did  think  the  bi}l  communicated,  mpft  im- 
portant right?.    In  the  feffion  of  94,  the  catholic  fubjeft  was 
not  mentioned,  but  in  fummer,  on  3  change  being  made  in 
the  Britifh  Cabinet,   being  informed  by  fome  of  the  lead- 
ing perfons  therein,  that  the  adminiftration  of  the  Irilh  de- 
partment was  t,o  belong  to  them,  and  that  they  had  (ent  for 
us  (o  adopt  our  rneafures,  I  ftated  the  catholic  emancipation, 
as  one  of  them.  Thus  the  charge  that  we  were  originally  per* 
fee  u tors  of  the  catholics  appear^  to  be  a  departure  from  the 
fa£t.     Thus  the  charge  that  we  took  up  the  catholics  after 
.  the  palling  of  the  place  and  pen  (ion  bill,  as  Irifh  matter  of 

oppofition,   appears,  like  wife  to  be  a  departure  from  fad. 

The  proofs  are  in  the  proceedings  of  Parliament. 

The  pamphlet  of  98,  in  he  authors  name,  has  faid,  that 
the  experiment  of  conciliation  was  abundantly  tried.  Here 
is  the  fecond  experiment,  and  here  it  is  but  juft,  to  acknow- 
ledge the  wifdom  of  his  Majefty,  and  the  benignity  of  his 

intentions, 


intentions,  when  he  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  recommend  the 
Catholics  in  ^793,  in  his  ipeech  from  the  Throne,  (b  that 
this  body  thus  royally  patronized,  might  be  attached  not 
only  to  the  conftitution,  whofe  privileges  they  were  to  par- 
ticipate! but  to  the  great  perfonage,  ajfo,  at  whofe  fpeciaj 
interpofition,  they  were  thus  parentally,  and  majeftically 
recommended.  But  as  in  the  firft  experiment,  the  people  of 
England,  fo  in  the  fecond,  was  his  Majehy  betrayed,  by 
thofe  infatuated,  weak,  and  pernicious  counfels,  which  had 
been  in  89,  the  inftrumentfe  of  political  corruption,  and 
now  became  the  horn  of  religious  difcord.  v 

I  will  give  the  learned  author  every  advantage,  and  fup- 
pofe  contrary  to  my  fixed  and  unalterable  opinion,  the  po- 
licy of  excluding  the  Catholics  from  tjie  Conftitution;  yet 
fhould  I  neverthelefs  condemn  the  hoftile,  and  outrageous 
manner  in  which  that  exclufion,  was  defended,  "  If,  fays 
he,  the  Catholics  do  not  fubvert  the  proteftant  govern- 
ment, they  mud  refill  the  ruling  paflions,  and  propenfities 
of  the  human  mind ;  they  can  never  be  cordially  affe&ed 
to  his  Majefty's  Government.  I  am  confident,  the  old 
roman  fuperftition,  is  as  rank  in  Ireland  now,  as  in  41 — 
the  profound  ignorance  of  the  lower  order,  the  general  abhor- 
rence of  the  proteftant  religion,  by  the  people,  qualify  them  to 
receive  any  imprcflion  their  priefts  can  make,  and  if  their 
minds  be  diverted  ,of  veneration  for  the  prieft,  fuch  is  the 
ignorance,  and  barbarity  of  they  people,  that  the  would  fall 
into  a  ftate  of  rude  nature — the  popifli  fuperftitition  is  not 
confined  to  the  lower  order,  it  fiourifhes  in  full  vigour, 
amongft  the  higher  order  " 

This  was  the  language,  improper  becaufe  not  founded 
ip  fad,  and  impolitic)  and  indecent  in  a  minifter,  though  . 

the 
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the  fa£fa  could  fnpport  it.    The  fceft  way  to  diftinguifh  die 
indecorum  of  fuch  fpeech,  /is  ft)  advert  to  a  fpeech  made 
«m  the  fame  fide  of  the  queftion  by  a  gentleman  whe 
faid  every  thing  that  could  be  urged  againft  their  pretentions, 
without  uttering  a  fin'gle  fyilabte  which  could  give  oflence 
to  their  perfons,  fo  that  the  Catholics  might  much  more 
cafily  forgive  the  latter  his  vote,  than  the  former  his  fpeech, 
and  on  a  comparifon  of  the  two  productions,  you  will  fee 
the  eminent  fuperiority  of  fenfe  with  temper  over  talents 
without  it.     There  are  two  fides  in  this  queftion  which  men 
of  principle  might  take,  for  the  meafure  or  againft  it,  but 
the  miniftry  that  took  both  parts  could  be  juftified  by  neither) 
the  fad  was,  that  the  miniftry  encouraged  the  Protectants, 
and  forfook  them  afterward;    they  brought  forward  the 
grand  juries,  and  left  thcmalfo — then  to  the  Catholics— then 
to  the  Proteftants — then  back  again  to  the  Catholic,  and  then 
to  the  Proteftants  once  more.   TJiis  was  a  great  miftake,but 
there  was  a  greater,  .and  that  was  to  be  found  in   thofe 
fpeeches  and  publications  from  a  quarter  in  high  confidence, 
'which  vilified  the  a£ts  of  conceiEon  in  the  moment  of  con- 
ferring them,  and  affe&ing  to  fuppoxt  the  King's  Govern- 
ment, called  the  bill  he  had  recommended  an  ail  of  infanit^i 
the  incoherent  plan  was  erroneous,  but  this  was  infatuation, 
it   was   the  petulance  of  power,  it  was  the  infoknee  of 
wealth,  it  was  the  intoxication  of  fudden  and  giddy  eleva- 
tion, breathing  out  on  a  great  and  ancient  defcription  of  his 
Majefty's  fubje&s,  the  phrenzyof  his  politics. and  the  fury 
of  his  faith,  with  all  the  impoverished  anger  of  a  feverifti 
and  diftenjpered  intellect.     It  went  to  deprive  the  Protcftant 
afcendancy  of  the  advantage  of  temper,  and  of  the  graciouf- 
nefs  of  good  manners  which  mould  always  belong  to  the 
powerful  fe£t  \  it   went   to  deprive   the  ftate  of  a  certain 
comelinefs  of  deportment  and  mild  dignity  which  fheuld 
always  belong  to  Government ;  it  fought  in  the  king's  co- 
lours 


lours  agamft  the  king's  benevolence,  it  went  to  deprive  his 
Majefty  of,  the  bleflings  of  gratitude  and  his  people  of  the 
bleflings  of  concord ;  it  went  to  corrode  where  the  crdwn 
had  intended  to  heal,  arid  it  Curdled  with  the  temper  of  the 
minifter*  the  manna  that  was  descending  from  the  throne. 

.  The  argument  that  accompanied  this  inve&ive  was  of 
little  moment  j  a  man  in  a  fury  can't  argue •,  the  weaknefs  of 
his  reasoning  wilt  be  exactly  in  proportion  to  the  ftrength 
pf  his  pafl&an. 

Behold  a  melancholy  example  of  the  vi&ory  of  human 
paflion  over  the  human  underftanding.  The  prefent  dan- 
ger of  the  papal  power  after  the  depofition  of  the  Pope,  the 
incompatibility  of  the  real  prefence,  and  the  worihip  of  the 
Virgin  Mary,  with  the  intereft  of  the  Houfe  of  Hanover 
and  the  incompetency  of  Parliament  to  alter  the  oaths  of 
its  own  members,  fucti  are  the  authors  the  arguments. 
However,  if  the  pamphlet  of  98  denies  the  competence  of 
Parliament,  here  comes  the  pamphlet  of  1 800  to  confole 
you,  and  as  the  one  fets  the  law  above  the  law-maker,  fo  the 
other  fets  the  law-maker  above  the  Constitution,  and  both 
together  would  prove  that  the  legiflature  is  incompetent  to 
admhf^a  Catholic,  but  is  perfeflly  competent  to  deftroy  a 
Parliament. 

Wfe  teavfe  thefe  arguments  and  the  vehement  fpirit  with 
whichthey  are  poured  forth,  and  come  to  the  clofe  of  the 
paipphtet  and  the  beginning  of  the  fubje£t,/'theUnion.  Of  joi 
pages,  26  only  are  devoted  to  the  queftion,  the  reft  contain 
feelings,  battles,  and  Cores  from  a  perpetual  encounter  with 
all  defcriptions  of  men  and  with  patriotifm  in  all  ages.  As 
the  author  fcarcely  argues  the  queftion  of  Union  or  indeed 
affefts  it,  here  I  (hall  fay  but  little ;,  howevertwo  great  points 
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he  would  eftablifh  I  beg  to  advert  to.    They  contain  pofiti- 
ons  which  are  not  only  glaringly,  unfounded  but  exceedingly 
dangerous :  the  ift,  that  this  country  is  unable  to  pay  her 
eftablifhments,  ad,  that  her  Conftitution-is  incompetent  to 
provide  for  her  fecurity.     He  attempts  to  warrant  his  firft 
by  a  ftafement  afFe&ing  to  prove  that  in  three  years  if  flic 
was  to  continue  without  an  Union,  we  fhall  owe  50,600,000!. 
He  dates  that  we  borrow  annually  8,000,000,  he  {hould  have 
ftatecl  that  we  borrow  but  .4,000,000  ;  whatever  capital  we 
may  create  on  each  loan,  he  {hould  have  ftated  how  much 
lefs  we  (hould  borrow  on  the  adoptipn.  of  an  Union,    He 
fliould  have   dated  that  the  proje&ors  of  the  Union  only 
proffered  the  payment  of  i,ooq,ooq  of  our  war  eftabliftiment, 
that  the  prefent  year  Was  provided  for,  that  the.  faving  in 
the  two  following  years   of  war  will  be,  according  to.  this 
proffer,  but  2,000,000,  and  the  purchafe  of  boroughs  will  be 
1,500,006.     He  {hould  have    ftated  further  that  ou,r  war 
contribution  was  rated  at  4,40.0,000,  and  that  our  prefent 
war    expence   was  only  4,652,000,     fo   that  the    proffer 
appears  fallacious,  and  if  we  be  unable  to  fupport  our  pre- 
sent war  expence,  we   will  be  unable   to  fupport  our  war 
contribution,  and  the  reader  will  obfervc  the  prefent  war  ex- 
pence  is  an  occafional  war  eftablifhment,  principally  caufed 
by  infurreflion,  whereas   the  war  contribution  will  In  all 
probability  be  a  permanent  war  contribution,  except  as  far 
as   it  may  be  augmented #.     But  there  isan anfwer  to  his 
argument  which  is  more  decifive*  it  is  hjs  own  argument 
in  1798  which  is  as  follows:  "  Firft,  as  to  the  adequacy  of 
the  Conftitution  for  the  purpofe  of  fecurity  aud .connexion, 
then  for  that  of  wealth  and  prosperity. 

A  Parliament 

* 

*  See  Lord  Faraham's  moft  excellent  pamphlet,  and  UkewUe  his  moft  ju- 
dicious fpeech  on  the  fubjeft  of  Union* 
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***A Parliament,  perfectly  diftinS  from,' and  jmfepi&noVnt 
of  the  other    Parliament,  forms  a  fyftem  the  moft  oriti- 
-cal  and  complicated  ;   to  a  common  obfervdr,   utterly  im- 
practicable ;  but  experience  has  proved,  that  in  the  raidft 
of  popular  turbulence,  and  in  the  convulfibn   of  ranco- 
rous and  violent  party  con t efts,  the  Irifh  Parliament,  as  it 
is  now  conftituted,  is  fully  competent  to  all  political  and 
beneficial  purpofes  of  Government ;  that  it  is  fully  com* 
jpetent  to  protefif  this,  which  is  the  weaker  Country,  againft 
encroachment,  and  to  fave  the  Empire  from  diflolution, 
by   maintaining  the  Conftitutional  connexion  of  Ireland 
with  the  Britifli  Crown."— Here  is  the  refutatton  of  his  fe- 
cond  gresj -argument  published  by  himfelf.  Hear  him  con- 
.  quer  himfdf  in  his  pamphlet  of  98— here  (page  5)  he  writes 
as  follows  "  there  is  not  a  Nation  in  the  habitable  globe, 
^  which  has  advanced  in  cultivation  and  commerce,  in 
"  agriculture  and  manufactures,   with  the  fame  rapidity  in 
"  the  fame  period,"— fpeaking  of  Ireland  fince  the  Corfti- 
tution  of  82  viz.  for  the  laft  20  years.    . 

» 
Here  we  add  nothing,  but  tha|t  tbe  author  has  been,  by 

his  own  account,  recommending  an  Union  for  *fcefe  eight 
years;  he  has  been,  according  to  hi>  own  account,  betray- 
ing the  Conftitution  in  the  very  moments  of  his-  panegyric.  - 

On  this  important  difqovery  let  others,  expatiate;  to  us 
it  is  more  material  to  obferve  on  his  work,  where  it  fets 
up  our  Hiftory  agamft  our  Conftitution,  and  the  annals  of 
the  Parliament  againft  its  legiflative  capnerty.  To  eftablifh 
this,  he  has  thought  it  prudent  to  advert  to  four  periods,  in 
which  the  greateft  legiflative  queftions  werefuccefsfully 
.difcufled,  and  the  greateft  legiflative  abilities  were  tri- 
umphantly difplayed. 

This  pamphlet  Quotes  the  pe,riod  of  1753;,  and  relare*, 
that  a  cjueftion  regarding  a  furplus  in  the  trcafury  was 
%  £  then 
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thfen  rtarted,  to  try  tfie  ftrCngth  of  two  fa&ions ;  whifch* 
in  itsconfequence,  tranfmitted  afpirit,  that  afterwards  de«* 
graded  the  Parliament ;  what,  when,  or  where,  this  Parlia* 
fnentary  degradation  appeared,  we  aref  at  a  lcffs  to  difcover; 
this  is  not  hiftory,  nor  comment*  nor  fa£t*  but  it  is  a 
garbling  of  hiftory  to  eftablUh  a  conclufion  the  oppofite  of 
that  which  the  hiftory  itfelf  would  adminifter;  the  principle 
then  determined,  the  importance  of  that  principle,  the 
abilities  difpiayed  On  the  difcuffion  of  it,-  the  real  effeft  pf 
both  on  the  public  mind,  have  efcaped  the  pen  of  the! 
tiiftoriad ;  from  that  pen  you  would  colled,  that  Mn 
Malone  and  Mr.  Pery  were  nothing  more  than  two  prizes 
fighters*  embattled  in  the  caufe  of  fa£lion,^|hdtff  two 
great  (late  criminals-,  the  Primate  and  Lord  Shannon  ;  that 
they  agitated  a  matter  of  no  moment,  but  that  they '  pro* 
pagated  fedition  of  great  moment,  and  fatal  eonfequenees 
to  the  next  generation. 

$ 

Having  thus  difpdfed  of  the  .Parliament,  and  the  cha«^ 
ra&ers  of   $3-,  without  the  vexation  .of  any    ftudy,    or 
fordid  obligation  to  fad,  the  pamphlet  proceeds  to  difpofe 
of  the  character  of    the  Houfe  of  Commons  and   the 
principal  Gentlemen  of  the  jcountfy  for  1 5  years  ltrnger. 
It   had  before  reprefented   them   as  incendiaries,  it  here 
reprefents  them  as  plunderers ;  it  fets  forth,  that  under  the 
pretext  of  public  improvement,   the. Commons,  plundered 
the  country ;  and  that  their  Parliament,   to  pay  their  Par- 
liamentary following,  plundered  the  treafuryj  until  they 
irnpofed  on  the  crown*  the  neceflity  of  reforting  for  fup-* 
ply  to  Parliament ;   which  the   author  rftoft  pathetically 
bemoans,  and  which  he  feems  to  think  the  only  great  grie- 
vance of  the  country* 

/ 

»  * 

•  Having  given   this  Hiftory  of  Parliament,  from  (53)  to 
{68)  it  advances  to  the.  adminifhation  of  Lord  Town- 

*  Ihend  > 
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fhend,   in  wtych  it  feems  to  recoiled  nothing  but  the  noife 
cf  oppofition.  •        ' 

•  r 

i 

The  pamphlet  of  98,  in  the  name  of  the  author,  had  ob? 
ferved,  that  from  the  revolution  of  82,  the  fyftem  adopted  by 
thofe  in  whom  the  power  r efided  (they  were  thofe,  among 
others,  whom  he  had  juft  been  pleafed  to  reprobate!  as  incen- 
diaries and  plunderers)  was  to  cement  the  connexion  which 
had  lb  long  fubfifted  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  to 
their  mutual  advantage ;  the  pamphlet  of  1 800  i?  pleafed  tp 
obferve,  th^t  the  precedent  of  their  government,  was  fatal  1 
and  that  a  fyftem  was  formed  on  it,  that  would  beat  down 
$qy  nation  on  earth  j  accordingly,  ^t  ftatest  that  the  Eng- 
Ii(h  Government  opened  their  eyes,  (hook  indeed  the 
androcracy,  but  generated  a  race  of  political  adventurers, 
full  of  noife  and  indecorum.  I  think  I  have  hegrd  fpruce 
authority  as  petulant  and  indecorous  as  young  ambi- 
tion. The  attempts  of  the  court  to  pack  a  Parliament  at 
that  peripd,  the  encreafe  of  the  eftablilhment,  for  that 
purpofe,  the  great  abilities  difplayed,  the  altered  mo- 
pey-bill,  protefts,  prorogation,  in  fliort,  the  tiiftor^  of  thtf 
jperiod,  once  more  efpapes  this  biftorian.The  learned  authof 
pow  approaches  thp  year  79-r-the  expedition  of  hi$ 
inarch  is  Very  great,  and  very  liberally  does  he  leave  un* 
touched  every  thing  behincl  him}  he  is  arrived  ;  and  here 
he  fcareely  is  ftfickeh  with  any  thing  worthy  his  Tiiilory^ 
faye  only  the  weaknefs  of  Lord  Buckinghamfhive,  in  ar> 
raying  the  Y°lunteers,  and  the  il|iberaljty  of  the  nation* 
in  demanding  a  free  trade  j  the  pamphlet  commends  the 
Volunteers  of  that  period  ;  and  yet  I  think  L remember  a 
young  Barrifter  going  forth  in  his  cock-boat,  and  foolding 
the  waves  of  that  ocean,  and  the  waves  regarded  Jiim  not 
Certainly  theVolunteers  did  take  a  mod  decifive  part  in  tH* 
political  and  commercial  <fUeftion  of  that  day.  Well;  he  has 
fjRnc  with  the  year  79  ;    whatever  he.  had  to  fay  on 
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the  great  queftidrts  then  difcuffed,  and  on  that  m6ft  preg? 
fiant  period)  in  a  few  lines  he  has  faid  it ;  hiftory  is  nothing 
in  his  hands  ;  in  his  account  6f  the  Parliament  of  Ireland 
for  30  years,  the  learned  author  has  five  ideas,  and  thofe 
are  all ;  faction  in  53  ;  plunder  till  68  ;  then  the  noife  of 
o^pofition  j  then  the  weaknefs  of  government ;  then  the 
ungenerous  proceedings  of  Parliament  j  and  as  he  before^ 
condemned  your  efforts  to  recover  your  trade,  with 
oblique  cenfure,  fo  now  he  condemns  your  efforts>to  reco-r 
ver  your  conftitutk>n,  with  direcVanimadverfion  ;  he  calls 
the  fettlement  of  82,  the  feperation  of  a  colony  fronj 
Great  Britain ;  bold  adulation  of  England,  this;  the  al- 
ledged  author  of  the  pamphlet,  was  in  Parliament  the 
1 6th  of  April,'  82  ;  he  made  no  objection,  to  this  fepara-? 
tion;  he  was  in  Parliament,  the  27th  of  May,  82  ;  h^ 
made  no  obje&iQn  to  the  feparation  ;   he  wrote  me  a  let* 

"  ter  of  congratulation  at  th^t  time,  on  the  fuccefs.  of  that 
fettlement ;  he  did  not  there  mention  this  feparation* 
Reading  this  publication  now,  and  in  the  fociety  of  the 
two  other  pamphlets  of  the  fame  name,  every  IrUhman. 
feels  himfelf  lefs  a  gentleman,  and  more  a  (lave.  Th$ 
pamphlet.in  its  oblique  cenfure,*  and  in  its  tfireft  ani- 
jnadverfion,  difparages  every   great   aft,   and   every  dif? 

,    f  inguiftied  ch^ra&er  in  this  country,  ,fof  (he  l$ft  50  yearsT 

<  Mr.  Malont,  Lord  Pery,  late  Lord  Shannon,  Duk$ 
of  Leinfter,  the  Mr.  Ponfonbys,  Mr.  Brownlow;  Sir  Wilr 
Jiam  Ofborne,  Mr,  Burgh,  Mr.  D*ly,  Mr*  Yelverton, 
Mr-  Ogle,  Mr.  Flood,  Mr,  Forbes,  Lord  Charlemonj, 
anJ  myfelfr;  I  follow  the  author  through  the  graves  of 
thefe  honourable  dead  men,  for  mod  of  them  are  fo ;  and 
1  beg  to  raife  up  their  tpfttbftpnes,  as  he  throws  them 
down;  I  feel  it  more  it*ftro£tfve  to  ponv$rfe  with  their 
gflies,  than  with  his  compofiuon?. 


V     » 


Mr,  Mat'one* 


*     / 
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Mr.  Malone,  one  of  the  chara&ers  of  53,  was  a  mail 
of  the  fined  intelleft  that  any  country  ever  produced---* 
**  The  three  ableft  men  I  have  ever  heard,  were  Mr.  Pitt, 
(the  Father)  Mr.Murray  and  Mr:  Malone;  for  a  popular 
aflembly  I  would  chufe  Mr.  Pitt;  for  a  Privy  Council, 
Murray;  for  twelve  wife  men,  Malone."  This  was 
the  opinion  which  l*ord  Sackville,  the  fecretary  of  53,  gave,, 
of  Mr.  Malone  to  a  Gentleman  from  whom  I'  heard  it. 
*'  He  is  a  great  fea  in  a  calm"  faiJ  Mr,  Gerrard"  Hamil- 
ton, another  great  judge  of  men  and  talents;  "  ayet" 
it  was  replied,  "  but  had  you  feen  him  when  he  wa* 
young,  you  wotold  have  fiaid'  he  was  a-  great  fba  'in  a  ftormi* 
and  like  the  fea  whether  in  calm  or  {form,  he  was  a  great 
production  of  Nature,  ,    ^  •' 

-  .j 

"  Lord  Pery,  he  is  not  yet  canonized  by  death ;  but  hel 
like  the  reft,  has  been  canonized  by  (lander.  He  was 
more  or  lefs  a  partyMn  all  thofe  meafures,  which  the  pam- 
phlet condemns;  and  indeed  in  every  great' ftatute  and 
meafure  that  took  place  in  Ireland  the  laft  50  years ;  a  matt 
of  the  mod  legiflative  capacity  I  cveF  knew,  and  the  moft^ 
comprehend  ve  reach  of  understanding  I  ever  Taw;  with 
a  deep  engraven  impreflion  of  public  care,  accompanied 
by  a  temper  which  was  tranquillity  itfelf,  and  a  perfdnal 
firmnefs  that  was  adamant ;  in  his  train,  is  every  private 
ifirtue  that  pan  adorn  human  Nature,  t  •  ■♦ 

*  Mr.  Brownlow,  Sir  Wm.  Gfborne,  I  wiffi  we  had 
more  of  thefe  criminals ;— the  former  feconded  the'  addreft 
of  82— and  in  the  latter  and  >  in  both,  there  was  a  ftatiott 
of  mind,  that  wquld  have  become  the  prondeft  feriate  in, 

Europe.     '  .  ''   "% 

•  ■  .  ■    » 

1  « 

Mr.  Flood,  my  rival,  as  the  pamphlet  calls  him-i-ani 
I  fljouldbe  uiiworthy  the  phaja£ter  of  his  rival,  if  in  hi* 

$rav$ 
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grave  I  did  not  do  him  jufltice«f— he  had  his  faults ;  but 
he  had  great  powers;  great  public  effefl;  he  perfuaded 
the  old*  he  infpired  the  young;  the  Caftle  vanifbed  before 
him  i  on  a  (mall  fubjeQ:  he  was  tniferable ;  pot  into 
bis  hand,  a  diftaffy  and,  like  Hercules,  he  made  fad  work  of 
it ;  but  give  him  the  thuoder~bolt,  and  he  had  the  arm  of 
9  Jupiter  ;  he  misjudged  when  he  transferred  jiimfelf  to  the 
Engliflt  Parliament ;  he  forgot  that  he  was  a  tree  of  the 
Joreft,  too  old,  and  too  great  to  be  tranfplanted  at  50 ; 
and  his  feat  m  the  British  Parliament,  is  a  caution  to  the 
fronds  of  Union  to  (lay  at  home,  and  make  the  country  of 
their  birth  the  feat  of  their  a&ion. 

Mr,  Burgh,  another  great  perfon  in  thofe  fcenes,  which 
k  is  not  in  the  little  quill  pf  this  author  to  depreciate.— He 
was  a  'man  fmgulsrly  gifted-— with  great  talent;  great  vark 
ty  ;  wtt,  oratory,  and  logic;  he  too  had  his  weaknefs-;-*  . 
but  he  bad  the  pride  of  genius  alfo ;  and  drove  to  raife  his 
icountry  along  with  himfelf ;  and  never  fought  to  Jwiild  hi§ 
elevation  *on  the  degradation  of  Ireland* 

1  ' 

.  I  moved  an  amendment  for  a  free  export;  he  meved 
*  better  amendment,  and  he  loft  his  place,;  t  moved  a 
declaration  of  right;  "  with  my  laft  breath  will  I  fupr 
**  pott  the  right  of  the  IrifiV  Parliament,"  was  his  note  to 
me,  when  I  applied  to  him  for  his  fupport ;  he  loft 
thechanceof  recovering  his  pftce,  and  his  way  tothefeals, 
for  which  he  niight  have  bartered*  The  gates  of  promo**, 
Iron  were  fliut  on  him,  as  thofe  of  glory  opened, 

Mr,  Dafy,  my  beloved,  friend-^he,  in  a  great  mea* 
fere,  drew  the  addrefs  of  79,  in  favour  %f  our  trade; 
that  u  ungracious  meafure  ;**  and  hefaw,  read;  and  ap- 
proved of  the  addrefs  of  82,  in  favour  of  Conftitution  ; 
$at*ddr$fs  of  Hfeparation  $"  he  vifited  me  in  my  illnefs,  at 

that 
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that  rriomentj  and  I  had  communication  oil  tnofe  fubje<?h* 
with  that  man*  whofe  powers  of  oratory  were  next  ta 
perfe&ion ;  and  whofe  poweft  of  understanding,  I  might 

fay,  from  what  had  Utefy  happened,  bordered  on  the  fpi* 

< 

rit  of  prophecy.  v  . 

Mr.  Forbes,  a  name  I  (hall  evet  regard,  and  a  death 
{  (hall  ever  deplore-— enlightened*  fenfible,  laborious  and 
ufeful— proud  in  poverty*  and  patriotic,  he  preferred  e** 
ile  to  apoflacy,  and  met  his  death,  t  fpeak  of  the  dead, 
I  fay  nothing  of  the  living,  but  that!  attribute  to  this  con- 
ftellation  of  men,  in  a  great  meafure,  the  privileges  of 
your  country;  and  I  attribute  fuch  a  generation  of  men, 
t«  the  refidence  of  your  Parliament. 

The  Minifters  of  the  Crown,  who,  in  the  times  rela- 
ted by  the  pamphlet,  did  the  King's  bufmefs,  were  refpe&- 
able  and  able  men  ;  they  fupportedfometimes  ads  of  pow- 
er, but  they  never,  by  any  (hocking  declaration,  outraged 
the  Constitution ;  they  adjufted  themfelves  to,  the  idea  of 
liberty,*  even  when  they  might  have  offended  again  (I  the 
principle,  and  always  kept  on  terms  of  decency  with  the 
People  and  their  privileges;  lead  of  all,  did  they  indulge 
in  a  termagant  vulgarity,  debating,  to  a  plebeian  level, 
courts  and  fences,  and  mortgaging  Irifli  infamy  on  a  fpe- 
culation  of  BritiJh  promotion. 

.  In  the  lift  of  injured  chara&ers  I  beg  leave  to  fay  a  few 
words  f^r  the  good  and  gracious  Earl  of  Charlemont;  an 
attack  not  only  on  his  meafures,  but  on  his  reprefentative, 
x  makes  his  vindication  feafonable;  formed  to  unite  ariftocra- 
cy  and  the  People,  with  the  manners  of.  a  court  and  the 
principles  of  a  patriot,with  the  flame  ofliberty,  and  the  love 
of  order,  unafTailable  to  the  approaches  of  power,  of  profit, 
or  of  titles,  he  annexed  te  the  love  of  freedom,  a  vene- 
ration 
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ration  for  order;  and caft  on  the  crowd that  followed  hiitf^ 
the  gracious  (hade  of  his  owrj  accomplishments  ;  fo  tha-P  the 
-very  rabble  grew  civilized,  as  it  approached  his  perfon ; 
for  years  did  he  prefuje  over  a  great  army,  without  pay.  or 
reward;  and  he  helped  to  accoiwplifli  a  gceat  revolution,; 

without  a  drop  of  blood. 

«.  .     .  •    •        -k  • 

i  ....... 

Let  {laves  utter  their  Ha  rider,  and  bark  at  glory  which 

is  conferred  by   the»People;  his   name  will  ftand ; — and. 

'when  their  clay  (hall  be  gathered  to  the  dirt  to  which  they 

belongK  his  monument,  whether   in   marble,   or   in  the 

hearts  of  his  Countrymen,  (halt  be  confulted  asafubje&. 

of  fbrrow,  and  a  fource  of  virtue. 

Should  the  author  of  the  pamphlet  pray*  he  could  not 
aft  for  hisfon,  a  greater  blefling,  than  to. referable,  tbe 
good  Earl  of  Charlemont ;  nor  could  that  fon  repay  that 
blefling  by  any  aft  of  gratitude  more  filial,  than  by  com- 
mitting to  the  flames  his  Father's  publications* 

I  have  attempted  to  vindicate  the  dead,  let  us  now  vindi- 
cate    the  Parliament.        The  queftion   of  53,   was   the 
teginntng,  in  this  country,  of  that  Conftitutional   fpirit 
which  aflferted  afterwards  the  privilege  of  the  Commons, 
and  guarded  and  hufbanded  the  eflential  right  of  a  free, Con-' 
ffitution  ;   the  queftion  was  of  its   very   eijRice  ;  but   the 
effe£l  fpread  beyond  the  queftion,  and  the  ability  of  the' 
debate.  inftru9;ed  the  Nation,  and  made  her  not  only  tena- 
c'rous  of  her,  rights,  but  proud  of  her  underftanding.  There 
might  have  been   party— there  might  have  been  fa£tfon, ' 
mixing  with  a  great  public  principle;  fait  was  in  the  time 
of  Ship  Money; — fo  it  was  in  the  revolution ;— in  theft  - 
iriftances   the  private*  motive  mixed  with  the  public  caufe;  ' 
hut  ft  ill  it  was  the  caufe  of  the  public  and  the  c£ufe  of  li-: 
berty ;  in  great:    moral  operations  as   well  as  in  the  great  ' 
Operations  of  Nature,  there   is  always  a  degree  fyf  wafte ' 

and 
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find  overflow ; -To  it  is  with  the  Tea  ;  ft  all-  wp  therefore  pro- 
fiounce  the  Oceania  nuifonce  ?  thus,  afterward,  in  the  time 
which  the  pamphlet  defcribesas  the  period  of  plunder,  there- 
was  a  fpirit  of  privateiobbing,  mixing  .with  the  fpirit  of 
public  improvement;  but  that  fpirit  of*  public  improve- 
ment and  the  Commencement  and  birth  of  public  eafe,  was 
there  alfo,  and  fo  continued,  from  the  time  of  the  pro- 
foundly fagacious  Lord.  Pery,  to  the  time  pf  Mr.  Fofter 
and  his  wife  regulations* 

'  In  the  hiAory  of  Parliament,  I  observe  the  learned  hifto* 
fian  omits  her  lawt— the  corn  law=— the  octennial  bill* — the 
tenantry  bill— he  has  not  only, forgotten  our  hiftory  but  Ut  ' 
own*  and  mod  impartially  contradicts  what  is  written  by 
himfelfas  well  a$  others.  "  No  "Nation  in  the  habitable 
**  globe,  in  cultivation  in  commerce*  in  agriculture,  in. 
"  manufacture^  has  advanced  in  the  fame  rapidity  within 
"..the  fttne  period/'  fays  the  pamphlet  of  98,  in  the  name 
cf  our  author  (page  5) ;  "a  fettlement  fo  com  pleat  and 
€*  fatisfaQoryj  as  to  render  the.  revival  of  political  or  Con- 
41  ftitutiooal  questions  utterly  impoffible/,«-1— fo  faid  the  faijic 
pamphlet,  (page  9)*  fpeaking  of  the  fettlement  of  82 ) 
a  Parliament,  (fpeaking  of  the  Irifh  Parliament)  fully 
competent  tp^all  practical  and  beneficial  purposes  of  Go* 
'*  vernnient,  Ully  competerit  to  preferve  this  Country, 
'*  which  is  the  weaker,  againft  encroach  nie  tit,  and  to  fave 
€t  the  Empire  from  diflbtutiott,  by  maintaining  the  Con* 
tl  ftitutional  connexion  with  Great. Britain, —fo  faid  the 
fame  pamphlet,  fpeaking  of  the  ConfKtution  of  8a  ;  thus 
have  thefe  different  works  furnifhed  their  own  anfwers,  and 
like  oppofite  poifon  adminiftered  their  cure  and  their  contra- 
diction :— »In  preparing  that  Conftituion,  and  that  trade,  the  ' 
Irifh  Parliament  had  great  nlerit,  and  the  fervants  of  the 
Crown  had  great  merit  ;-*-as  the  author  has  cenfured  the 
proceedings  of  both,  let  fne  be  their  vindicator; 
thofe  fervants  of  the  Crown  pr6ved  thei^felvcs  to  be  Iritf - 

F  men. 
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ftert,  and  fcbf rtecf  to  barter  their  honour  for  their  office  $ 
that  Parliament,  whofe  conduft  the  pamphlet  reprobates^ 
Jiad  feen  the  Country,  fry  re(fri3tonrc  on  commerce,  and 
by  an  illegal  embargo  on  her  provifiort  trade,  brought  irf 
79,  to  a  ftate  of  bankruptcy ;  that  Parliament  htfd  repofed 
ht  the  liberality  of*  the  firitiih  Parliament  an  inexorable? 
Confidence  ;  that  Parliament  waited  arid  waited,  till  (he 
found,  after  the  Engfifti  Seifion  of  jt9  nothing  could  be? 
expe&ed  i  arid  then,  that  Parliament  (and  here  behoH  the 
fecuperative  principles  of  our  Conftitution,  afid  contem- 
plate Parfiafment,  as  the  trjie  foiifce  of  legitimate  hope,  tho* 
fometimes  the  }uft  objefi  of  public  dffapprobatiofe),  that 
Parllarhent  at  length  preferred  a  demand;  f  fay  a  demand  £ 
fof  a  free  trade,  eipreffed  in  a  fentence,  the  grievances  of  a 
Country  ;  they  (hoirten  (fie  Money  Bill,  affert  thefpirit  6f  the 
Country,  dnd  fupported  as  they  were  by  the  whole  Nation/ 
Break  irr  one  hour,  that  chatty,  which  had  blocked  up  youf 
harbours  for  ages ;  they  .foMdw  this  by  a  fiipport  6fGovern- 
rtient  and  of  Empire,  as  ample  as  was  their  fupport  of  therr 
Country  and  her  commerce,  bold  and  irrefiftible,  arid  dor 
Ibore  to'  deter  arid  intimidate  the  common  enemy,  than  alf 
your  prefent  loans,  and  all  your  eftablifhments.    . 

I  com*  to  the  fecond  period  ;  aAd  here  they  fall  back  £ 
here  they,  aQfc  refu&antly  ;  but  here  you  fee^gain  the  ral- 
lying principle  %f  our  Conftitution  ;  that  very  Parlia- 
ment, whom  the  pamphlet  villifies,  whom  the  Minified 
fliought  he  fiad  at  his  feet,  tljofe  very  Gfentlemen,  whom* 
the  pamphlet  difparage^,  whoift  the  then  Secretary  relied 
On,  as  a  rank  majority,  made  a  common  caufe  with  the 
People;  made  a  common  caufe  with  their  liberties;  and 
aflifled  and  backed  by  the  voice  of  that  people,  preferved^ 
cafried,  and  ettabliffred,  the  claim,  inheritance,  and  li- 
berties of  the  realm,  and  ifent  the  Secretary  poft  to 
England,  to  recant  his  political  errors  in  his  own 
country,  and  to  regifter  that  recantation  in  the  rplls  pf  his 

own 
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pwn  Parliament.  Thefe  achievements  we  are  £9 
filimate,  not  by  the  difficulties  of  the  day,  but  by  the 
difficulties  refulting  from  the  depreffion  and  degradation 
of  ages.  If  we  confider  that  the  People  and  Parliament, 
who  had  thus  affociated  for  the  defence  of  the  realm^ 
~  and  had  added  to  the  objeQs  of  their  affociation,  the 
ibaufe  of  trade  and. liberty^  without  which  that  realm  did 
not  deferve  to  be  defended  ;  had  been  in  a.  great  meafurrri 
excludefl  fronj  all  the  reft  of  the  world,  had  been,  deprefs> 
ed  for  100  years,  by  commercial  and  political  opprefllon^ 
and  torn  by  religious  divifions  jthaj  their  Miniftershad  nof 
feldom  applied  thecpfelves  10  taint  the  integrity  of  th$ 
higher  order,  and  very  feldom  (except  as  far  as  they  con- 
curred in  ;he  }>ounties  of  the  legillature)  applied  themfelves 
to  relieve  the  condition  of  the  lower  order;  that  fuch  a  people 
and  fuch  a  parliament  ftioufd,  fpontaneoufly  aflbciate,  unite? 
arm,  array,  defend,  iHuftrate,  j&nd  free  their  country  ;  over- 
awe bigotry,  fupprefs  riot>  prevent  invafion,  and  prpduoe^ 
as  the  offspring  of  therr  own  head  armed  cap-a-pee, 
like  the  Godd'efs  of  Wifdom  iffuing  from  the  Thunder- 
er, Cmmerce  and  Cenftitutiou  \  what  (haH  ye,  fay  rf 
fuch  a  People,  and  fuch  a  Parliament  ?  let  the  author  ef 
the  pamphlet  retire  to  his  clofet,  and  aft  pardon  of  his/ 
pod,  for  wl^at  he  has  written  againft  his  foqntry  J 

I  ftate  thefe  things,  becaiife  thefe  things  have  been  calf- 

•   ed  clamour  ;  I  ftare  thefe  fa£b,  in  oppofition  toflander,   as 

the  defence  of  my  country;  to  reftore  from'calumny,  fhe 

chara&er  of  h$r  Conftitution ;  and  to   refcue  ffonj  ofylfr 

yion,  the  decaying  evidences  pf  her  glory, 

I  think  I  know  my  country-nrl  think  I  have  a  right  tp 

'   know  her ;  (he  has  her  weakneffes ;   were  (he  perfeft  one 

would  admire  her  more,   but  love  her  lefs.     The  Gentle- 

inep  of  Ireland  ^£t  on  fudden  imnulfe  1  but  that  ippulfe 
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is  tho  .  refuit  of  a  warm  heart,  a  ftrong  head,  and<gfeat 
perforjal  determination ;  the  £rfors,  incidental  to  fuch  3 
principle  of  a&ion,  mud  be  their  errors  ;  but  then,  the; 
virtues  belonging  to  that  principle,  mud  be  (heir  virtue^ 
alfo  ;  fuch  errors  may  give  a  pretence  to  their  enemies, 
jnit  fuch  virtues  afford  falvatioq  to  their  country  ;  the  Mi- 
nifter  fhould  therefore  fajr,  what  I  fay  to  my  country— I, 
who  am  no  bettpr  thai)  one  of  yourfelves,  butfarfupe- 
riorto  your  tyrant,  whp  probably  partake  of  your  defers, 
and  (hall  be  fatisfied  if  I  have  any  pprt  ion  either  of  yourfpi- 
rit,  or  of  your  fire— c?  Come— come  to  this  hearty  with 
ff  all  your  iqfirjnUies,   find  all  your  religion" 

We  return  to  the  publication  ;  we  Jook  for  fomething  to 
build  or  plant  in  the  immenfe  wafte,  the  huge  moral  devaf- 
tation  this  writing  has  left,  of  the  talents,  ability,  and  credit 
of  the  country.  Three  pamphlets  of  this  author  lie  open 
before  me,  a  publication  of  93,  anolhpr  $f  98,  and  thq 
prefent  of  1  $00,  all  in  the  fame  name.  Here  we  are  to*  look, 
I  fuppcfe,  for  whatever  is  by  him  ftffered  to  regain  unle- 
velled,  Qf  profound  wifdom,  liberal  policy,  corrjprehen- 
Uvefyftem;  the  true  principle  of  Government  and  of  p. 
free  Cqnftjtution ;  Ip^f  after  Ipaf,  a.nd  peripd  after  periocj, 
have  1  turned  them  over ;  the  author  wi^  {hew  in  what 
part  thefe  great  maxiips  axp,  to  be  difcovered  j  to  mere 
mortal  eyes,  thefe  publications  feem  Jo  be  a  fyftem  of  poll- 
fical,  moral  and  intellectual  levelling  :  they  feem  to  run  a 
crazy  ragp  through  ajl  ages,  with  a  native,  gerjuine  horror 
of  any  thing  like  genius,  liberty,  or  the  people  ;  great  ge» 
nerofity  of  aflertion,  great  thrift  of  argument,  a  turn  tQ 
be  offen{ive?  without,  a  power  to  be  feveref  fyry  in  tb<jf 
'temper,  and  famine  in  tfie  phrafe, 

s.      * 

.:    I  fipd,  $nd   lament  to  findf  in  thof?  leveling  putyica,- 
jiens,  the  following  fenriments :  That  Ireland  is  a  Britift 

Colony, 
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Cofajny,  and  that  to  demand  a  free  Conftftutiqn,  was  ,t$ 
feparate from  Britain;  that  Ireland  may  prudently  fubmij 
to  legiflation  without  representation  ;  that  Ireland  had 
no  Parliamentary  jEonffitution  till  the  tirrte  of  James  I.  ; 
*hat  the  creation  of  the  dependency  of  the  crown  for  flip- 
ply  on  the  Commons,  was  a  pernicious  precedent ;  that 
the  remedy  for  cfur  prefent  free  Conftitution,  and  the  on- 
|y  fecunty  for  the  connexion^  wasf  to  put  in  the  place  of 
the  British  Parliament  the  commanding  influence  of  the 
Britifli  Cabinet  ^  o^er  the  Irifli  Legiflature.  Couple  this 
with  a  declaration,  that  half  a  million  had  been  refprted  to 
ibme  years  back,  to  buy  the'Cbmmbriff  of  Ireland  ;  couple 
that  with  the  declarations  continued' in  this  pamphlet,  that 
for  the  laft  feven  years,  a  noble  Minifter  of  the  Crown  had 
perfeyeringly  recommended  the  abolition  of  the  Irifh  Par- 
liament, arjd  an  IJnien  in  its  place  ;  couple  all  this  toge- 
ther, and  thecefult  of  the  pamphlet  will  be  the  mofl  com- 
.plete  and  ample  j  unification  and  panegyric  of  that  ctppo^ 
fition,  who,  for  A  courfe  of  years  have,  with  honeft  pers- 
everance, reprobated  that  Minifter's  adminiftration  ;  I 
will  not  fay  it  is  a  jaftification  of  rebellion,  but  it  is.  the 
beft  defence  I  have  feeo  :  jt  arnounts  tp  a  direct  charge,  for 
thofe  laft  50  years,  on  the  ariftocracy,  and  on  the  com- 
mons, of  faction,  of  plunder,  of  breaches  with  Eng- 
land, and  of  a&sof  reparation;  and  it  particularly  con-* 
dernns  the  Parliament  for  tbolfe  very  meafures  on  which 
(he  mtift  reft  her  credit  and  authority  with  the  people  ; 
and  further  it  charges,  that  before  any  rebel  was  in  the 
country,  a  leading  Minifter  in  the  cabinet,  was,  himfelf? 
4rid  has  been  for  8  years,  a  feeret  advifer  againft  the  Pa»- 
liamentary  Conftitution  of  Ireland,  of  courfe  againft  the 
fundamental  laws  of  the  land .;■  to  fuch  a  work,  contain- 
ingthre&fabrlcations,  four  capital  departures  from  matter 
of  fa£t,  together  wjth  the  difparagerqent  of  his  country, 
and  of  almoft  every  honeft  public  character  for  the  laft  $C| 
years,  I  don?t  think  iuieceflary  to  fay  more, 

I  conolud* 
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I  eonclude,  therefore,  by  repeating  whaf  I  Jiave  ajn?ady 
folemnly  declared— that  '    %fr 

*  ! 

It  i$  not  fa£fc,  that  we  excited  the  Catholic*, 

It  b  not  fa£?  that  we  persecuted  the  Cetholics.. 

tt  is  not  hGt,  that  we  adopted  the  Catholic  meafiires 
after  the  place-bill  and  penfion  bill  had  pafled,  and  in  queft 
pf  new  matter  of  opposition. 

It  is  not  fa£b,  that  I  ever  declared  or  wrote  that  the  act 
iuurncnt  of  8*  emanated  from  Diingannbn, 

It  fs  not  faS,  that  I  ever  compared  the  Parliament  thai 
aecompU&ed  that  adjufiraentj  to  the  Parliament  of  1615. 

It  is  not  fa&,  that  I  ever,  declared  that  the  Catftoliq? 
would  be  mod  powerful,  if  thefe  Nations  wefe  feparated*    * 

It  is  not  fa&,  that  I  ever  abandoned  to  popularity  the 
draft  of  a  bill  for  yetting  in  the  Parliament  of  England,  3 
power  of  Imperial  Iegiflature, 

» 

1%  is  not  fa&>  that  \  ever  f*wf  screed  to,  or  heard,  pf 
fnyfiichdrafc 

It  is.  not  fa&,  that  I  ever  agreed  to  an  alliance  with  any 
JwiglUh  party,  to  oppofe  any  plan  of  National  concord, 

It  is  >not  fa&,  that  I  ever  entered  int*  any  alliance,  of- 
fenfive  and  defenfive,  with  them,  however  I  might  cfteeni 
^heir  jwrfbws,  and  prefer  their  principles,    :  . » 


*       « 


flere 


,       4i 

Vl0L  are  twelve  afleftions  made  fey  the  author— jk  ii 
publicly  caljed  upon  to  ejlfiblijb  them* 

I  have  Taid  flius  much  to  defend  rrty  country  and  myfelfjj 
iff  oppofition  to  this  publication,'  that  takes  the  name  off  a 
Minifler  who  has  thefupfk>rt  of  theGovernriientsof  botht 
countries  and  with  refpeS  to  whom  I  have  no  advantage^ 
except  the  caufe,  my  own  perfonfal  fupenority,'  and  another 
advantage,  which  t  poffefs  in  common  with  afrtioft  ever^  ho- 
ned fubje&  iri  Ireland,-  and  with  the  Irifli  natron  herfeff,  thef 
advantage  which  the  calumniated  halsover  the  calumniator; 
i  might  srttfil  myfelf  of  many  more  vulnerable  parts  in  thofe 
vpubJications,  and  prefs  the  fuppofed  author  perfonally,  a$ 
he  has  prefled  others  ;  but  eorifidering  his  fituat ion  more 
than  he  has  done  himself,  I  cfcnfign  him  tojudges  mora 
fevere  than  l  could  be— -srnd  to  him  the  rooft  awfnl,  and/ 
on  this  fide  the  grave,  the  moft  tfreitiend6us-**H$S 
COUNTRY    AND  HIS  CONSCIENCE! 

'  —  oooo-.jfe006o»         ■ ; 

APPENDIX, 

EXTRACT  FROM  THfc  SECRETARY  OT  STATE    {MR* 
HUTCHINSOtfs)  SPEECH,  IN  1793. 

di  JDUT  what  was  the  hirtofy  of  the  representation  iti 
this  country  ?  He  could  inform  gentlemen  with  fome  ac- 
curacy, having  thought  it  his  duty,  when  he  took  a  more 
active,  part  itif  public  bufmefs,  toetftraS  from  all  the  bo-* 
rough  charters  at  the  Rolls  Office  their  material  contents. 
The  number  of  reprefentatives  in  the  thirty-fourth  year  of 
Henry  VIII.  was  one  hundred  ;  to  this  number  Mary  and  " 
Elizabeth  added  about  forty*eteht,  bu£of  thefe  there  were 
nineteen  counties,  of  whieh  Elizabeth  had  eftabli&ed  fe- 
*enteetv  a  mrode  of  repreferitation  worthy  the' character 
of  that  great  princefs.  In  the  firft  Parliament  of  James  I. 
held  in  161 3,  the  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Contrftons 
were  232  ;  the  laft  creation  of  a  borough  was  by  Queen 
Anne*  who  created  one  only.    ,For  the  difference  between 

the 
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ihe  number  of  feprefentatives  at  the  acceflfton  of  Jam«^ 
and  the  prefent  number  of^QO,  theHonfeof  StuaH  is 
refponfible.  One  half  of  the  reprefentatives  were  made' 
by  them,  and  made  by  the  exertion  of  prerogative ;  of  thofe 
jjlrrfesmade  40  at  one  ftroke  J  moft  of  them  &t  the  eve  of 
a  Parliament,  and  fome  after  the  writs  of  fummons  had  if* 
fued.  'the  Commons  in  that  Parliament  expreffed  their 
«fcutits  whether  thofe  boroughs  had  the  power  of  returning 
members  to  fit  in  Parliament,  andreferved  that  fubjeS  for 
future  confederation;  Complaints  were  made  to  James  of 
thofe  grants,  but  what  was  his  anfwer  ?  "  I  have  made  40 
boroughs;  fiippofe  I  had  made  400— the  more  the  merrier.* 
Charles  I.  followed  the  example  of  his  father  in  exercifing 
this  prerogative,  but  not  to  fo  great  an  extent :  Complaints 
vrere  alfomade  to  him,  and  he  gave  affurances  that  the  new- 
corporations  fhould  be  reviewed  by  Parliament.  The 
grants  made  by  thefe  twomoriarchs  appear,  by  the  hifto- 
ries  and  correfpondenees  of  thofe  times,  to  have  been  fof 
the  purpofe  of  giving  the  Proteftants  a  majority  over  the 
Roman  Catnolics;  The  grants  by  Charles  II.  Jarnes  IL 
andQyeen  Anne,  proceeded  from  motives  of  perfonal  fa- 
vour ;  thus  it  would  appear,  if  the  faflts  were  invefti* 
gated,  that  one  half  of  the  reprefentation  6f  Ireland  had 
arifen  from  the  exertions  of  prerogative,  influenced  by  oc- 
cafional  motives,  difputes  among  religionifts,  and  inducer 
merits  of  perfonat  favour,  but  had  hot  been  derived  from 
any  of  thofe  fources  which  had  produced  the  Ehglifh  Con- 
futation. Had  he  the  honour  of  being  a  member  of  the 
Britifli  Houfe  of  Commons,  he  would  never  touch  the  ve* 
nerable  fabric  of  th^ir  reprefentation  ;  but  in  this  king-* 
dom,  the  part  of  the  reprefentation  univerfally  complain- 
ed of,  bad  originated  in*  psfrty  or  private  motives,1  and  he^ 
did  not  believe  there  was  one  prelcriptive  borough  in  the? 
Vhole  kingdom.  He  believed  [fome  boroughs  were  called 
fo,  but  he  believed  unjuftly  ;  fcleveri  of  the  grants'  which 
had  been  mentioned,  did  not  appear  at  the  Rolls  Office,  but 
moft  of  thefe  were  modertCva  the  time  of  the  Houfe  of  Stuart*4 


finis. 
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S  P-E  E  C  H 


OF  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE 


JOHN,    EARL    OF   CLARE, 


LORD  HIGH  CHANCELLOR  OF  IRELAND, 


IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS  OF  IRELAND, 


ON  A  MOTION  MADE  BY  HIM 


ON  MONPAY,    FEBRUARY    10,    I?00« 


"  That  in  Order  to  promote  and  fecure  the  eflential  Jnterefts  of  Great  Britain  an* 
;<  Ireland,  and  to  confodidate  the  Strength,  Power,  and  Refources  of  the  Bri- 
u  tiih  Empire,  it  will  be  advifeable  to  concur  in  fuch  Meafures  as  may  beft 
w  tend  to  unite  the  two  Kingdoms,  in  fuch  Manner,  and  on  fuch  Terms  and 
"  Conditions,  as  may  be  eftablifhed  by  Ads  of  the  respective  Parliaments  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland/' 


BE  3ut&otit2. 


DUBLIN: 
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M-tai*M 


LORD  CHANCELLOR'S    SPEECH, 


IN   THE 


tyoufc  of  iLorpaf  of  3Mmifc 


Monday,  February  io,  i8oe. 


The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read  for  taking  his  Ma*- 
jefifs  M$age  into  Confiderationy  relative  to  the 
propofed  Legislative  Union  between  Great 
Britain  and  Iceland,  and  the  Article*  forrthat 
Purpofe, 


My  Lords, 


i 


RIS£  to  call  your  Lordihips  attention  to  a  fub- 
je&,  certainly  the  mod  momentous  which  has 
ever  been  fubmitted  for  decifion  to  the  Parliament 

B  of 


*  _ 

jQjt.this  Country  ^  a  fubjeft  embracing  the  vital 

interefts  of  Ireland,  and  intimately  affeflaitg  the 

ftrength  and  profperity    of  the    Britifh  Empire, 

In  this  grave  Aflembly,  I  feel  perfeft  confidence',  it 

will  receive  a  calm*  and  patient,  and  difpaffionate 

inveftigationy    I  am  fenfibte,   neyerthelefs,   that 

it  £alls  to  my  lot  to  addrefs  your  Lordfhips  under 

great  difadvantages.     The  beft  talents,  the  moffi 

enlightened  miudsr  of  whfck  the»Brittth  Empire 

has  ever  had-  to  boaft*  have  been  roufed  to  exer* 

tion  m  contemplating  an  ineorporatim  of  thefe 

kingdoms  \  and  after  the  brilliant  and  ample  dif- 

cuffion  which  the  fubjeft  has  received  in  botfr 

countries,   it  cannot  well  be  expe&ed  of  me  to 

throw  new  light  upon  it.     But  when  I  recollect 

the.  criminal  and  unexampled  efforts  which  have 

been  made,  from  tJie  monteafcwfcen  this  meafure 
«  ■     -  .  .  ,  y-    ' 

was  firft  propofed  for  difcuffion,  to  bear  h  dgwn 

by  noife,  and  fa&ioli,  and  intrigue,  if  aot  by  re- 
commendations of  open  rebellion,  I  fhoukl  con- 
demn myfelf  for  a  grofs  dereliftion  of  my  duty, 
if  I  were  to  forbear  to  fubmit  it  to  your  Lord- 
fhips  moil  ferious  confideration,  in  all  its  various 
and  important  views  and  bearings ;  more  efpecial- 
ly  as  I  feel  a  ftrong  convi&ion  indeed,  that  nothing 
but  Union  can  fave  this  kingdom  from  annihila*-. 
tJon,  and-lftventuaHy  uphold  the  ftability  of  the 
firitifh  Empire. :"      -':'•&     »  -  -  »    t  '' 

:  .  .My 


►  T 


My  opinions  on  this  fubjett  have  not  been;  re- 
cently or  lightly  formed ;  early  prpfeflional  ha!* 
bits  had  taught  me  to  inveftigate  the  foundation 
of  Irifli  titles,  and  of  neceflity  to  look  .back 
into  Irifh  hiftory :  k  had  be^n  my  fortune  to  ber 
called  into  a&ive  and  forward  public  fervice, 
perhaps  during  the  moft  eventful  peripd  of  it) 
and  from  a  critical  and  attentive  obfervation  of 
what  has,paffed  m  Ireland  for  the  laft  twenty 
years,  I  am  fatisfied  in  my  judgment  tmd  con- 
fcience,  thai:  the  exiftence  of  her  independent 
Parliament  has  gradually  led  to  her  recent  com- 

•  plicated  and  bitter  calamities,  and  that  it  has  at 
length  become  deijferate  and  impracticable.  I 
<lid,  more  than  once,  when  I  fat  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  (late,  without  referve,  that  the  rapi4 

; growth  of-  faQiori,  and  precipitate  folly  and 
paflion  of  menj  who  from  time  to  time  were  fuf- 
fered  to  take  a  commanding  lead  in  the  Councils 
of  that  alterably,  would  inevitably  reduce  us  to 

'  the  alternative  of  Separation  or  Union.  I  have 
with  as  little  referve  dated  the  fame  opinion  fince 

<  i  have  had  the  honour  of  a  feat  in  this  Houfe, 

-  and  1  make  no  fcruplje  to  £vow?  that  in  every 
communication  which  I  have  had  with  the  King's 
minifters  on  'Irtfh  affairs  for  thp  laft  feven  years, 
I  have  unifonply  and  (tfftin&ly  prefled  upon  them 
the  urgent  neceflity  of  Union,  as  the  laft  re-* 
fource  to  preferye  this  Country  to  the  Britifli 
Crown,    I  prefled  it  without  effeft,  until  Britifli 

JJ  2  minifters 


mimfters  and  th£  Britifh  nation  were  roufed  to 
a  fcnfe  of  the  common  danger,  by  the  late  fan- 
guinary  and  unprovoked  rebellion. 

It  feems  perfe&ly  immaterial  now  to  enquire 
what  was  the  origin  of  that  connexion  which 
has  fubfifted  for  more  than  fix  centuries  between 
this  country  and  England,  whether  it  originated 
in  conqueft,  as  Englifh  lawyers  and  hiftorians  have 
confidently  advanced,  or,  as  we  aflert  with 
equal  confidence,  in  a  federal  compaft  of  fome 
old  Irifh  chiefs  with  the  Englifh  king.  Of  the 
hiftorical  faft,  however,  no  doubt  can  be  enter- 
tained, that  before  that  connexion,  Ireland  never 
enjoyed  a  ftate  of  domeftic  fecurity,  or  a  govern- 
ment or  cohftitution  capable  of  proteding  her 
inhabitants  from  violation  in  their  perfons  or 
property.  If  the  conqueft  of  Ireland  was  the 
objeft  of  the  Englifh  king,  his  embarraflments  on 
the  continent  feem  to  have  difabled  him  from 
effecting  it,  the  •  firft  Englifh  fettlements  here 
having  been  merely  colonial,  fuch  as  have  fince 
been  made  by  the  different  nations  of  Europe, 
on  the  coafts  of  Afia,  Africa  or  America.  Dur- 
ing feveral  fuceeffive  reigns  the  Englifh  colo- 
ny was  left  to  thrive  by  its  own  ftrengthand 
refources,  having  received  no  other  reinforcement 
than  the  occafional  arrival  of  new  Britifh  adven- 
turers :  The  confequence  was,  that,  for  centuries 
the  Englifh  pale  was '  not  puihed  beycjnd  its  ori- 
ginal 


gmal  limits.  So  late  as '  the  reign  of  Henry  the 
Eighth,  it  confifted  of  four  Shires  only,  and  Mr* 
Allen,  then  Matter  of  the  Rolls,  reported  to  the 
king,  that  his  laws  were  not  obeyed  twenty  miles 
from  the  Capital.  The  common  obfervation  of 
the  couiifry  was,  that  they  whp  flwelt  by  weft 
•of  the  River  Birrow,  dwelt  by  weft  of  the  law. 

\ 

The  early ,  policy  of.  the  Englifli  government 
certainly  was,  to  difcourage  all  connexion  of  the 
colony  with  the  native ;  Irifh  ;  the  ftatute  of  Kil- 
kenny, i  enafted  :  By ")  the  pfoviBciaiaffembly  of 
the    pate  in  the  reign   of  Edward  III.  having 
'prohibited  marriage  or  goffipred  with  the  Irilhry, 
-or  claiming    the  benefit    of   the    Brehon  law, 
•by  any  perfon    of  Englifli    blood,   under    the 
'penalties  of  treafon.      This    ftatute    has    been 
much  extolled  by  Sir  John  Davies,    as  eminently 
qualified  to  reform  the  degenerate  Englifli,  as  he 
calls  them:    it  feems  difficult,    however,  to  re- 
•condle  it  to  any  principle  of  found  polity;  fc 
was  a  declaration  of  perpetual  war*  not   only 
-Stgainft  the  native  Irifh,    btfTagainft  every  per-. 
ion    of  Englifh    blood,    Who   had    fettled    be^ 
yond  the  limits  of  the  pale,  and  from  motives 
of  perfonal  int^reft  or  convenience,  had  formed 
connexions  with    the  natives,    or"  adopted  their 
laws  and  cuftoms  ;  and  it  had  the  full  effeft  which 
might  have  been  expe&ed,    it  drew   clofer  the 
•  confederacy*  it  was  meant   to  diffolve,    and  'im* 
plicated  the  colony  of  the  pale  '  in  ceafelefs  war* 

fare 


fare  and  contention  with  each  other,  and  with 
the  inhabitants  of  the  adjacent  diftrifts1.      ' 

Such  was  the  (late  of  Ireland  when  the  attempt 
was  firft  made  to  promulgate  the  Englifh  ftatute 
law  here  ;  and  it  is  not  extraordinary  that  in  the 
complicated  quarrels  and  promifcuous  warfare 
which  had  fubfifted  for  centuries  between  the  na- 
tive  Irifli^  and  degenerate  Englifh*  and,  Efiiglifh 
of  blood  and  Englifh  of  birth,  within  the  pale, 
that  th£  attempt  proved  altogether  abortive.  The 
taunting  anfwer  of  Maguire  Chief  of  Fermanagh,  to 
the  Lord  Deputy,  who  applied  to  him  to  receive 
a.  Sheriff  eommiffioned  by  Henry  VIII.  fufficiently 
explains  the  flate  of  the  country,  and  the  autho- 
rity of  the  King's  government  in  it : — c*  Your  She- 
riff fhall  be  welcome  to  me,  but  if  he  comes,  fend 
me  his  eri'c,  (the  price  of  his  head)  that  if  my 
people  flay  him,  I  may  fine  them  accordingly.5* 

In  the  fame  reign  a  formal  treaty  was  made 
with  the  Earl  of  Defmond,  for  his  permjffion  that 
the  Englifh  law  fhould  be  executed,  and  the  fub-» 
fidies  granted  by  the  Parliament  of  the  pale  be 
levied  in  hi?  country.;  and.otfier  chiefs  treated 
for  the  admiflion  of  the  King's  Judges,  or  arbitra- 
tors as  they  called  them,  on  condition  only  that 
the  fhould  obferve  the  Irifh  law ;  and  perhaps  if 
thefe  Judges,  or  any  other  officer^  eommiffioned  by 
the  Crown,  had  been  authorised  to  aft  sis  arbitya- 

*      tors 


tots  to  compofe  the  feuds  and  aniniofities  of  the 
Irifti  tribes  and  powerful  Lords  of  Englifli  blood* 
the  habitual  and  licentious  turbulence  of  the  Irifli: 
nation  might  gradually  have  fubfided,  and  acqui- 
efced  in  the  eftablifement  of  a  rational  and  civi- 
lized 'government ;  but  fatally  at  this  time  a  new 
fchifiii  arofe,  which  has  been  tb^1^*^  and  pefti- 
lence  of  Ireland/'  It  has  rendered  her  a  blank 
amongft  the  nations  of  Europe,  and  will  I  fear 
long  continue  to  retard  her  progrefs  in  the  civiliz- 
ed world. 

In  every  other  nation  of  Europe  where  the  re- 
formed religion  is  eftabliihed,  it  has  been  the  re- 
fult  of  enquiry  and  conviftion.— It  has  kept  pace 
with  the  progrefs  of  fcience,  and  the  human  mind, 
revolting  from  the  impofitions  which  had  been 
pradtifed  upon  it  for  ages,  (hook  off  the'yoke  of 
bigotry  and  fiiperftition ;  but  Ireland,  cut  off  from 
all  communication  with  the  civilized  world,  and 
enveloped  in  dark  and  .impenetrable  ignorance, 
continued  blindly  devoted  to  the  fuperftitious 
errors  of  the  Popifh  faith  ;  funk  as  fee  was  below 
the  *reach  of  ciiriofity  or  fpeculation,  it  was 
equally  hopelefs  and  impolitic  to  call  upon  the  peo- 
ple at  once  to  abjure  the  religion  of  their  anceftors, 
and  to  fubfcribe  to  new  doctrines  which  they  were 
utterly  incapable  of  understanding.  In  the  reign  of 
Henry  VIII.  no  attempt  was  made  to  force  the 
reformed  liturgy  upon  them  ;  he  was  fatisfied  with 

•     •  a  filent 
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a  filent  acquiefcenes  in  his  claim  of  fupremaeyv 
but  on  his  death  this  fyftem  of  moderation  waa 
deferted  ;  orders  were  iffued  by  the  Regency  for 
enforcing  the  ufe  of  theEngEfh  liturgy,  and  ftrip* 
ping  the  churches  of  their  old  ornaments  m  every 
diftri£t  in  which  the  Englifh  power.  wa&  acknow- 
ledged. In  the  fucceeding  reign' the  tables  were 
reverfed  :— The  Proteftant  Churches  were  fhut ; 
the  Popifh  liturgy  and  old  ^enfigns:  of  faperftition 
were  reftored  ;  and  a  Bull  of  Pope  Paid  the  IW 
for  remiffion  of  paft  herefies,  aiid  receiving  the 
penitent  Irifh  into  the  bofom  of  the  holy  church, 
way  accepted  by  both  Houfes  of  the  Colonial  Par- 
liament, kneeling  devoutly  on  their  knees,  and 
enaded  and  confirmed  by  flatutf .  This  extraor* 
dinary  inftrument  with  the  detail  of  its  legiflsu* 
tive.iconfecration,  .remains  at  iWsrho&r^on  your 
ftatute  book*  In  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  a  new 
reverie  took  place,  without  tegard  to  the  Bull  of 
'  Paul,  received  and  xonfirmed  by  the  Irifli  Statute, 
the  Popilh  churches  were  again  ftripped  of  their 
ornaments;  the  reformed  liturgy  was  agafc  :$Qt 
forced  ;  and  the  Eaglifli  $&  of  uniformity  was  en - 
a&ed  by  the  colonial  parliament $ .  an4  what  feems 
to  be  a  folecifm,  in  the  hiftory  of  iegiflation,  inths 
body  of  this  ad,  by  which  the, ufe  of,  the  EngHfli 
liturgy,  and  a  ftrift  conformity  to  it,  areenjpinecj 
under  fevere  penalties,  a  claufe  is  introduced,  rer 
citing,  that  Englifh'  minifters  cannot  be  found  t<? 

ferve  in  Irifli  churches  j  that  the  Irifh  people  did 

not 


n  - 
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■  {     *      (     *  •  «        • 

apt  underftand  the.  Euglifh  .language,   that  tlje 

church  fervice  cannot  he  celebrated  in  Irifh,  a£. 
well  for  difficulty  to  get  it  printed,  as  that  few  ia 
the  whole  realm  can  read,  ^nd  what  is  the  rer 
medy  ?  —If  the  Minifter  of  the  Gofpel  canpot  fpeak 
Epglifh;  he  may  celebrate  thfc  church  fervice  id 
the  Latin  tongue  J-— a  language  certainly  as  unin- 
telligible to  his  congregation  as  the  Englifti  tongue ; 
and  probably  not  very  familiar  to  the  Minifter 
thus  aathorifed  to  life  it.' 

It  feems  difficult  to  conceive  any  more  unjuft  or 
impolitic  aft  of  government^  than  an  attempt  thus 
to  force  new  modes  of  religious  faith  and  worfhip* 
by  feverc  penalties  upon  a  rude  and  fuperftitious 
and  unlettered  people.  Perfeeution  or  attempts  to 
force  coofcience.  will  never  produce  conviftion.— 
They  are  calculated  only  to  make  hypocrites  or 
martyrs  ;  and  accordingly  the  violence  committed 
by  the  regetfey  of  Edward,  and  continued  by  Eliza- 
beth,' to  force  the  reformed  religion  in  Ireland, 
had  no  other  eneft  than  to  foment  a  general  difat 
feftion  to  the  Englifh  government ;  a  difaffe&ioa 
to  general  as  jto  iackicd  Philip  the  II.  of  Spain  to 
attempt  partial  defcents  on  the  ibuthem  coafts  of 
this  ifland,  preparatory  to  his  meditated  attack 
Upon  Englaiid.— Elizabeth  quickly  faw  her  dangei1, 
and  that  it  was  neceffary  without  delay  to  fecurc 
the  poffeffion  of  Ireland ;  (he  fent  over  a  power- 
ful and  well  appointed  aimy,  and  after  a  difficult 
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and1  bldodytiraff  of*  feven  yeats,  effe&ed  thecoma 
pleie  rt$u#fcm  of  the  Ifland,  whfch  td'the  period 
of  thfe  ftr#  conqueft,  had1  been  divided  into  ar 
number  of  fifcentibus  and  independent  tribes,  under 
the  fate1  of  the  antieat  chiefe  Of  the  country,  and 
pow'erfof  Lords  of  Efiglifii  blood,  who  had  ob- 
tamed  pro&fe  territorial  grants  from  the  crown.' 
$he  did  not  however  live  to  fee  this  redu&ion 
completed  |  the  capittifation  with  O'Neale  was? 
not  figned  till  feme  time*  after  her  death ;  and 
therefore  her  fucceflbr  muft  be  c&nfidered  as  the 
t  firft  EngKft  Mbriarch  who  poflfeffed  this  complete' 
dominion  of  Irefatitf.  The  acceffion  of  James  I. 
I  conlider  as*  the  a&r£  of  cotmeltoti  between  the 
iifter  f  ffafidS.  'f  hen  for  the  M  time  was  the  fpirir 
of  refiftafticie  to  the  Englifh  pcftfrer  broken  down, 
and  the  fehgfrfh  latrs,  uriiverfally  acknbwledged. 
Sir  John  Pities,  in  the  quaint  pedarittjr  Of  his  day, 
de  (bribes  Jtfftfce,  the  ftford  having  cleared  her 
way,  a$  tariing  the  whole  country  in  her  progrefe 
*ar  Vii'go  moves  nif  the  Zodiack,  preceded  by 
Leo.' 

The  fi  rft  6bje&  of  t&e  King  feems  to  have  been, 
to  eftabfifh  the  tefbririatioii,  but  in  purfuing  it, 
unfortunately  he  adopted  the  fame  cotifcfe  by  which 
his  predeceffors  hid  been  mifled;  but  his  meafares 
were  attended  with  much  more  ferious  and  exten- 
sive con  fequences  j  their  orders  for  religious  reform 
mitton  had  extended  otily  to  the  churches1  and 

diftri&s 
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,*Sftri£fe  vmJcAn  the  pale .;  $>u.t  the.  offers  fept  b„y 

the  Council  of  James  I.  extended  to  the  wfypie 

jfland.      The  .province  <of  Ulfter  had  Veen  the 

principal  theatre  qf  the  late  civil  war,  and  had 

been  confiscated  and  fei?cd  into  the  bantf*  of  the 

crown.     ThP'old  jpfoprietprs  wjjo  had  led  the  r$* 

volt  were  expelled,  and  jceplaped  by  a  new  fet  of 

adventurers  from  Eijgftnd  3#4  Scptjand  -?  all  Pro- 

teft^nts,  who  with  a  jjewfreligjon,  broq^ht  py?r 

twith  them  a  8$w  fourcg  of  contention  wjtfr  the  iar 

habitants*, 

>  -  »  • 

•  •  ■ 

One  of  the  modem  arts  of  civil  war  ip  Ireland 
has  beep,  toftigmatize  theme^pry  of  Jajnes  I. 
as  having  .6jppe4  the  liberties^  and  fuby.erte4  thp 
Parlianjentary  cpnlUtutipn  of  Ir-eland ;    and  this 
revolutionary  tex£  ftpm  the  moment  i,t  was  given 
out  has  been  enlarged  upon  jyith  ecjual  afliduity 
and  fyccefs,   by  every,  avowed  rebel  and  equivo- 
cal loyalift  in  the  kingdom?     But  what  is  thp 
h£t  which  flands  recorded  and. autheptipated  be- 
yond doqbt  or  controverfy  ?    That  Ireland  before 
the  accefiiou  of  James  I.  never  had  any  thing  like  $ 
regular  government  or. Parliamentary  conjftitution. 
In  the  reig43  of  Edward  II.  the  defendants  of 
tb.efijft  Englifh  fettlers  had  a  provincial  afle.mbly 
which  ^as  called  the  Parliament  of  the  pale  j  the 
fame  fort  of  affembly  was  occafionally  fummoned 
during    feveral  fucceflive  reigns,    and  any  man 
who  will  take  the  trouble  to  read  the  ftatute  book 
"       •  '  will 
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will  find  that  the  principal  bufinefs  of  them  ajf 
was  to  pafs  ordinances  of  outlawry  againft  the  ' 
native  Iriffi,  -^nd  inhabitants  of  English  blood 
conne&'ed  with' them.  But  fuch  was  the  contempt 
in  which  thefe  afleihblies  were  held,  that  even 
the  colonifts  of  the  pale  confiderisd  it  an  infult  to 
be  ftmmoned  to  attend  them.  The  £a'rl'bf  Def- 
mond  clkimed  it  as  the  right  or  privilege  of  the 
Lords  of  JEnglifti  blood,  riot  to  attend  thiefe  afTem- 
felies,  or  to' come  into  any  walled  town  but  at  their 
Will  and  pleafure.1  In  the  province  of  Co'rinaughlt 
there  |s  not  the  trace  of  a  claim  or  any  exercife  of 
iany  Parliamentary  francbife  till  late  in  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth.  '  In  Ulftef  nbhetill  the  reign  of  James 
I.  Some  few  .of  the' fe^  ports  in  Munfter.had 
been  occafi.onally  fummohed  to  fend  deputies  to 
the  colonial  Parliament,  but  fuch  was  the  ft  ate  o£ 
the  country,  that  they  could  riot  make  their  way 
to  the  pale,  »irifomucht  that  in  the  33d  Henry 
V1IL  it  was  found  rieceffary  to  repeal  an  ordinance 
by  whicti  the  place  of  meeting  of  the!  colonial 
Parliament  was  reftridled  to  Dublin  or  Drogheda. 
^The  caufe  afligned  in  the  aft  of  repeal  is,  that  by 
leafon  of  the  drftahce  of  obedient  Shires  and  Bo- 
rough towns/  arid  the  perilous  paflage  by  the 
way  from  the  King's  rebels,  thefe  deputies  could 
not  attend.  And  it  is  quite  true  that  James  I. 
did  fap  the  liberties  of  tfae  *  Irifh  nation  to  mur- 
der obnoxious  deputies  on  their  paflage  to  attend 

Parliament.     It  is  equally  true  that  riidderri  'afferi 
•  .  ......  tors 


tpr$  of  Iriih  dignit5\aDd  Independence  have  mpft  % 
laudably  exerted  themfelve^to  revive  tbefe  fame 
liberties  on  a  folid  and  permanent  bafis,  and  that 
the  fpvereign  Iriflv  people  have  been  always  ex- 
tremely tenacious  of  them,  as  eff(?ntj^l  to  their 
phyfical  confequence*  The  crime  fo^  which  the 
memory  of  James  I.  has  been  calumniated  is,  that 
he  laid  the  foundation  of  a  regular  government 
in  Ireland,  and  of  the  exi  (ling  eft  ablifhments  in 
church  and  ftate.  At  his  acceffion  there  were  „ 
fcarcely  any  proteftants  ampngft  the  old  inhabitants 
of  Englifh  blood — amongft  the  native  Irifh  none— 
For  the  laft  twenty  years  therefore  of  Elizabeth, 
Ihe  could  not  venture  to  call  the  colonial  Parlia- 
ment.  The  cliftin&ion  of  Englifhry  and  Irifhry 
had  been  nearly  effaced  in  her  time,  and  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a  new  fchifm  of  proteftant  and  papift, 
but  from  the  firft  introdu&ion  of  his  proteftant 
colony  by  James  I.  the  old  diftinfiHons  of  native 
Irifh  and  degenerate  Englifh,  and  Englifh  of  blood 
and  Englifh  of  birth,  were  loft  and  forgotten; 
all  rallied  to  the  banner  of  the  popifh  faith,  and 
looked  upon  the  new  proteftant  fettlers  as  the 
common  aggreflbr  and  enemy  ;  and  it  is  a  melan- 
choly  truth,  that  from  that  day  all  have  cluftg  to 
the  popifh  religion  as  a  common  bond  of  union, 
and  an  hereditary  pledge  of  animofity  to  Britifh 
fettlers  and  the  Britiflj  nation. — What  alternative 
{hen  remained  to  the  King  for  retaining  this  coun- 
try under  the   dominion  of  his  crown  ?    In  the 
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modern  revolutionary  phrafe,  the  phyficai  coiy 
Jeqqepce    of  the    country   was   arrayed  againft 
the  Ejoglifti  colony  and  the  Englifti  government. 
He  w*s  therefqre    driven    to    the    neceffity  pJF 
tjeatiag  the  old  inhabitant^  as  a  conquered  people, 
and  governing  «the^  Country  as  an  Englifti  Pror 
viuce,  €«  pf  fortifying  his  Prote.ftaat  colony  by 
inyfcfting  then?  .eadufively  with  the  artificial  powey 
of  a  foparate  government,  which  op  every  prin? 
<ciple  of  felf-iwereft,  $ad  felf-preiexvation^  they 
avere  hpund  to  adrahjifter  in  .concert  with  Eng? 
land.     The  Exepjtjve  department^  wece  under 
the  jyaamediate  cootroul  of  the  wdjnarry   royal 
prerogative :  but  it  <was  vain  to  hope  .that:  he 
could  retain  pofleffion  of  Iceland  under  a  feparatc 
-goverAm^nt?  unjefs  a  majority  of  the  Irifli  Pai>Ua- 
jnem.  flood  well  aflfefted  to  the  Englifti  Qcowfl, 
aud    Englifli   nation  ^    ftn4  to  obtain   that  ma- 
jority, he  aej&med  to  the  exsrcjfe  of  .£  prero- 
gative which  h^s  frlwpys  beloqgsd  ,tj»   -tfep  En- 
glifti  Crown,     by  er£&ing    #ew   counties  ?tnd 
incorporating  ferae  of  the  principal  .towns,  oc- 
cupied hy  the  new  Settlers,  giving  thpra  the  ftan* 
chife  of  fencing  rReprefentatives  ,to  the  Mfti  Par- 
liament ;    Agd  1   repeat,  without  inc^rjipg  th^ 
hazard  of  CQntradi&ion,  thfit  Ireland  Wver  ,had 
any  affeo^bly  which  could  he  called  a  Parli&njeQt 
until  the  .reign  of  James  I.  The  Legiflative  affem- 
blies  before  bis  acceflipn,  were  compofed  only  of 
the  few  perfons  who  could  he  prevailed  upon  to 
attend  fom  obedient    ftiires  and  towns  within 

the 


the  pale,  Or  immediately  adjacent  to  it,  andfrotrif 
a  few  fcattered  Englifti  fettlements  on  the  coafts* 
of  Munfter  :  and  with  all  the  exertions  made  in 
fupport  of  the  Froteftant  colony,  the  majority 
in  its  favour  at  the  firft  meeting,  was  little  more 
than  Twenty. ,  Arid  it  would  feem  that  the  debates 
of  that  day  partook  pretty  largely  of  modern 
virulence,  for  a  fcuffle  took  place  k*  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  which  might  hafve  ended  in  blood* 
fhed,  if  the  precaution  had  not  been  taken  to  dif- 
arm  the  combatants  before  they  we&  fufiered  to 
meet  in  Parliament* 

The  fteady  government  of  Straflford  kept  down 
thefe  animofitks,  which  hatf  continued  with  un- 
abated rancour  until  hid  time.  But!  at  hfe  removal 
the  old  iahabitantk,  taking  advantage  of  the  Weak- 
nefs  and  diftra&k>n  of  the  Briglilh  government, 
broke  out  into  open  hoftifity  afed  rebellion.  Tb4 
flame  had  long  been  fmOtbfered,  and  at  length 
burft  forth  with  a  terrible  expbfion*  The  native 
Irifh  began  the  krftirredion  :  but  were  foon  joined 
by  the  Etfglift*  colony,  and  Lords  of  Englifh 
blood,  with  few  exceptions ;  and  after  a  fierce 
and  bloody  conteft  of  eleven  years,  m  which  the 
face  of  the  whole  ifland  was  defolated,  and  its- 
population  nearly  extinguifhed  by  war,  peftilence, 
and  famine,  the  infurgents  were  fcbdued,  and 
fuffered  all  the  calamities  which  could  be  inflicted 

on  the  vanquifhed  party,  in  a  long  contefted  civil 
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war  '  this  Was  a  civil  war  of  cxtei?miDatron.^ 
The  rebellion  of  1798  would  have  been  a  war 
of  extermination,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
itrong  and  merciful  interpolation  of  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  and  I  could  wiih  that  the  befotted  rebels 
of  this  day,  who  have  been  fa ved  from  extermi- 
nation by  a  Brhifh  Monarch,  would  look  back  at 
the  bleffings  of  republican  liberty,  dealt  dirt  to 
their  anceftors  by  the  ufurper  CroftiWeH. 

His  ftrft  ad  was  to  coifed  all  the  native  Irifh* 
who  had  furvived  the  general  dpfblation,  and  re- 
mained in  the  country,  and  to   tranfplant  them' 
into  the  ptovirite    of  Gonnaught,    Which    had' 
been  Completely  depopulated,  and  laid  wafte  in* 
the  progrefe  of  the  reHfellionv    They  were  or- 
dered to  retire  there-  by  a  certain  day,*  and  for- . 
bidden  to  repafs  the    fiver  Shannon  on  pain  of 
death,  and  this  fentence  of  deportation  was  ri- 
gidly enforced  urftil  the  Reftorftrion<    Their  an-' 
cient  poffeffions  were  feized  and  given  up  to  the 
conquerors,   as  were  the  poffeffions  of  .every  man' 
who  had  taken  a  part  in  the  rebeHiotr,  or  followed 
the  fortunes  of  th^  King,  after   the  ihurder  of 
Charles  I.     And  this  whole  fund  was  diftributed 
amongft  the  officers  and  fbldiers  of  Cromwell's 
army,  in  fatisfadtion  of  the  arrears  of vtheir  pay, 
and  adventurers  who ,  had  advanced  money  to  de- 
fray the  expences  of  the  war.    And  thus  a  new 
Colony  of  new  Settlers,  compofed  of  all  the  va- 
rious feds  which  then  infefted  England,  Indepen- 
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dents,  Anabaptifts,  Seceders,  Br6wnifts,  Sbcintafcl* 
Millenarians,  and  Diffenters  of  every  defcription; 
many  of  them  infe&ed  with  the  leaven  of  demo- 
cracy, poured  into  Ireland;  and-  were  put  into 
poffeflion  of  the  antient  inheritance  of  its  inhabi- 
tants :  And  I.  fpeak  with  great  perfonal  rtfpeft 
of  the  meti,  *rhen  I  ftate  that  a  very  confideN 
able  portion  of  the  opulence  and  power  of  the* 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  centers  at  this  day  in  the 
descendants  of  this  motley  colle&ion  of  Englifli 
adventurers. 

It  feems  evident  from  the  whole  ten6r  of  the 
declaration  made  by  Charles  IL  at  his  reiteration/ 
that  a  private  ftipulation    had   been    made  by 
Monck,  in  favour  of  Cromwell's  foldiers  and  ad- 
venturers, who  had  been  put  into  poffeflion  of  the 
confifcated  lands  in  Ireland ;  and  it  would  have 
been  all  a&  of  grofs  injuftlce  on  the  part  of  the 
king,  to  have  overlooked  their  interefts.    The  ci- 
vil war  of  164 1,  was  a  rebellion  againft  the  Crown 
of  England,    and   the   complete  redii&ion   of 
the    Irifli   rebels  by  Cromwell,    redounded   ef* 
fentially  to  the  advantage  of  the  Britifh  empire. 
But  admitting  the  principle  in  its  fulleft  extent, 
it  is  impoflible  to  defend  the  A  As  of  Settlement 
and  Explanation,  by  which  it  was  carried  into 
£ffe&  ;  and  I  could  wilh  that  modern  affertors  of 
Irifli  dignity  and  independence  would,  take  the 
trouble  to  read  and  underfland  them. 

D  Tbe 


The  A€t  of  Settlement  profellfes  to  have  for  iii 
bbjed  the  execution  of  his  Majefty's  gracious  de-" 
claration  for   the  fettlemerit  of  his  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  and  fati§fa&ion  of  the  feveral  interefts  of 
adventurers,    foldiers,     and  other     his   fubje&s 
there,  and  after  reciting   the  rebellion,  the  enor- 
mines  committed  in  the  progrefs  of  it,  and  the 
final  redu&ion  of  the  rebels  by  the  king's  Englifh 
and  Proteftant  fubje£ts,  by  a  general  fweeping 
claufe  veils  in  the  king,  his  heirs  and  fucceffors, 
all  eftates  real  and  perfonal  of  every  kind  whatfo- 
ever  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland ;  which  at  any 
time  from  the  2iftof  O&ober  1641,  werefeized 
or  fequeftered  into  the  hands,  or  to  the  ufe  of 
Charles  I.  or  the  then  king,  or  otherwife  difpoied 
of,  fet  out  or  fet  apart  by  reafon,  or  on  account  of 
the  rebellion,  or  which  were  allotted,  affigned, 
or  diftributed  to  any  perfon  or  perfons  for  ad- 
ventures,   arrears,    reprifals,    or   otherwife,     or 
whereof  any  foldier,  adventurer,  or  other  per- 
fon were  in  poffeflion  for  or  on  account  of  the 
rebellion  ;  And  having  thus*  in  the  firft  inftance* 
veiled  three  fourths  of  the  lands  and  perfonal  pro- 
perty of  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  in  the  king, 
commiffioners  are  appointed  with  foil  and  exclu- 
sive authority,  to  hear  and  determine  all  claims 
upon  the  .general  fund,  whether  of  officers  and 
loldiers    for   arrears    of  pay,     of    adventurers 
who  had  advanced  money  for  carrying  on  the 
ivar,  or  of  innocent  papifts,  as  they  are  called.  'In 
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other  words,  of  the  old  inhabitants  of  the  ifland, 
who .  had  been  difpoffeffed  by  Cromwell,  not  for 
having  taken  a  part  in  the  rebellion  againft  the 
Englifti  crowfl,  but  for  their  attachment  to  the  for- 
tunes of  Charles  II.  But  with  refppft  to  this 
clafs  of  fufferers,  who  njight  naturally  have  «- 
pe&ed  a  preference  of  claim,  a  claufe  is  intro- 
duced, by  which  they  are  poftppjaed  after  a  decree 
of  innocence  by  the  Con^njiffioners,  until  previous 
reprifal  fhall  be  made  to  CrqmwelPs  foldiers  and 
adventurers,  who  hajl  obtained  poffeflion  of  their 
inheritance.  I  will  not  detain  the  Hpufe  with  a 
minute  detail  of  the  prpvifjon;  of  this  a&,  thus 
patted  for  the  fettlement  pf  Ireland ;  but  I  wHh 
gentlemen,  who  call  thenjfclvps  thp  dignified  and 
independent  Irifh  nation,  to  knQW,  that  feven  mil- 
lions eight  hundred  thoqfand  acres  of  land  were  fet 
out  under  the  authority  of  this  aft,  to  a  motley  crew 
of  Englifti  adyentprers,  civil  and  military,  nearly 
to  the  total  exclufion  of  the  old  inhabitants  of  the 
ifland ;  many  of  whom  who  were  innocent  of  the 
rebellion,  loft  their  inheritance,  as  well  for  the 
difficulties  impofed  upon  them  by  jhe  court  q£ 
claims,  in  the  proofs  required  of  their  innocence, 
as  from  a  deficiency  in  the  fund  for  reprifal  to 
Englifti  adventurers,  arifing  principally  from  a 
ptfofuie  grant  made  by  the  Crown  to  the  Duke  pf 
York ;  and  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  having  made 
this  fettlement  of  the  ifland  in  efFeft  on  themfelves, 
granted  an  hereditary  revenue  to  the  Crown,  as  an 
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indemnity  for  the  forfeitures  thus  reHnquifted  by 
Charles  II. 

After  the  expulfion  of  James  from  the  throne  of 
England,  the  old  inhabitants  made  a  final  effort 
for  recovery  of  their  ancient  power,  in  which 
they  were  once  more  defeated  by  an  Englifh  army, 
and  the  flender  reliques  of  Irifh  pofleffions  became 
thefubjeftoffrefheonfifcation.  Fropithe  report 
made  by  the  Commiflioners  appointed  by  the 
Parliament  of  England  in  1698,  it  appears,  that 
the  Irifli  fnbje&s  putlawed  for  the  rebellion  of 
3688,  amounted  to  three  thoufahd  nine  hundred 
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and  feventy-eight ;  and  that  their  Irifh  pofleffions, 
fo  far  as  could  be  computed,  were  of  the  value  an- 
nually of  two  huhdred  and  elevep  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  twentyrthree  pounds,  comprifing  one 
jmllion  fixty  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety- 
two  acres.  This  fund  was  fold  under  the  authority 
of  an  Englifh  aft  of  parliament,  to  defray  the  ex- 
pences  incurred  by  England  in  reducing  the  rebels 
of  1688,  and  the  fale  introduced  into  Ireland,  a 
pew  fet  of  adventurers. 

It  is  a  fubjeft  of  curious  and  important  fpe- 
culation  to  look  back  to  the  forfeitures  of  Ireland 
incurred  iu  the  laft  century.  The  fup^rficial  con- 
tents of  the  ifland  are  calculated  at  eleven  millions 
and  forty-two  thoufand  fix  hundred  andeighty- 
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two  acres.     Let  us  now  examine  the  fkte  of  for r 
feitures : 

Confifcated  in  the  reign  of  James  I. 
the  whole  of   the  province  of  Ulfter      f 
^containing,  Acres         -  -  2,836,837 

Set  out  b)\  the  .court  of  claims  at  the 
Reftoration,    Acres  -.  7,8oo,oooK 

Forfeiture^  of  1688,  Acres         -         1,060,793 


f»* 


Total,  11,697,629 


r 

80  that  the  whole  of  your  ifland  has  been  con- 
fifcated, with  the  exception  of  the  eftates  of  five 
pr  fix  old  families  of  Englifti  Wood,  fome  of  whom 
had  been  attainted  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. ; 

* 

but  recovered  their  poffeflions  before  Tyrone's 
Rebellion,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  efcape  the 
pillage  of  the  Englifh ,  Republic  infli&ed  by  Crom- 
well 5  and  no  inconfiderable  portion  of  the  ifland 
has  been  confifcated  twicp  or  perhaps  thrice  in  the 
courfe  of  a  century.    The  fituation  therefore  of  the 
Irifti  nation  at  the  Revolution  ftand6  unparalleled 
in  the  hiftory  of  the  inhabited  world.     If  the  wars 
of  England  carried  on  here,  from  the  reigb  of 
Elizabeth  had  been  waged  againft  a  foreign  enemy, 
the  inhabitants  would  have  retained  their  poffef- 
fions  under  the  eftabliflied  law  of  civilized  nations; 
and  their  country  have  been  annexed  as  a  province 
to  the  Britifti  empire.     But  the  continued  and  per- 
fevering  refiftance  of  Ireland  to  the  Britifti  crown 

during 
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during  the  whole  of  the  laft  century,  was  mere 
rebellion,  and  the  municipal  law  of  England  at- 
tached upon  the  crime.   What  then  was  the  fitua- 
tion  of  Ireland  at  the  Revolution,  and  what  is  it  at 
jthisday  ?    The  whole  power  an,d  property  of  the 
country  has  heen  conferred  by  fucceflive  Monarchs 
of  England  upon  an  Englifh  colony,  compofed  of 
three  fets  of  Englifl*  adventurers,  who  poured 
into  this  country  at  the  termination  of  three  fue- 
ceflive  rebellions. — Confifcation  is  their  common 
title ;  and  from  their  fir  ft  fettlement  they  have 
been  hemmed  in  on  every  fide  by  the  old  inhabi- 
tants of  the  ifland,  brooding  over  their  difcon tents 
in  fullen  indignation.    It  is  painful  to  me  to  go  in- 
to this  detail,  but  we  have  been  for  twenty  years 
in  a  fever  of  intoxication,  ?nd  njmft  be  ftunned 
into  fobriety. 

What  then  was  the  fecurity  of  the  EngliQ)  fettler* 
for  their  phyfical  exiftence  at  the  Revolution ;  an4 
-what  is  the  fecurity  of  their  defcendants  at  this 
day  ? — The  powerful  and  commanding  prote&ion 
of  Great  Britain.  If  by  any  fatality  it  fails,  you 
are  at  the  mercy  of  the  old  inhabitants  of  the 
aflabd;  and  I  fhould  have  hoped,  that  the  famples 
of  mercy, exhibited  by  them  in  the  progrefs  of  the 
late  rebellion,  would  have  taught  the  gentlemen 
who  call  themfelves  the  Irifh  nation,  torefleft 
with  fober  attention  on  the  dangers  which  fur- 
round  them.    Their  anceftors  were  fenfible  of  it 
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is  became  them ; — they  faw  the  feeds  of  difuniori 
la  the  connexion  which  then  fubfifted  between 
this  country  and  Great  Britain;  ftrong  fymptoms 
of,political  warfare  had  appeared  fo  early  as  1698, 
when  heads  of  a  bill,  were  tranfmitted  hence 
under  the  Great  Seal  of  Ireland,  re-enafting  an 
Englifh  aft  of  Parliament,  made  to  bind  Ireland. 

The  Englifh  Houfe  of  Commons  took  up  the 
gauntlet  with  a  high  hand,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  examine  Mr.  Molyneux's  book,  and  . 
to  report  fuch  paffages  in  it  as  they  fhould  find  de- 
nying the  authority  of  the  Parliament  of  England, 
alfo  what  proceedings  have  been  in  Ireland,  that 
might  occafion  the  faid  pamphlet.  On  the  22nd 
of  June  1698,  the  committee  reported  the  obnox- 
ious paffages,  and  that  on  inquiry  into  the  proceed- 
ings in  Ireland  which  might  occafion  the  pamph- 
let, they  find  in  a  bill  tranfmitted  under  the  great 
ieal  of  Ireland,  during  the  late  Parliament  there, 
entitled  a  bill  for  the  better  fecurity  of  hp r  Ma- 
jefty's  perfon  and  government,  that  the  whole  of 
an  aft  paffed  in  England  for  abrogating  the  oath  of 
Supremacy  in  Ireland,  and  appointing  other  oaths 
is  re-enafted  Tvith  fome  alterations,  and  that  in  the 
fame  bill  the  crown  of  Ireland  is  fliled  the  impe- 
rial croWn  of  Ireland. — Upon  this  report,  the 
Houfe  refolved  nemine  contradicente,  "  that  the 
book  publifhed  by  Mr.  Molyneux,  was  of  dange- 
rous tendency  to  the  crown  and  people  of  Eng- 
land, 


land,  hy  denying  the  authority  of  the  King  alna 
Parliament  of  England  to  bind  the.  kingdom  and 
people  of  Ireland,  and  the  fubordination  and  de- 
pendence that  Ireland  hath  and  oughttohave upon 
England,  as  being  united  and  annexed  to  the  im- 
perial Crown  of  England.  They  refolved  alfo  that 
the  bill  lately  tranfmitted  from  Ireland  whereby 
an  a&  of  Parliament  made  in  England  exprefsly 
to  bind  Ireland  is  pretended  to  be  re-ena&ed,  had 
given  occafion  and  encouragement  to  forming  and 
publifhing  the  dangerous  pofitfoifcs  contained  in  the 
faid  book.    The  Houfe  in  a  body  prefented  an  ad-> 
drefs  to  the  King,  enlarging  in  terms  o£>great  in- 
dignation on  the  book  and  its  pernicious  affertions, 
and  on  the  dangerous  tendency  of  the  proceedings? 
of  the  Irifh  Parliament ;    befeeching  his  Majefty' 
to  exert  his  royal  prudence  to  prevent  their  being 
drawn  into  example,  and  to  take  all  neceflary  care 
that  the  laws  which  direft  and  reftrain  the  Parlia-* 
ment  of  Ireland  in  their  agings  be  not  evaded  j 
and  concluding  with  an  affurance  of  their  ready 
concurrence  and  affiftance  in  a  parliamentary  wayy 
to  prcferve  and  maintain  the  dependence  and  fub- 
ordination of  Ireland  to  the  imperial  crown  of 
England.     The  King  anfwers,  "  that  he  wiTf  take 
care  that  what  is  complained  of  fhall  be  pfevgifted 
and  redreffed,    as  the  Commons  defire.^Thus 
were  the  parliaments  of  the  two  countries  at  iffue 
fo  early  as  the  ioth  of  King  William.    But  the 
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^DgHfli  colony,  h9weyer  fore  they  mighthave  fe}£ 
under  the  ftiatp  rebuke  of  th?ir  countrymen,  were 
too  fenfible,  of  the  dangers  by  which  they .  w$re 
furrounded,    and  their  ..imbecility  ,ttf  encounter 
them,  to  puffc  this  political ,  quarrel  to  *,  breach 
with  the  Englifh  Parliament;  and   at  the,  next 
meeting  of  the  Parliament. of  Iceland,  wfcich  di<J 
not  take  place  till  the.   2nd  pf  x  Quejtn  Altms,  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  having  takep  into  ferious  confide- 
ration  the  ftate  of  this  nation,  did  oriithe  25th  Oc- 
tober 1703,  refolve,  *  that  it  was  tbeir  opinion, 
upon  due  confideration  of  the.  prefeni  coiiftitutioa 
of  this  kingdom,  that -lack  an  bumble  reprefehta- 
tion  be  made  to  the  Queen,  qf  the  ftat6  and  con- 
dition thereof;  as  may  beft  .incline  her .  Majefty 
by  fuch  proper  means  as  to  her  Majefty  fhould 
fecra  fit,  to  promote  fuch  an  union  with  England, 
as  may  qualify  «the  ftates  of  this  kingdom,    to  be 

tfepi'efented  there!.  v 

In  1703,  tie  Houfe  of  Lords  again  took  op  the 
feme  fubje&,  atid  in  their  addrefs  of  congratu- 
lation to  the  Qyeen  dn  the  Scotch  Union,  j  be- 
feech  her  Majefty  to^oon,  and  eitend  her  fa- 
vour to  all  her  fubje&s,  till  none  are  excluded 
fromfo  great  ablejjing*  but  fufch  as  by  their  owr* 
frowardnefs  or  difaffe&ion  to  the  public  good, 
bar  themfelves  from  the  general  advantages  of 
Her  Majefty's  reign;  and  exprefs  their  hope  that 
Her'  Majefty's    goodnefs  and  wifdom  will  con- 
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qtier  even  thofe,  and  make  them  fenfible  of  their 
true  intereft.     Id  the  fame  year  the  Commons' 
addreffed  the  Queen  to  the  fame  eflFeft,  and  from 
the  coldnefs  with  which  fhe  anfwers  the  addrefTes 
of  both  Houfes  on  this  fubjeft,  it  is  plain  that 
ber  minifters  would    6ot    liften  to  the    propo^ 
fition   of  an  Union  with   Ireland  ?  and  in  find- 
ing   a:  fubftkute    for    it,    there  was   a  race  of 
•impolicy    between    the    countries.    The    Parli- 
ament of    England    feem   to    have    confidered 
the  permanent  debility  of  Ireland,  as  their  beft 
Security  for  her  connexion  with  the  Britifti  crown^ 
and  the  Irifii  Parliament  to  have  relied  the  fe* 
cufity  of  the  colony,  upon  maintaining  a  perpe-* 
tual  and    impaffable  barrier  againft  the  ancient 
inhabitants  of  the  country.     The  executive  go* 
vernment  was  committed  nominally  to  a  Vice- 
roy, but  effentially  to  Lords  Juftices,  fele&ed  from 
the  principal  State  Officers  of  the  country,  whd 
were  entrufted  with  the    conduft  of  what  was 
Called  the  King's  bufinefs,  but  might  with  more 
propriety  have  beeri  called  the  bufinefs  of  the 
Lords  Juftices.     The  Viceroy  came  to  Ireland 
•  for  a  few  months  ohly  in  two  years,  and  returned 
10  England  perfectly  fatisfied  with  his  ftriflion, 
if  he   did  not    leave  the   concerns  of  the  En-, 
glilh  government  worfe  than  he  found  them  i  and 
the   Lords  Juftices  in  his  abfence  were  entrufted 
implicitly   with  the  means  of  confolidating  an 
ariftocratic  influence,   which  made  them  thene- 

ceffary 


t 


/ 


37 

jqeffary  inftjuments  of  the  Englifh  government. 
After   the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  tthe   trade 
of  this  country  had  ,fo  increafed,    that  the  he- 
reditary revexuie   was  amply  fufficient  for  every 
public  fervice,   and   a  confiderable    furplus    re- 
mained in  the  Exchequer,  after  defraying  every 
.charge  upon  it,    fo  that  in  effejft  the  crown  was 
little,  if  at  all  dependent  on  Parliament  for  fup- 
port;  and  it  is    difficult    to   fay  how   long  this 
oligarchy    might  have  kept  its  ground,    if  the 
intrigues  of  an  ambitious  ecclefiaftic,  then  at  the 
head  of  the  Irifh  church,  had  not  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  party  heat  and  animofitjes,  which  -have 
long  disturbed  and  degraded  our  Parliamentary 
proceedings.     The  great  trial  of  ftrength  between 
the  Primate  and  the. then  Speaker  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  was  made  in  1753,  when  a  bill 
was  propofed   for  applying  the  furplus  then  ip 
the  exchequer  to  pay  a  public  debt  which  had 
been  fome  time  before  contra&ed.     The  courtiers 
of  that  day,  ranged  under  the  ecclefiaftical  banr 
ner,  contended  that  this  furplus  belonged  to  the 
Grown,  and  therefore,  that  the  King's  previous 
affent  to  its  application,  ought  to  be  fignified  be- 
fore the  Commons  could  appropriate  it.     The  pa- 
triots, ganged  under  the  Speaker's  banner,  infifted 
that    no    fuch    affent    was    neceffary,  and  beat 
their    political  adverfaries  by  a  fmall  majority. 
Heads  of  a  bill  for  the  appropriation  paffed  the 
Commons   without  taking  notice  of  the  King's 
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previous  affent  to  it.  They  were  rejeaed  by  the , 
Crowfi,  andthe  fiirpluswas  applied  by  the  roy- 
al authority,  without  the  intervention  of  Parli'a- 
"ment.  But  the  Commons  took  effe'ctualcard  thatttie 
queftion*  fhould  not  occur  a  fecond  time,  by 
appropriating '  every  future  furplus  to  their  pri- 
vate xufe;  uhd£r'  the  fpecioud  pretence  of  local 
public  imptovemen  tk,  W  irid- mills  and  Watfer-mills, 
and"  Canals,  ind  Bridges,  and  Spinning  Jennies, 
were  provided  at  the  public  expfence,  and  the  Par- 
liamentary patrons  of  thefe  great  national  obje&s, 
entrufted  "with  full'  difcretionary  powers  over  the 
money  granted  to  complete  them.  ;  From  this 
fyftem  of  local  improvement,  a  double  advan- 
tage arofe  to  the  tri(h  ariftocracy,  it  kept  their  fol- 
lowers fteady  in  the  ranks,  and  by  reducing  the 
Crown  to  the  neceflity  of  calling  for  fupplie$> 
kiade  the  political  fervices  of  the  leaders  neceffary 
for  the  fupport"  of  the  King's  Government,  but 
the  precedent  was  fatal,  and  a  fyftem  has  gradu. 
ally  been  built  lipori  it,  which  would  beat  down 
the  moft  powerful  nation  of  the  earth.  The  go- 
vernment of  England  at  length  opened  their  eyes 
to  the  defeds  and  dangers  of  it ;  "theyfhbok  the 
power  of  the  ariftocracy,  but  were  unable  to 
break  it  down,  and  fubftituted  a  much  more  ferious 
evil,  by  giving  birth  to  a  race  of  political  adventur- 
ers, poffeffed  of  aq  inexhaiiftible  flock  of  noife  and 

indecorum,  always  at  the  difpofal  of  the  beft  and 
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,hig.heQ: -bidder.     Still,  however,  political  ferment 
Jed  to  no  ferious  conflict  till  the  period  of  the 
American  war,  when  we  thought  fit  to  avail  our- 
felves  of  the  hour  of  common  danger  and  calamity* 
to  prefs'the  daims  of  Ireland  in  terms  of  marked 
hoftility  to  the  Brxtifti  nation.      The  imbecility 
of  Lord  Buckinghamfliire's  government  bad  ar- 
rayed the  volunteer  army,  and  the  addrefs  to  his 
Majefty,  voted  in    1779  by  the  Commons,  de- 
manding a  free  trade  as  the  right  of  Ireland,  waS 
ifollowed  inftantly  by  a  refolution  of  thanks  Vb 
that  army  for  their  array.     On  the  old  lrifh  vo- 
lunteers I  «defire  tQ  be  underftood  not  to  convey 
any  thing  like  a  cenfure.     Their  conduft  will  rfe*. 
main  a  problem  in  hiftory ;  for  without  the  ffiadow 
bf  military  contrpul,  to  their  immortal  honour  it  is 
known,  that  from  their  firft  levy,  till  they  dif- 
banded  themfelves,   no  a&  of  violence  or  out- 
rage was  charged  againft  them;  and  they  certainly 
(did  on  every  occafion  where  their  fervices  were 
required, '  exert  themfelves  with  eflFeft  to  maintain 
the  internalpeace  of  the  country.     The  gentlemen 
of  Ireland  were  all  in  their  tanks,  and  maintained 
a  decided  influence  upon  them.     But  I  (hall  never 
ceafe  ,to  think  that  the  appeals  made  to  that  army 
"by  the  angry  politicians  of  that  day  were  danger- 
ous and  ill-judged  in  the  extreme  ;  and  that  they 
eftablifhed  a  precedent  for  rebellion,  which  has 
lince  been  followed  up  with  full  fuccefs. 
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The  conceffion  of  a  free  trade  was  fu.cc£ede<J 
tby  the  demand  of  a  free  eonftitution ;  and  the 
Englifti  colony  was  taught  in  an  evil  hour,  to  fepa- 
jate  itfelf  from  the  Englifti  nation.  Inflammatory 
appeals  to  the  volunteer  army,  which  was  held 
lip  as  the  armed  majefty  of  the  people,  were  made 
from  day  to  day  from  the  decifiqns  of  Parliament ; 
and  the  public  prints  teemed  with  refolutions  and 
addreffes,  of  menacing  violence  in  the  name  of 
different. armed  bodies,  ftating  their  determination 
to  aflift  the  freedom  and  independence  of  Ireland 
to  the  laft  dr6p  of%  their  blood.  The  Duke  of 
Portland  took  upon  him  the  government  of  Ireland 
in  the  midft  of  this  outcry,  ycfry  naturally  under 
an  impreffion,  that  the  country  was  ripe  for  rebel- 
lion ;  in  which  however,  I  have  no  doubt,  he  was 
deceived.  I  can  affert:  with  perfedt  confidence^ 
that  no  Gentleman  of  Ireland  would  at  that  day 
have  drawn  his  fword  againft  Great  Britain,  and 
it  certainly  was.  the  duty  of  the  King's  fervants,  in 
whom  his  reprefentative  repofed  a  .confidence* 
fully  to  have  explained  this  to  him- 
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It  is  the  fafhion  now  to  affert,  that  what  paffed  at 
that  period  was  acknowledged  in  both  countries 
to  be  a  final  adjuftment  of  all  political  claims 
and  controverfies  between  them,  and  a  full 
fecurity  for  their  conftitutional  connexion.  If  it 
be  a.  final  adjuftjnent  of  political  controverfy,  and  ^ 
full, fecurity  for  their  connexion,  it  was  achieved 
witha  rapidity  unexampled,  and  by  means  the  moft 
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££traordinary  which  have  ever  attended  &n  ad* 
juftment  of  any  kind  between  two  independent 
countries.  The  hiftory  of  this  adjuftment  lately 
given  in  the  name  of  the  gentleman  who  is  ftyled 
the  Father  of  it,  is — 

"  That  it  emanated  from  the  armed  con- 
u  vention  affembledat  Dungannon,  was  ap- 
**  proved  ac  county  meetings  of  the  people 
"  armed  and  unarmed,' and  was  fan£Honed 
u  and  rcgiftcred  by  the   Irifh  Parliament/' 

If  this  hiftory  of  our  boafted  conftitution  be 
tvell  founded,  I  have  no  fcruple  to  declare,  that 
we  cannot  too  foon  get  rid  of  it}  we  may  very 
probably,  if  this  be  true,  have  a  new  armed  con- 
vention, aflfembled  at  Wexford  or  at  Naas,  and  a 
new  conflitutional  emanation  from  it,  of  a  govern- 
ment compofed  of  a,  dire&ory  and  two  councils,  or 
of  a  confulate  and  tribunate  and  confervative  fe- 
nate;  which  I  doubt  not  fome  future  Houfeof 
Commons  may  fan&ion  and  regifter  in  either  form. 
But  what  is  the  true,  hiftory  of  this  final  adjuft- 
ment ? — The  Duke  of  Portland  arrived  at  the  feat 
of  his  government  in  the  evening  of  the  14th 
of  April  1782,  during  a  recefs  of  Parliament. 
On  the  1 6th  Parliament  met,  and  a  meffage 
\vas  fent  down-  to  bothHoufes,  in  the   King's 
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p^irie,  to  knpw  the  grounds,  of  difconient  ana 
-  jealoufy  which  then  prevailed  in  Ireland,  and  re- 
Commending  to  Parliament  to  take  them  into  con-< 
fideration.  .  In  anfwer  to  this  meffage,  an  addrels 
was  moved  in  the  Commons,  by  a  very  refpedabld 
country  gentleman,  fuch  as  Became  a'fober  and 
rational  man, — 4C  That-  in  obedience  to  his  Mfcr 
jefty's  moft  gracious  recommendation,  the  Com* 
toons  wotfld  without  dday  take  ih#?  their  cdhtf-. 
deration  the  difcontents  aijd  jealoufies  which  h$ve 
arifen  in  this  kingdorp,  the  c&ufes,  whereof  they 
would  inveftigate  with  air  convenient  difpatch, 
and  humbly  fubmit  to  Ms  Majefty's,  royal  jus- 
tice and  wifdom."     But  the  ardour  of  a  popular 
ftatefmah  could  not  brook  th£difgrace  of  reflec- 
tion, and  an  amendment  to  the  addrefs  was  pioved 
and  voted  by  the  Commons  in  the  fpace    of 
pne^  half  hour,  containing  the  whole  6f  this  final 
adjuftment    on  the  part  of  JrdandV    No   mail 
of  common  Yenfe "  will  believe  that  the    King'* 
piinifters  in  Great    Britain    or   Ireland,    could: 
have?  been   fuch  dupes  and  drivelleVsf  a£  tb  reft 
the  future  connexion  of  the  two  countries  upon 
fuch  a  proceeding.    But  this  no  longer  remains  a' 
queftion  of  inference  or  opinion  ;  the  official  cor* 
refpondence  of  the  Dukp  of   Portland,  lakF  be- 
fore the  British  Houfe  of  Commons  ifr  thelaft' 
feflion  of   Parliament,  cleats  up  the  point  moft 
completely.     Our  addrels  was  voted  on  the  16th 
of  April — and  on  the  .6th  of  May  following \h£ 
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Duke  of    Portland  writes  to    Lord   Shelburne,; 

*c  recommending  to  the  Britiih  Cabinet  conceffion 
of  all  the  points  demanded  by  the  Irifh  addrefc 
fes,"  but  u  ftating  his  perfe&  confidence  in  the 
readinefs  of  the  Irifh  Parliament  toco-operate  in 
the  m6ft  effe&u&l  meafures  either  with  the  King's 
confidential  fervants,  or  by  commiffioriers  to  be 
appointed,  0f  tbfoughthe  medium  of  the  Chief 
Governor;  to  fettle  the  precife  limits  of  the 
independence  which  is  required,  the  confidera- 
tioti  which  fhould  be  given  for  the  prote&ion 
expe&ed,  a!nd  the  proportion  which  it  would  be 
proper  for  them  to  contribute  towards  the  gene- 
ral fupport  of  the  empire ;  in  pmfuance  of  the 
declaration  cbntain&ci.  to  the  concluding  para- 
graph of  their  own  addrefs  5  the  regulation  of 
the  trade  would  make  a  vcfy  neceffary  article 
of  the  treaty."    This  cotftmunicatiob  was  made 

by  the  Duke  of  Portland  before  the  claims  of  Ire^ 
%  land  frere  brough t  into  dffcuffion  in  the  Bririlh  Par- 

c-  liament,  and  plainly  on  the  fafith  of  this  iteprefcn- 

:;  ration  made  to  theBritifh  cabinet,  of  the  readi- 

i  nefs  ori  the  part  of  Ireland  to  fettle  evei*y  queftioft 

of  imperial   policy    or   regulation  vrtrich   might 

thereafter  arife,    the  fubjeft  of  our  ckifcis  were 

a»  *  1 

brought  on  m  the  Britifti  Parliament-,  and  on  th* 
17  th  of  May,  refokitions  of  both- IWiifes  werfc 
agreed  to,  firft,  «  That  thea<ft  of  6  George  & 
for  the  better  fecuring  the  dependency  of  the  king- 
■  dom  of  Irdand  upon  the  CfoVfrn  of  Great  Britain 
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ought  to  be  repealed.5'  And  fecoodly,  "  That  it 
is  indifpenfable  to  the  intereft  and  bappinefs  of  the 
kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  that  the 
connexion  between  them  ihould  be  eftabliftied  by 
mutual  confenton  a  folid  and  permanent  bafis  ;  and 
for  this  purpofe,  both  Hotifes  addrefs  his  "Majefty 
to  defire  that  he  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  take 
fuch  meafures  as  his  Majefty  fhould  in  his  royal 
wifdom  think  moft  conducive  to  the  eftablifhing 
by  mutual  confent,  the  connexion  between  this 
kingdom  and  the  kingd-om  of  Ireland,  upon  a  folid 
and  permanent  bafis." 

The  only  aft  to  be  done  on  the  part  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  Parliament  in  compliance  with  our  addrefs, 
was  the    repeal  of   the  Statute  of  6  George  L 
every  other  article  of  Irifti  grievance  arofe  from 
Irifti  Statutes,  and  therefore  if  the  two^Houfes  of 
the  Britifti  Parliament  could  have,  fuppofed  that 
the  repealof  thefe  Statutes  alone  were  toxronftitutc 
a  final  adjuftment,  or  eftablifli  any  thing, in  the 
fh^pe  pf  fecurity  for  the  connexion  between  the 
two  kingdoms,  they  would  have  flopped  at  their 
refolutions  for  a  repeal  of  the  a&  of  George  ;  but 
in  conformity  with  the  reprefentations  of  the  Duke 
pf  Portland,  thejr  go  on  and  addrefs  his  Majefty. 
For  what  ?— -To  take  fuch  meafures  as  to  his  royal 
wifdom  fhall  feem  meet,  and  may  be  moft  con- 
ducive to  eftablifh  by  mutual  confent  the  connexi- 
on between  the  two  kingdoms  upon  a  folid  and 
permanent  bafis.    That  i$,  "  that  the  king  would 
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be  pleafed  either  by    communications  mack  to 
his  confidential  fervants,  or  through  the  medium 
of  the  chief  governor  of  Ireland,  or  by  commif- 
fioners,  fet  on  foot  a  treaty  between  his  kingdoms 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  to  fettle  the  precife 
limits  of  the  independence  required,  the  confidera- 
tion  to  be  given  for    the   protection  expe&ed,^ 
and  the  proportion  which  it  would  be  proper  for 
Ireland  to  contribute  towards  the  general  fupport  of 
the  empire :  in  purfuance  of  the  declaration  con- 
tained in  the  concluding  paragraph  of  their  own 
addrefs."— -A  treaty  which  the  Duke  of  Portland 
,ftated  as  eflential  to  a  final  adjuftment,  and  in  it- 
felf  fo  evidently  neceffary  to  eftablifh  peace  and 
connexion  between  the  two  countries,  that  he  had 
perfedfc  confidence  in  the  readinefs  of  the  Irifh 
parliament  to  enter  upon  and  conclude  it   on  fair 
and  honourable  terms ;  a  treaty  held  out  to  the 
Britiftx  cabinet,  as  an7  inducement  for  conceflion 
of  all  the  points  demanded  by  the  Irifh  addreffes : 
And  it  is  clear  and  plain  that  fome  members  of  the 
Britifti  cabinet  did,  without  delay*,  apply  them- 
felves  to  draw  out  a  plan  of  fuch  a  treaty.     For 
in  the  fame  correfpondence,  we  find  a  letter  writ- 
ten on  the   20th  of  May  1782,  by  the  Duke  of 

Portland  to  Mr. ,  in  anfwer  to  a  dif- 

patch  received  from  him—"  I  fhould  be  very  glad 
"  to  hear  that  Lord  Charlemont  was  inclined  to 
<c  accede  to  any  part,  or  even  to  the  idea  of  fuch  a 
"  plan  as  you  have  communicated  tome ;  I  fhould 

"  think 
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€\  ihink  it  a  material  ftcp  to  that  fituation  iji  whiclj 
"  it  is  the  clear  intereft  of  both  kingdoms  to  be 
"  placed,  being  convinced  that  what  is  moft  like 
5C  union  is  the  moft  probable  bond  of  con- 
f  nexion  to  reftore  and  perpetuate  the  harmony 
c  and  profperity  of  the  two  countries."  Another 
member  of  the  cabinet,  whofe  title  to  the  repu- 
tation  of  genuine  Englifh  whiggifm  noman  will  de- 
ny, the  late  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  writes  at  the 
fame  time  to  the  fame  effedl.  His  letter  is 
dated  the  25th  of  May — "  The  effential  points 
fc  on  the  part  of  Ireland  jiow  acceded  to, 
*c  will,  I  truft,  eftablifh  a  perfect  cordiality  be- 
€t  tween  the  two  countries,  and  as  there  cannot 
"  now  exift  apy  ground  of  conteft  or  jealoufy 
between  them  on  matters  of  right,  the  only 
obje&left  for  both  will  be  how  finally  to  arrange, 
fettle,  asd  adjuft  all  matters,  whereby  the 
"  union  of  power,  ftrengtb,  and  mutual  and 
"  reciprocal  advantage  will  be  beft  permanently 
"  fixed.— I  obferve  in  Lord  Shelburfce's  letter  to 
"  your  prace  of,  the  18th  of  May,  he  ftates  more 
"  reludance  to  the  idea  of  commiflioners  than  I 
fliould  judge  to  be  the  general  opinion  of  his 
Majefty's  fervahts ;  the  meafure  may  be  doubt- 
Kt  ful ;  but  if  approved  by  the  leading  gentlemen 
u  of  Ireland,  might  be'produfliye-of  much  good/' 
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Here  then  is  damning  proof  of  the  falter 
jbood  and  folly  of  the  affertion,  that  the  tranf- 
a&ions  which  paffed  in  1782,  were  confid«red  as 
final  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. — It  is 

M  f  *  *****  ' 

plain  that  they  were  looked  upon  by  all  parties  as 
leading  only  to  a  future  treaty  for  confolidating 
the  ftrength,  an4  eftablifhing  the  connexion  of 
both  countries  on  a  broad  and  permanent  bafis; 
,  and  no  honeft  and  fenfible  Irifhman  could 'have 
looked  to  the  cqne^ffion?  then,  made  by  Great 
Britain,  in  any  other  point  of  view,  than  the 
advantage  which  Ireland  derived  from  them  in 
enabling  her  to  treat  on  equal  terms ; — and  it  was 
not  until  the  Duke  of  Portland  had  every  reafou 
to  believe  that  fuch  treaty  was  in  a  fair  train  of 
fettlement,  that  he  announced  the  proceedings  of 
the  Britifh  parliament  in  a  fpeech  from  the  throne. 
This  was  done  on  the  27th  of  May — and  on 
the  6th  of  June,  the  Duke  of  Portland  writes 
jo  Lord  Shelburne: — "  I  have  the  beft  reafon  to 
<f  hope  that  I  fhall  foon  be  enabled  to  tranfmit  to 
"  you  the  {ketch  or  outlines  of  an  a£t  of  parlia- 
"  ment  to  be  adopted  by  the  legiflatures  of  the 
"  refpe&ive  kingdoms,  by  which  the  fuperintend- 
ing  power  and  fupremacy  of  Great  Britain  in 
all  matters  of  ftate  and  general  commerce,  will 
*'  be  virtually  and  effedually  acknowledged;  that 
"  a  ihare  of  the  expence  in  carrying  on  a  de- 
f*  fenfive  or  offenfive  war,  either  in  fupport  of 
i '  our  own  dominions,  or  thofe  of  our,  allies,  fhall 
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"  be  borne  by  Ireland  in  proportion  to  the  aflual 
"  ftate  of  her  abilities,  and  that  fhe  will  adopt 
"  every  fuch  regulation  as  may  be  judged  necef- 
"  fary  by  Great  Britain  for  the  better  ordering 
<c  and  fecuring  her  trade  and  commerce  with  fo- 
"  reign  nations,  or  her  own  colonics  aod  depen- 
"  dencies,  confideration  being  duly  had  to  the 
"  circumtf  ances  of  Ireland. — I  am  flattered  wih 
rf  the  moft  pofitive  affurances  from  —  —  — 
"  and  —  of  their  fupport  in  carrying  fuch  a  bill 
through  both  houfes  of  parliament,  and  I  think  it 
moft  advifeable  to  bring  it  to  perfedlion  at  the 
prefent  moment." — And  I  happen  to  know  from 
an|  unofficial  quarter,  that  the  fketch  of  fuch  an 
adl  of  parliament  was  then  drawn — I  know  the 
gentleman  who  framed  it,  and  I  know  from  the 
fame  quarter,  that  blank  and  blank,  and  blank 
and  blank  did  unequivocally  fignify  their  appro- 
bation of  it. 

'  It  may  well  be .  fuppofed  that  this  communi- 
cation was  received  with  the  fatisfa&ion  which  it 
demanded  by  the  Britifh  cabinet.  On  the  9th  of 
June,  Lord  Shelburne  writes  to  the  Duke  of  Port- 
land in  anfwer'  to  his  laft  difpatch : — "  The  con- 
"  tents  of  your  Grace's  letter  of  the  6th  inft.  are 
"  too  important  to  hefitate  about  detaining  the  mef- 
"  fenger,  whilft  I  affure  your  Grace  of  the  fatis- 
"  fa&ion  which  I  know  your  letter  will  give  the 

"King- 
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"  King — I  have  lived  in  the  moft  anxious  ex- 
pedition of  fome  fuch  meafure  offering  itfclf: 
nothing  prevented  my  prefling  it  in  this  dif- 
patch,  except  having  repeatedly  ftated  thejuft 
"  expectations  of  this  country,  I  was  apprehen- 
"  five  of  giving  that  the  air  of  demand,  which 
"would  be.  better  left  to  a  voluntary  fpir  it  of 
"juftice  and  forefight.  No  matter  who  has  the 
*  merit,  let  the  two-  kingdoms  be  one,  which 
"can  only  be  by  Ireland  now  acknowledging* 
"  the  fuperintending  power  and  fupremacy  to  be 
"  where  nature  has  placed  it,  in  precife  and  un- 
"  ambiguous  terms.  I  am  fure  I  need  not  incul- 
"  cate  to  your  Grace,  the  importance  of  words 
"  in  an  ail  which  muft  decide  on  the  happinefs 
"  of  ages,  particularly  in  what  regards  contri- 
"  bution  and  trade,  fubjefts  moft  likely  to  come 
"  into  frequent  queftion." 


<c 


This  bright  profpeft  of  peace  and  happinefs 
was,  however,  very  foon,  clouded  ;  for  on  the  22nd, 
of  June,  the  Duke  of  Portland  writes  to  Lord 
Shelburne  : — "  The  difappointment  and  mortifi- 
cation I  fuffer  by  the  unexpe&ed  change  in 
thofe  difpofitions  which  had  authorized  me  to 
€C  entertain  the  hopes,  I  had  perhaps  too  fangui- 
nary  expreffed  in  my  letter  of  the  6th,  muft 
not  prevent  me  from  acquainting  you,  that  for 
the  prefent  thefe  expe&ations  muft  be  given 
"  up — I  truft  and  am  inclined  to  flatter  myfelf 
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they  are  only  fufpended,  and  that  they  wril  bi 
revived  when  the  temper  of  this  country  has 
recovered  its  ton^J  and  acquired  that  degree 
of  compofure,  which  muft  give  it  the  firmnefs 
*c  necefTafy  for  effe&uating  fo  wife  and  falutary 
*'  a  meafure.  By  the  accounts  of  the  events  of 
4C  thcfe  three  or  four  days,  and  by  the  timidity 
u  and  jealoufy  of  the  firft  people  in  this  country, 
"  it  is  clear  that  any  injudicious  or  offenfive  mea- 
*€  fure  may  be  prevented,  but  that  any  attempt  to' 
€f  conciliate  the  minds  of  this  nation  to  .any  fucft 
44  meafure  as  I  intimated  the  hope  of,- jBottld  at 
cc  this  moment  be  delufive  and  impoffible." 

To  us  who  were  eye*witneffes  of  the-tranfa&ions 
of  that  day,  this'  fudd&i  change  .of  difpofirion  is* 
perfedtly  intelligible.  Mr.  Flood  had  ftarted  hs 
political  curiofity  of  fimple  repeal,  in  the « inter- 
val between  the  time  of  promifed  fupport  of  a 
treaty  for  final  imperial  adjuftment,  and  this 
fuddea  change  of  difpofnion  of  which  the  Dukecf 
Portland  had  fo  -much  *eafon  to  complafin,  he  had 
contrived  to  turn  the  tide  of  popular  clamour 
againft  his  political  rival*-  and  they  tvere  alarmed 
left  in  the  difcuflion  of  the  treaty,  he  might  play 
the  game  againft  them,  which  they  played  in*  1785- 
againft  the  Irifti  nation  5  by  miftatfeg  ar,d  mifre- 
prefenting  it,  as  a  furrender  of  Irifti  dignity  and 
independence,  and  an  infidious  reclamation  by  the 
Britifti  cabinet  of  the  legiflative  authority  of  the 
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^rkilli  Parliament ;  and,  thus  were  thi  peace  and 
happinefs  of  ages,  the  clear  interefts  of  Great 
Britain  and"  Ireland,  and  their  lafting  connexion, 
iacrificed  to  the  timidity  and  jealoufy  of  the  pa- 
triot ftatefmen  of  1782,  or  rather  to  their  corrupt 
iove  of  aflifnfy  arid  precarious  popularity.  Let 
them  have  grace  now  to  hide  their  heads,  and  not 
to  talk  of  final  adjuftrhent.  % 

• »  *        '•  .  . 

But  before  I  difmiffs  this  adjuftment  of  1 782V 
■*  '  *"     *      •  ■  •    •' 

I  lhall  take  leave  to  advert  to  the  defcriptiori 

given  by  the  gentleman  who  is  called  the  father 

df  it,  of  the  fponfors  of  it$  finality ;  it  is  con- 

tained  in  his  valedi&ory  addrefs  to  his  conftitu- 

ents  of  the  metropolis  at  the  expiration  of  the 

Jaft  Parliament.     "  The  greater  part  of  the  Iriflx 

"  Boroughs  were  creations  by  the  Hoiife  of  Stew- 

'*  art,  for  the  avbwed  purpofe  of  Modelling  and 

"  fubverting    the    Parliamentary    conftitution  of 

Ireland  :  thefe  are  underftated  when  they  are 

called  abufes  id  the  conftitution ;    thfcy  w&te 

grofs  and  mpnftfoUs  violations,     rfccfcnt    and 

wicked  innovations,   and  fatal   ufurpations  in 

the  conftitution,  by  Kings  whofe  family  loft 

4C  their  kingdom  for  crimes  lefs  deadly  to  freedom* 

lt  and  who  in  their  Star  chamber  tyranny,  in  their 

"  court  of  high  commiflion,  in  their  Ship  moneys 

4S  or  in  their  difpenfing  power,  did  not  commit  an 

*'  a£l  fo  diabolical  in  intention,  fo  mortalin  prin- 

*"  ciple,  or  fo  radically  fubvcrfiveof  the  fundi- 
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ic  mental  rights  of  the  realm,  as  the  fabrication 
"  of  Boroughs ;  which  is  the  fabrication  of  a 
u  court  Parliament,  and  the  exclufion  of  a  con- 
"  ftitutional  commons,  and  which  is  a  fubverfiori 
u  not  of  the  fundamental  laws  but  of  the  conftitu- 
<<r  tional  law-giver ;  you  banifh  that  family  for 
"  other  a&s,  but  you  retain  that  aft  by  which 
"  you  have  baniftied  the  cortimons.  The  birtn 
of  the  Borough'  inundation  was  the  deftrudlion 
of  liberty  and  property.  James  the  I.  who 
made  that  inundation,'  by  that  means  deftroyed 
the  titles  of  his  IrHh  fubjeds  to  their  lands ;  thfc 
robbery  of  his  liberty  itfas  followed  by  th£ 
robbery  of  his  property.  This  King  had  an 
inftrument  more  fubtfle  and  more  pliable  than 
the  fword,  and  againft  the  liberty*  of  the  fub- 
je&  more  cold  and  deadly,  a  court  inftrumenf, 
that  palls  itfelf  in  the  covering  of  the  conftituti- 
on,  and  in  her  own  colours  and  in  her  name, 
*  plants  the  dagger,— a  Borotigk  Parliament.  This 
fabric  of  Borpqghs  like  a  regal  pandemonium, 
conftitmes  a  regal  Houfe  of  Commons."  It  is 
not  a  little  Angular  that  this  Gentleman  has  ac- 
cepted a  gift  of  fifty  thoufand  pounds  from  this 
feme  regal  pandemonium  ;  and  it  is  to  be  hope8 
that  if  his  benefactors  have  merited  one  -tenth  <£f 
hip  malediftions,  be  will  have  the  juftice  to  bring 
back  the  gift,  principal  and  intereft,  into  the  Ex- 
chequer. I  am  almoft  alhamed  to  dwell  upoh 
this  topic  of  final  adjuftmenr,  and  {hall  refer  tfie 
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jtjfpufe  only  to  the  comment  of  one  other  of  the 
.parties  to  it.  Mr-  Fox,  a  leading  member  of  the 
Britifh  cabinet  in    1782,    on  the  22nd  of  June 
1785,  in  one  of  his  fpeeches  againft  the  commer- 
cial propofitions,  he  declares,    that  no  commer* 
cial  regulation  had  ibeen  intended  by  the  admini- 
ftration  of  1782/inpropofing  the  fecond  refolu- 
tion  on  the  Irifti  addrefs ;  "  there  were,  he  faid, 
"  at  that. time  qejtainly  fome  regulations  wanting 
"  between  the  two  countries* /yvhich  were  to  extend 
"  to  political  objefts  alone,  and  not  to  commercial, 
"  they  went  toeftablifh  what  was  much  wanted, 
fomcthing  tq  replace  that  power,  which  in  their 
ftruggles  for  independence,  the  Irifh  had  iio- 
"  prudently  infilled    on  having   abplifhed,    and 
which  he  had  given  up,  in  compliance  with, 
the  ftrong  current  of  prejudice  of  that  nation, 
tho"  with  a  rcludlance  which  /lothing  but  ivrcr 
<c  fiftible  neceflity  cpuld  have  .overcome ;    the 
"  power  which  he  wilhed  to  have  feen  replaced, 
€C  was  that  which  had  fo  often  been  of  late  undex 
"  difcufliqn  in  the  Parliament,  and  which   had 
,  been  varioufly  termed,   fometimes  called  com- 
mercial^ at  other  times  externa],  ,and  frequent- 
ly imperial  legjflation.     That  power  being  pre- 
cipitately  abolifhed,  fome  fuccedaneum  fhould 
"  be  found  for  it,  for  withoyt  one  general  fuperin- 
"  pending  authQrity,  .to  embrace  and  comprehend  . 
<c  the  whole  fyftem  of  the  navigation  of  the  empire, 
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c5  it  muft  neceffarily  happen  that  much  confufiojt 
"  and  great  inconvenience  will  take  place." 

But  let  nje  admit,  in  contradi&ion  to  thefe 
damning  proofs,  that  this  was  confidered  by  both 
countries  as  a  final  adjiiftment.  If  pra&ice  and 
experience  have  proved  that  it  has  fowed  the  feed* 
of  ceafelefs  contention  and  periodical  rebellion,  is 
there  a  principle  of  found  policy  or  common  fenfe 
to  preclude  a  revifion  of  it  ? 

Waving  for  a  moment  the  dignity  and  4nde- 
pendence  of  imperial  Ireland,  let  us  fee  how  her 
government  in  its  prefent  ftate  of  connexion  with 
Great  Britain  muft  te  adriiiniftered.  We  admit 
the  dependence  of  the  Crown  of  Ireland  upon  th$ 

Crown  of  Great  Britain,  but  there  is  a  diftinft 

_  >  .  « 

Parliament  in  each  country,  exercifing  all  legifla- 
tive  funftions  without  reftridlion  ;  the  unity  and 
dependence  -  of  our  executive  is  unqueflioned, 
but  all  Legiflative  authority  in  either  country 
is  denied  to  '  the  other,  not  only  in  muni- 
cipal regulations,  but  in  every  branch  of  impe- 
rial policy,  whether  of  trade  and  navigation, 
of  peace  and  war,  of  revenue,  or  of  the  execu- 
tive government,  when  it  may  happen  to  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Regency.  Between  two  countries 
equal  in  power,  ftich  a  connexion  could  not  fub- 
fill  for  one  hour,  and  therefore,  its  exifteuce  muft 
depend  upon  the  admitted  inferiority  and  mafked 
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Subordination  of  one  of  them.  Ireland  is  that 
-Inferior  country,  and  call  her  conftitution  inde- 
pendent or  dignified,  or  by  any  other  high  found- 
ing title  in  the  Irifti  Vocabulary,  her's  muft  be 
a  provincial  government,  and  of  the  worft  de- 
scription; a  government  maintained,  not  by  the 
avowed  exercife  of  legitimate  authority,  but  by' 
a  permanent  and"  commanding  influence  of  the 
Englifh  executive  in  the  councils  of  Ireland,  as 
a  neceffary  fubftitute  for  it.  In  the  prefent  ftate 
of  connexion  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
there  can  be  no  other  bond  of  their  Union.  If 
there  be  not  an  implicit  concurrence  by  Ireland, 
in  every  imperial  a£l  of  the  Crown,  which  has 
the  fan&ion  of  the  Britifh  Parliament,  and  ia 
every  article  of  Britifh  Legiflation  uppn  impqri- 
al  fubjedts,  there  is  an  end  of  your  connexion 
iwith  the  Britifh  nation ;  and  I  repeat,  that  the  on- 
ly fecurity  which  can  by  poffibility  exift  for  this  . 
national  concurrence,  is  a  permanent  and  com- 
znanding  influence  of  the  Englifh  executive  or 
rather  of  the  Englifh  cabinet,  in  the  councils  of 
Iceland.  Such  a  connexion  is  formed,  not  for 
imutual  ftrength  and  fecurity,  but  for  mutual  de- 
bility,— it  is  a  connexion  of  diftinft  minds  and 
<3iftin&  interefts,  generating  national  difcontent 
and  jealoufy,  and  perpetuating  fadion  and  nrif- 
government  in  the  inferior  country*  The  'firft 
obvious  difadvanfage  to  Ireland  is,  that  in  every 
department  of  the  fiate,  every  other  confidera-' 
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tion  muft  yield  to  Parliamentary  power ;  let  the 
xnifcondudi  of  any  public  officer  be  what  it  may, 
if  he  is  fupported  by  a  powerful  Parliamentary  in* 
tereft  he  is  too  ftrong  for  the  King's  reprefentative. 
A  majority  ia  the  parliament  of   Great  Britain, 
will  defeat  the  minifter  of  the  dav ;  but  a  ma- 
jority  in   the  parliament  of  Ireland  againft  the 
king's  government,    goes  direfily  to  feparate  this 
kingdom  from  the  Britifh  crown ;  if  it  continues,  • 
feperation  or  war  is  the  inevitable  iffue-and  there-  • 
fore  it  is,  that  the  general  executive  of  the  em- 
pire, To  far  as  is  eflentiat   to  retain  Ireland  as  a 
member  of  it,  is  completely  at  the  mercy  of  the 
Irifh  parliament :  and  it  is  vain  to  expeft,  fo  long 
as  man  continues  to  be  a  creature  of  paflion  and 
ititereft,  that  he  will  not  avail  himfelf  of  the  cri- 
tical and  difficult  fituation,  in  which  the  executive 
government  of  this  kingdom   muft  ever  remain,  ; 
under  its  prefent   conflitution,  to  demand  the  fa- 
vours of  the  Crown,  not  as  the  reward  of  loyalty 
and  fervice,  but  as  the  (Hpulated  price,  to  be  paid  * 
in  advance,  for  the  difcharge  of  a  public  duty. — 
Every  unprincipled  and  noify  adventurer  who  can 
atcheive  the  means  of  putting  himfelf  forward, 
commences  his  political  career  ^n  an  avowed 
fpeculation    of     profit    and    lo fs,    and    if   he 
fails    to  negociate    his  political  job,    will   en- 
deavour to  extort    it  by  fadtion    and  feditiqn, 
and    with  unblufhing  effrontery,    to  faften    his 
own  corruption  on  the  King's  Minifters. — En- 
glifh  influence  is    the  inexhauftible  theme   for 
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popular  irritation  and  diftruft  of  every  fa&x* 
ous  and  di (contented  man  who  fails  in  the  ftrugglfc 
to  make  himfelf  the  neceffary  inftrument  of 
it. — Am  I  then  juftified,  in  dating  that  oqr  pre- 
fent  connexion  with  Great '  Britain,  is  in  its 
nature  formed  for  mutual  debility;  that  it  muft 
continue  to  generate  national  difcontent  and  jea* 
ioufy,  and  perpetuate  fa&ion  and  mifgovefnment 
in  Ireland  ?  I  will  now  flate  with  equal  confidence 
that  our  prefent  connexion  is  formed  for  periodical 
Irifti  rebellions  fo  often  as  Great  Britain  is  ea* 
gaged  in  a  foreign  war. 

It  is  a  fe£t  of  public  notoriety  that  on  ttie  ac- 
knowledgment of  Irifh  independence  in   1782, 
the  firft  Hep  taken  by  forfie  gentlemen  'of  this 
country,  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  confider- 
s  ing  the  Irifti  nation  as  their  political  inheritance, 
was  to  make  it  a  muniment  df  their  tide,  by  form- 
ing a  political  confederacy  bffenfive  and  defenfive 
in  both  countries.     The  balls  of  this  alliance  was, 
mutual  engagement  to  play  the  independence  of 
Ireland  againft  their  political  antagonists  when- 
ever they  happened  to  occupy  the  feat  of  power; 
and  if  I  am  to  judge  by  the  condu&  of  the  par- 
ties principally  concerned  up  to  this  hour,  to  fo- 
ment   turbulence    and    fa&ion  in  Ireland  even 
to  open  rebellion,  if  it  fhould  be  found  necef- 
fary to  the  removal  of  an  obnoxious  Britifti  ad- 
ininiftration. — In  profecution  of  this  very  laud- 
able 
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able  fyftem,  it  ^became  an  effential  bbjcd  of  \lA 
,  confederacy  to  guard  againft  any  fettlement  b^- 
1  tween  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  which  might 
cut  off  the  moft  obvious  fources  of  mutual  jea- 
Joufy  and  difcoritent,  and  the  addrefs  with  which 
this. was £ffe&ed  in  1785^  will  remaina  memorable 
example  of  the  virtues  and  talents  of  gentlemen, 
who  had  the  merit  of  baffling  the  commercial 
.treaty  of  that  day.     The  principal  articles  of  it 
tad  been  firft  propofed  in  the  Irifh  parliament, 
and  fent  over  to  Great  Britain  for  the  concurrence 
of  the  parliament  of  that  country.    The  Britifji 
merchants  and  manufa&urers  inftantly  took  the 
alarm.     They  crowded  to  the  bar  of  the  Britifh 
Houfe  of  Commons  with  petitions  againft   the 
Irifh  propofitibns,  as  calculated  to  transfer  the 
health  and  induftry  and  population  of  Great  Bri-~ 
tain  to  this  country.     Parliament  however  had 
wifdom  and  firmnefs  to  withftand  this  ground- 
lefs  clamour,  and  the  propofitions  fent  from  Ire~ 
land,  were  in  fubftance  agreed  to.     One  article  of 
.  fhe  treaty  was,  that  the  precarious  grant  to  Ire* 
land  in  1779,  °f  a  right  to  trade  With  the  Bri- 
tifh colonies  and  plantations  fhould  be  confirmed 
and  made  perpetual.    And  in  the  courfe  of  debate 
it    was  obje&ed,  and    with  great  reafon,    that 
Ireland    being  an  independent    kingdom,    then* 
w as  no  fecurity  for  her  adopting '  the  regulations 
made  by  Great  Britain*,  of  bfc*  trade  and  navi- 
gation 
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Ration  with  thefe  fame  colonics  arid  plantations. 
To  obviate  this  obje&ion  an  article  was  propofed 
by  Great   Britain  for   our  adoption,  ftipulating 
that  fo  long  as  Ireland  continued  to  trade  with 
the  Britifli  colonies  and  plantations,  fhe  would  * 
adopt  the  regulations  of  trade  and  navigation 
impofed  by  the   Britifli    parliament  on  Britifti 
ftibje&s   in    carrying  on  the    fame   trade,   and 
that  whenever  Ireland  did  not  chufe  fo  to  do, 
for  fo  much    the    treaty  ihould  be   at  an  end 
— inftantly  the    members    in    the    Britiih  par- 
liament who  had  theretofore  oppofed  the  treaty  as 
being  exclufively  beneficial  to  this  country,  fhift- 
ed     their  ground,    they     became    the    loudeft 
champions  of  Irifli   independence,  and  refilled 
this  article,  of  which  they  were  in  eflfed  the  au- 
thors, .  as  an  infringement  of  our   recently  ac- 
quired free  conftitution,  and  an  infidious  attempt 
to  reclaim  the  legiflative    fupremacy  of   Great 
Britain. 

I  have  been  informed  from  authority  whrch  I 
cannot  doubt,  that  this  curiofity  was  ftruclc  out  by 
a  gentleman  of  diftinguifhed  ability,  a  native  of 
this  country,  who  has  long  been  a  member  of  the 
Britiih  Houfe  of  Commons;  and  that  when  he 
firft  ftated  it  to  the  party  with  whom  he  a&ed, 
they  reprobated  the  deception  as  too  grofs  even  for 
Irifli  dupery.  He  told  them,  "  I  know  my  coun. 
trymen,  and  be  affured  they  will  f wallow  the  bait." 

H  The 


/ 


5°'. 

The    event   has    fully  eftablifhed   his    fagacity 
and  intimate    knowledge  of  his    countrymen ; 
the  Irifh  gudgeon  did  fwallow  the  bait,   plain 
and  palpable  as  it  was. — Perifh  the  Empire — live 
the  Conftitution  !  was  the  theme  of  Irifh  dignity 
of  that  day;  a  fpecies  of  furvivorfhip  not  altoge- 
ther intelligible  to  a  man  of  plain  underftand- 
ing ;  but  the  jargon  was  received  with  general 
and  enthufiaftic  acclamation,    as  a  fublime  effu- 
fion  of  Irifh  eloquence,  and  unanfwerable  proof 
of  Britilh  duplicity.     Will  any  man  be  fbund  at 
this  day  to  believe,  that  the  forward  cbara&ers 
in  this  Irifh  farce  were  cluped  by  their  Britifh 
connexions  ?     No.     The  folid  interefts  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,    and  the  fair  foundation  of 
their  permanent  connexion  were  facrificed  on  the 
altar  of  fadlion  ;  and  in  lefs  than  three  years  from 
the  period  of  boafted  final  adjuftment,  did  impe- 
rial Ireland  come  to  a  breach  with  the  Britifh  na- 
tion on  the  important  imperial  queftion  of  trade 
and  navigation.   .Within  the  next  four  years  a  new 
imperial  queftion  arofe,  the  moft  critical  and  im- 
portant which  could  have  come  into  difcuflion  ;  a 
queftion  of  the  identity  of  the  executive  power ; 
and  here  again  imperial  Ireland  came  to  a  breach 
with  the  Britifh  nation,  marked  by  virulent  hofti- 
lity.     It  had  pleafed  God  to  afili&  our  good  and 
beloved  King  with  a  malady,  which  induced  a 
momentary  difabilify  in  the  perfonal  exercife  of  his 
royal  fun&ion*.    The  Parliament  of  Great  Britain, 

to 
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to  whom  this  great  public  calamity  was  announced 
almoft  immediately  after  it  had  been  vifited  on  the 
British  empire,  proceeded  with  becoming  delibe- 
ration  to  provide  for  the  exercife  of  the  royal 
fun&ions,  during  their  fufpenfion  in  the  perfon  of 
the  Sovereign ;  and  whilft  their  deliberations  de- 
pended,  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  met.     I  was 
then  a  member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,   and 
fpeak  now  from  my  knowledge  of  their  proceed- 
ing.    On  the  5th  of  February,  1 789,  this  calamity 
was  announced  to  the  Lords  and  Commons,  by  the 
Marquis  of  Buckingham,  in  a  fpeech  from  the 
throne ;  and  on  the  next  day  many  voluminous 
documents  explaining  the  nature  and  extent  of  it, 
were  by  his  command  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,     It  was  propofed,  that  an 
interval  of  ten' days  fhould  be  allowed  for  confide- 
iption  ;    and  that  the  Houfe  fhould  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  on  the  16th  of  February,  to  take 
into  confideration  the  ftate  of  the  nation.     This 
proportion,  however,  was  negatived  by  a  majo- 
rity nearly  of  fifty,  and  nhe  committee  was  or- 
dered to  fit  on  the    nth.      The  documents  on 
which  they  profeffed  to  ground  their  deliberations, 
were  printed  by  order,  and  were  delivered  to  the 
members  wet  from  the  prefs,  as  they  entered  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  on    the   nth,    the  day  on 
which  the  committee  fat.     I  preffed  in  vain  for 
an  adjournment  even  of  otie  day,  that  fome  ap- 
pearance of  decency  might  be  kept  up  upon  a  fub- 
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je&  fo  ferious  and  folemn  ;  and  being  overruled, 
I  defired,  that  the  printed  documeijt^  might  be 
read  by  the  clerk  of  the  committee  at  the  |able. 
•    This  could  not  be  refufed,  but  fuch  was  the  noife 
and  confafion  that  prevailed  when  he  fet  about  to 
read  the  evidence  on  whfch  the  deliberations  of 
the  Britifli  parliament  were  at  that  moment  en- 
gaged, that  I  gave  it  up,  and  the  committee  pro- 
ceeded to  fettle  this  momentous  queftion,  without 
a  tittle  of  evidence  before  them,  on  which  they 
could  be  fuppofed  to  found  a  parliamentary  pro- 
ceeding.     Before    their  adjournment,    however, 
they  came    to   two  refolutions ;— Firft^  that  the 
perfonal  exercife  of  the  royal  authority  was  inter- 
rupted for  theprefent,  by  his  Majefty's  indifpofi- 
tion  :    And  fecond,  that  an  humble  addrefs  fhould 
.  be  prefented  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of 
Wales  to  requeft  of  him  to  take  upon  himfelf  the 
government  of  this  kingdom,  during  his  Majefty's 
-  indifpofition,  under  the  ftile  and  title  of  Prince 
Regent  of  Ireland.     The  committee  made  their 
report  the  fame  night ;  and  it  was  inftantly  re- 
ceived and  agreed  to.     The  next  day  the  addrefs 
was  voted  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  fent 
up  to  the  Lords  for  their  concurrence ;  and  thus 

within  fix  days  from  the  time  when  this  moft  mo- 
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mentous  queftion  was  firft  fubmitted  to  the  Com- 
mons of  Irelan,d,  did  they  difpofe  of  it,  without 
a  femblance  of  decency  or  deliberation,  and  in 
direft  violation  of  the  law.  The  addrefs  under- 
went 
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went  fome  flight  alteration  in  this  Houfe,  and  was 
broaght  up  to  the  King's  Reprefentative  on  the 
1 8th  of  February  by  both  Houfes,  for  tranfmiflion 
to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales.  When 
Lord  Buckingham  informed  tbem,  "  that  under 
the  itnpreflions  which  he  felt  of  public  duty,-  and 
of  the  oath  of  office  he  had  taken,  he  was  obliged 
to  decline  tranfmining  their '  addrefs  into  Great 
Britain,  not  conceiving  himfelf  warranted  to  lay 
before  the  Prince  of  Wales  an  addrefs  purporting 
to  inveft  his  Royal  Highnefs  with  powers  to  take 
upon  him  the  government  of  this  realm>  before 
he  flialfby  law  be  enabled  fo .  to  do,"  the  Com- 
mons were  pleafed  to  take  fire  at  this  refufal, 
which  they  treated  as  an  infult  to  their  dignity, 
and  proceeded  to  affert  it,  by  feleding  four  very 
*  worthy  gentlemen  as  parliamentary  commiffioners 
for  prefenting  their  addrefs,  who  on  their  arrival 
at  the  city  of  London,  found  they  were  bearers  of 
a  fool's  meffage,  and  by  voting  what  they  called  a 
ccnfure  on  the  King's  Reprefentative ;  but  what 
I  ihali    always  confider  as  a  very    honourable 
mark  of  diftin&ion  for  not  facrificing  his  allegi- 
ance, and  violating  his  oath  of  office  in    com- 
pjimeqt    to    their    paffion  and    folly,   they   re- 
folved   "  that  in  addreffing  his  Rdyal  tiighnefc 
the  Prince  of  Wales  to  take  ijpon  him  the  govern- 
ment of  this  country,  the  Lords  and  Commons 
of  Ireland  hav£  exercifed  an  undoubted  right,  and 
difcharged  an  indifpenfable  duty,  to  which  they 
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only  4are  competent.'*  And  further,  that  his  Ex-' 
cellency's  anfwfcr  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  is 
ill-advifed,  contains  an  unwarranted  and  -.jiiconfti- 
tutional  cenfure  on  the  proceediugs  of  both  Houfes 
of  Parliament,  and  attempts  to  queftion  the  un- 
doubted rights  and  privileges  of  the  Lords  and 
Commons  of  Ireland.  It  fo  happened,  that  the 
Lord  Lieutenant's  Secretary  received  his  difpatches 
1  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons*  during  the  fenfible  and 
temperate  debate  upon  thefc  refolutions  ;  and  the 
King's  coovalefcence  was  announced  in  the  Lon- 

don  Gazette,  under  the  authority  of  Do&or  War- 
ren, who  was  not  themoft  fanguine  of  his  Majefty's 
phyficians,  as  having  taken  place,  on  the  nth  of 
February,  the  day  on  which  the  Iriftx  Houfe  of 
Commons  bad  voted  the  fufpenfion  of  his  royal 
fundlions ;  and  when  I  fhewed  this  Gazette  to  the 
gentlemen  who  then'compofed  the  Iriftx  govern- 
ment, with  a  recommendation  to  them  at  leaft  to 
fufpendthe  mrflion  of  their  commiflioners,  I  have 
a  perfeft  recolle&ion,  that  feme  of  them  accufed 
me  of  producing  a  forged  Gazette. 

s  '  x 

Let  me  appfeal  to  every  fober  member  of  the 
community,  whether  this  country  can  ever  reco- 
ver this  fhock  to  her  fecurity,  under  the  prefent 
form  of  her  connexion*  You  have  here  recorded 
on  the  Journals  of  Parliament  a  broad  precedent 
for  feparation.     Nay,  if  the  proceediugs  of  the 
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Infh  Parliament  cin  be  fuppofed  to  have  any  thing 
of  validity  in  them,  yoa  were  for  fome  weeks  in  a 
ftate  of  a&ual  fep^ration  from  Great  Britain.  I 
can  affert  with  perfeft  confidence,  that  for  feveral 
weeks  the  authority  of  the  Britiftf  crown  was  not 
acknowledged  in  Ireland. 

The  authors  of    this  enormity  affert,  in    ex- 
tenuation of  their  condudt,  that  their  choice  fell 
upon  the  fame  perfonage  whom  it  was  known 
the  Britifh  parliament,  would  of  neceffity,  look 
to  in  theexifting  emergency;  but  if  Ireland  has 
'  a  choice,  the  principle  of  feparation  is  eftablifh- 
ed,  and  the  principle  not  only  ftands  broadly  afc 
farted  oji  the  Journal  of  Parliament,  but  has  been 
a^ed  upon  by  two  branches  of  the  legiflature. — 
If  Ireland  has  a  choice  of  her  Regency  during 
any  fortuitous  incapacity  attached  to  the  Crown* 
that  choice  may  fall  hereafter,  on  a  French, or 
an  Irifh  Conful ;  and  when  we  look  at  the  fur- 
ther extravagancies  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
in   1789,  it  is  by  no  means  an  impoflible  event. 
The  fupplies  for  that  year  had  been  voted  incom- 
mittee  for   the  ordinary  period,  to  the   25th  of 
March  1790;  but  before  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittees of  fupply  and  ways  and  means,  his  Ma- 
jelly's  recovery  was  announced ;  the  P^lutiny  Bill 
had  alfo  been  agreed  to  in  the  committee  for  the 
ordinary  term  of  one  year ;  and  what  was  the  of- 
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feririg  of  duty  by  the  Irifh.  Commons  to  greet 
their  Sovereign  on  his  recovery  ?  a  fliuted  bill 
of  fupply>    and  a  ftinted  mutiny  bill.    So  long 
as  the  felf-crfcated  government  confidered  itfelf 
*ftabliftied>  the -chiefs  who  compofed  it    were 
trilling  to  accept  the  fupplies  and  maintain  the 
army  ;  but  the  moment  they  found  their  fovereiga 
reftored  to  hi6  people,  they  ftinted  the  fupply  to 
two  months*  and  ftinted  the  mutiny  bill  to  the 
feme  period ;   and  this  was  done  by  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  in  confequence  of  the  King's  reco- 
very ;  the  refolutions  of  the  committee  of  fupply 
were  altered,  as  was  the  mutiny  bill,  on  the  je- 
port,  for  the  avowed  purpofe  of  controuling  the 
Crown  in  the  juft  exercife  of  its  vital  preroga- 
tives* Let  the  people  of  Ireland  who  are  taught 
to  look  with  abhorrence  on.  the  parliament  o( 
Great  Britain,  contraft  this  proceeding  with  the 
conduft  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  change 
'  which  took  place  in  the  adminiftration  in  1783. 
The  minifters,  who  had  been  juft  put  out  of  office, 
had  a  decided  majority  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons ;  was  any  man  found  in  the  Britifh  parlia- 
ment, to  make  a  propofuion  to  withhold  or  ftint 
fhc  fupplies  ?    no— in  the  warmth  of  political 
animoiky  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  felt  their 
paramount  duty  to  the  Britilh  nation'.    In  Ireland 
the  peace  and  honour  of  the  kingdom  were  facri- 
ficed  without  feeling  or  remorfe  to  vindi&ive  am-" 
buioa  and  rapacity;  and  to  the  fcandal  and  dif- 
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grace  of  the  Irifli  riatiou,    the  authors  pf"  thefe 
enormities  long  efcaped  public  and  general  repro- 
bation ;  but  the  influence  of  the  I  rifh  precedent 
on  our  connexion  with  the  Britifh  Grown,  never 
can  be  repaired,  and  when  looked  to  in  the  full 
exient  of  its  mifchief,  ought  to  make,  e,very  fpber 
man  in  the   community  fhudder  for  bis  fafety; 
under    the  exiftiag  conftitution.    The  bond  of 
Union>  if  it  exifts,  arifes  from  two  Irifh  ftatutes — 
the  Ad  of,  Annexation  of  Henry  VIII.  and  the 
A&  of  Recognition  of  William  and  Mary— one 
an  A&  of  the  Colonial  Parliament,  the  other  an 
Adt  of  the  Borough  Parliament,  or  in  the  phrafe 
of   Revolution,    of  .  t\ie    Regal    Pandemonium. 
Is  it  even  ^n  improbable  event,  that  in  fome  future 
conyulfion  of  party,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  may 
be  perfuaded  to  think,  as  the  City  of  Dublin  has 
Jbeen  tutored,,  that  the  dependence  of  our  execu- 
tive on  the  Britifh  Crown  is  the  worft  condition 
of  flavery  ?■ — c<  That  in  the  legiflative  ufurpaticn 
"  of  the  Britifh  parliament,  the  greatncfs  of  the 
tyrant  qualified  the.  condition  of  the  flave,  but 
that  by  their  dependence  on  the  Britifti  Cr£wn> 
"  the  people  are  proftrate  to  the  legiflative  ufur- 
c*  patiori    of  ;  another  body,   a    Britifh  cabinet, 
"  a  humiliated  and  a  tame  tyrant  ?"  And  is  it  an 
improbable  event  that,  to*fhake  off  this  tyranny, 
a  Bill  of  Repeal  of i  the  Adts  of  Annexation  and 
Recognition*  making. a  diftinft  fettlementof  the 
Irifli  Crown  oh  the  Houfe  of  Hanover,  -  may  ccme 
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up  16   this  Hbtife  in  a  fllture    parliament,    at- 
tended by    a    ftkued    Bill  of    Supply    and    a 
ftiiited    Mutiny   Bill?     Every  argument  ia  fa- 
v6ur  of  irifh  dignity  and  independence  which 
prevailed  in  the  appointment  of  an  Irifh  Regency 
in  1789,  will  apply  with  equal  force  to  a  diftitift 
fettlemint  of  the  Irifh  Crown,  and  the  obje&ion 
of  feparatlob  will  be  anfwered  by  th£  Irifti  fettle- 
meiit  of  thfc  Crown,  upon  the  augtift  and  illuf. 
trioufc  Itoufe  of  the  Britifti  monarch.    If  I  am  told 
that  the  good  feafe  and  diferetion  of  any  future 
ftoiife  of  Commons,  will  afford  full  piote&ion 
againft  fuch  an  extra vfrgabcfe,  I  will  anfwer,  tne 
prfeceddht  of  1789  ha*  taught  me  to  appreciate 
the  fectirity.    I  make  no  fcmple  to  avow,  that 
When  I  lbbkback  to  the  Events  of  the  lift  twenty 
yfears,  t  &ould  feel  moft  happy  to  commit  my 
country  to  th£  fober  difcreti&n  of  the  Britifti  par- 
Kataent,  even  th6ugh  we  had  hot  a  Jingle  rcpre- 
Ifebtatitffe  in  it.     Let  the  peopte  of  Great  Britain 
be  taiight  to  ufaderftand  thte  Jblid  ititerefls  of  Ire- 
land* and  I  have  no  fear  that  they  will  not  at- 
tfctfd  to  them. 

It  might  reasonably  have  been  expeSted  that 
the  gentlemen  who  took  upon  them  the  office 
of  Minlfters  of  the  Irifh  people  in  i?&2>  and  bow 
affert  the  final  adjustment  of  oodilkutional  quefc 
lions  at  that  period,  Would  haute  exeicifed  their 
ftofttons  with  fidelity,  and  definitively  have 
fettled  the  government  of  the  country  ;  but  on  the 
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difmiflion  of  fofiie  of  them  from  the  King's  fervktf 
after  his  Majefty's  recoyery,  a  new  GOjifthwuMia} 
budget  was  produced*  Whcp.  ths  opn§d§n(ci  of 
the  Crown  was  withdrawn  frpm  tfrefe  gentUpvefr, 
their  perception  was  fhfrpeped,  agd  %  fecpud 
conftkutipnal  project  was  brought  fofftrawj,  PQt 
compofed  of  the  prefent  eflfentiajs  of  Ijibf  *ty, 
Reform,  and  Emancipation,  Jput  ivhat  the  party 
called  the  internal  reform  of  the  Hpufe  of  Cpjftt- 
mon$,  the  perfect  a|Timilatiop  of  the  Irifh  to  the 
Engliih  constitution.  The  njeaps  to  *tt£i#  jhjs  der 
Arable  end  were  fpecificajly  ftated— a  limit^atiop  of 
the  peufiop  lift— ^an  exclufion  of  penfioners  from 
the  Houfe  of  Commons-*-;*  reftri&ipn  of  place- 
men who  flxould  fit  there—*  refpgnfihility  for  the 
receipt  and  iffue  of  the  public  treafune  :  gnd  the 
better  to  efle&uate  thefe  great  national  objeds  fi 
Whig  Club  was  announced  in  a  pianifefto  ^ed 
*nd counterfigned,  charging  the  BritiCh  govern- 
ment, as  James  I.  hasfince  besen  charged,  with 
a  deliberate  and  fyftematic  intention  of  fapping 
the  liberties  and  fubyemug  the  parliament  of 
Ireland*  All  perfons  of  congenial  cfaara&er 
and  fentimeat  were  invited  to  range  under  the 
Whig  banner,  for  the  eftabliftiment  and  pro- 
.  te^lion  <of  the  Irifti  conftkution  on  the  model  of 
the  Revolution  of  1688  ;  and  under  this  banner 
was  ranged  fu.ch  a  motley  colled  ion  of  congenial 
characters,  as  never  before  were  affetnbicd  for 
.  the  reformation  of  the  ftate.    Mr.  Napper  Tandy 
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was  received  by  acclamation,  as  a  ftatefman  too 
important  and  illuftrious  to  be  committed  to  the 
hazard  of  a  ballot.  Mr.  Hamilton  Rowan  alfo 
repaired  to  the  Whig  banner.  Unfcrtunately  the 
political  career  of  thefe  gentlemen  4ias  beeft  ar- 
retted—Mr.  Tandy's  by  an  attainder  of  felony, 
'and  an  attainder  of  treafon ;  Mr.  Hamil- 
ton  Rowan's  by  an  attainder  of  treafon;  The 
Whig  Secretary,  if  he  does  not  ftand  in  the  fame 
predicament,  is  now  a  prifoner  at  the  mercy  of 
the  Crown,  on  his  own  adjniffion  of  his  trea- 
fons ;  and  if  I  do  not  miftake,  the  whole  fociety  of 
Irifli  Whigs  have  been  admitted,  ad  eundemy  by 
their  Whig  brethren  of  England.  In  the  fury  of 
political  refentment,  fome  noblemen  and  gentle, 
men  of  the  firft '  rank  in  this  country,  ftooped  to 
affociate  with  the  refufe  of  the  community,  men 
•whofe'  principles  they  then  held  in  abhorrence, 
and  whofe  manners  and  deportment  muft  al- 
ways   have    excited     their    difguft. 

Unfortunately  for  the  caufeof  difcontent,  the  fer- 
vants  of  the  crown  in  both  countries  outbid  the 
Whigs  of  1789  in  conceflion ;  a  Place  Bill  and  a 
Penfion  Bill  were  agreed  to;  the  office  of  High 
Treafurer  was  put  into  commiflion  ;  and  the  Bri- 
tifh  Parliament  repealed  the  aft,  by  which  Brififh 
'ports  were  ihut  againft  the  importation  of  articles 
the  growth  or  produce  of  the  Britilh  plantations 
from  Ireland  ;  and  perhaps  a  frefti  fupply  of  griev- 
ances might  have  been  wanting  to  meet  thefe  con* 

ceffions, 


6 1 


»  •  ►  ■ 

ceflionst  if  an  improvement  had  not  been  made 
on  the  Whig  inftitution,  by  an  avowed  Jacobiii 
fociety,  who  affnmed  the  title  of  United  Irifhmeri; 
and  to  this  fociety  we  are  indebted  for  the  mo- 
dern effentials  of  Liberty,  Parliamentary  Reform, 
and  Catholic '  Emancipation  \  topics  firft  in- 
vented for  rebellion,  and  fince  warmly  taken  up 
by  fome  gentlemen  who  have  contrived  to  idenT 
tify  their  principles  with  the  caufe,  without  ex- 
pofing  their  perfons  to  the  dangers  of  treafon. 

With  refpe&to  the  old  code  of  the  Popery  La  ws, 
'there  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  it  ought  to  have  been 
repealed.'  It  was  impoffible  that  any  country 
could  continue  to  exift  under  a  code,  by  Which  a 
majority  of  its  inhabitants  were  cut  off  from  the 
rights  of  .property.  But  in  the  relaxation  of  thefe 
laws  there  was  a  fatal  error.  It  fhould  have  been 
taken  up  fyftematidilly  by  the  minified  of  the 
crown,  and  not  l^ft  in  the  hands  of  every  indivi- 
dual who  chofe  to  take  pofleffion  of  it,  as  an  engine 
of  power  or  popularity.  This,  however,  was  done, 
and  before  the  fubjed  attra&ed  the  notice  of  the 
f<?rvants  of  the  crown,  the  Popery  Laws  were 
unequivocally  repealed  fo  far  as  they  affetfed  the 
rights  of  property ;  were  relaxed  in  every  claufe 
of  intolerance  which  affe#ed  the  Popifh  worfhip  ; 
and  the.profeflion  of  the  law  was  opened  to  per^ 
fons  of  the  Popifh  religion  without  qualification  or 
reftrifiion.  In  1792,  a  giddy  young  man,  now 
x       '  no 
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no  more,  was  brought  over  here  from  England 
by  the  Catholic  Committee  as  their  avowed  agent  ; 
who  immediately  after  bis  arrival  commenced  a 
warm  canvafs  of  the  members  of  both  Houfes  of 
Parliament  for  the  political  interefls  of  his  clients; 
and  in  the  courfe  of  this  canvafs  I  can  {late  from 
my  own  knowledge  his  great  argument  was,  an 
unequivocal  offer  of  the  fervices  of  his  clients,  to 
men  whofe  Stations  naturally  gave  them  fome 
weight  in  the  public  councils,  to  efttb&h  their 
political  power  on  a  bafis  not  to  be  fhaken,  if  they 
would  put  themfelves  at  the  head  of  thev  Catholic 
body.  At  the  fame  period  their  ultimatum  was 
ftated  by  their  general  Committee,  in  refolutions 
dated  4th  February,  1792,  figned  Edward  Byrne, 
and  countersigned  Richard  McCormick,  Secretary. 
I  will  ftate  them  as  puUifhed  by  authority  of  the 
Catholic  Committee ;  they  are  mod  material  to 
illuftrate  feme  fubfequent  events.—"  Refoived, 
that  the  Committee  has  been  informed,  that  re- 
ports have  been  circulated,  that  the  application  of 
the  Catholics  for  relief,  extends  to  total  and  un- 
limited emancipation."— "  That  therefore,  we 
think  it  neceffary  to  declare,  that  the  whole  of  our 
lace  application,  whether  to  his  Majefty'fi  Mini- 
fters,  or  to  men  in  power,  or  to  private  members 
of  the  lcgiflature,  neither  did,  nor  does  contain 
any  thing  more,  either  in  fubftancc  or  in  principle, 
than  the  four  following  objefis  : 

Firft. 
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Firft.     Admiffion  to  the  profefliod  and  pra£ttce 
of  the  law. 

Second.     Capacity  to  ferve  on  county  magis- 
tracies. 

Third.     A  right  to  be  fummoned  and  to  ferve 
on  grand  and  petit  juries. 

Fourth.  The  right  of  voting  in  counties  ogly 
for  proteftant  members  of  parliament,  in  fuch  a 
manner  however,  as  that  a  Rom^n  Catholic  free- 
holder ihould  not  vote  unlefs  he  either  rents  or 
cultivates  a  farm  of  twenty  pounds  per  annum,  in 
addition  to  his  forty  fhilfings  freehold,  or  clfe 
fiiall  be  in  poffeffion  of  a  freehold  of  twenty  pounds 
a  year. 

In  the  feffion  of  that  year  two  petitions  were 
preferred  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  the  Catho- 
lic Committee,  ftating  thefe  as  their  ultimate  claims 
of  relief.     The  firft  was  couched  in  terms  of  fo 
much  violence  and  indecorum,  that  the  gentle- 
man who  prefented  it,  alked  as  a  pexfonal  favour 
to  himfelf,  that  he  might  be  allowred  to  withdraw 
it.     The  fecond  petition  was  drawrn  in  terms  of 
decency  and  refpe#  ;  but  the  great  parliamentary 
dcclairadrs  had  not  then  feen  the  new  light  of 
emancipation,  and  the  petition  was  reje&ed  by 

the 
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the  Commons  on  a  divifion  the  numbers  were  twd 
hundred  and  twety-eight  to  twenty-five.  I  have  been 
well  informed,  that  a  propofition  had  been  made 
at  that;  time  by  Mr.  Hamilton  Rowan  to  the  Whig 
Inftitution,  to  adopt  the  caufe  of  emancipation,  and 
when  he  was  informed  it  could  not  be,  he  declared 
he  would  prefent  his  Whig  uniform  to  the  waiter 
who  flood  behind  him,  as  a  perfon  beft  fitted  for 
it.  In  the  next  year,  at  the  opening  of  the  feffion, 
a  recommendation  was  made  to  J)oth  Houfes  of 
Parliament    from    the  throne,    in  his  Majefty's 
name,  to  take  into  confideration  the  fituation  of 
his  Catholic  fubje&s — and  a  Bill  was  brought  into 
fhe  Houfe  of  Commons  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant's 
Secretary,  by  which  every  privilege  claimed  for 
the  Catholics  by  their  committee,  as  containing 
in  fubflance  or  principle  their  ultimate  obje&s, 
was  granted  to  them ;   the  franchife  of  voting  at 
ele&fons  was  conferred  without  refhi&ion,  and 
in  addition,  they  were  enabled  to  hold  every  of- 
fice civil  and  military  under  the  Crown,  with  the 
exception  of  about  forty,   without    taking  ;the 
oaths,  or  fubferibing  the  declaration,  as  required 
from  every  "other  clafs  of  the  King Vfubje&s.— 
This  Bill  paCTed  into  a*  law,  and  from  that  time 
.  there  has  not  been  a  civil  difability  of  any  defcrip- 
tion  by  which  a  Papift  or  Roman  Catholic  in  this 
.  kingdom  is  eo  nomine  affe&ed,  fave  a  reftri&ion 
in    the  ufe  of  fire  arms,  extending  only  to  the 
lowefl  order  of  their  body— a  which   I  fhould 
be  happy  to  fee  extended  to  Proteftafctsof  the  fame 
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fclafs  i  and  the  Teft  Laws,  which  remain  *in  full 
force  with  refpe&'to  Proteftams,  have  been  very 
cbnfiderably  relaxed  in  favour  of  the- Catholic 
body. 

In  a  refolution  of   the  Catholics,    publiftied 
by  order  of  their  general  committee,  the  9th  of 
Dec.  1792,    figned  Edward  Shiel,  and  counter- 
signed Richard  M'Cormick,    complaint  is  made 
**  That    the  Catholics    of  Ireland,    constituting 
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€X  three  fourths  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country, 
,€t  had  not  influence  to  induce  any  one  member  of 
'*  parliament  to  patronize  their  petition  :"  But 
when  their  claims  were  taken  up  by  the  King's 

%  tniniftets,  their  old  petfecutors  inftantly  became 
apoftles  of  emancipation  ;  and  in  the  race  for  < 
popularity,  would  not  be  left  behind  on  a  popular 
queftioiL  The  conceffi^ns  made  to  the  Catholic 
demands  in  1793,  were  then,  for  the  firft  time, 
fupported  by  the  Whigs  of  1789— but  in  the 
tourfe  of  debate  nothing  more  than  obfcure  hints 
and  oracular  ambiguity  was  thrown  out  on  the 
fubjeft  of  unqualified  Emancipation — and  the  Ca- 
tholic body  remained  quiet  and   contented   with 

-the  favours  conferred  upon  them  ;  if  they  looked 
>  to  farther  indulgence,  they  were  fatisfied  to  try  the 
effefts  of  time  temper,  and  negociation,  and 
would  have  continued  contented  and  quiet,4  if 
they  had  not  been  brought  forward  as  an  engine 
of  faftibn  on  a  change  of  the  Irifh  government 
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ift  1795^— Of  Lord  Fitzwilliam  ilhall  never  fpeafc 
or  think  with  any  feeling,  but  of  a  warm  and 
unfeigned  perfonal  refpeft,  and  have  only  to  la- 
ment, that  he  placed  unbounded  confidence  in 
fome  gentlemen,  of  whom  he  falfely  judged  by 
Ms  own  pure  and  honourable  mind.  It  is  now  afcer- 
tained  that  he  came  to  Ireland  with  full  inft  ruc- 
tions not  to  encourage  the  agitation  of  aay  further 
claims  on  the  part  of  the  Irifh  Catholics  y  per- 
haps I  might  be  juftified  in  Hating  that  his  inftruc- 
tions  were  to  keep  k  back— but  his  name  and  au- 
thority were  abufed  to  force  the  Catholic  body  to 
come  forward,  as  the  engine  of  political  intrigue, 
and  in  contradiction  to  their  recent  declaration 
fey  the  organ  of  their  general  committee  in  I792> 
to  demand  the  repeal  of  every  law  by  which 
they  were  excluded  from  political  power.  Lord 
Fitzwilliam  took  poffeffioh  of  his  government 
oil  the  4th  of  Jan.  1795-^-and  it  is  a  faft  of  public 
notoriety,  that  at  meetings  held  from  the  15th  to 
the  23d  of  December,  with  Mr.  Edward  Byrne 
and  others  of  their  leaders,  the  Catholic  body 
were  brought  forward  under  plighted  engage- 
ment of  fupport  from  the  new  government.  An 
addrefs  to  Lord  Fitzwilliam  in  the  name  of 
their  body  was  voted,  and  at  the  front  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  greet  the  King's  Repre- 
fentative,  under  the  aufpices  of  his  felf  avowed 
minifter,  ftdndthe  names  of  Dr.  William  James 
M'Neven,  Mr.  John  Sweetman,  and  Mr.  Ri- 
chard M'Cormick,  all   of  them   felf  convi&ed 
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traitors.  Mr.  KPNeven  has  very  candidly  at> 
knowledged  that  Catholic  Emancipation  was  al- 
ways a  mere  pretence,  and  that  if  he  and  the 
worthy  geptkmen  with  whom  he  a&ed,  ha4 
been  enabled  to  fucceed  in  their  projedte*  th$y 
would  as  foon  have  cftablifhed  the  Mahometan 
as  the  Popifh  religion.  It  was  originally  a  pre- 
tence for  rebellion,  and  is  now  a  powerful  en- 
gine of  fa£Uon,  wielded  in  both  countries  "againft 
the  peace  and  happinefs  of  Ireland  ;  an  engine 
which  has  already  fhaken  yoijur  government  to  its 
foundation,  and  cannot  fail  to  level  it  with  the 
duft,  if  we  are  to  continue  in  a  ftate  of  feparation 
from  the  Britifh  nation.  It  is  the  common  topick 
of  discontent  and  irritation  to  rally  the  old  inhabi- 
tants of  this  ifland  to  the  ftaridard  of  fadUogi 
in  both  countries — a  topick  which  in  its  nature, 
will  remain  an  inexhauftible  fource  of  popular 
ferment  in  Ireland. — Repeal  your  Teft  Laws,  and 
Ads  o  Supremacy  and  Uniformity — the  rich 
eftabli  foments  of  the  Proteftant  chujrch  remain  a 
prominent  objeft  of  attack  to  the  apoftles  of 
Emancipation — make  partition  of  your  church 
eftablifhments  with  the  Popifh  clergy,  and  they 
will  have  to  demand  a  formal  recognition  of  the 
laws  of  their  church — and  when  eveiy  other  point 
has  been  yielded,  an  apoftle  of  fedition  will  not 
be  wanting  in  the  fullnefs  of  human  arrogance 
and  prefumption,  to  propofe  a  repeal  of.  God's 
holy  commandment,  and  proclaim  the  worfhip 
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of  graven  images  in  your  ftreets  and  highways*— 
What  is  the  leffon  of  peace  and  good-will  incul- 
cated by  the  fucceffors  of  the  worthy  gentlemen 
who  firft  invented  this  revolutionary  weapon? 
<c  Let  me  advife  ycu  by  no  means  to  poftpone  the 
<c  confideration  of  your  fortunes  until  after  the 
war — feize  the  opportunity  of  war  for  fraternal 
embraces,  and  great  Emancipation — your  phy- 
<€  fical  confequence  exifls  only  in  a  flate  of  fep^- 
ration  from  England — in  a  ftate  of  feperatioa 

you    are  four  to  one — in  a  ftate  of  union  but 
one  to  four— and  therefore  though  your  claims 

flioujd  be  attended  to  after  Union,  you  gait* 
nothing,  you  may  as  well  be  units  in  the  ftreefc 
as  units  in  parliament."  The  whole  of  the  in- 
terior mechanifm  of  Emancipation,  is  here  fairly 
expofed  to  view — and  I  wifh  every  honeft  mem- 
ber of  the  community,  whether  he  be  Proteftant 
or  Catholic,  who  regards  the  bleflings  of  focial 
order,  and  wifhes  to  tranfmit  them  to  his  pofterity, 
to  view  it  with  fober  attention,  and  to  decide  for 
himfelf  whether  in  the  hands  of  its  Irifh  patrons, 
it  points  to  any  other  objeft  than  Jacobinifm  and 
Revolution. — I  wifh  every  honeft  member  of  the 
community,  Proteftant  or  Catholic,  to  de- 
cide for  himfelf  whether  Ireland  can  ever  be  at 
peace  until  this  firebrand  is  extinguished — acd 
whether  a  hope  exifts  that  it  can  be  extinguished 
in  our  prefent  ftate  of  feparation  from  England. — 
If  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  are  not  fatisfied  with  the 
indulgence  which  they  have  already  experienced, 
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and  are  determined  to  prefs  their  demands  of  an 
unqualified  repeal  of  the  Teft  Laws  and  A&  of 
Supremacy,  let  them  be  difcuffed  upon  their  folid 
merits  in  the  Imperial  Parliament — where  the 
jqueition  will  not  be  influenced  by  paflion  and  pre- 
judice, where  no  part  of  the  confideration  will 
be,  that  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  may  retain  their 
phyfical  confequence  for  the  eftablifhment  of  a 
fyftem  of  periodical  rebellion,  under  the  manage- 
ment and  dire&ion  of  Whigs  or  Tories,  or  United 
Irifhmen,  and  where  it  will  be  gravely  and  di(l 
paflionately  confidered,  whether  a  repeal  of  thefe 
laws  may  be  yielded  with  fafety  to  the  Britifli 
monarchy,  or  whether  by  adopting  the  French 
model,  in  abolifhing  all  religious  diftin&ions  as 
connedled  with  the  ftate,  we  fhall  lay  the  corner- 
ftone  of  Revolution  and  Democracy, — My  un- 
altered opinion  is  that  fo  long  as  Human  Nature 
and  the  Popifh  Religion  continqe  to  be  what  I 
know  they  are,  a  confeientious  Popifh  ecclefiaftic. 
never  will  become  a  well  attached  fubjeft  to  a 
Proteftant  ftate,  and  that  the  Popifh  clergy  muft  al- 
ways have  a  commanding  influence  on  every 
member  of  that  comrpunipn, — I  put  it,  as  an  ab- 
llraA  ftate- maxim,  without  regard  to  the  peculiar 
Jituation  of  this  country — and  if  experience  were 
wanting,  I  have  it  abundantly  to  confirm  me  in. 
the  juftice  of  it.-— In  private  life  I  never  enquired 
into  the  religion  of  any  man — if  he  be  honeft  and 
a  good  Chriftian,  it  matters  not  to  me  that  he  may 
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fubfct  ibe  to  articles  of  faith  and  difcipline  which 
my  reafon  and  underftanding  reje& — but  when  I 
am  to  frame  laws  for  the  fafety  of  the  ftate,  I  do 
not  feel  myfelf  at  liberty  to  aft  upon  the  virtues  of 
individuals. — Laws  nraft  be  framed  to  meet  aod 
counteract  the  vicious  propenfioes  of  human 
nature. 

■m 

Upon  the  fecond  project  of  Ixifh  Liberty, 
Parliamentary  Reform,  I  {hall  fay  no  more  than 
barely  to  ftate  the  plan  which  was  fybffiuttecj  to 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  the  Seffioo  of  1 797— • 
it  will  fpeak  for  kfel£  and  if  I  do  not  much  mif- 
take,  was  offered  t a  that  AffembLy  with  an  a£ 
fiirance  that  it  met  the  full  approbation  of  the  po- 
pular leaders  out  of  doors. — Inflating  thispj^n 
I  cannot  err,  for  I  have  an  exa&  copy  of  tjje  rp- 
folutions  as  they  were  moved  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons — they  fet  out  by  ^flerting, 

I.  *c  That  it  isindifpenfably  neceffary  that  all  dis- 
ability on  account  of  religion  fhallceafe,  and  for 
that  purpQfe,ai)d  as  a  fundamental  part  of  an  ade- 
"  quate  reprefentation  in  parliament,  fo  as  to  place 
"  the  conftitution  on  a  folid  and  permanent  bafis, 
that  Catholics  ftioyld  be  admiffible  into  both 
JHoufes  of  Parliament,  as  well  as  to'all  offices 
"  of  ftate  as  Proteftants  now  are  ;  and  that  all  Teft 
€<  Laws  and  oaths  preventing  the  fame  fhall  be 
"  repealed  and  abolilhed  for  ever. 

II.  "  That  it  is  an  antient  and  undoubted  right 
"  of  the  people  of  Ireland  to  be  fully  and  fairly 
"  reprefented  in  parliament. 


tth  u  That  in  order  to  enable  th6  people  freely 
to  exercife  that  right,  it  is  expedient  that  the 
privilege  of  returnfag  members  to  parliament 
in  the  feveral  cities,  counties  of  towns,  and 
boroughs  in  the  kingdom,  fliall  be  divided  into 
diftridts,  containing  no  lefs  than  houfes, 

"  and  that  each  of  the  laid  diftri&s  lhall  return 
**  two  members  to  ferve  in  parliament,  and  that 
*c  proper  officers  fliall  be  appointed  to  make  fiich 
*  divifions- 

IV*  "  That  each  cotinty  lhall  continue  to  return 
reprefentatives  as  at  prefects 
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V.  "That  all  perfons  poffefling  a  freehold  of 
€€  the  clear  yearly  value  of  forty  (hillings — all 
#<  perfons  having  leafes  or  terms  for  years  to  the 
"  amount  of  all  perfons  having  a  houfe  of 
4t  the  value  of  for         years  in  the  faid 

cities  and  towns,   and  all  freemen   by  birth, 
marriage  or  ele&ion,  fhall  be  entitled  to  vote 
in  the  feveral  diftri&s  in  which  they  are  regit 
"  tered. 

VI.  <f  That  no  perfon  holding  any  office  of  pro- 
fit or  pedfion  undeMhe  crown,  fhall  be  admit 
fible  to  ferve  in  parliament,  except  as  hereafter 

"  is  excepted, 

VII.  "That  the  duration  of  Parliaments  fhall 

"  not  exceed  years.* 
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tJpon  this  plan  of  Reform,  thus  embracing 
the  a&ive  citizens  of  Ireland,  I  fhall  only  6~b- 
ferve,  that  the  members  of  the  Rebel  lrifti  Di- 
re&ory,  Meflrs.  Arthur  CKConnor,  Win.  James 
M'Neven  and  Thomas  Emmett,  who  were  ex- 
amined  before  the  laft  Secret  Committee  of  this 
Houfe,  did  declare  on  their  oaths,  the  per  fed  fa- 
tisfa&ion  which  it  gave  to  them,  and  to  the  other 
leaders  of  the  late  Rebellion — and  certainly  mofE 
unreafonable  traitors  they  muft  have  been  if  it  did 
not  fatisfy  them  to  their  heart's  contend— in  truth 
there  isfcarce  a  fhade  of  difference  between  this 
plan  of  Reform  and  one  which  had  been  juft  be- 
fore promulgated  under  the  authority  of  the  Rebel 
Union.     See  Appendix* 

I  pafs  by  the  rapid  progrefs  of  that  rebellious 
confederacy — 'the  whole  of  their1  enormities  have 
been  amply  detailed  in  the  Reports  of  the  com- 
mittees of  fecrecy  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament, 
and  are  frefli  in  the  public  reColle&ipn — but  I 
ft  ate  with  perfeft  confidence,  that  the  fediti- 
oiis  and  treafonable  confpiracies  which  have 
brought  this  country  to  the  verge  ofruin,  are  the 
natural  offspring  of  the  adjuftment  of  1782— 
-the  convulfion  in  1789,  gaye  birth  to  the  Whig 
inftitution— the  Rebel  confederacy  of  the  Irifli 
Union  was  an  improvement  upon  it*  and  we  now 
fee  the  reliques  of  the  Whig  inftittition  in  thfe 
mafk  of  liberty,  inculcating  the  principles,  and 
adopting  the  means  originally  devifed  by  the  rebel 
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confederacy  of  the  Irifh  Union,  to  abolifh  the  re- 
ligion, and  fubvert  the  Monarchy  of  Ireland.—* 
What  was  their  conduct  in  the  Summer  1796, 
when  it  was  known  with  certainty,  that  a  power- 
ful French  armament  was  in  preparation  at  Breft, 
for  the  fupport  of  Irifh  rebellion  ? — When  the 
#  whole  of  the  northern  province  was  regimented 
and  armed,  and  the  remainder  of  the  country, 
by  the  account  of  Mr.  O'uonnor,    the  common 
and  unreferved  friend  of  the  united  Whig  con- 
federacy, was  in  a  forward  ftate  of  organization, 
at  this  critical  period,  a  Whig  report  waspublifh- 
ed  on  the  condition  of  the  labouring  poor,  and 
circulated  in  every  part N  of  the  country  with  un- 
common induftry,  in  which  that  dafs  of  men  are 
informed,  "  that  on  a  comparifon  of  th£  price  of 
"  labour  with  the  price  of  provifions  ,  it  w^s  im- 
poffible  for  them  to  exift  ;  that  it  was  impolicy 
in  their  employers  to  ftarve  them,  for  that  one 
"  labourer  who  was  fed,  would  do  the  work  of 
cc  two  who  were  ftarved  ;  that  the  increafe  in  the 
"price  of  labour  was  neceffary,  not,  only  from 
the  encreafed  price  of  provifions,  but  becaufe 
within  fome  years  laft  paft,  the  falaries.of  the 
"  fervants  of  government  have  been  encreafed  not 
"  a  little,  and  the  pay  of  the  common  foldiers  has 
<c  been  encreafed ;  and  on  the  fame  principle  on 
<c  which  his  Majefty  has  been  advifed  to  attend  to 
<e  his  forces,  we  fhould  attend  to  our  fellow  fub- 
."je&sj  and  that  it  was  moft  extraordinary  that 
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"  the  only  order  of  the  people  whole  wages  weif. 
"  not  eqcreafed,  tyas  tb*t  o^dpr  by  whofe  labour 
<fc  and  induftry.  thefe  fal^ries  and  eftablifhmente 
"  were  principally  fed."  This  was  thp  incitement 
to  loyalty  and  good  conduft,  held  oiut  by  the  pa- 
trons of  Irifli  Liberty,  to  the  phyfical  force  of  the 
country,  then  in  array  for  rebellion,  and  aiixioufly 
expedting  a  formidable  French  armament  to  fe- 
cond  their  revolutionary  |poje$gat  the  fame  alarm- 
ing crifis,  thefe  fame  paxrops  of  Irifti  Liderty, 
endeavoured  to  baffle  thfc  exertion  of  the  King's 
government  in  the. array  of  a  yeomanry .farce*  by 
tutoring  the  old  inhabitants  of  th?  ifland  to  haqg 
back,  unlets  the  revol^tiopary  fyflem  9f  Exi^anci- 
pation  was  firft  eftabG:Qied — and  if  the  arm  of 
pod,  had  not  in  his  unbounded  njprqy,  been 
ftretched  out  to  fave  us,  Ireland  ipuft  at  that  tre- 
mendous  crifis,  have  fallen  a  facrifiqe  to  her  ow& 
madnefs,  folly,  and  wickednefs. 

I  will  now  appeal  to  every  difpaffionate  map 
who  hears  me,  whether  I  have  in  any  thing  mif- 
ftated,  or  exaggerated  the  calamitous  fituation  of 
my  country,  or  the  coalition  of  vice  apd  folly 
which  has  long  undernamed  her  happic^fe,  and  at 
this  hour  loudly  threatens  her  exiftencQ.  It  is 
gravely  inculcated  I  know—:"  Let  the  Britilh 
Minifter  leave  us  to  ourfel ves,  and  we  are  very 
well  as  we  are."  We  are  \exy,  well  as  we  aro-rr 
Gracious  God  !  of  what  materials  muft  the  heart 
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of  that  man  be  compofed,  who  knows  the  ftate  of 
this  country,  and  will  coldly  tell  us  we  are  very 
well  as  we  are— we  are  rery  well  as  we  are — we 
have  not  3  years  of  redemption  from  bankruptcy  or 
intolerable  taxation,  nor  one  hour's  fecurity  againft 
the  renewal  of  exterminating  civil  war.  We  are 
very  well  as  we';ace-*-looktp  your  ftatute  book— 
feflibn  after"  feflion  have  you  been  compelled  to 
ena&  laws  of  unexampled  rigour  and  novelty, 
to  reprefs  the  horrible  exceffes  of  the  mafs  of  your  ' 
Jfcbpfe,  and  thfe  fury  fcf  tfiurder  and  piffdge,  and 
ddfoktioir  hafe  fo  outrun  all  lfegiflative  exertion, 
that  you  tiatffe  beeri  at  letfgth  driven  t6  thfe 
hard  ntcetiitf  of  breaking  down  tfee pale  tif 
th£  rtitfeicipd  law,  and  putting  yotfr  couhtt^ 
undet  the  fcfeirt  of  tf&Htity  government ;  and  in 
<5vefy  littffe  circle  of  dignify  and  independence, 
trtrfc  be£r  wtifpeffi  of  difconfenf  at  the'  temperate 
difcfetioti  with  fafiitt  it  is  admlniftefed.— We  ir6 
vtvy  wdl  as  vfre  are.  Look  at  the  old  revolutionary 
government  of  the  Iriffi  (Jnion,  and  tfie  •  modern 
feroiuttanary  government  of  the  Irifti  consulate, 
cattvaffing  the  cffegs  of  that  rebel  democracy,  for 
a  refcetfatl  of  popular  ferment  and  Outrage,  to 
overawe  the  deliberation^  of  parliament.— 
We  are  very  well  as  we  are. — Look  to  your  civil 
and  religious  diffentions — look  to  the  fury  of  poli- 
tical faction,  and  the  torrents  of  hqman  blood  that 
flain  the  face  of  your  country,  and  of  what  ma* 
terials  is  that  man  compofed,  who  will  not  liften 
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with  patience  and  good  will  to  any  propofition 
that  can  be  made  to  him,  for  compofing  the  dif- 
tra&ions,  and  healing  the  wounds,  and  alleviat- 
ing the  miferies  of  this  devoted  nation  ? — We  are 
very  well  as  we  are.— Look  to  your  finances,  and 
I  repeat  you  have  not  redemption  for  three  years 
from  publrc  bankruptcy,  or  a  burthen  of  taxation 
which  will  link  every  gentleman  of  property  in 
the  country. 

Perhaps  it  will  occafion  fome  furprife  to  hear  that 

the  debt  of  Ireland  is  now  25>662,64ol.   and  that 

the  annual  intereft  and  charges  upon  it  amount  to 

1,393,753!.  In  Hating  the  debt  of  Ireland,  I  fpeak 

of  the  capital  created,  not  the  money  paid  into 

the  Exchequer  by  the  public  creditor.  If  I  am 

compelled  to  borrow  money  on  ufurious  terms, 

my  debt  i$  the  fum  which  Ijcontraft  to  pay,  not 

the  fum  which  I  may  happen  to  have    received  \ 

and  therefore  it  is  a  grofs  deception  in  Hating  the 

public  debt,  to  take  it  on  any  calculation  but  of 

the  capital  for  which  the  nation  muft  (land  fe- 

curity.  The  increafe  of 'debt  in  the  laft  feven  years 

has  been,  principal        -        -         -       23,222,250 

Intereft  and  charges  in  the  fame  period  >  g 

increafe  )  x>*53>27 

Of  thefe  twenty-three  millions  of  increafe  in  the 
capital  of  your  debt  during  the  laft  feven  years, 
no  lefs  a  fum  than  18,580,0001.  has  accumulated 
in  the  years  1798, 1799,  and  1800  ;  the  intereft  and 

charges 
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charges 'in  the  fame  three  years  amount  to 
878,000  ;  and  on  recurring  to  theflufluations  in 
your  debt  for  the  laft  ten  years,  it  will  be  feen  to 
have  kept  exaft  pace  with  the  exertions  of  the 
friends  of  Ireland  in  the  caufe  of  dignity  and  in- 
dependence. 


25th  Of  Marcb,                             Principal 

1 79 1     the  debt  was   2#,442,890 

Intercft  .ind  charges 

142,716 

J  792 

2,4401890 

14-4,9.55 

1793 

,  2,440,390 

142,475 

1794 

-    3»"3>790 

H8,495 

1795 

-     -    -    -    4,335,990 

255,110 

1796 

-    -    -    -    6,041,856 

354,044 

1797 

-  '  -    -     -    7,012,250 

525,044 

1798 

. 1 1,059,256 

767,661 

1799 

....   17,466,540 

1040,120 

1800 

....   25,662,640 

1,395,735 

In  x793>  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  the  debt 
of  Ireland  was  2,440,3901. — and  fo  long  as  we 
had  none  but  a  foreign  enemy  to  contend  with, 
0111  war  expences  were  fcarcely  one  million  in  the 
year.  In  1795,  the  debt  was  4,335,9901.,  fo  that 
during  the  firft  two  years  of  the  war,  it  did  not 
encreafe  quite  two  millions ;  but  the  old  Irifh 
maxim  of   preffing  forward  political  claims  in 

times 


times   of  cortimon    dinger  and    e&lartiity,    tfas 
again    inculcated  in   1795^— a  pfetiod   peculiarly 
fitted  for  it,  for  fa  that  year  the  French  Had  itiddfe 
tfcenifelves  matters  of  Brabant,    Flinderfe,    fmd 
Holland;  and  the  rebel   govertnrietft  <if  Ufctted 
Irifhmen  was  pretty  weireftabliftied.  •  Mr.  Olivet 
Bond,  and  Mr.  Nelfon  ftated  before  the   Secret 
Committee  of  this  Houfe,  that  the  military  or- 
ganization of  the  province  of  tJlfter  wis*  com- 
pleted on  the  firft  of  May  1795 — and  had  got  in- 
to a  ftate  of  fdmardads  in  the  other  provinces 
before  the  end  of  that   year — it  was   therefore 
found  neceffary  to  encreafe  the  military  force  of 
the  country  for  mere  internal  defence  againft  a 
confederacy  of  foreign  and  domeffic  6neittfes.  and 
accordingly  in  the  year  ended  at  Lady*day,    1796, 
our  war  expences  were  double  what  they  had 
been    in    either    of  the    preceding    years — and 
at    every    fubfequent  period  they  have  progret 
fively  encreafed   with  the  growth  of  fadtion  and 
rebellion,  until  we  were    obliged  in  defence  of 
our  own  exifteace,  to  encreafe  the  public   debt 
in  the  laft  year,  nearly  fix  millions  and  a  half, 
and  in  this  year  above  eight  millions.     And  this 
expence  muft  neceffarily  continue,  not  to  enable 
Ireland  to  contribute  to  ofienfive  war,  but  to  keep 
down  the  brutal  fury    of  the   mafs  of  the  Irifh 
people,  who  have  been  goaded  to  madnefs  by 
every  wicked  artifice  that  difappointed    faflion 
can  devife,   and  to* protect  the  country  from  fo- 
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reign  invafion  openly  folicited  by  a  gang  of  Iiifh 
t^ai^ors,  who  have  copnedldd  themfelves  with  the 
rulers  of  the  French  Republic— and  if  we  are  to 
continue  this  fcale  of  expence  for  the  next  three 
years,  a  revenue  of  two  millions,  four  hundred 
and  tfwty  thoufand  pounds  jnuft  be  raifed  for 
p^yipeitf  of  the  intereft  of  the  public  debt  alone, 
ox  public  bankruptcy  will  neceffarily  enfue. 

Let  us  now  fee  what  is  the  prefent  ftate  of  our 
reveaue-=-in  the  laft  year  the  net  revenue  of  Ire- 
land, including  the  loan  fund,  was  £  1,861,471 
oaJy-r-if  it  had  continued  ar  the  fame  amount  in 
this  year,  the  forplus,  after  defraying  the  intereil 
and  charges  of  the  debt,  would  have  been  under 
£  466,000 — for  the  fapport  of  all  your  other  efta- 
bliftmients-r  but  if  the  current  quarter  keeps  up 
to  the  produce  of  the  laft  three,  your  net  revenue 
in  this  year,  will  be  fomewhat  about  £  2,7003000. 
A  confiscable  portion,*  however,  of  the  great 
enwafe  in  the  revenues  of  this  year  has  been  ad- 
ventitious. During  the  rebellion  importation  was 
checked,  the  deficiency  has  of  courfe  come  into 
this  yearns  account,  and  there  has  been  an  uqufual  * 
importation  of  Portugal  wines,  in  conlequence 
of  the  apprehenlions  of  invafion  entertained  in 
that  country,  and  therefore  I  confide  it  to  Nbe  a 
fenguine  calculation,  that  the  produce  pf  Qitf  pre- 
fent  revenues  btQ.QOTt'inj^^B  £  2,5QQiQ°Q- 
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The  capital  created  by  the  loan  >  r  o      z- 
oflaftyear,    is      -     -     -      f£  8'226>J 

Intereft  and  charges    -     -     -      -     £  345,000 


1801  Capital         -         -  8,226,100 
Intereft  and  charges  £  345,ooo 

1802  Capital         -         -  8,226,100 
Intereft  and  charges  £  345,000 


1803  Capital  -        -     8,226,100 

Intereft  and  charges       £  345,000 

Capital  3  years         -     -     24,678,300 
Intereft  and  charges  £  1,035,000 

Prefentdebt    - 25,662,640 

Prefent  Intereft  and  charges        £  1,395, 755 

m 

Total  capital   1803         -         -     50,340,940 
Total  Intereft  1803     ...    £  2,43°>753 

So  that  calculating  the  produce  of  your  prefent 
revenues  to  continue  at  £  2,500,000,  there  will 
remain  at  the  end  of  three  years,  on  your  prefent 
fcale  of  expence,  a  furplus  ftiprt  of  £  70,000  for  the 
whole  of  the  eftablifhments  civil  and  military. — 

Let 
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Let  me  afk,  if  we  remain  as  we  are,  how  is  this 
enormous  deficit  to  be  made  up  ? — Can  you  raife 
an  additional  revenue  in  Ireland  of  more  than  one 
million,  in  the  prefent    ftate  of   our  refources, 
without  recurring'  to  a  land-tax,  or  an  income- 
tax,  or*  both  ?  And  if  rccourfe  be  had  to  land  or  in- 
come, the  incumbrance  in  them  muft  be  confi- 
derably  more  than  the  adual  deficit,  I  fhould  fay 
it    could  not  be  much  lefs  than  two  millions. 
For  either    tax    would   inevitably  diminifli    in 
a  great  proportion  your  cuftoms  and  excife.     If 
we  make  up  the  deficit  by  annual  loans,    bank- 
ruptcy is  inevitable.    By  mifapplying  the  fink- 
ing fund,  you  may  poftpone  the  period  of  in- 
folvency  for  a  year  or  two,  at  the  expence  of 
a  breach  of  faith  with    the    public  creditors; 
but  bankruptcy  is  the  ultimate  iffue.— I  know  it 
is  the  faftiion  to  fay  that  England  has  our  war  ex- 
pences  to  anfwer  for — and  that  our  financial  diffi- 
culties arife  from  a  French  war — and  a  Dutch 
war— and  a  Spanifh  war.  — No,  our  prefent  dif- 
ficulties arife  from  an  Irifh  war — a  war  of  fa&ion — 
a  Whig  war — and  an  United  Iriftiman's  war-— 
the  fludhiation  of  your  debt  for  the  laft  ten  years 
proves  the  fad,  and  if  England  was  at  peace  at 
this  hour  with  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  yout 
cftabliftiments  would   be  a  melancholy  proof  of 
the  fa& ;  you  would  be  compelled  jto  maintain  a 
war  eftablifhment  for  defence  againft  your  own 
people.     It  has  been  demanded  triumphantly  how 
we  are  to  be  relieved  by  Union  ?  I  anfwer  firft, 
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we  are  to  be  relieved  from  Britifh  and  Iriih  fac- 
tion, which  is  the  prime  fource  of  all  our  calami- 
ties. Next,  if  we  become  one  people  with  Eng- 
land,   the  army  of  the  empire  will  be  employed 
where  it  is  moft  wanted  for  general  fervice  ;  and 
fo  long  as  it  is  found  neceffary  to  garrifon  every 
diftrift  in  Ireland,  for  the  internal  fafety  of  the  coun- 
try, the  neceffary  force  may  be  Rationed  here,  with- 
out incurring  additional  expence4n*eitber  country. 
Aud  therefore  in  time  of  war,  we  may  hope  to 
be  relieved  from  the  feparate  expence  entailed 
upon  Ireland  by  domeftic  fa&ions ;  and  in  peace, 
it  matters  not  to  the  general  fervice  of  the  empire, 
where    the   army  may  be  quartered.     Again — 
by  Unipn  the  refources  of  Ireland  mull  neceffarily 
encreafe ; — if  we  have  but  grace  to  remain  in  a 
ftate  of  tranquility  for  a  few  years,  I  have  no 
doubt,  oar  refources  would  augcnentmoft  rapidly; 
if  we  have  but  grace  to  abjure  faflion,  I  feel 
fanguine  hope  on  the  reftoration  of   peace,  that 
Ireland  will  participate  in  Britifh  capital  and  Bri- 
tilh indufiry  ;   and  until  we  can  find  employment 
for  the  poor,  and  teach  them  to  feel  and  value 
the  comforts  of  life,  it  is  vain  to  expert  that  they 
will  be  reclaimed  from  bar barifm.     If  you  do  not 
qualify  the  mafs  of  your  people  for  the  Enjoyment 
of  fober. Liberty,  you  will  never  teach  them  to 
appreciate  the  bleflings  of  it ;— every  man  who 
feels  for  human  mifery,  muft  lament  the  hard  ne- 
cefiity  impofed  upon  the  Iriih    government,  of 
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meeting  popular  excefs,  by  laws  of  exemplary 
feverity,    and  will  contribute  his  beft  exertions, 
to  refcue  the  unfortunate  vi&ims  of  delufion,  from 
the  depth  of  misfortune  to  which  they  will  ever 
be  condemned  fo  long  as  they  are  made  the  in  Rai- 
ments of  fadion,  and  ftimulated  to  a#s  i>f  out- 
rage by  wicked  and  inflammatory  appeals  to  their 
ignorance  and  incivilization.     But  we  are  told 
by  giving  up  a  feparate  government,  and  feparat.e1 
parliament,  we  facrifice  national  dignity  and  in- 
dependence.'   If  gentlemen  who  enlarge  on  this 
theme,  will  talk  of  their  perfonal  dignity  and 
aggrandizement,   I  can    undefrftand    them ;  but 
when  I  look  at  the  fqualid  milery,  and  profound 
ignorance,  and  barbarous   manners,    and  brutal 
ferocity  of  the  mafe  of  the  Irifti  people,  I  am 
fickened  with  this  rant  of  Irifh  dignity  and  inde- 
pendence.    Is  the  diguity  and  independence  of 
Ireland,  to    confift  in   the  continued  depreflion 
.and  unredeemed  barbarifm'  of  the  great  majority 
of  the  people>  and  the  factious  contentious  of  a 
puny  and  rapacious  oligarchy,  who  confider  the 
Irifh  nation  as  their  political  inheritance,  and  arc 
ready  to  facrifice  the   public  peace  and  happi- 
nefs  to  their    infatiate  love   of    patronage   and 
power  ?     I  hope  I  feel  as  becomes  a   true  Irilh- 
man,  for  the  dignity  and  independence   of  my 
country,  and  therefore  I  would  elevate  her  to  her 
proper  flat  ion,  in  the  rank   of  civilized  .nations. 
I  wifh  to  advance  her  from  the  degraded  port  of  a 
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mercenary  province,  to  the  proud  ftation  of  an 
integral  and  governing  member  of  the  greateft 
empire  in  the  world.     I  wifh  to  withdraw  the 
higher  orders  of  my  countrymen  from  the  narrow 
and  corrupted  fphere  of  Irifh  politics,  and  to  di- 
rect their  attention  to  objects  of  national  impor- 
tance, to  teach  them  to  improve  the  natural  ener- 
gies, and  extend  the  refources  of  their  country,  to 
encourage    manufacturing,    fkill,  and  ingenuity, 
and  open  ufeful  channels  for  commercial  enter- 
prife  ;  and  above  all,  ferioufly  to  exert  their  beft 
endeavours  to  tame  and  civilize  the  lower  orders 
of  the  people,  to  inculcate  in  them  habits  of  re- 
ligion and  morality,  andinduflry,  and  due  fubor- 
dination,  to  relieve  their  wants,  and  correct  their 
exceffes ;  unlefs  you  will  civilize  your  people,  it 
is  vain  to  look  for  national  tranquillity  or  content* 
ment. 

Another  ground  of  obje&ion  to  the  meafare  of 
Union  is :— This  is  not  a  time  for  it.  Are  we  then 
to  await  the  period  of  a&ual  bankruptcy,  or  the 
ifiueofanew  rebellion,  that  Great  Britain  may 
be  enabled  to  di&ate  to  us  the  terms  on  which  fhe 
will  Men  to  the  propofition  ?  This  is  a  period  of 
all  others  the  moft  aufoicious  for  Ireland  to  fet  on 
foot  fuch  a  treaty.  The  late  rebellion  has  been 
fo  far  put  down,  as  to  enable  us  to  treat  on  fair 
and  equal  terms  ;  the  recollection  of  general  peril 
arifing  from  Irifh  treafons  is  frefti  in  the  memory 
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of  the  Britifti  nation,  and  has  taught  that  fober 
people  the  neceffity  of  yielding  their  ancient  pre- 
judices to  the  general  fecurity  of  the  empire. 

Another  ground  of  objection  is : — That  by  a 
Legiflative  Union  Ireland  is  to  be  extinguifhed. 
— This    is  a  fpecies  of  political   arithmetic    of 
the  peculiar  growth  of  Ireland.     It  is  a  lingular 
arithmetic  which  affumes,  that  if  two  and  three 
make  up  the  grofs  number  five,  that  two  are  ex- 
ringuiihed.     I  fhould  fuppofe  that  a  captious  Eng- 
lifh  man  might  with  equal  reafon  object,  that  Eng- 
land was  extinguished.     If  two  Irilh  gentlemen 
fhould  agree  to  become  partners  in  a  commercial 
Speculation  on  a  capital  of  500I.— -two  hundred1 
fubfcribed  by  one  partner,  and  three  by  the  other, 
what  would    the  proprietor  of  the  leffer    fhare 
fay  to  his  partner  at  the  end  of  the  year,  when  he 
demanded  his  proportion  of  the  profits,  if  he  told 
him  gravely,  Sir,  you  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
houfe — your  two  hundred  are  extinguifhed  in  the 
grofs  capital  of  five  hundred,  and  you  may  go 
.about  your  bufinefs — jou  are  nobody  in  the  houfe. 
How  is  Ireland  extinguifhed  In  this  national  part- 
nerfhip? — The   advantage    clearly  lies  with  the 
weaker  partner,  who  w  ill  fee1  every  benefit  arifing 
from  the  fuperior  wealth,  fkill,  and  power  of  the 
great  political  houfe,  ;.-^  fhare  her  full  dividend 
ot  the  ioiut  i'i<;f;ts.      ■   '.  "v/itis  the  faihion  of 
the  day  to  alien,  1!.  •/  Lnv.  ever  weak  Ireland  may 
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be,    Great  Britain    mud  for  her  own   fake  fup- 
port  her  in  ev.eiy   circumftance  of  difficulty  and 
danger  :    That  the  government  of  Great  Britain 
never  can    fufier  this   country   to  feparate  itfelf 
from  the  Britifh  crown,   much  lefs    to    form  a 
connexion  with  France,  I  feel  perfect  conviction. 
The  Britifh  iflands  are  formed  by  nature  for  mu- 
tual fecurity  or  mutual  deftrudiion ;  and  if  we  are 
to  purfue  the  courfe  we  have  thought  fit  to  run  for 
the  laft  twenty  years,  it  may  become  a  queftion 
of  doubtful  iflue,  whether  at  a  crifis  of  difficulty 
and  danger,    Great  Britain  will  be   enabled  to 
fupport  us,   or  we  fhall  fink  Great  Britain.     If  the 
French  armament,  encouraged  by  Irifh  faflion,  and 
fblicited  by  Irifh  traitors  in  1796,  had  made  a  de- 
fcent  on  your  coafts  at  that  period ;  is  it  an  impro- 
bable conjecture,  that  at  this  day  Ireland   might 
have  been  the  theatre  of  war,  and  the  power  and 
refources  of  Great  Britain  have  been  expended  to 
redeem  this  country  from  a  foreign  yoke  ?  and  if 
we  are  to  purfue  the  beaten  courfe  of  fa&ion  and 
folly,  I  have  no  fcruple  to  fay,  it  were  better  for 
Great  Britain  that  this  ifland  fhould  fink  into  the 
fea,  than  to  continue  connedled  with  the  Britifh 
crown  on  the  terms  of  our  prefect  Union.     We 
claim  3  right  to  trade  with  the  Britifli  colonies  and 
plantations,    ajad  we  claim  the  protedion  of  the 
Britifh  navy,  without  contributing  to  the  neceflary 
expence  of  either  eftablifhnaent.      We  claim  a 
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right  to  retain  the  monopoly  of  the  Biitifh  market 
for  our  linens  at  the  expence  of  an  enormous  tax 
impofed  by  England  on-herownconfumption,  and 
a  revenue  relinquifhed  in  the  fame  proportion  on 
foreign  linens. 

The  annual  average  value  for  three 
years,  ending  5th  January,  1799,  of 
produ&s  and  ruanufa&ures  of  Ireland 
imported  into  Great  Britain,  was        £-S^Slo^S 

The  annual  average  value  of  pro- 
duds  and  manufaftures  of  Great 
Britain  exported  to  Ireland  dur- 
ing the    fame  period,  was         -  2,087,6^3 

On  this  eflential  branch  of  trade, 
the  balance  in  favour  of  Ireland,   is      3,425,153 

An£t  take  the  whole  of  the  trade 
of  import  and  export,  native  an4 
foreign,  during  the  fame  period,  the 
balance  in  favour  of  Ireland  is      -         2,056,844. 

The  whole  annual  value  of  imports 
from  Ireland  into  Great  Britain,  na- 
tive and  foreign,  was        -  -  5,61 2,697 

And  of  exports  from  Great  Bri- 
tain to  Ireland,  -  -  $>$$$M$ 
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We  raife  a  revenue  of  more  than  230,0001.  on 
Britifh  goods  imported  into  Ireland;  and  in  re- 
turn the  revenue  raifed   by  England  on  the  im* 
portation    of  Irifh  produce    is  little  more  than 
io,oool.     And  what  are  the  offerings  of  gratitude 
and  duty  on  our  patt  in  return  for  thefe  bene- 
fits and  advantages  ? — A  declaration  of  war  by 
any  foreign  power  againft  the  Britifh  nation^  is 
the  fignal    for  fa&ion  and  rebellion  in  Ireland. 
The  received  maxim  is,  not  to  forego  the  oppor- 
tunity of  foreign  war  to  prefs  forward  Irilli  claims, 
and  ripen  every  difference  and  difcontent  with  the 
Britifh  government,  into  a  ground  of  permanent 
and  rancorous  national  hoftility  ;  infomucb  that 
in*  times  of  difficulty  and  danger,  Great  Britain, 
fo  far  from  deriving  fupport  or  fecurity  from  her 
connexion  with  Ireland,  feels  it  as  a  mill-ftone  hung 
upon  her  neck.  And  for  what  objeft  is  it  expe&ed 
on  our  part  that  all  this  is  to  continue  ?— To  fup- 
port and  maintain  a  few  individuals  in  the  exclufive 
pofleffion  of  the  patronage  and  power  of  the  king- 
dom of  Ireland,  who  claim  a  right  on  their  part 
whenever  they  may  think  fit  to  quarrel  with  a 
Britifh  minifler,  to  excite  infurre&ion  and  rebel- 
lion, by  reprefenting  the    Britifh  nation  to  the 
people  of  Ireland,  as  their  natural  and  inftin&ive 
enemy.     Is  it  to  be  eapedted  that  all  this  can  con- 
tinue, or  if  it  fhould  continue  long,  that  it  mull 
not  involve  both  countries  in  common  ruin  ? 
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Ataotber  argument  againft,  a  Legiflative  Union 
*s,  that  it  Mall  drive  your  nobility  and  gentry 
from  their  own  country  ;  and  particularly  im- 
pbverifh  the  metropolis.  With  refpe6t  to  emi- 
gration, look  to  the  number  oFIrifh  emigrants  who 
cow  crowd  every  village  in  Great  Britain,  and 
have  been  driven  to 'feek  an'afylum  there  from 
the  brutal  fury  of  the  Irifh  people,  and  the  cold- 
blooded treachery  of  their  own  domeftics,  palpa- 
bly fomented  and  encouraged  by  Irifh.  faction  and 
Infhtreafon:  And  let  any  difpaffionate  man  fay, 
whether  the  evil  of  emigration  can  ever  be  greater 
than  it  is  at  this  day.  If  we  are  to  live  in  a  perpe- 
tual ftorm  here ;  if  it  is  to  remain  at  the  difcretion 
of  every  adventurer,  of  feeble  and  oftentatious 
talents,  ungoverned  by  a  particle  of  judgment  or 
difcretion,  to  drefs  up  fictitious  grievances  for  po- 
pular delufion    and    let  loofe  'a  fav^ge  and  bar- 
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barous  people  upon  the  property  and  refpect  of  the 
Irifh  nation,  what  gentleman  who  has  the  means 
of  living  out  of  this  country,  will  be  induced  to 
remain  in  it  ?'  I  do  mod  folemnly  declare,  that  no 
earthly  confideration  fhort  of  a  ftrong  fenfe  of 
duty  fhould  have  induced  me  to  remaiti  an  eye-wit- 
nefs  of  the  fcene3  of  folly  and  madnefs,  and  hor- 
rors of  every  defcription  in  which  I  have  lived 
for  fome  years  back  ;  and  that  I  had  rather  give- 
up-  every  profpect  which  remains  to  me  in  this 
country,  and  begin  a  new  courfe  in  my  old  age, 
rhan  fubmit  to  the  fame  mifery  and  difguft  for  the 
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remnant  of-  my  life.  If  you  wifh  to  Hop  emigra- 
tion, you  mud  enable  fober  and  rational  men  to 
live  at  peace  at  home.  And  if  they  are  allowed 
to  return  in  fecurity,  I  have  no  apprehenfion  that 
the  want  of  an  annual  proceflion  from  CoIIege- 
. Green  to  Dublin-Caftle,  and  a  failure  in  the  daily 
fupply  of  venom  and  fcurrility  in  the  metropolis, 
will  drive  your  nobility  and  gentry  from  their  na- 
tive country. — And  as  to  the  local  interefls  of  the 
city  of  Dublin ;  is  it  not  extreme  folly  to  fuppofe, 
if  there  be  an  influx  of  wealth  into  the  country, 
that  its  fair  proportion  will  nor  find  its  way  to  the 
capital  ?  The  fame  fears  alarmed  the  citizens  of 
Edinburgh ;  and  it  is  notorious,  that  the  wealth 
and  population  of  that  city  have  encre^fed  moil 
rapidly  fince  the  Scotch  Union.  But  if  the  appre- 
hcnfions  entertained  for  the  local  profperity  of 
Dublin  were  palpably  well  founded,  are  we  to- 
facrifice  the  peace  and  happinels  of  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland,  and  theftrength  of  the  Britifti  empire, 
to  the  narrow  and  interefted  objects  of  the  mer- 
chants and  traders  of  the  metropolis  ? 

If  an  argument  were  wanting  in  favour  of  Irifli 
Union,  let  every  fober  Irifhman  look  to  what  has 
paffed  in  this  country  fince  the  meafure  was  firft . 
propofed  for  difcuflioa. — It  was  propofed  at  a  crifis 
peculiarly  interefting  and  awful ;  when  we  had 
fcarcely  recovered  breath  from  the  convulfion  of 
a  formidable  and  bloody   rebellion;    when  we 

were 
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were  threatened  with  foreign  invafion,  concerted 
with  the  common  enemy  of  mankind,  by  a  nume- 
rrous  and  conne&ed  gang  of  domeftic  traitors  ;  when 
Great  Britain  paid  a  force  of  ten  thoufand  troops 
fent  by  her  to  our  affiftance  ;  and  the  Irifli  feas 
were  covered  by  her  fleets  for  our  prote&ion ; 
when  a  formidable  French  force  deftined  to  the 
affiftance  of  Irifli  rebels  had  been  intercepted  by' a 
Britifh  fquadron,  and  was  led  captive  through 
your  country;  and  when  more  than  whifpers  of 
indignation  were  vented  againft  a  veteran  foldier, 
who  was  ftartled  at  the  projeft  of  infli&ing  exter- 
minating vengeance  on  a  proftrate  enemy.  Such 
was  our  fituation  when  it  was  firft  known  thkt 
England  was  ready  to  open  her  arms  to  receive  us 
into  the  communion  of  her  liberty,  and  wealth , 
and  induftry,  and  happinefs;  and  in  that  awful 
and  perilous  fituation,  the  offer  was  treated  in  the 
name,  and  on  behalf  of  the  Irifli  nation,  by  forrie 
gentlemen,  who  call  themfelves  Friends  of  Liberty 
and  the  Irifh  Conftitution,  with  a  degree  of  intem- 
perance, which  I  can  compare  only,  to  the  fury  of 
wild  beafts  alarmed  at  an  attack  upon  their  prey. 
I  take  fhame  to  acknowledge,  that  an  evil  exam- 
ple was  fet  by  fome  gentlemen  of  the  honourable 
profeffion  to  which  I  belong.  The  flame  fpread 
with  rapidity,  and  appeals  of  the  moft  virulent 
and  inflammatory  tendency  were  made  by  thefe 
fame  Friends  of  Liberty  to  the  deluded  barbari- 
ans,  who  had  been  fo  recently  configned  by  them 
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tq  indifcriminate  extirpation.  When  the  meafure 
was  propofed  for  difcuflion,.the  Friends  of  Liberty 
and  the  Conftitution  would  not  fuffer  it  to  be  dif- 
cuffed ;  and  when  the  meafure  was  relinquifhed, 
the  Friends  of  Liberty  and  the  Conftitution  endea- 
voured^ to  force  the  premature  difcuflion  of  it,  in 
the  hope  of  precluding  a  fair  review  of  its  merits. 

When  this  firft  burft  of  noife  and  clamour  had 
fubfided,  the  fober  part  of  the  community  ven- 
tured to  look  at  the  Propofitions  of  Union  made 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  and  faw  nothing  to 
excite  alarm-  They  ventured  to  examine  and  found 
that  much  good  might  be  expected  from  them, 
and  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  months,  when  their 
avocations,  did  not  allow  the  friends  of  Liberty 
and  the  Conftitution,  to  devote  their  time  and 
exertions  to  popular  delufion,  the  fober  and  ra- 
tional part  of  the  Irifh  nation  faw  in  the  meafure 
of  an  Union,  a  fairprofpect  of  peace,  and  wealth, 
and  happincfs  for  their  country; — and  the  bulk 
of  the  people  profeffing  not  to  underftand  the  fub- 
ject  were  perfectly  indifierent  to  it.  Such  was 
the  ft  ate  of  the  public  mind  upon  this  queftion, 
when  the  late  recefs  of  parliament  took  place ; 
and  to  their  eternal  reproach  anddilhonour  beitfpo- 
ken,  fome  peribns  of  high  rank  and  confequence  in 
thekingdom,availed  themfelves  of  that  opportunity 
to  become  emjffaries  of  fedition  ;  and  to  canvas 
popular  clamour  againft  the  meafure,  by  the  moft 
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fliamelefs  impofitions  in  the  ignorance  and  cre- 
dulity of  every  man  who  would  liften  to  them. 
The  zealous  Proteftant  was  told.  "  This  is  an  in* 
iidious  fcherne  of  the  Britifli  Minifter,  to  deliver 
you  up  to  the  Papifts  bound  hand  and  foot." — 
The  Catholics  were  told,  *:  If  you  fuffer  this, 
there  is  an  end  of  your  Emancipation." — The  in- 
duftrious  farmer  was  told,  "  If  this  takes  place', 
there  is  an  end  of  your  leafe.  Or  if  it  (hould  ef- 
cape  the  grafp  of  your  landlord,  Mr.  Pitt  will 
take  from  you  one  half  of  the  profits  of  your  farm. 
How  will  you  like  if  you  have  a  profit  of  fifty 
pounds  yearly  on  your  farm,  to  pay  twenty-five 
pounds  to  Mr.  Pitt?"  I  have  been  told  that  this 
latter  argument  was  preffed  with  fuccefs,  in  a  part 
of  the  county  of  Tipperary,  not  far  from  myhoufe, 
by  a  noble  lord,  who  I  know,  made  his  circuit 
in  that  county  during  the  fecefs,  whom  I  do  not 
here  fee  in  his  place.  I  will  not  believe  it,  and 
fhall  be  glad  to  hear  from  him  that  he -has  been 
falfely  accufed.  But  the  active  exertions  of  iti- 
nerant Lords  and  Commoners,  were  not  deemed 
^fufficient  for^  the  occafion,  and  we  have  feen  a 
confular  authority  affumed  by  two  noble  lords, 
and  a  right  honourable  Commoner,  who  have  if- 
fued  their  letter  miflive  to  every  part  of  the  king- 
doip,  commanding  the  people  in  the  name  of  a 
number  of  gentlemen  of  both  Houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment, to  come  forward  with  petitions  condemn- 
ing in  terms  of  violence  and  indignation  the  mea- 

furc 


V 


3irre  oFUnion,  prior  to  its  difcuflion  in  parliament. 
One  of  thefe  letters  miflive,  and  the  petition  en- 
clofed  with  it,,  has  been  tranfmitted  to  me  by  a 
man  to  whom  it  was  addrefled,  who  it  feenjs  has 
the  care  of  an  eftate  in  ward  to  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery, and  in  his  Simplicity  defired  the  further 
wder  of  the  Chancellor  upon  it.  It  is  unneceffarjr 
for;  me  to  ft  ate  that  be  did  not  receive  further  di- 
re&ions  from  the  Court  of  Chancery,  but  the  let- 
ter miflive,  and  the  petition  annexed  to  it,  will 
fufficiently  explain  the  fenfe  of  the  people,  and 
the  means  which  have  been  adopted  to  overawe 
the  deliberations  of  parliament,  I  will  ftate  the 
letter  and  petition  faithfully  as  they  have  beep 
tranfmitted  to  me  : 

Dublin*  January  io3  1800. 
SIR, 

"A  NUMBER  of  gentlemen  of  both  Houfes 
<c  of  Parliament,  of  whom  thirty-eight  reprefent 
<c  coi#ities,  have  authorifed  us  to  acquaint  you, 
<c  that  it  is  their  opinion,  that  petitions  to  Parlia- 
ment, declaring  the  real  fenfe  of  the  freeholders 
of  the  kingdom,  on  the  fubjefl;  of  a  legiflative 
<c  Union,  would  at  this  time  be  highly  expedient, 
"  and  if  fuch  a  proceeding  fhould  have  your  ap- 
"  probation,  we  are  to  requeft  you  will  ufe  your 
"  influence  to  have  fuch  a  petition  from  your 
"  county  without  delay. 

"  We  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Signed,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
P.  S.    The 
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P.  &  •*  The  enclofed  petitions  are  to  be  figned- 
on  one  fide  only,  in  order  that  they  may  be  col-, 
le&ed  and  pafted  together — and  you  are  re^ 
"quefted  to  tranfmit  them  when  figned  to  Lord* 
<c ^  jn  orcfer  thai;  they  may  be  prefented  to* 

■*  the  Houfe  of  Commons." 

■9 

Such  is  the  letter  miffive  for  taking  the  rea£ 
fenfe  of  the  peopfe.  Let  us  now  look  at  the  pe- 
tition attending  the  letter  miffive,  which  is  to  con- 
vey the  confular  fenfe  to  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, backed  by  popular  outcry  thus  follicited 
by  the  letter  miffive. 

"  TO  the  Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgeffes,  in 
"  Parliament  affembled — the  humble  petition  of 
the  underfigned  freeholders  of  the  county  of 

ftieweth,  that  at  this  awful  and  alarming,, 

tc  crifis,  we  feel  ourfelves  called  upon  to  declare 
our  opinion,  that  a  legiflative  Union  with  Great- 
Britain,    to  be  a  dangerous  innovation,  fraught 
"  with  ruin  to  the  conftitutional  independence, 
commercial  interefls,  and  general  profperity  of 
the  kingdom.     That  this  meafure,  by  depriving 
us  of  a  refident  and  protefling  legiflature^  un~ 
cc  der  which  our  country  has  hitherto  profpered 
ff  beyond  example,  by  encreafing  the  number  of 
"  abfentees,    and  the  confequent    drain  of  our 
"  wealth,    mud  augment  the  difcontcnts  of  the 
"  kingdom,  and  thereby  endanger  the  connexion 
"  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  which  we 
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w  are  determined  to  fupport  with  our  lives  ancf 
"fortunes.  That  vie  rely  therefore  wirh  *un- 
"  fhaken  confidence  on  the  wifdom  andjufticeof 
"  this  honourable  Houfe,  that  it  will  maintain  to 
"  us  and  our  poflerity  unimpaired,  that  facred 
"  conftitution  which  is  our  birth- right,  which  has 
been  the  fource  of  every  blefling  to  this  iflaud, 
and  the  enjoyment  of  which  we  deenr  infepar- 
'  able  from  our  exiflence  as  free  people.5* 
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Let  me  afk  the  two  noble. lords  who  have  thus  put 
themfelves  forward,  what  are  the  exclufive  pre- 
tenfions  of  them  and  their  Rt.  Hon/  colleague 
to  guide  the  public  opinion  ? — Let  me  afk 
them-by  what  authority  they  have  iffued  their  letter 
riiiffive  to  every  corner  of  the  kingdom,  command- 
ing the  people  to  fubfcribe  an  inftrument  fraught 
with  foul  and  virulent  mifreprefentation?  And  let 
me  afk  them,  is  there  falvation  for  this  country 
under  her  prelent  government. and  conflitutioD, 
when  men  of  their  rank  and  fituation  can  ftoop  to 
fo  fhabby  and  wicked  an  artifice  to  excite  popu. 
Jar  outcry  againft  the  declared  feftfe  of  both  Houfes 
of  Parliament  ?  But  this  is  not  all,  if  loud  and  confi- 

* 

dent  report  is  to  have  credit,  a  confalar  exchequer 
fias  toeetf^ngped  for  foul  and  und&uifed  bribery.  I 
know  that  fubferiptibns  are  openly  follicited  in  the 
flreets  of  the  metropolis,  to  a  fund  for  defeatingtbe 
meafure  of  XJnioti.  I  will  not  believe  that  the  per- 
sons to  whom  I  have  been  obliged  to'. allude  can 
be  privy  to  it.  One  of  them,  a  noble  Earl,  I  fee  in 
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his  place;  he  is  a  very  young  man,  arid' I  call 
upon  him  as  he  fears  to  have  his  entry  into  public 
life  marked  with  dishonour  ;  I  call  upon  him  as 
he  fears  to  live  with  the  broad  mark  of  itffamy  on 
his  forehead,  and  to  tranfroit  it  indelibly  to  his 
pofterity,  to  ftand  up  in  hia  place,  and  acquit  him- 
felf  before  his  Pcera  of  this  foul  imputation-  I 
call  upon  hi  en  publicly  to  difavow  all  knowledge 
of  the  exiftence  ©f  fuch  a  fund  ;  and  if  he  cannot 
difavow  it,  to  ftats  explicitly  any  honeft  purpofe 
to  which  it  can  be  applied  ?  If  it  can  cxift,  I  truft 
there  ia  ftill  feofe  and  honour  left  io  the  Irifh  na- 
tion, to  cut  off  the  corrupted  fource  of  thefe  vile 
abominations.    : 

I  am  truly  afhamed  at  the  length  of  time  for 
which  I  have  trefpaifcd  on  the  Houfe ;  the  nature 
of  the  fuhje#  will  I  hope'  plead  my  apology  ;  but 
I  cajanot  difmtfs  it  without  adverting  to  the  fitua- 
*io»  and  circumftanees  of  Scotland,  when  the 
Union  of  the  two  Britifb  kingdoms  took  place, 
which  I  fliall  do  very  fhortly.  Before  the  Union 
of  the  Scotch  and  English  crowns  in  the  perfon  . 
of  James  the  firft,  the  two  nations  Wfcre  involved 
in  perpetual  warfare  ;  during  his  reign,  their  ftrug- 
glea  Were- different.  The  Scotch  complained  of 
Engliih  influence  and  national  degradation  ;  the 
Englifh  were  jealous  of  the  partiality  of  the  King 
to  hh  own  countrymen,  and  were  jealous  of  their 
trade;  theEaglilh  Parliament  refufed  to  aatura- 
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lize  the  Scotch  ;  they  reproached  their  Englifh 
neighbours  with  felfifli  illiberality,  who  returned 
the  compliment  by  reflexions  on  the  poverty  of 
Scotland,  To  that  at  the  firft  period  of  their  con- 
nexion, the  intercourfe  of  thefe  lifter  kingdoms 
confifted  in  the  mutual  interchange  of  contumely 
and  reproach.  In  the  fucceeding  reign  they  did 
unite,  but  it  was  again  ft  their  common  Sovereign. 
He  took  refuge  from  his  Englifh  fubje&s  in  the 
Scotch  army  at  Newark,  who  very  honourably 
gave  him  up  to  their  confederates  in  iniquity.  At 
the  Reftoration  the  fpirit  of  antient  rivalry  and  op- 
pofition  was  renewed,  but  after  the  convulfion  of 
the  former  reign,  it  contributed  in  Tome  degree 
to  fecure  the  royal  authority,  as  each  kingdom  fup- 
plied  the  means  of  keeping  the  mal-contents  of  the 
other  in  awe.  At  the  Revolution  both  nations  were 
ready  to  facrifice  national  jealoufy  to  their  hatred 
of  popery,  and  both  concurred  in  accepting  King 
William  for  their  common  Sovereign.  But  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Anne,  the  fpirit  of  national  anti- 
pathy broke  out  with  vehemence  and  inveteracy; 
,  and  the  gentlemen  of  Ireland  who  are  fincerein 
their  love  of  Britifti  connexion  would  do  well  to 
look  to  the  principal  events  that  led  to  the  incor- 
poration of  the  two  kingdoms  at  that  period,  and 
fee  whether  Angular  grounds  of  jealoufy  and  dis- 
union between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  have 
not  broken  out  within  the  fhort  period  which  has 
elapfed  fince  our  feparation  from  the  Britifh  nation. 
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The  firft  a&  of  hoftility .  on  the  part  of  Scot- 
land was  to  eftablifti  a  company  for  forming  a 
fettlement  on  the  Spanilh  Main,  avowedly  to  en- 
able the  Scots  nation  to  ftiare  the  wealth,  and  rival 
the  trade  of  England.  This  projeft  mifcarried,  af- 
ter hazarding  a  war  between  England  and  Spain, 
and  producing  much  anger  and  controverfy  be- 
tween the  lifter  kingdoms.  On  failure  of  the 
Queen's  iffue,  a  new  fettlement  of  the  Crgwn  by 
.the  Scotch  parliament  became  neceffary,  and  of 
this  qrifis  full  advantage  was  taken  by  the  Scotch 
patriots;  Bifhop  Burnet's  account  of  them  is  a 
perfeft  defcription  of  the  Whigs  of  Ireland  .in.  the. 
year  1789— and  at  this  day.  "  A  national  humour 
"  of  rendering  themfelves  a  free  and  independent 
"  kingdom,  did  fo  inflame  them,  that  as  there  was 
"  a  majority  in  parliament  of  feyentypn  their  fide, 
<c  they  feemed  ,capable  of  the  moll  extravagant 
"  things*  that  could  be  fuggefted  to  them...  All 
<c  was  carried  with  heat,  and  much  vehemence, 
for  a  national  humour  of  being  independent 
on  England,  fermented  fo  ftrongly  ,  amongft  all 
forts  of  people  without  doors,  that  fuch  as  went 
"  not  into  every  hot  motion  that  was  m^de  were, 
"looked  on  as  betrayers  of  their  country,  and 
"  they  were  fo  expofed  to  popular  fury,  that  fome. 
"  who  ftudied  to  flop  this  tide,  were  brought 
"  in  danger  of  their  lives.  The  Prelbyterians 
"were  fo  overawed  with  this,  that  although  they 
"  wiftied  well  to   the  fucceffion,  they  durft  not 
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"  openly  declare  it.  The  Dulces  of  Hamilton 
"  and  Athol  led  all  thefe  violent  mmions,  and 
"  the  people  were  ftrangely  inflamed/' 

And  the  national  humour  pf  rendering  them- 
felves  independent  of  England,  led  the  Scotch 
parliament  to  the  violent  and  defperate  flfep  of 
refolving  that  until  eflential  provifion  was  made 
for  fettling  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  Scottilh 
nation,  independent  of  Englilh  ititerefts,  and 
Englifh  councils,  the  fucceffor  to  the  Scotch  ctowfi 
fhould  not  be  the  fame  perfon  that  was  poffeffed 
of  the  crown  of  England.  To  this  refolution 
fucceeded  an  order  for  arming  and  training  the 
fubje&s  erf"  Scotland.  The  parliament  of  Eng- 
land addreffed  the  Queen,  to  give  orders  for  for- 
tifying the  towns  on  the  northern  frontiers,  for 
arming  the  Militia  of  the  northern  counties*  and 
for  ftationing  regular  forces  there,  and  in  the  north 
of  Ireland.  An  A&  was  paflfed  declaring  the  na- 
tives ofScotland  aliens  until  they  Ihould  fettle  the 
Crown  on  the  Houfe  of  Hanover.  The  Scots 
had  pafled  an  A£  Sot  allowing  a  trade  with  France, 
then  at  war  with  England  ;  and  Englifh  (hips  of 
war  were  ordered  to  feize  the  ftiips  of  Scotland 
trading  with  the  enemies  of  England  ;  and  thus 
were  the  two  countries  at  the  point  of  going  to 
war,  when  in  defpite  of  the  violence  of  party 
and  falfe  pride  of  Scotch  dignity  and  indepen- 
dence, the  good  fenfe  of  that  nation  laid  the  only 
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folid  and  lading  foundation  of  peace  and  fecurity 
for  their  religion,  laws,  liberty  and  profperity, 
by  an  entire  and  perfedl  Union  with  England. 
And  it  is  with  cordial  fincerity,  and  a  full  cofi- 
viftion  that  it  will  give  to  this  my  native  cpufrtry, 
lafting  peace  and"  fecurity  for  her  religion,  her 
laws,  her  liberty,  and  her  property,  an  increafe 
of  ftrength,  riches  and  trade,  and  the  final  ex- 
tinction of  national  jealoufy  and  animofity,  that 
Inowpropofe  to  this  grave  aflembly  for  their 
adoption,  an  entire  and  perfeft  Union  of  the  king- 
dom of  Ireland  with  Great  *  Britain.  If  I  live 
to  fee  it  completed,  to  my  lateft  hour  I  fhal! 
feel  an  honourable  pride  in  refle&ing  on  the  little 
ihare  which  I  may  have  in  contributing  to  effeft  it. 
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A  Plan  for  an  Equal  Rep.refentation  of  the  People 
of  Ireland  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  prepared 
for  their  Gonfideration  by  the  Society  of  United 
Irishmen  of  Dublin. 

I.  THAT  the  Nation,  for  the  Purpofeof  Reprefentation 
folely,  ftiould  be  divided  into  330  Electorates,  formed  by 
Combination  of  Pariflies,  and  as  nearly  as  poflible  equal 
in  Point  of  Population. 

II.  That  each  Electorate  fhould  return  one  Reprefen- 
tative  to  Parliament. 

III.  That  each  Electorate  ftiould,  for  the  Convenience 
of  carrying  on  the  Eledions  at  the  fame  Time,  be  fubdivided 
into  a  fufficient  Number  of  Parts* 

IV.  That*  there  fhould  be  a  returning  Officer  for  each 
Subdivision,   to  be  refpeCtively  eleCted. 

V.  That  the  Electors  of  the  Electorate  IKouldvote, 
each  in  the  Subdivifion  in  which  he  is  regiftered,  and  has 
rcfided  as  herein  alter  fpecrfied. 

VI.  That  the  returning  Officers  of  the  Subdivisions 
ftiould  feverally  return  their  refpeCtive  Polls  to  the  return- 
iiig  Officer  of  the  Electorate,  who  ftiould  tot  up  the  Whole, 
and  return  the  Perfon  having  a  Majority  of  Votes,'  as  the 
Reprefentative  in  Parliament. 

VII.  That  every  Man  pofTeffing  the  Right  of  Suffrage 
for  a  Reprefentative  in  Parliament,  ftiould  exercife  it  in  his 
own  Perfon  only. 

VIII.  That  no  Perfon  fhould  have  a  Right  to  vote  in 
more  than  one  Electorate  at  the  fame  EleCtion. 

IX.  That  every  Male  of  found  Mind,  who  has  attained 
the  full  Age  of  %\  Years,  and  actually  dwelt*  or  maintained 

a  Family 
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a  Family  Eftablifhment  in  any  Eleflorate  for  fix  Months  of 
the  Twelve  immtdiately  previous  to  the  Commencement  of 
the  Eleflion,  (provided  his  Refidence,  or  maintaining  a 
Family  Eftablifhment  be  duly  regiftered)  ftiould  be  lntitled 
to  vote  for  the  Reprefentacion  of  the  Ele&orate. 

X.  That  there  fhould  be  a  Regiftering  Officer,  and  a 
Regiftry  of  Refidence  in  eveiy  Subdivifion  of  each  Eleflo- 
iate;  and  that  in  all  Queftions  concerning  Refidence,  the 
Regiftry  fliould  be  conlidered  asconclufive  Evidence. 

XI.  That  all  Elections  in  the  Ration  fliould  compftenjee 
and  clofe  on  the  fame  Day. 

XII.  That  the  Votes  of  all  EMftow  ftiould  be  given  by 
Voice,  and  not  by  Ballot. 

XIII.  That  naOath  QfftnyKi***  fl«*M  b«  tiHc*  by 

any  Eleflor. 

XIV.  That  the  full  Age  of  .15  Years  (houM  be  a  ne- 
ceffary  Qualification  to  intitle  any  Man  to  be  a  Reprefen- 

tarivc. 

XV.  That  Reference  within  the  Electorate ftiouW  not, 
but  that  Refidence  wUhin  the  Kingdo*  fhould  be  a  Bttrf- 
fary  Qualification  for  a  Representative. 

XVL  That  dq  Property  Qualification  flwwki  be  ae- 
ceffary  to  intitle  any  Man  to  be  a  Repje&ftUrive. 

XVII.  That  any  Ferfaa  having  ?  Pen&on*  or  holding 
a  Place  in  the  Executive  or  Judicial  Xtepartpientaj  fhoqld  b* 
thereby  disqualified  from  being  a  Reprefentdtive, 

XVUI.  That  Reprefematives  fhould  receive  a  reafan- 
able  Stipend  for  their  Service*. 

XIX-  That  every  Representative  flwuld*  09  taking  his 
Seat,  fwear  that  neither  be»  f*>t?  any  Perfen  to  prbnwee 
his  Intereft,  with  his  Privity*  gave  Or  wad  to  give  any 
Brib*  for  the  Suftafif  of  fey  Vowy, 

XX.  That  any  R*p*efeBtttive  comlQed  by  a  Jury,  of 
having  ailed  cpatjary  to  the  Subftawe  of  the  above  Qat}i„ 
fhquld  be  for  e*$*  disqualified  from  fitting  or  vetting  m 
Parliament. 

XXI.  That  fariiaiwtts  ftiould  b*  Annual. 

XX  U.  That  a  Representative  fhould  beat  Liberty  la 
refign  his  Delegation  upon  giving  fufficienj  Notice  to  his 
Conftituents, 

XXIIL  That  Abfeoc*  from  Duty  for  fliould 

vacate  the  Seat  of  a  Reprefentativs. 
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i     LORD  YELVERTON's  SPEECH, 


t»    THt 


ItOUSE  ov  LOfct>S> 


£'a*u*day>    tfircH  at,    i8o** 


Hftit  Boufe  in  a  Comrhittte  forilt  fttrther  Ctotjt* 
deration  of  his  Majeft/s  Mejfagc,  relative 
to  an  Union  between  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland* 


MtLtoubft* 

>  > 

It  is  alwady  determined  that  thfe  twb  kings, 
doms  fhall  be  United  into  one ;    that  the  two 
crowns  fhall  continue  united ;    and  that  the 
United  kingdom  fhall  be  reprefented  in  one  and       J, 
the  fame  Parliament/ 

« 

B  And 


•  N 
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And  for  thi$  purpofe  it  is  propofed  that  the^ 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  fhall  continue  to  be 
reprefented  as  it  is  at  prefent;  and  that  Ireland 
ftiall  be  represented  by  thirty-two  peers  and 
one  hundred; commoners. 


/ ' 


\ 


But  as  the  number  of  peers  ought  to  bear 
a  reafonable  proportion  to  the  number  .of  com- 
moners, and  that  of  the  commoners  be  deter- 
mined  by  fome  rule  fairly  deducible  from  the 
Conftitution,  I  mall  firft  inquire  whether  there 
be  any  fuch  rule,  and  then  whether  the  num- 
ber propofed ;  bears   a  reafonable  conformity. 


to  it* 


And  here  give  me  leave  to  obferve,  that  he 
njuft  have  taken  a  very  fuperfidal  view  of  our 
Conftitution,  and  of  its  firft  elements,  .who 
could  argue,  that  it  is  the  people,  merely  as 
fvjch,  who  are  reprefented.  in  Parliament,  and 
t^hat  therefore  the  will  of  the  Parliament  ought 
to  be  determined  by  theirs,  (for  fo  it  has  been 
argued  in  another  place,  and  I  underftand  with 
great  effeft ;)  and  further  that  there  are  certain 

Afls 
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A£s  of  Parliament,    -which  the  people  are  not 
bound  to  obey,  if  they  do  not  approve  of  them  ; 
a  pofition  fo  monftrous  in  itfelfxand  fo  dangerous 
in  point  of  example,  that  it  isaftonifhtnghow 
it  could  have  found  its  way  into  an  aflembly 
of  grave  iegifbtors,  whofe  very  office  it  is^  to 
prefcribe  rules  of  conduS  to  the  people ;    and 
to  which  I  (hall  not  think  it  nec^flary 'to  give 
any  other  arifvrer,  than  merely  to.qaote^  the> 
words  of  Grotius  upon  thefubje<St  ;— «<  Omnia 
cowvelti  necejje  e(i9    si  id  recipmns,  jtts  regendi 
Jubditum  effk  eoriwi  judicio  <ac  voluntatis  qui  re* 
guniur ;"— In  other  words  that  the  whole  ma- 
chine  of  Government  muft  be  ihaken  to  pieces,- 
and  mankind  reduced  again  to  a  ftate  of  nature, 
?f  we  allow  for  a  moment  that  dangerpu^  doc- 
trine,  that  the  fupreme  power,   which' has  a 
right  to  give  the  law,  is  liable  to  be  controlled 
by  the  pleafiire  of  thofe,    whole  duty  it  is  to 
obey.     But  there  cannot  be  a  greater  miftake 
than  to  fuppofe,  that  our  Conflitution  aro.fe  out 
#f  any  truft  or  compaft  between  the  people  and 
the  Parliament ;  or  that  the  three  states  of  the 
jealm  took  thofe  ftations  in  the  political  fyftem, 

B  %  wrick 
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'fthich  they  occupy  at  this  day,  according  to 
any  previous  concert  or  agreement :  our  Confu- 
tation has  the  appearance  of  being  (truck  out 
at  a  beat,    if  I  may  ufe  the  expreilion  ;  but  it 

is  in  fad  the  offspring  of  divine  wtfidom,  a&ing 
upon  human  affairs,  and  by  the  flow  and  filenfr 
operation  of  remote  caufea,  producing,  alraoft 
miraculoufly,  harmony  out  of  difcord  and 
order  out  of  confufion.  Nor  would  I  be  under* 
flood  to  fay,  that  the  voice  of  the  people  is 
wholly  to  he  difregarded,  becaufe  I  admit  that 
all  Governments  were  framed  to  fecure  thei* 
profperity  and  happinefs ;  but  what  I  contend 
for  ts>  that  thofe  only  are  to  he  attended  to* 
who  are  by  the  Conftitution  fuppofed  to  have  a 
will  of  their  own :  and  therefore  I  will  appeal 
from  the  ery  of  the  giddy  multitude  to  the 
fober  tod  corre&ed  fenfe  of  the  people:  I 
will  appeal  from  clamour,  prejudice  and  pa& 
£on,  to  the  cool  faggeftkms  of  reafon  ;  I  wilt 
Appeal  from  the  multitude  to  the  Parliament* 
from  the  many  to  the  few,  becaufe  tfatf  the 
many  have  feeling,  k  is  only  the  few  that  rdfe<9* 


Jty 
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My  Lords,  it  is  ia  the  hiftory  of  the  Feudal 
fyftem  that  we  muft  look  for  the.  origin  of  our 
Constitution.  The  Conftftution  of  Parliaments, 
in  particular,  has  fpruiig  out  of  that  fyftem* 
has  followed  it  thro'  all  its  revolutions,  and 
retains  even  in  its  prefent  form  features  which 
ftrongly  mark  its  defcent, 

i  • 

* 

The  immediate  Yaffils  of  the  crown,   who 

held  of  the  kitig — "  in  capite"*~>were  the  firft 
members  of  Parliament ;  and  as  that  {pedes 
of  property  <could  not  be  aliened  without  the 
i^oyal  licenfe,  they  were  for  fome  time  iti 
Only  members ;  for  in  the  eatfy  ages  of  the 
feudal  world  the  commons  or  burgefles  were 
never  heard  of;  and  accordingly  it  is  to  the 
former  and  not  to  the  latter  that  we  owe  the 
great  charter  of  our  liberties. 

But  it  was  impoflible  that  this  Vigid  rule  of 
tenure  could  refift  the  natural  propenfities  and 
the  neceilities  of  mankind'  with  the  progrefs 
of  fociety  the  affairs  of  men  became  compli- 
cated; the  expenfesof  railitairy  expeditions, 
to?  frequent  in  tbpfe  days  of  chivalry  were  to 


*(  «  ) 

be  defrayed  ;  luxury  in  time  found  its  way  to 
the  baronial  table;  debts  were  to  be  fatisfied, 
younger  children  were  to  be  advanced  in  life  ; 
and  to  create  funds  for  thofe  various  purpofes, 
partitions,  were  made  of  thofe  eftates,  partly  by 
voluntary  fales,  and  partly  by  operation  of 
law. 

But  to  thofe  eftates,  however  divided,  the 
duty  of  attending  in  Parliament  was  incident; 
and  before  the  trdde  of  Parliament  exifted,  this 
duty  was  confidered  as  a  burden ;  and  accor* 
dingly  we  find  charters  of  exemption  from 
Parliament  were  frequently  folicited  and  ob* 
tained. 

But  thefe  being  declared  illegal,  it  grew  by 
degrees  into  a  law,  to  oblige  the  great  Barons 
only  to  attend  in  perfon,  and  to  permit  the 
lefler  to  attend  by  their  reprefentatives ;  a  law 
firft  introduced  in  eafe  of  the  fubjedt,  tho* 
fince  improved  into  a  molt  valuable  privilege* 

m 

Of  any  pofitive  law  enabled  for  this  purpofe, 
ynq  find  no  trace  in  the  Englifh  hiftory;   but 

happily 


r 
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happily  that  of  Scotland  furniftics  the  exam- 
ple of  fuch  a  law;  for  in  the  year  1427, 
it  was  there  provided  by  ftatute,  that  the 
fmaller  barons  fhould  be  excufed  from  coming 
to  Parliament,  provided  they  fent  commiifi- 
oners  from  the  fhires. 

Here  then  we  have  the  hiftory  of  the  fir  ft 
Knights  of  the  (hire ;  and  as  the  Englifh 
ftatute  law  is  filent  as  to  their  firft  introdu&ion 
into  Parliament,  fo  it  is  equally  filent  as  to 
the  right  of  cities  and  boroughs  to  be  repre- 
fented  in  that  body. 

Hut  the  hiftory  of  Scotland  again  fteps 
in  to  our  aid ;  for  we  find  that  no  boroughs 
originallypoffefled  this  right,  but  fuch  a$  held 
irr  community  that  description  of  property, 
to  which  the  duty  of  parliamentary  attendance 
was  a  neceflary  incident?  as  appears  from  thefe 
words  in  the  preamble  to  the  ftatutes  of  Robert 
the  third  of  Scotland,—"  Summonitis,  j>ro  more 
folito,  burgcnfibus  qui  dc  domino  rege  tenant  i?* 
€apitc» 

And 
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« 

A»d  it;  ftema  probable  that  only  fuck 
borough*  originally  poflef&d  that  right  in 
England ;  and  the  exiftence  of  thofe  burgaga 
tenures,  which  to  this  day  give  arigbtoffuf* 
frage  in  fome  boroughs  in  England,  in  a  great 
meafure  confirms  this  idea* 

But  his  further  probable,  or  father  certain, 
that  in  England  this  right  was  not  confiued  to 
fuch  boroughs  alone ;  but  that  in  procefs  of 
time  as  commerce  increafed,  as  new  world$ 
were  difcovered,  and  new  fources  of  wealth 
laid  open,  it  was  communicated  to  many  com* 
munities  who  poflefled  no  fuch  property,  but 
were  enabled  by  their  industry  and  opulence  to 
adminifter  to  the  neceffities  of  the  Prinee,  or 
contribute  to  the  common  defence  of  the 
realm* 

Anciently  it  is  well  known  that  the- members 
who  were  thus  admitted  into  Parliament  fat 
together  in  one  Chamber ;  and  in  Scotland  they 
continued  to  fxt  together  till  the  very  period  of 
the  Union* 


But 


$ti£  in  England  tl^, number  of  members  was 
(o  iacaeafed  by  the  Jifcrality  or  pqlicy  of  tlie 
Prince,  ia  creating  new  boroughs,  (of  .vvhiclj 
tbe  hiftory.of  Ireland  in  tbet  reign  of  James,  tbe 
firft*  rfurniftie$  one  memorable  iaftance,)  that 
tbe  Commons  :at  length  fcparated  frojri  the 
Lords,  and  for  the  firft  time  took  that  ftation  in 
the  political^  Jyftcm,  -whic^.they.  haye  ever 
fince  jtytaintained*  and  of  which  tbey  have  made 
fuch  notabk  ufe.  \ 


*  - 


•£hi?  circuiafemce  o£  the  two  Houfes  fitting; 
to^tter,.^  tgve  touc^d  upon  mereljr.ftp  §vew 
^at  boj^t^n  right  o£  jprojjerty,.  tb«i  Juojds  tn,  . 
right  of  the  property  which  they  poflel^  .{Mwf 
the  Commons  in  right  of  that  property  which 

tbc  people,  merely  as  fuch,  that  are  reprefeuted 
fe?P»f?WIWlt#i.-b»t  ™]F  %  proper^  # Ahe 

Qjr.pqffq^^ea^b,  Ju  corporeal; iujiiefkiwte^ 

i 

s 
f  »       -  »  • 

* 

a: 
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And  this  wc  fee  exemplified  in  the  experience 
of  every  day,  at  the  ele&ioii  of  members  to 
ferve  in  Parliament  For  the  other. froufer.  (  For 
if  the  ele&or  voted"  from  any  right  inherent  in 
his'perfoh,  he  could  only  make  one  choice. 
But  this  is  fo  far  from  being  the  cafe,  that  the 
liw  allows  him  as  many  fufFrages,  as  he  poflefles 
freeholds  or  frarichHes  in  different  counties  or 
boroughs.  And  when  he  lofesT,  by  judgment 
of  law  or  otherwife,  thole  freeholds  orfrarb- 
chifes,  he  lofes  his  right  of  fuffrage  along  with 
thefm*:  '  whence  it'  nebeffarfty  follows,  that  k 
is  to  the  property,'  and  riot 'to'  tW  perfon 
of  the'  ekaor,  that  the'  right  of  fu&agc  & 
attached 


And  this  U  what  Lord  Chatham  hWBHrwherf 
he  aflerted,  "  That  there  was  not  +  blade  of 
grafs  in  England  which  was  not  repntfcnted  * 


\  ■  » * 


And  this  is  what  Lord  Sdmers  bid  in '  <Joa~ 
temptation  when  he  wrote'  hi*  wdHr  railed, 
€£  Civil  Polity,"  to  pfrovc,  that'  m  tlfc'ktftbiy' 
of  England  from  the  invafion  of  Jolftis  Gictaf 
to  the  Revolution,  power  has  followed  property 


(  «  > 

1 

m  tliits  fiotflttations  from  one  order  of  $fee  fttte 
to  the  oeber;  "t6d  that  thofe  iluauatioas  have 
produced  tte  brcatB,  out  of  which  owrGonfti- 
tutioa  hai  grown  irito  it*  defeat  form,  and  from 
tvhick,  '-tho*  immediately  operating  to  other 
ends,  -we  derive  that  fixed  and  fettled  equi* 
Hbcium  of  po&er,  which  like  a  weight  at  the 
&m$*£  gravity  i$  fo  equally  r*tura&*d  oft  aU 
fotes  gfcttrit  ctooot  incline  .to  any. 

-  lei  1^5  therefore  a  rule  to  be  fairly  ipfeured 
from  it^ifonlmasy  ykw><^L«ur  Goqfti^t^ 
which  is  >comfaQa  <o  bo^n«*iara,  tbatjiiics 
it  is  determined  that  they  ftionld  tinhe  iuto  oute^ 

i 

the  number  of  reprefentatives  to  be  fent,  froju 
each  to  the  common  Parliament,  ihould  be 
^plated  by  the  prppertju^f  ?ach,  or  in  <#frer 
wor4%;by  th^  ability  of  .ejuch. to  contribute  to 

JMnlMbis  »uk  to  be  deduce^  fropfer<^ 
Omftit  i&kw  only ;  jt  is  th^rple  of  re%f<s»  RpjJ,. 

m^tb*ifc<>ae  example  of  two,ojr:  n^oare^adiowr, 

vnitiaf*  #po»  ( *this;  priaci|>le^»r!G^iti§,  -:>«*; 
•j.u/a  '        C  3}  treating 


t 


t  «  ) 

*t$iftijrf{  of  ibfei*0EinpaiHn*y  ttftmiritad  &&  itoifte, 

thefiateafCibyrfc,  which  agreed  to ; iitoy^port^ 
faerfeEi  with  •  three  jtytesiia;  Jkfc  flmghbrtwhood 
upon  tkefe-tranpf  tbat  ffae  flrtuld  bav^'tbree 
^0{c^s4u  the  fuprome  council  of  the  new  con» 
rnimity,  \,  and  ^ad*!  b£  the  otikecp  only  one, 
l>ec*afe  fhe  contributed  more  ^  thg  e&niinoa 
benefit  than  an^fcf  vf  be  JPeft.*  <5Phe  ^otiilt  Is  tb* 
cafe  of  Lycia,  where  twenty  three  ftates  or  cijt^es 
ioitoi;    ff  wbirh  fome  had  three  To&?e^;  foine 

not  lbit$^tttottt*iptf^^ 

lhy*ot>  contribute  30  tlie  cammDcbbentAtof  athb 

1sfSw  W  brtfer  t<>  Btfng  tM^'  rtrte  $  lift  tipotf 
the  j^opofed  Unfoil  ftetwW'Grtfai?  &ritaifi  1*W 
Ireland,  and  to  adjnft  !the  nltobeir  df^ft^fefen- : 
tatives  which  each  is  entitled  to  have  in  the 
cortftTjctti'  Parliament,  it  wiH  fee  Htcefia^o 
f&oi  *W^ii»ate'bf<  (be  relattve  ffrHiiffef  fetebU 

JIB#iftbfe  (fWtt  ■endeavour  t^d^l^refWffrf^t^ 

ftiF'ftfentl  «*iw*fons  -     >ff;  t^tW^r^fl^ 

jpe ice  'ftftafel^nnteftf  o#'*he<'  two  «^ti$»?«B 

*  •    ,f*  r  '/  «  time 


-#  « 
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iid i'  j. 
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(C  *i3  ;) 

ncQ««^rAfti«*> ;..  jan&&t  mute  $5f9B%ij«-  . 

•fjpt^tivdy  itifcwed'  on  tlW  jproftnt  viae. >  $rd]y, 

upon  «ni»yer*iea$M/y»*s^|»!ttt:£i5j5Pp^9o 
ft*rl»gi :    a8<t.;tkajt:qf  Jrelagd  cpcf,#a»U»f 

thfc  fciapQttlflp; r.o£.  ivfeao&wftfalf  tfl  7pi$. 
Secacufy,  tfaei  ttiatfffhBwrai!  lisif^;  to  £freaf 

of.^hton^foaaA  t^op«....fl3hir41j^'tbe  iftjtfl 
tardea *  jpducedcapon  Great'  Britain  ky  thft 
ttaft  swill-  hate  :beoi  ^7,600,000  fterluig 
aJWHjalfy ;  j»adifte»-*wai  «wu*}  eb»$$ JqOi?*-; 
r«rf;  fey.  Ireland  .ip-fto?  farce;  pgripd*   wlj-^f^ 

of.  tip  fum*  fet- *ga#  ^yeach/cofptiy-.r^ft*; 

tively 


#>  •        — 


k     H     ) 

*rively*  ft* 'the  gradual  dfofcfbttttOnTof-  it*  nati- 
-^atdebt;)  *Bi«fc  will  be  in  the?  proportion 
rot -^  ttfri  '  Fowcbly'/  itlkf^wdaiaTJp  «cpeu- 
^fitwrt^f ;tfeeimfted  kitife&M&pta*  the  tttuth 
'*#  !  ^ace^toaf  be  effitt'ited . at .  £A;yo6?XX> 
TOrling '  pef°Aiinu m ;  ol"  fwhfch  '  tfce  &tt&  to 
US  ^fle^y  Ireland,    ff  -  !fli*  wete:  to  i  rttffam 

*  feparate  kifeg9d»;  and'  Wf  Sb  &o  *»ow  than  bet 
tflfl  peic^effaMittiment,  wo^  be,  £  1,^00/306-; 

and  hetelthe  propoHfoac  wbuld-be  -ratter  ttMp* 
thari  €  to  ^  'But  there*  is* alfo' *furt&er:'teft 
of  Vhe-re&tHre  ability  oiF'tRe"  Wo  couirtirh», 
tb'VBicKfr'&all'begeieafo  td  'appeal;  .and  that 
IS,'  tie  comparative  atfiouWftf >theu'  commerce; 
iBnM/lf  ttiis' companibtt be  takep  on  thiaxe^ 
fpeGfcte'  exports  of  !prodwfo:«0d:ftiaoufceaaTe. 
for  fflfnilar  averiges9"k  dud  vaitftfi  by  the.  dttrrefti 
ft£ci§;i  tifc*efult:  will  be  ftf  'the  prbpdAiob^. 
abodt  '•#  tOi'bi^itBzviip  £iyofii(Bi00o  idling 
for  Great  Britain,  i  and 'aboit '*»'j£-Si i«o^aodf 
fterlmg  for, Ireland-  EFfaiis  it  Appears  cfaatr 
ttiofo  difftreat  &Vi  mates  yaty&etiwsfcn  the  pro- 
portion  ki(  frve  afld' dne-half  to  f6ile,  and  tile 
^ppttioil  o&  'eight'  one*fdtirtti •  to  one;  and 
tberefere  T  think  'myTeif  warranted  to  aflumc 

7*  to 


(    i5    ) 

74  to  i,  or,-..  15  to  1  as  the  fair  and  reafoqabfc 
medium  ;  and  trhe  rather,  as  theHoqfe  of  Coa$- 
moQs,  to  ^hofe  rp^Qviuce  it  feem$*  peculiarly 
to  belong,  have  already  determined  that  to  b^ 
th^  ■;  proportion  according  to  which  :  each 
'  country,  oughts  tp  contribute  to  the  common 
fapport  of  the  taipjjtt.  And  htnce^it  follow^ 
that  according  to  tl»  nfle,  which  I-  h  we  ihowt} 
to  bt  fairly  deducible  from  our  Conftitution, 
and  which  has  feeea  obferved  by  other  nation; 
ib;  forming  treaties  icf  Union,    the  nqaibtar  of 

repnefeutatiyes  for  Ireland :  ought  .to  .be  ;jro  tht 
number  of  reprefentatives  for  r  Great Britain 
as  2  to  15;  which  (reje&ing  fra&ions)  would 
give  for  Ireland  about  74  only,  yfh^x^B 
the  number  propofed  is  10a    '  •  ■  », 


4   .        t     X      >« 


But  perhaps  I  fliall  be  told  that  I  cugfat  to 
take  into  the  eftimate  the  population  of  tbi 
two  Countries  refpe&ively.  And  aitho'  thi»  is 
contrary  to  my  notions  bf  tfce'  donftitutibn; 
which  fuppofe  property  anH.nd*  -population  ft> 
be  the  fubjea  of  xeprefentirtioto,  "yet  I  aitt 
willing  to  receive  it  into  *&  *feil£,'  ****-  fflij 
rather,  as  I  find  it  had  its  wd§tatftf^fti*n£  tli* 

treaty 


(  *«  ) 


/    / 


itctty  of  "tf  tiion  Set weea  Eagtena  and  StoiUu$J 
fcfct  tvitlvtbi^exprcfs.qu^lritk^tidn^  that  credit 

»bgirr  t^:  fet'-givefc  to* faritbt}  gnoft  but*4*&ty 

%He  ^prodil6i?Vi  p^pulatit«i  of1  the  two  countries** 
Aiia  c6b^Ving  the  aumbtf  of  artifts,  ttiaffu- 
feaurer*  arid  lSbcmrei*  itf  Great  Britain,  <wb6& 
Ii«ihitfery-i5*^ltfelf  fe  fetoie  permabem  fufcje& 
tfiftT  ddtk°-  to  the  health  «  atf -■  dfc;  cbmmiwiity>) 
tfkfc  tW'm*nibe.r  of  a  like*  tkfcrrpti<jA  ittrej 
ftHdf  e*c*pti#g{  fttWrf  thb>  «a'teuhiioit  all"  itilo 
iktffters,  va^booffdi'  £ndH>egg«»;  with  wilicfi 
Jrtta^d  iinforttia^t$l^  fwtfirtffr}   aiithwe  flfldi 

^hmonty  fefti*ated  as': :  t^'^Hon*  t<f  :tfirte 
ifed  Vtelf,:.yeetbfe.prfeikfSivfe  prtptiiatfon  $fll 
be  nearly  as  eight  <<vt -wfti  j  i-  483  if -I  'to'tf'tfgtit  iri 
this  conje&ure,  (for  not  being  .very  couvcrfaut 
in  p*tiftcat  ajk'bntouc? <I M&  ftonlyr^f  a.ibn- 
jf&iftfe):ttof  it  wilWppear.thrt  5$  wiH  be.  to 
2P9;nsai?Jjf:ia  a  compoftWj^fta -of  ;tbe:-ineaM* 


X    17   > 

-  t  '  -     ,      »      ,  ,  : 

»       »  .  .  -  '  '  «■  •    • 

the  advantages  which  Union  is  likely  to 
produce.  Id  the  Parliament;  df  Great  ^Britain 
the  number  bf  members  for'  theJcounty  of 
Cornwall  is  within  one  of  the  number  for  the 
^boie  of  Scotland*  which  contains  many  coun- 
ties* and  twenty  more  than  for  the  principality 
of  Wales*  which  contains  twelve  counties  ;  and 
iik  Ireland  the  number  of  meml^erisfor  the  county 

of  Cork  is  within  four  of  the  number  for  the 

t  ■       <  ■  • 
whole  province  of  fConnaught-;  and  yet  we  do 

not  find  that  either  Scotland/  Wales/  or  Con- 

•  .  ■  .     ■  -. '\    .-.  t      ♦  • » ♦  - 

naught  have  ev^r  complained,  or  *had  reafoh  to 

complain,  tST-tKe  difproporti6nk;   and   Why? 

becaufe  in  the  Britifh  "Parliament  the  inter  efts  of 

Scotland  and  Wales  are  identified  with  thofe  of 

England  5    arid  in  the  Irifh  Parliament  the  in- 

leTefts  of  Connaught  are  the  fame; with  thofe  of 

s 

Cork;/    Ancl  tfee  cafe  will  be  the  fataie  wheri  the 

r 

two;  countries  ftiall  be  unitei  into  one  bddy;: 
bep&ufe  the-intereft  of  the  whole  is  but  m 
aggregate  Of  theinterefts  of  its  feVeral  parts* '  V 


i« 


But  tho*  we  have  a  rule  to  ascertain  what  is 
a  competent  number  of  commoners  to  reprefent 
the  kingdom,  it  is  not  fo  eafy  to  determine  by 

D  any 


/ 
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any  rule  known  to  the  Couftitution  what  otight 
to  be  the- number  of  jts  peers. .  Anciently,  Lord 
Coke  tells  us,    a  knieht'a  fee  confifted  of  Vnd 

.   .   -  .  .      .         .  I  /         ■'-'         '   '     -  >  '*•  '    '       '     s*       *  "      ''        • 

\  * 

of  the  aumjal  vaj^p  of  fcip ; ,  thirteen  and.  oije- 
thjxd  of  thcfe  fees  went  xo  make  a  ba^pny,  %o  aa 
earjdom^  about  3,7,  a  marquifate*  -and  4Pt,  a 
dukedom*, 


But  fince  the  peerage  has  cfeafed  to  be  terri- 
torial, and  is  become  nierely  hpnprary, -,  (if  :we 
except  the  biftipps,  who  ftill  fit Jttr .fcironiarn^ 
we  can  no  longer  look  to  prope*tyjn  that  body, 
but  to  the  pleafure  of  the  pripQg^  wj^iph  being 
wholly  arbitrary,    can  furnifh,w  ^qrta^a^nd- 


■  *  ■  i 


It    muft    be    admitted    therefore  that    the 
conftitutioo;  .as  at  prefent  arranged,  fumifhea 
no  rule  of   that:  kind;     bttt-fbs   hiftory,,  of 
the  ;  XJnion^  with  .Scotland;  has:  i  happily,,  fug* : 
gefted   one;   for    the   author. of  t\&%  treaty  ; 
thought,  th^t  the  number  of-  peers,  pught  .to  . 
be  to  that  of  the  commoners  nearly  as  one  to 
three. 


\   :-~:\\!  U\i,  1 1  ».i   .-:  /i..  i  >  *>    5:1 


:  v 


? .  *  - •    -  ■  -  * 
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(     i9     ) 
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-  And  in  this  article  of  the  Iriihi  Union,   wd  v 
"•  find  -  that    rule  hag  bejea    obfetred,. .  tho'  not; 
c,xa$lyy  yetju^a  rpafqnable:4fgi^e.;  and  whetfe 
it  is  departed  from;    the  deviation  U  on.  the 
popular  fide.     And  confideri^g-the  ,niimber  ofi 
Irifh  Noblemen,,  who  have  alfo  feats   in    the 
IJritifh  boufe  of  peers,  (abput;40,  exclusive  of 
thofe  whole  titles  are   merely  L  honorary,)     it 
makes  amends,  .and  more  than,  amends,  for- 1 bet 
disproportion,  if  any.    It  is  double  the  (lumber* 
o£  the,  representatives  of  the  peqr^ge  of  Scq|-> 
land,  and  (what  is  very  r^m^table^dvo'  perhaps 
not  .adverted'  Jo  by  the  framers  of  xhis  article)- 


Befidesj ,  it  ^fertyes^onfidpraiion^  thatttt  the 
ti?$eof ,t\&  S^d^hjUaioiitbeiitUEhfeer  of  peers 
o^hal  ^JP^ton^as  abbut  r44,:  which  divided  ' 
by;  J&  >mak$fr  kbp  qdfotieat  9  ;  but  if  we  divide 
•2\7,i.  tljfc  #qfliberc£  the  Irifh  peersr  bx^lufive  of  ' 
Argh^ft^paitedbBifhops/by'^,  the  quotient 

wjlljbe  fererf.  three+fiourths ;    afcdi  if  again  we'  r 

* 
take  from  2i7,:Iorty;whd»arfe  alfo  pefers  of  Great 

Britain,    the  number  will  be  reduced  to  177 ; 

*  "wjugb  divided  by  28,  gives  only  6  and  a  frac- 

D  2  ■         .    tipn  j 
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tion;  fo  that  Ireland  will  fepd  to  the.Imperial 
Parliament1  nearly  a  flkfh  6F  her  temporal 
peerage  to  reprefeht  the  whole,  whereas  Scotland, 
of  whofe*  peers  there  were  only  four  or  five  in 

the  English  *  houfe  at  the  time  of  the  '.Union, 

•  *  *   •  ••• 

fends  only  'a'  ninths 


':  And  thus  the  ldftdfeid  intereftof  Ireland  will1" 

r 

be  Teprefented'  in  the  Parliament  of  thd  Union' 
by  two  commoners  and  one*  peer   for   every 

county  in  the'kirigdom  ;  a' number  of  wbiat  are* 

*  *:-■-•«.»,.•» 

called  rotten,  boroughs? vi\\\  be  clisfranchifed/  and. 
thofe  only  reprefented,  which  enjoy  a  corifide- 
ja^le  firare 'of 'commerce,  and  whdfe  conftitb- 
tions  are,  for  the  moil  part,  free ;  a  reform  of 
which  the  noble  Earl  who  fpoke  laft  will  hardly 
cortiplain,  fince  :be:prbpofesihat  &rear  Britain 
fljtould  alfo  disfranchife  a  certaid-  numbed  of 

he^  boroughs ;,  but  to  this  propoffcl  thfcr£  are 
two'obje&ions,rctoethatif  the  preniifes  which  * 
I  have  laid  down  are. right,*  Great*  Britain *  has 
only  her  juft:  proportion  ofl  ifi^wfea^tives  at- 
prefent ;  aa4  ithat-as;  fhe  has  not  dilated  ftf  <  ris*  ' 
it  will  not  beswn&us  io.di<Sfit*ta>  ten 

/:•;   J ::  vi   •••■■:  i  'Tfa»'v 


ysr 
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Thus  far,  my  Lords,  I  have  confined  myfelfi 
to  the  difcuffion  of  the  article  immediately, 
under,  confideration ;  but  as  I  have  not  troubled 
your  Lordfhips  this,  feffion  upon  the  fubjeft  of 
Union  in  general,  I  fhall  entreat  your  indul* 
gerice  for  a  few  puQutes,  while  I  endeavour  to 
give  an  anfwer  to  ibme  of  the  popular  objec- 
tions  which  are  commonly,  urged  again  ft  this, 
meafure. 


t  •    r 


Great  ftrefs  has  been  laid  upon  the  recovery 
of  pur  rights  in  the  m^mprable  -  aera  of  $782. 
It  is ,  the  boa  ft,,  the  pride,   the  pleafure  of  ipy 

'  life,  that  J  affifted  in  forming  that,  arrangement. 
But  the  great  value  of  that  arrangement-  is, .  that 
it  puts  us  on  a  proud  footing,  of  legi dative  in- 
dependence,  and  enables  us  to  fay,  upon  what 
terms  we  arte  willing  to  unite ;  whereas  if  that 
event  had  not  taken  place,    we  muft,  perhaps, 

1  before  now,  have  yielded  to  an  Union  of  fub- 
je£Hon,  not  an  Union  of  equality.  It  was 
then  declared  that  no  power  on  earth  was  com- 
petent to  make  laws  of  force  to  bind  this 
country, v  but  the  King,  Lords  and  Commons 
of  Ireland.      And  it  was  fo  truly  declared ; 

but 


(     22     ) 


r  ♦< 


but  are  we  called  upon  to  give  up  that  right  ? 

•>         .  •  •   ■  \    ". 

no  !  but  we  are  called  upon  to  perpetuate  it  by 
Union ;  not  to  annihilate  our  liberties,  but 
to  render  them  immortal,  by  placing  them.on 
the  fame  broad  bafe  with  thofe  of  Great  Britain. 
The  very  proportion  of  an  Union  for  our  de- 
liberation  is  a  recognition  of  our  right ;    for  if 

r        *  m  >  •  .  j  i 

any  other  power  had  been  confidered  as  corope- 
teht  to  bind  us,  we  ftiould,  probably,  have 
never  been  reforted  to. 


t      -  *  » v^ 


t 


t   » 


But  it  is  faid  thatvthe  arrangement  of  1782 
was  final  andconclufive.  Arid  10  I  admit 
it  to  be  as  to  the  only  fubje&  to  which  it  ap- 
plied ;  which  was  the  legiflative  independence 
of  Ireland.  The  independence  of  our  legiflatur© 
was  then  finally  eftabliftied,  and  has  never 
fince  been  violated. 


.     ♦  1 


But  where  is  the  article  in  that  arrangement,  . 

which   forbids   an    Union    between   the  two 

.  ...»  •  , 

Countries  ?     It  decides  the  only  queftion  then     , 
in    controverfy  between    them,      and  thereby 
impedes  not,    but  rather  facilitates  an  Union; 
•  juft  as  the  accommodation  of  a  private  di{Fer 

rence 


(     S3     ) 

rence  between  two  individuals  often  lays 
the    foundation    for    a    lafiing   frjendfhip    ia 

future. 

....  j 

It  muft  be  admitted  jthat  the  independence 

»  *  * 

of  Ireland  was  not  placed  on  a  firmer  bafis 
in  1782  than  that  on  which  the  independence 

of  Scotland  flood  in    1767.     The    only  difie- 

•       .-  •  -  •  *      *  '  *  ■ 

j*eace  between  the  two  cafes,  is,  that  Ireland 
newly  recovered  in    1782,    what  Scotland  had 

enjoyed  for  ages  before  1707.     And  therefore 

-        -  -  •     *     •* 

the  independence  of  Scotland  might  with 
ifiore  reafon  have  been  objeAed  as  a  bar  to 
her  Union  with  England.  And  accordingly 
the    obje&ion  was    made   by  the    patriots   of 

thofe   times  5    but   the  Scotch  were   too  wife 

,.      \.    •  •     ' 

to  give  way  to  it. 


I  have  heard  it  aflerted  that  an  a&  of 
Xfnion  will  annihilate  the  Parliament  of 
Ireland.  And  I  admit  that  it  will  annihi* 
late  it  in  one  fenfe  of  the  word.  It  will  • 
annihilate  it  as  a  diftin&  Parliament ;  and  jn  . 
like  manner  will  it  annihilate  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain:  but  they  will  not  therefore 

ceafe 


1 , 


( „  . 
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ceafe  to  exift ;  for  out  of  the  two  will  fpring 
a  third^  neither  Britifh  nor  Irifti,  but  com* 
pounded  of  both,  and  for  that  reafon  more 
competent  than  either,  to  promote  and  fecure 

•  * 

the  freedom,  the  profperity  and  the  happinefa 
of  the  whole. 

For  it  is  a  miftake  to  fay,  that  when* 
two  nations  unite,  they  annihilate  or  fur- 
render  their  rights.      They  do  not    furrfcnder 

0 

but    interchange    and .  combine    them*      Nor 
do  I  aflert  this  upon  my  own  authority  only* 
If  aflert  it  upon  the  authority  of  the  learned, 
Grotius,    in  whom  you  will  find  thefe  words 
upon  the  fubje&:— "  Qjdpd  Ji  quando  uhiantuf 

* 

duo  populiy    non  amittantur  jura,  fed  communis 

■ 

cabuntur,  Sicut  Sabinorum  primo9  *£$  deindt 
Albanorum  jus  in  Romanes  transfufum  efl ;  et 
una  fad  a  rejpublicd,  ut  Livius  loquitur.99 — The 
rights  of  two  nations  will  not  be  loft,  but 
communicated  by  Union.  And  this  was 
the  cafe,  when  the  Sabine  nation  firft, 
and  afterwards  the  Alban  coalefced  with  the 
Roman  ;  and  fo,  in  the  language  of  Livy, 
the     whole     became    one     commonwealth. 

"  Idemque, 


regmUr  q&%  *w  fa&Wl*.<mt  es  dmtflxat  quad  re- 
gem  cmtnmnetn  ^ahwnt*  Jkftyerq,  utkitafe  jw+ 
guntur*  Gr&w.fo  jvr$  belli  i£  p^tis.^Lih  \u 
&9*  f-9* — And  the  fame  miy  be  faid  0itwp 
kingdoms,  if  they  happen  to  be  conne&ed,  not 
byafoederai  alliance,  aiot  by  the  tye,  only  of 
being  fubj^ft  jto  .oae  common  Sovereigu,  f  (the 
very    relation   whicti   fybfifts   at    pcefent    be* 

»     •       «  .        . » »  /„  t 

tweeu   Great  Britain  *nd  . Ireland*)  but  by  a  ' 
real,    incorporating  Unipn*, [\.  , 

-  _         -*-J    j   '.«.**>•     •       4. .  • .  .  *  'J     "j      X. 

SStiQ^i Jp^^p^e^e.  35J^t.  if^th^,  g^jgar. 
$WW*i>kd  Hey»ilc4;^pm  the  be^njgj,  bs* 

j^fekaL  ^Qcjat^  lC«uld9eW:  fe*F«  ;.!»»< 
o-%te  .of  nature,  to^j6  ^5,    jfr  M  tm  ' 

**?*>  «#>: W<#,forf ,mtw*  *&**&  mM 

the  beafts  of  the  fbreft,    would   never   have  ', 
nons  rf,  ?ride,  but  £Wfiufeb  ha.ve  ;f  $1^  j^ 

tnemfelves  into  one  focjay ,.  the  rfirft  tu-o  .ar 
•<  '  E       -  three 
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three  focieties  who  formed  themfelvcs  intd  one 

V   .  ..... 

nation,   might  with  eqtiil  reafon  hive  fputbed 

the  idea  of  uniting,   *  fince'  it  feems  *  diflihft 

•  « •  "' 

independence  is  of  more  value  than  common 

•  •  *• » 


r  \ 


What  was  the  condition  of  this  country  when 
divided' into  petty  principalities?  If  we  look 
into  our  hrftory,,  we  Ihall  there  find  the  pride 
of  independence  painted  in  its  flrongeft  colours. 
The  chara&er  of  thofe  "times  cannot  be  better 
given  than  in  the  laconic  correfpondence  of 
IwoCfe&taihs.^The1  orie  Writes  to  tbfc^btfier, 
«:<Sei&  n*^my  m&te/'of'if  fovt^oh^^^ 

»  •  *  #>  r  |  / 

«rid 'Bie-' «itKer  with  dqimbfc^y^iid 'point, 

•  «fid''ir;I  dkr^^tfffyfth^-W^'fo  4tfttfiig 
*fofc:  tbVoatsW  eat^  inter;-  until  the  extrr'|>a^ 
te <tf  taeofr  Wh  pifl? a¥efld  ttf  th^tiarreL  ; 

'  "Seiih  ktc  the  fruits  or  dividedt  independence; 

Ua  ir^*'**-  fjiJ-ccw-  r;,:..<-^i  "to  "";■ 
&ttd  iucn  fruits  did  this   nation    continue  to 

r6ip\   W&?1  exhaufled  oy  inceflant  diltenlions, 

•     a$d  ^tWiied   withl    Wood,/  they  %  agreed    to 

;o.  6-i'i  <*  V  \.  c  *'U*  ^  v       }- i  ?°v^r;:- 
fubmit  to  the  difcipline  of  EngHfh  l^ws, .  and 


(  A7    ) 

-  i 

>ja  a<skucwkdge  the  King  q£  England  for  their 
fujjerior  Lor$.      And  happy,  had  it  been  for 
this  country,    if  its  .inhabitants  had  eyer  fince 
c6Atiniied  .uy  that  temper  ;  but,  unfortunately, 
the  lov^  of   independence   revived    in    their 
bofojns;  /they    renounqed- their  allegiance   to 
their  common  fovereignj  and  once  more  exhi: 
biteji  fcepes  of  rapine,  and  bloocjfiied  which 
*re,;a^Ufgrace  to,  human  naturp.      Nor  were 
the;  EqgliOx  colomfts,    at   times,    in  a  much, 
tetter  condition.    The  hiftorjf  of  this  country, 
4uriug  the  contention  of  the  Houfes  of   York 
and    Lancafter,     furnifhes    inftances  of   two 
Parliaments  fitting  at  the  fame  time,  and  each 
^tainting  and  confifcating  the  eftates  of  the. 
other.     And iu  this  ftate of  anarchy  a'ndconfu- 
fion  did  things  continue,   with  little  or  no  in- 
terruption,    until  the  nation  was  once  more 

*  -  * 

united  under  James  the  firft,  who  may  be 
,  considered  as  the  lawgiver  of  Ireland;  and 
from  whofe  reign  we  muft  date  the  commence- 
ment  of  a  government  regularly  organized,  and 
of-  Parliaments  folcmnly  holden* 


* . 


£  %  Kor 


•  « 

••  Not  is  this  Rate  df  things  peculiar  to Iteland. 

It  is 'the  fame*  iu  all  eotftitries:  which  are  divided 

into  pfctry  ftates.     Itwasfo  in  ancient  Greece* 

before    the   inftitution   of    the   Atiiphi&ictiAc 

Council  give  it  a  common,  iutereft  a&d  prin- 

crple  of  a&ron.      It  was  fain  ancioat  Italy 

till  the  weight  of  the  Roman  power  ccmrprefled 

it  into  <nre  natron,     ft  was foinSp'ain,  France 

and  England,  until  the  petty  fovereignties  mttf 

which  thofe  kiogdbms  were  anciently  divided, 

feverally  fubmitted  themfeives  to  one  coftmoa 

lbvereigu.   Andfo  it  is,  and  will  cont'inuetoJbe^ 

among' the  favatge  tribes  of  America,  -rati!  the' 

light  Of  philofophyfbalffhincupon,  audteactr 

tbem  the  bleflings  of  tfnioni  civilisation  and1 

focial  order.  * 

» *  *        •  •     . 

•  r 

It  is  faid  that  the  propofcd   XJnidn   U  un- 
ljteceflary,    becaufe    we  are  already  united  to 
Great  Britain  by  a  foederal  alliance.    But  the 
hiftoryof  the  World  proves  th<*  imbecility  of  - 
federal  connexion.;    fiuce  the  jeatoufy  of  the 
weak  ftate  will  always  prompt  it  to  fepa rate 
♦tfelf  from  the   ftrong.      It   was  thus  in  the 
cafe  of  Spain  and  Portugal:  the  latter,,  being 

ths 
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the  weaker  ftate,  renounced  Tier  connexion  with 

•  ■        *■  * 

the  former,  and  placed  the  Portuguese  crown 
on  the  head  of  the  Duke  of  Braganza.  A 
iimilar  confequence  refulted  from  the  con- 
nexion between  Denmark  and  Sweden  :  Sweden, 
feeling  the  inferiority  of  her  fituation,  took 
the  firft  opportunity  of  feparating  herfeff  from 
Denmark,    and  eleded  Guftavus  Varfa  for  her 

Sovereign.    Look  to  the  example  of  Holland  t 

'f  ■ 
if  her  feven  provinces  had  been  incorporated 

«  .  "*, 

into  one  nation,  inftead  of  each  poflefling  a 
negative  upon  the  general  will  of  the  coafede- 
racy,  would  France  have  been  able  to  over  run 
the  whole  country  iii  a  few  weeks  ?    If  in 

Germany  there  had  not  exifted  a  multiplication 
of  interefts  and  reparation  of  ftates,  each  en- 
deavouring, to  fhift  for  itfelf,  inftead  of  uniting 
for  the  common  defence,  could  the  French 
arms  have  reduced  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhiue 
in  one  or  two  campaigns  ?  In  Italy  we  fee  the 
fame  €ffe&sr  proceeding  from  the  fame  caufes: 
had  {he  been  united  under  one  Senate,  or  one 
powerful  Pilnci,  could  the  conquefts  of  Bona- 
parte have  been  fo  rapidly  accpmpliihed  ?  But ; 
allies  h*ve  never  been  known  to  co-operate  cor- 
dially: 


* 
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dially:  Dum  ftnguli  pugnant  unwerji  vincuntut. 

.       '   * '    .  '  .     •  •  .-'....■ 

Switzerland  is  now  ruing  the  feeblenefs  and  infta- 

bility  of  loederal  alliance ;    and  Poland,    where 

*  *  •  *  ■ 

every  member  of  the  Diet  was  independent  of 
the  other,  and  by  his  {ingle  liberum  veto  could 
controul  the    general  will — Poland    has  been 

blotted  out  of   the  catalogue  of  nations,   and 

*  •    *  •  •  ,-,-...  .  . 

exifts  only  in  the  fragments  of  a  difmembered 

provipqe.  Gaft  your  eye  over  the  chart  of  the 
World,  and  if  you  would  form  an  eftimate  of 
the  political  prdfperity.of  any  given  portion  of 
it,  you  have  only  to  inquire  whether  it  is 
united  under  one  head  like  China,  or  divided 
into  petty  hordes,  like  thbfe  of  the  Tartars  and 

Arabs.  To  an.  Union  of  'ftates  there  can  be  no 
©bje&ion  but  that  the  machine  may  become  un* 
wieldy  from  its  magnitude;  but  no  Empire 
can  be  too  great,  where  the  arm  of  the  Sove- 
reign can  reach  to  every  part  of  it,  and  his 
will  command  all  its  motions. 

It  has  been  argued  that  we  were  never  def. 
tined  to  unite,  <becaufe;  a  phyfical  barrier  has. 
been  placed  between  us ;    beoaufe  the.fea  flows 
between  the  two  Iflands  :  as  if  the  interpofition 
of  that  element;  upon  which  commerce  is  ei*. 

ercifed> 


(    &x    ) 


~     -4 


erciied/did  not  furnifti  the  ftrongeft  argument 

for  an  Urn  oh  between  two  commercial  nations. 

FromiZiriiriierraan's 'furvey  it  appeai^tbaft '  ttad 

line  of 'ISa  coaft  of  Great  Britain  iikMre4nd* 

taken 'tcfgetber;  >motiritst6  upwards-eff^Boo 

hiiTes/whne  that'df  Prince  is^hdf%nbr6  than 

•  ''•«♦..•  *. 

i,dco;  and  to  this  caiifeWemay  trace  the  extinc- 

tidh  of  the  French  trade  and  the  dejbreffion  of 

it's  navarflrength  ;j  to  this  caufe  we  may  aferibe 

the\inexhauftible  treasures  of  Britifti  t&itiitktcei 
and  the  multiplied  glories  of  the  Britifh  Flag  ! 
ftuf "if" to  rtfndV'rf:tbiii%fiippofed  impe&metit, 
nature hail  utrited  the  eaftern  fi&^l^*iitf;taf 
the   wefterriof -GTeit  Britain,0  cfi\te:  J TSflndf&J 

miles  of  fea  coaft  wouldlliave  been  defttoyed/ 
j  •*  .*  .'.,r' 

and  a  proportional   fouriffe' of  opulence   and 

•  *  •  » 

power  *lotf  ttrtite  eiwpfrer "  "!  :,:  l       ;-"''-> 


Dr.  Adam  Simth^asdwelt  upon  the advinta- 
ges  of  a  country  beifig  lnterfe&fcd,  naturally  or 
artificially,  by  navigable  Waters.  He  Computes 
that  a  broad  wheeled  Waggon,  attendee!  by  tvvo 
men,  and  drawn  by  eight  *  horfes,  in  abimr  fix 
week$  time,  'cafRdr'aiVil1  briqgs  b^;;b^tWenr 
London  and  EditibftVgh  near  four  ton  weight  of 

goods 


{    $4    t 

gdo4&  •  atnl  that  in  about  tticfajne  lime,  a-fcip 
navigated  by  fix  <>r  eight  menu  and  facing  be? 
tween  tbe^wt«  of  4xmdw  and  ^itb,  fragment!  j1 
farrjeit  aqd  bruagp  back  tipq  h^ndre^I  item  weight: 
of  goo^U*  Sixos  pigjta  row  therefojr^rby  the 
l*elp  of  w^ter  carriage  &a&  carry  and  fcnog  back^ 
in  the  foine  time,  the  feme  quantity  of  good^ 
between  Umdoj*  and  JS^lwrgbj  as  fifty  b^oaej 
ybeeled  waggons  attended  by  a  hundred  ni£9 
attfidjaWB  ^y  fp^r  hundred  horfes, 


;!'•» 


Softniibk  ip  Great  Btnafo  of  tlxf  JwA,  <?f 

{uch  ,aqlifo^divifiQW>  "that  fbe  is  dailj*  ^xjpen? 
^^  t^quf^lnJs  oa.\he  cpoftto&iai}  of.  aavigabUj 

Cfrtp^lfij .Jifrs  a&qaUyL£ora>ed  heffelf  into  twe? 
Mand*  by  the  Juq#iotlo£ ;>thei^ub.of  jforth  and 
Clyde ;  and  is  medit^tiAg  auPtber,  g^f". wor^ 
which  will  (till  further  divide  the  ifland.  '•'  It  is 
upon  the  fea  coaft/'  &ys  the  -author of. the  w^tfi 
of  nations"  and  u poo  the,  banks.of  navigable 
rivers,  tb*t  induftry  of  every  kind  begins  to  fub- 

a 

divide  apdimprpve  itfelf  jandit  is  freqyem]y.no$ 
tiH  along  time  after,  that,thQfoiaiprov^ipentseJ- 
tpv4  themfflv$&£o  the  ipb*n£  part?  of  thq  coun- 
try^   Wbeji  Gre4t  Britain  wiftied  to  conftiethe 

trade 
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trade  of  the  American  colonies  to  the  mother 
country,  and  to.check  their  jmptual  intercouffe; 
fhe  paffcd  a  layv  to  prevent  certain  gpocjs  from 
beinor  water  borne  between  one  piovjnce  antl 
apothsr.    The  riches  of  JndpfUn  may.be;typiT 

,£ed  by  thp  waters  of  the  Ganges;  and  the  bar* 

i 

rennefs  ..and  defolationof  Africa  accounted  for 
by  her  want  of  navigable  ftreams.  The  diviut 
Author  of  our  pature  introduced  fpur  grea*  j 
rivers  into  Paraqife,  as  if  to  point  out  to  man*  / 
"kind  what  parts  of  that  earth,  which  he  had  / 
given  them7  they  pught  to  cyltiy^te  the  fij;ft. 


*  t  . .  »i  i  i. 


j . .  '.  t .' 


Jti  a  former  fctfjon  I  tropbjsd  your  lLor<ifbips. 
with  fpme  remarks  pn;the;CrQWP^ence.of  Par- 
ljanjent  to  pafs  an  a^r.pf  Umop^I  am  tin-: 
willing  to  letura  to  .t^e;fubje£l,  .  but  Lfeel; 
myfelf  provoked, ,  by  what^lm  been.f^id  in 
another  Hpufe,  if  I  may  credit  the  '-public, 
pjints,    to  offer  a  few  additional  observations,  4 

^n  aft  of  Union  is  a'Uw  incorporating  one- 
£atc  v^ith  another. for  their,  mutual  benefit,  ai^d 
protection.  It  is  a  folemn  compaft,  by  whiett 
two  ftates,  hitherto  diftinft,  agree  to  become 
one,  and  to  be  governed  in  future  by  one 
common  wilh- .  J^ut  to  call  this  political  ftxicid^ 
is,  in  my  apprehenfion,  r^nk  nopfenfe ;  un^ef& 
it  can  be  proved  that  when  two  ftates  unite 

^  thev 


4 


aw 


a  * 

t 

ttiey  ceafe  to  'exiff.  .  \TJnion  is  only  a  h 
iommori  to  two  Rates  ;  and  to  fay  that  the  Par- 
Jiaments  of  both  are  ir/competeht  to  frame  fuch 
a  law,  is  to  fay  that  they  are  incompetent  to 
anf^the^air^  "For  a 

difhn<£\ion**is  to'  be  macie  bctweeii 'the*  phyfical. 

,  •      '  'i  •  f      *'         f  f 

aria  mloral  power  of    Parliaments.     They  can 

t.<!c^atfy~la&,  uii't  'there  arc  ceftain  a£U  which' 
.  V/i  j  ir<r  ;..•).,:..  i*^  a.::...  '  /"  Jo  :>..::>\ 
iney^  ouglit  not  to  doj  and  therefore  every 
quciltonsbf  competence  ultimately  refolves  itfelf 
into  a  queftion'of  ^^/tv?^.  And  furely  it  will 
not  be  argued,  that  tho*  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  ftiould  Hand  on  the  precipice  of  de- 
tfru&ioii;  that  t bo*  their  diftin&riefs  murf  De 

productive  of  oftfeiy  itt '  the  "extreme,  :and  UiYion 

~-  ***        -  *   j  t  *5     •""  •-♦»...     *  * 

be  evier  fo  Tieceflafy*  to  their  hapj>rflfef»  •  that 

they  muff  continue -cliftfadl 'for  Want  of  power 

jo  unite  : '  in'otfier1  words,  that  tfcbr'Yhe:  *neafure 

fhduld-be'evef  "fo'expectiinr,   the 'Parliaments  of 

the  two 'countries* arc  yet '  wcomsifeht  to'enaft* 

iiS"  It  is  a  Wretched  argument,    ana  fuch  as* 

rid  man  in'  his  feiifes  can  contend  for.   ' "  TShe 

**  'bare  idea'bf  d'Jtale?  '  faysCJudge  Blackfiorie,L 

r       ""without  a  penvtr  fom&xi'ktre  njcffeci  to  altir  every 

"  pari  of  ili'ldws?  (a&d  It  rs  t&e  laws  of  every 

Country  w'hfath  -itiake'hs  conftifuti^n,)'  c<  w  /Ar 

height  of'fol?:icc[ahfi^hily^  '  "•  i/:  '>     ' 


c«- 


TWi 


{ 
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'  * 

the  arrangement  .of  17,84  is  considered  as  p^rt 
of  a  plan  of  fepaf^aqn  $  I  w^s^oijicerjaed^^  "" 
that,  arrangement,    and  was  at , that  time*', as 
I.flill  am,    a  decided  friend  Jfl  TJntoi};.  aocl 

had  gny  fcheme  fpr ..  t-haS  ^Wf^fe^^Ji^A 
devifcd,-  I  fhou.M  ljave  givfln  J^.^y^Cuppgw* 
But  tho'  I  had  the  boaou?  of_beiftfr  admitted 
iotojtbc  councils  of  thar.day,  JLba^c^t  pp&rir 
my  n^mbry  aaytraceof  fiich,  a rfebcp^ facing 
been  propofed>.  .piifch  lefs  reduced  into  for$fc; 
Ancl  fure  I  am,..;that  ha,d  if  b,e^  progofecj,; 
I  fhould  not  ^havevfhrunk  from  it.  tbro'  any 
apprehenfioa.of  lofi$g  <*  ^//y  pnd.^gr.tc/iriw$f 
popularity*  I, have  long  learned  tode£pife  nopu-:  » 
larky,  and  have  had  examples .  wqugfr Jtefbre  my. 
eyes,,  to  convince  me  how  uuwgrtby  it  is, of 
th$  purfuit'pf  any  man  of  common  feiife*     L 

'  '     '.  '  k  /        «  *  .  ,     <    .       •  .  ♦  v.-  . 

havefepu  an  honourable  and  refpeftablefrieQdof 
mine,  now ,no  more,  at  o,ne  time. ledj  half-way 
to  the  gallows  to  be  hanged,  kn|d  in  alhort 
time  after  carried  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
;  (and  for  aught  I  know  by  the  fame  mob,)  in 
triumph,  as  one  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
city.  I  have  lived  to  fee  an  illuftrious  friend . 
of  mine  at  one  time  idolized  as  a  deity,    and 

^  * 

at  another  disfranchifed  as  a  traitor;    the -aft 
•of  an  intemperate  corporation,  whofe  cencufe 

1  rnnlH- 


V. 
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— '  • 

Could  no  more  depreciate,  than  their  applaufe 
could  enbabce,  the  value  6f  a  character  which 
will  always  Tuftain  hfelf.  I  have  lived,  and 
am  proud  to  "fay  it,  in*  habits  of  intimacy 
\vithhim;  J'and  know  him  to  be  as  incapable  of 
engaging'1  iti  *anjr  plan  for  feparating  '  this 
country  from  Greait  Britain,  as  the  moll  Are- 
iruous  -advocate  for  ^tbe  '  $refent  meafiire.  If 
ihert  be  any  young  xnatl  within  hearing,  who 
feels  himielf  enamoured  of*  popularity;  I  (hall 
beg  leave  to*  give  hiiii  Xtii6tt  'litf&not  ihftrac^ 
titera.  Let;him  keep  himfelf  for  ever  engaged 
in  the  purfuit  of  fome  unattainable  objeft  j  let 
him  make  the  impra&icabllity Vf^his  meafures 
the  foundation  of  «  his  fame :  but  let  him 
beware  how  he  follows  any  fblid  or  poflible 
good;  for  as  fu  re  as  he  fucceeds  his  fame  is 
damned  for  ever.  Succefs'will  only  call  up 
f©m6  envious  fwaggerer,    who  will  undertake, 

to  go  a  bar's  length  beyond  "him,    and  fnatch 

*  -  •  • 

away  from  him  the  worthlefs  prize  of  popu- 

lar  eftimation. ' 


i 
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a  At  for  the  fcnfc  and  reafon  of  it,  that  hat  little  or  nothing  to 
do  here;  only  let  it  found  full  and  round,  and  chime  right  to  the 
humour  which  it  at  prefent  agog;  (juft  as  a  big  long  rattling  name 
it  faidto  command  even  adoration  from  a.  Spaniard)  and,  no  doubt, 
with  this  powerful  fenfelefs  engine,  th^-aUit  driver  £nall  be  able  to 
carry  all  before  him.'*  south'*  sk&mons. 
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MY   LORD, 

X  OUR  Lordfhip  was  lately  pleafed,  a»  it  has  been  re- 
ported, to  pronounce  an  eulogium  *on  the  principles  abd 
condiicl  of  a  disfranchifed  member  of  the  Corporation  of 
Dublin,  fome  part  of  whofe  various  publications,  or  at 
leaft  of  the  publications  which  have  been  circulated  in  his 
hame,  will  make  the  fubject  of  the  following  Review. 
The  confequence  teftowed,  on  this  Gentleman  l>y  your 
£rf>rdfhip's  applaufe,  is  the  fole  caufe  of  the  prefent  at-  . 
tempt.  Had  he  been  permitted  to  remain  under  the  made*, 
in  which  the  contempt  ot  his  country  had  caft  him,  had 
fabt  the  gUre  of  jrour  Lordftip's  panegyric  broken  through 
that  gloom,  he  otight  t&  hare  been  permitted  to  pafs  his 

B  life 

*  "  I  have  livedo  fee  an  illuftrious  friend  of  mine  at  tone  time  idol- 

vjted  as  a  deity,  and  at  another  disfranchifed  as  a  traitor ;  the  aelf  of 

an  intemperate  corporation,  whofe  cenfure  could  no  more  depreciate, 

than  their  applaufe  could  enhance- the  value  of  fdeh  a  character. 

which  will  always  fuftain  ftfelf." 

tMUtuitr,  tifTXT&an,  rat  smcx  or  Loan  nuraaTOK,  r.  is? 


r 


.     \. 


.(  *  )  . 

life  in  that  degree  6f  gratification,  which  fblitude  and  ofr* 
fcurity  always  afford  to  a  ^did  temper.  It  would  he  at 
Wanton  infult  to  queftion  either  your  Lordfhip's  fincerity 
or  your  innocence,  in  what  it  has  been  reported  you  have 
faid,  as  it  was  purely  voluntary,  and  neither  direftly  ot 
,  collaterally  connected  with  your  argument. 

The  ftamp  df  your  Lardfhip^  high  aiithorlty,  fhuft  un- 
doubtedly give  currency  to  any  opinion  which  bears  {a 
refpeclable  an  impreffion.  It  has  done  fo  in  the  cafes  or 
thofe  perfons,  who  have  hitherto  enjoyed  t^e  happinefs  of 
your  Lordflrip's  confidence,  and  the  advantage  of  your 
Lordfhip's  protection.  Without  the  afliftance  of  that  awful 
ftamp,  few  perfons  in  this  land  would  have  conceived  that 
your  Lordfliip's  acknowledged  counfellors  and  intimates,, 
Bartle  Hoare,  and  Jack  Egan,  were  equally  fitted  in  point 
of  morals  for  the  fcrupulofity  of  Arch-bifhop  T^illotfon,  and 
in  graceful  accomplirornent  of  manners    to.  the    almofl 

;  mmofatic  difcrirniriation*  of  I^ord  Chefterfield ;  yet,  rriy 
£.ord,  who  wuTnow  queftion  your  Lordfhip's  judgment  iff 
thefe  inftances?     N6ne,  thy  Lord.  /  It  is  therefore  devoutly 

1'  to.be  expected,  that  precifely  the  faine  degree  of  deference 
will 'be  paid  by  the,  public  judgment  to  tfiis  recent  opinion 
with  which,  as  wkh  a  "  *  veil  of  light,",  you  have  endeavour- 
ed to  furround  our  late  (now  disfranchJfed)  fellowwcitiyen, '  a» 
has  hitherto  been  given  to  your  Lordfliip's  approbation 
of  the  two  worthy  perftmages  whofe  names  I  have  men- 
Soned.  •      * 

But,  ftiy  Lord,  fhongh  aoqaiefceflce  in  "yotif  judgment 

*  To  any  pcrfbn  iUssiinatcd  by  the  glare  of  Bis  Lord&ip'a  appro-? 
hfiUvn,  the  remainder  of  t'Jrat  Wautifalpaflage  maywcUte*  applied  :• 
"  MytyerioUi  W/#  of  krightneft  Jjradc, 

"  Thafi  bo»h  hi*/^#  atd  feis  Audc." 


(  .  3     ) 

fijay  be  general,  it  is  polfibIe,,futh  is.the  whimfical  compa- 
fltion  of  human  nature  that  it  may  not  be  uni  verfal.  It  ought 
however  to  be  made  as' general  as'  poflible.  The  disirin* 
chifed  citizen,  in  his  laft  publication,  called,  an  ft<  anfwer  to 
a  pamphlet,  entitled,  the  Speech  of  the  Earl  of  Clare,u 
h£s  laid,  "  that  he  will  tajke.  no  notice  of  any  anfwer,  ex- 
-  cept  one:  coming  from  the  author"  of  the  pamphlet  to 
which  he*  alludes,  Such  an  opportunity  of  following  his 
fubjeel,  he  was  well  affured,  would  never  bp.  giyen  to  him; 
how,  therefore,  are  latent  obje&ions,  (fuch  there  may  bo* 
however  futile,)  which  may,  mod  injurioufly  to  his  cha- 
racter and  conduct  be  circulated,  .to  be  expofed  and  fi- 
lenced  ?  JBy  no  other  method,  than  by  fame  perfon  as  difin- 
tereftedly  zeal6us  in  the  caufe  of  truth  as  your  Lordfhip, 
v  collecting  all  fuch  objections  in  one  point  of  view,  and  giv- 
ing them  their  full  force,  in  order  that  your  Lordfhip,  <  ak 
fuming  to  yourfelf  the  fame  office  for  the  disfranchifed  per- 
fojtage,  as  Philo-Junius  did  formerly  for  a  much  more- 
eminent  matter  of  vituperation,  may  have  an  opportunity 
of  doing  that  for  this  fubje£  of  your  applaufe,  and  object 
of  your  admiration,  whic^h,  by  his  own  determination*  he 
is  precluded  from  th,e  ppflibility  of  doing  for  himfelf. 

'  It  is  now  my  intention,  nay  Lord,  to  afford  your  Lordfhip 
that  opportunity,  and,  in  doing  fo,  I  fhall  commence  with 
fome  obfervations  on  the  pamphlet,  entitled,  an  aniwer  to 
the  pamphlet,  entitled,  the  fpeech  of  the,  Earl  of  Clare* 

'  - 

N  The  pamphlet  alluded  to  enters  into  an  examination,  no* 
merely  of  the  truth  of  the  aflertions  made  in  the  fuppofed 
fpeech  of  Lord  Clare — not  merely  into  a  refutation  of  the 
arguments  founded  upon  the  fa&i?  ftated,  but  alfo  into  a  cri-. 
tical  inveftigation  of  the  merits  of  the  flyle,  and  the  man- 
ner  in  which  the  ideas  o£  the  writer  are  conveyed,  andthpf* 
argument^  of  hi*  are  arranged.  *      - 

«     B  a  Jwix 
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Just  tafte  is  the  fpirit,  and  philological  knowledge  is  tfee^ 
Ahftance  of  true  criticum.    Bombaft  can  never  be  held 
ug  as  a  light  to  detect  confufion;  and  t&  blunder  in  the/ 
purfuit  of  inaccuracy,  excites  contempt  inftead  of  producing 
coavi&on. 

pF  the  manner  in  which  the  pamphlet,  called  Loi^ 
Pore's  fpeech,  is  written,  perhaps,  the  greateft  praife  is, 
that  ftyle  feems  to  have  been. the  fmalleR  object  of  the 
writer.  The  ftyle  feems  to  be  a  mereanftrument,  fuddenly 
feized  by  a  £vely  temper,  to  convey,  in  the  fulnefs  of  its 
colouring,  and  the  precifion  of  its'*  form,  to  the  perception^ 
of  the  freader,  that  picture,  which  was  vividly  imprefled  on 
the  mind  of  the  writer.  Sound  knowledge,  and  conusant 
'  exercife,  affdrd  a  releafe  from  the  immediate  tenfion  of 
thought,  and  give  an  opportunity  of  amiming  all  the  eafe 
of  c&releflhcfs,  without  the  hazard  of  appearing  floverdy. 

These  feem  to  have  been  the  habits  and  powers  of  the 
writer  of  the  pamphlet  called  Lord  Clare's  fpeech.  The 
xrind,  while  it  was  engaged  in  the  compofition,  appears 

•  ta  have  been  too  confeious  of  its  own  vigour,  to  have 
ilooped  to  guard  againft  the  queruloufnefs  of  little  obferva- 
tic^n,  and  too -proud  of  its  own  ftrength  of  thought,  to 
defcend  to  any  fubordinate  tiifplay  in  the  trick  of  artificial 
competition.  'That  praife  however  may  be  fairly  given  to 
k,  which  is  moft  truly  deferved,  where  perhaps  it  has  been 
Icaft  fought.  It  may  be  fajd  of  the  language  of  thk 
Speech,  as  was  faid  of  the  profe  of  Dry  den,  "  that  it  has 
"  not  the  formality  of  a  fettled  ftyle,  in  which  the  firft 
\\  half  of  the  fenterice  betrays  the  other.      The   claufes 

>  v.  are  never  balanced,  nor  the  periods  modelled  mK  every 
\c  word  feems  to. drop  by  chance,  though  it  falls  into  its^ 
X  proper  .place."    ?«  N6thing  is  cold  or  languid."  ,  u  Nor 

^  "  •      "  does 


/ 


s 

I 


1  " 


(   s   )  : 

i 

i 

does  the- writer  appear  to  have  any;  other  Alt,  than  that  of 
Gxpre/fing  fuith   clearnefs  what  he  thinks  with  vigour." 


Such  a  ftyle  affords  but  little  fpace  for  the  exercife  of 
mere  verbal  criticifm.  Every  particular  word  is  involved 
in  the  general  chain  of  thought ?  and,  to  judge  of  the  ftyjf , 
requires  to  b*  a.mafter  of  the  argument. 

But  tKe  compofiticm  of  the  animadverter  himfelf  affords 
a  different  field.  Here,  inftead  of  attention,  going  unre- 
warded from  the  paucity  of  peculiarities,  t£e  critic  ftancjs 
like  a  greyhound  in  a  deer-park,  motionlefs,  and  con- 
founded by  the  diffracting  variety  of  his  natural  game* 
A  feledtion  therefore  of  a  few  out  of  the  many  muift  be 
made,  or  all  muff  be  given  up. 

The  firft  charge  made  on  the  writer  of  the  pamphlet* 
called  Lord  Clare's  {peech,  is  barrennefs  of  indention,  and 
tritenefs  of  expreflion. 

4 

'  \ 

In  fupport  of  this  charge,   the  critic  obferyes  {p.   *)  * 
"  What  was  long  known  by  many  men,  many  women^and- 
"  many  children,"  &c.  &c. 

'  *  "  *  9  '  I 

This  firft  fiieer  of  this  moft  learned  critic,  is  itfelf  a  dt- 

...     *  '•  •       *-  >  ■      -  *     •    •♦  ■■ 

reel  plagiarifm,  viz. 

• 

Bozzy.  Sir,  I  believe  verY  few  men  could  have  invented 
fo  fine  a  fimile^ 

JoHxioN.  Yes,  Sir,  many  ty*71*  -many  .  vromcfk  and  many 
children. 

ANICDOTII  OF  S.  JO*Kt*M,  tU.^. 

What  will  be  thought  of  the  meannefs  and  audacity  of 
^at  mind,  which  can  publicly  charge  another  w?th  want 

o£ 


I 

•        r 


I 


I 
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cf  the  power  of  invention,  and  at  the  fame  inftaitf:  be  rev 
duced  to  borrow  its  own  little  fund  of  petty  fneer  from 
fach  a  banker  as  poof  Bozzy?  It  is  Auncieht  Piftol  filching 
from  Corporal  Nym. 

Again  (p.6)  "  Wrap  himfelf  in  the  thread-bare  cloak 
**  of  zeal  for  the  empire,  and  ftab.  his  country  to  the 
u  heart."  t   ,     '   . 

u  Wrap  himfelf  up  in  the  thread-bare  cloak  fcf.  ?eal  for 
*x  the  conftitution,  and  ftab  his  country  tp  the  heart." 

JU5R&   BOtUNOBmOXI   pfrftftT.  Olf   FAKTIS9. 

The  theft  is  clear,  not  merely  of  phrafe,  but  of  argu- 
ment and  metaphor;  and  changing  the  word  "  confiite- 
tion"  into  the  word  P'mtirt"  marks  the  conjeidufneft  of 
petty  fira«d.        ~*  .  -•  4  .    * 

Again,  (fame  page,)  "  Such  arguments  are  not  to 
u  be  anfwered,  but  punifhed." 

^  Sttih  arguments,  fhould  npt  be  ^mVe^&Hthey  fhoyid 
«;Upunffhe4.^     ■,.     .)... 

*«Utic>l  tracts  it  s.  jokntsok,  l.l.b. 

,  ...  .  .       '."'-' 

This  fort  of  open  day-light  theft,  (and  upon  next  door 

neighbours  too,)  is  equally  aTnark  of  poverty  of  refoujee* 

anp  of  a  profligate  difregard  of  literary  character. 

»  ,  • 

School  helps  he  want*  to  climb  on  high, 

Where  all  the  ancieat  treafures  lie ; 

* 

And  there,  unfeen,  commit  a  theft 
9n  wealth,  in  Greek  Eith<^u«ri  left, 

i 

•  / 

Oft  Ctfe.   ,r,>Jtf  ,'•- 

The  next  obfervation,  which  will  prefs  itfelf  on  any 
mind  habituated  to  corre&nefs  in  composition,  is  the  total 
^ora^ce  which  this  learned  critic  exhibits  of  the  nature^ 

" '     ■         "  '  <£ 


\. 


bf -the  drdihary  terms  of  our  lahguge,  and  of  the  regular 
combinations  of  Englifli  ftyle;  Take  the  following  out  of 
many  inftances,  (p.  8  :)  "  And,  certainly,  fts  falter  in 
**  fa&  muft  prejudice  its  authority  in  logic"  Your  Lord- 
firip  well  knows  there  is  not  fuch  ^fubftahtive  in  the  Englifh 
>  language  as  fatter  j  nor  can  the  word  be  ufed  fubftantively, 
without  an  abfolute  blunder,  without  confounding  the  ne- 
ceffarily  diftinct  ideas  of  action,  and  of  the  fubftande  acting; 
In  the  &me  fentenet,  in  the  phrafe  "  authority,^  in  logic/* 
the  critic  confounds  caufe  and  effect*  An  argument  Is  th» 
tffeS  of  ,the  fcience  of  logic,  having  its  principles  practically 
applied  to  a  particular  ftfbject.  But  it  is  a  blunder  to 
confound  the  practical  effecl,  whether  perfect  or  imperfect, 
With  the  abftract  fcience,  or  caufe,  from  which  the  effect  pro^- 
ceeds.  Suppofe  a  cuftomer  were  to  carry  his  watch  to  Mr. 
Grofthwaite,  the  witch-maker,  and  fay  to  him,  Sir,  the 
falter  in  facl,  of  this  watch,  muft  prejudice  its  authority  in' 
geometry.     I  believe  that  rcfpectable  citizen,  and  very  ia- 

'  i  . 

genious  mechanic,  would  ponder  for  fome  time  before  he 
could  difcover  that  his  rhetorical  cuftomer  intended  to  u*» 
form  him,  that  the  watch  told^the  hour  falfely- 

HsRf  then  this  learned  critic  appears  to  have  cofr*" 
founded  the  common  diftinctions  of  language  and  o£ 
thought,  in  ordpr  to  produce  a  contemptible  antithefis  to 
the  conftruction  of  a  faucy  fentencei 

Another,  trick  of  this  learned  critic,  and  a  trick  by 
which  he  certainly  rifes  into  peculiarity,  though  never  into 
ftrength  of  expreffion,  is  to  apply  fome  epithet  in  a  way 
ih  which  it  was  never  applied  before.  As,  tor  inftance,  in 
the  following  fentence  (p.  39:)  Parliament  (that  is  the 
Irift  Parliament)  had  repofed  in  the  liberality  of  the  Bri- 

**  ■  1 

tifli  Parliament  an  inexorable  confidence*    Hitherto,  my 

Lord, 


\ 

1 


Lord,  wherever  the  word  confidence  has  been  u&'d  to  eipr«fs 
that  foftnefs  and  generality  of  heart  which  repofes  an  im- 
plicit belief  in  the  integrity  of  another,  the  epithet  of  In- 
exorable has  never  been  applied .  to  it.  But  wherever  here- 
after the  word  confidence  fhall  be  ufed  to  exprefs  that  vi- 
fcious  bbldnefs,  which  indicates  a  faucy  and  falfe  opinion  of 
one's  6Wh  excellence,  it  may  fairly  (upon  the  authority  of 
ourcritic)  and  without  any  antiperiftafis  of  words,  be  en- 
titled to  the- epithet  of  inexorable:  For  inftance,  my  Lord, 
if  any  man  fhotdd  have  a&ed  fuch  a  part  as  tojnciir 
expulfion  from  the  firft  corporations  in  the  kingdom,  as  a 
fomenter  of  fedttion,— and  if,  when  hi$  fellow-ftibje&s,!  of 
the  mod  peaceable,  even  of  facred  profeHions,  were  obliged 
to  defend  their  king,  their  country,  their,  wives,  and  their 
children,  by  encountering  the  hazards,  and  enduring  the 
liardfhips  of  common*  foldiers,— fuch  a  man  ihould  have 
fled  from  that  country,  and  mould  have  fhrunk  from  the 
danger  which  he  had  fo  eminently  contributed  to  produce; 
—and  if  fuch  a  man,  after  the  vi&Ory  over  rebellion*  had 
been  gained  by  other  hands  than  his  own,  and  when  life 
ftmldbe  once  more enjoyed*without  hazard,  mould  returfc 
to  his  native  country,  "and  fhould  again  afiume  the  trade  of 
a  noify  and  turbulent  rhetorician,— and  if  fuch  a  man, 
under  fueh  circumftances,  fhould  prefume  to  talk  either  d£ 
his  fpirit  dr  of  his  loyalty,  woujd  he  not  be  confidered  as  a 
man  of  the  mod  inexoraTble  confidence? 

It  any  rriafl,  my  Lbrd,  fhould  have  been  brought  forward 
on  the  public  fcene,  by  the  power  of  thofe  whofe  mallow 
judgments  led  them  to  miftalce  malignancy  of  temper  for 
vigour  of  imagination,  arid  hardihood  of  felf-confidenCe 
for  determination  of  fpirit ;  and,  if  fuch  ;a  man  fhould 
have  been  inftantaneoufly  dragged  from  the  abje&n#s  of 
poverty,  and  elevated  to  the  pride  of  wealth  by  the  S&f 

layi&nefir 


i 


r 
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bvifknefi  of  a  reward,  to  which  neither  natural  talent,  n6h 

•  *  ■  *  * 

acquired  knowledge  had  given  either  clairjatpr  title;  and  if 
fuch  a  man,  in  the  anxious  enjoyment  of  wealth,  (hould 

he  known  to  his.  tenants  in  no  other  form  than  as  the  in- 

.  . «» ■ 

txordble  receiver  of  his  half  years  rents,— if  fuch  a  man 
(hould  notivithftanding,  become  and  continue  the  whining, 
prea&her  on  the  miferies  of  the  poor,  without  one  trace  o£ 
Us  own  individual  benevolence  ever  having  been  djfeo- 
tered— -and  if  fuch  a  man  (hould  continually  exhibit  him* 
ftlf  as  the  public  declaimer  for  •general  liberty,  while  th§ 
whole  web  of  his  o*m  life  Was  a  Warp  and  weft  of  avarice* 
preying  on  the  poor,  and  of  infult  dafhed  againft  the  rich  ;— • 
would  not  fuch  a  man*  my  Lord,  from  fuch  a  conduit,  bi 
considered  as  a  man  df  the  mod  Inexorable  confidence* 

If  any  man  (hould  in  any  regulated  monarchy,  pubficlf 
call  "loyalty"./'  apoftacy,"  and  (Hould  afterwards  dare- to 
denominate  himfelf  a  good  fubjeft,  would  not  fuch  a  ma* 
be  deemed  a  man  of  tlje,  moft  inrxorabli  cadence  t 


.If  any  man  (hould  call  the  confeqUence  of  the  exertions  of 
the  King's  troops  in  the  fupprefiion  of  rebellion,  by  the, 
name  of  "  military  murder"  and  (houjd  at  the  fame,  time 
denominate  the  daughter  committed  by  affaffins  in  un- 
provoked rebellion,  by  the  terins  of  "  civil rindifcrcti<ms"—~. 
and  if  fuch  a  man  (hould  afterwards  dare  to  make  any.  pre* 
tenfiong  to  humanity,  would  he  not  be  confidered  as  a  man 
of  the  moft  i*z*otA*tk  confidents} 

If  any  man  (hould  have  defcribed  the  gallant  exertions  of 
the  gentry  of  this  land,,  in  endeavOuring^td  preferve  from 
the   fury  of   myriads  of  unprovoked  and  blood-thirfty 
lavages,  his  crown  for  their  king*  andtheir  domeftic  hearths . 
for  jbeir  wives  imd.  children,  by  the  *terjns  of  **  employing . 

G  «  tk 
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*'  ./ip  rai  ffib  A  pack  of  Govc?nmntJ>lood-h(tunds%  to  hunt  JawM 
*  /fe/d^-^randiif  fuch  a  rnaiii,  after  having  himfelf  (hrtuilf ' 
from  thi  hazard  6f  tne  war  oil  either  fide,  fhould,  upon 
its  fupprefflon;  Aha*  agiiriy  stftd  vehtdr*  tfc  take  a  .feat 
imongft  4d  fiY&  Mfefhhly  of  tftk  very  geiiriy,  whom  Jtf 
SadYd  defcRbifd,  Would  riot  fucH  H  mart,  %  Lor*<J,  be  ct^ 
fldered  is  a  man  of  tHe  moft  iKjExtfaiBtB  ionfidpieol  ~ 

Ir  any  npdflgn  TbtrfitesAoald  dare  te  Ca&mnh**  tW 
Ma^fty  of  hi*  Sovereign,  by  ptoeJaiming  :dfc*t  his  «  *J8ng„ 
«  faaffut  at  tbefktofFrmce^  {addfefs  or"  V^ctf,  Jur  4^ 
would  it  not^  my  Lord,  be  conje&uf ei  &*#  jti$  ttulb  w*s  a**- 
▼ifible  in  the  expreffion  of  his  wifljes,  as  his  ftl&ood  wi| 
palpable  in  his. declaration  of  the  fe# j  and  jf  fijeh  *  Jftants 
after  fuch  a  declaration,  fhould  prefitme  to  Ifco^aw  lww» 
and  loyal  fubje&  in  die  fkee,  wouHic  not  he  confidored 
as  a  man  of  the  moft  iMsxoaABL£^ty(§tar$- 

t  have  now  done  wfeh  fux^  obferv^i^  on.d^  fyle  pf 
ftl*  prodto&pn  of  ybtfr  I^rdmip's  "  ^ftrib$i«e^*  *s  f. 
$ropofe*d  to  offer  to*  your  JUoittf^s  toi^eJ3£^ :  ^iipfc 
no  hope  of  receiving  an  3*frer,  as-t^e  ."/tVyftripa**,  cfi^c 
ftfe'  cfcclarec!  he  will  -ft*  &lfe  iMc^  of  *&y f$ifc}&> 
iipt  die  author  of  the  f>amphkt  called  i^dQUrc^ij^ck. 
1t  wfculd  be  feme  fatisfadtiorf  however  to  c^riofity,  i£  f6if 
,Ltirdfliip,  condescending  to  iirifcstte  Pfeuorl^nM,  wert  #' 

take  the  trouble  of  giving  an  anfwer  to  th*c"  foregoi^p 

,  it  '  '  *^ 

<Juemtfn's\ 

HAfiild  dUe  with  tke  ph^logica!  part  of  the  «*  Htafr 
•*  triG-is*  Critic's  pamphlet,  t  fVall  torn  with  fomc  fatis- 
Ja&ion  tor  the  oWbrvadom  which  he  has'  made  on  the  hiftp- 
tical  and  argumentative  pans  of  the  publication  called: 
Lor4.GlarQVfpt*oh. 

,  ¥hs  firtt  ^aqje  of  tnis  "  illuftrions^  critic  and  hulo- 
^^^;^  Ratcnient  of  the  foffi  hiftort  m  the 


•(.'■<  ) 

jjaBjphiet,  is,  .[p.,  i)  that  ^hcre  is  "much  nJ/h^w. 
n.Ji^talififf,  no.  neWj  di£co,yery,  no  "tew  remark  j  the  t«,  , 
♦*n)jni,'  ftr  Jam)  mwkt  of  hiftoric  knowledge.,  reman* 
<i frtfifefy yi  {key  y>ere  futhtp  t>U  fofyr  Jlatiott*  How,  if 
there  be  .**  njuch  mj&eprfGn^atiuii",  the hjftorian  couR 
cwrive  fo  V>  wj/ri^r^Vi  ^  7a  at  ?'1S  fan**  ""'e  leays  . 
the  limits  <#  hjftoric  foiqwlcdgc  <*  frtcifilj  at  thy  <v*rt, 
";h>  their  «^>flW^ftM«P». *  may  perhaps  puzzle my  reader, 
uiiWi  TP«.  HIT.  Lord,  who  have,  declared  yoorfelf  the  for*, 
(e'ip4»!»t*W4v(r*''«  of  tlu>  "  ill^ftrlous" 

'<  i  ir  a^»y4  ttmt  aglftancf,  w^iich  I  pro- 

ttnabJetpgiT«i  That  part  of  the  charge 
nRia  a.  c ontradiiitKW  t©  itfelf,  I  fliauli 
be  much  ifif lined  to  admit  the  tf  uth  of,  if  it  were  not  for  - 
a  l^paiU  gjraarniaJW^l  inaccurajy  itt  *fce.  wfc  of  his  Kitfes, 
which^  ill  fpite  of  the.lah/>urs  of  the  iUu%icu»  critic,  f«ms 
to  have  crept,  into  his  fentencc  Ha4  he  (aid,  that  the 
hi&wian  placed  the  "".land.-marks  of  Ijiilqric  knowledge  ■. 
"  ^WC^Jt  as-thay'BAB  #ood,"  (hVtfad  of  as  they  were)  ... 
*'  jk(4  ip^etT-old  fober  aa|ioti4"  I  lfcould  have  agreed  w4th> 
thcjiflertlon^  hecaafe;  I-  wtwfcfe  tfcftt  the  fole  labour  (and,  -. 
a  m/xre  truly,  prajfi*.  Worthy  "labour  can  fcaxeely  be  conceived) 
of  the  avtl^or  of  the  pamphlet,  called  Lord  Clare's  fpecrh, 
w(ie:  to  tr/loft-lfa*  "  land-marks  of  hiftoric  knowledge 'I  to 
thp(e  places  ^bflnca,,  after  tbej  had  remained  fixed  for 
ages,  they  had  been  profligately  uptorh,  and  featured  to. 
the  winds  by  the  modern  labours  of  one  Doctor  M'Ncvin, 
one  ConnfeUor  Ess  me  t^,  one  Cowiuejlor-  O-'-Canaor,  and  one. 
Henry  Grattan,  with  the  affiftanc.e  of  an  inftrumew  called; 
{he  "  IVfs;"  which  injlrument,,  I,  ..find,  in  an  addreJa 
(n.  56)  from  fome  one  of  the  various  Henry  Grattans  to> 
hij/wHcw-citizens,  (who  foon.  after,  I  heat*  distranchnw* 

'    him,  lefl,  he  fhould   attempt   to   call  them  /rtfnw-citizenx 

4gain.)     Mr,  Henry  Grattan  charges  in  terms  of  bitt^ 

-•Ga  '  lajneotatjon. 
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lamentation,  the-goverament,  or  parliament  of  this  country^ 
withliavmg  fuppfeffed*.    In  this  honorable  labour,  th© 
author  of  the  fpeeeh  fcetns  fijccefifeHy  to  hav*  *  etnpldyed 
acquired  knowledge  and  natural  talent;  and  hdwever  high 
iris  rank,  and  however  other  eminent  Tervkes  may  have 
$fevated  him,  he  will  not,  I  thinsVcoafidet  as  tfee  lowifl; 
of  his  honours,  to  have  recalled  to  the  minds  of  many  of* 
Our  Volatile  and  mifiiiformed  eountrymen^  thofe    ftber 
truths   (u  the  termini,  or  limd-maritqf '  btftork  htiwledgt?') 
which  had  been,  formerly  well  knownt  to  *$tta£yfcmen, 
«'  many  women,'  aiid  many  child* en}*  amoiigft  ott*  anc& 

t  tors  4  and  from  the  fober  dignityof  whofe  vtrtqes  wie  hare. 
fallen,  in  propojtkHi  ai  tfiofe  tru&s/whicb  tke^JBufli*^* ' 
critic  fay%  were  fo  verj  familiar  to  them,  bays  bee£  otiliV, 
terated  from  our  minds'  by'  depraved  induftry*  :ajRl;  &?&£" 
tive  Vice.    Sufely  the  author,  of -the  ftcechi'  whoever  fife 

'  may  be,  poffefles  too  wife  a  ^a<d,  aftd  foot  gd>id  aifeafr/ta 
conflcfop,  as  a  reproach,  a  charge*  (coming'  tjmserthfc  na&iie 
of  M*>  H^nr/  i&atfcan  too)  that  heixas :?in  ihis'etfStfe^ 
bqfur,  anemia  this  hitherto  much  "nnfgutded-  period,  ^hren 
\o  \i&<  "<  the  compendte^Bf  the  fttttfies*  of  our -chttdfcood, 
*':  for  "the  amufemefct 6Sr  age  ?*>  tl&tAhe-  $a«j  by  'on-  atfi-. 
ranted  furvey  b£  our  hift^ty,  -;impreflH  'uproo^  minds 
that  fertes'  pf  fa£s  which  we'odght  never  to- hare  faigot«: 
ten,  aid  has  put  it  into  our  pOwer  to  avoid 'die  .e^B,  and 
to  cheriih  the  good  which  our  anceftorj  haveeUherfu^ere<J 
or.  enjoyed*: r  ••••"'      -    '  -      .    .  -r  :. .  <        . « 
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If  the  times  were  fop^fttcntous,  my  Lo*dr  as  to  exhibit  ' 
to:us  ajipbl.etnan,  npt  the  growth  of  y^ftesdayvbut  of  deep. 
,   rootc4  family,  of  the  moJl  extenfiye  property,  and  of  the  : 
higheft.rank^a  nobleman,  whofe  proud  integrity*,-  as  it  ha4  : 
fythejta.^iw -public  dignity  tp  the  government  he.  flip* 


Nar&ejfcSfcfr. 


/ 


get  teoV  &  hjs^Jnc$^  ^^^^^iil%ml^??,L^ 
warm  affi^ons,  h*^^*^ 
cttarfe,  and  unufual  value  to  private  connexion;*  If  w$ 
had  feen  ibch  a  man,  my JUojKfeiffc  completely  -oaught  in 
the  whirlwind  of  tcmporary-paRfe*,'  a*ktt>*'bc  turned  di- 
rectly againft  the  pure  ftream  of  public  principles,  which, 
#fe<!&  fcbiKftir*  ah^hfer-fbitQti^  l^tfty^^  >hi»^  %i  he, 

f<y<i*tr%  I&c¥fi^a*«ofi^bUt*e>^ 
e*eft  ^(i^my^av^^W,^  Hft'hiw -iWftt  .the  oh. 
$t*ritf  ^fefc**^  of  paft^ 

c<^c**nI#T&%-^^  fed**' 

Vfc  *#**W,  ^%pbri<feb  ^r'fctSjie'  of;,fteirr'<ktttoy; 
ttoii'W  l^Wa^iBvv^  tts^&t*ft«tt  ^  ccm»cry,  an* 
clfiM^hilthW**^ 

pe?fet#ak< 


r^g#trf^h~ctrc^  tpfflfcifr 

tfc&^t^fconeff  lu^WhoMribte  eka&oj&<*Xr&J 

ta*i£  "  i^^^^We^g-  &$  ;^3l  WUW 

^tfiw^Hfr^1      .:;s  aii^i  -i.-.-j   vO    J.     .jft    \r:'is    «..--J   r.:t 

*ltfn  I^$'wfcenTcaflAJyo}^ 
litif^D  kt^^haraSSeri'do  metRe  jtt^c^^to  thiiifc  that  1° 

in^ienarf  bP^iarife*Ata:  no;  ihan** ( {riv^tt/cl^ctet^Kfi'7 
urtSffC  •^liHvi'feiavthat-thJs  jjaan  WcaKeof  fori!*  to" 


^ 


.*»  w 


I.   r     »■ 


I 

* 

i 


1  *    t 

»      -  »  * 

good  lather,  and  akmd  mailer;  yet,  my  Lord,  he  <&f 
Hot  fcruple  fometimes,  for  public  purpofes, 


'      (  ■      I     I.     .- 


note**  ,  .  •-    >• . 

^  ■      •    •  * 

*  «. 

It  fc*i  b^  ofcferod  ty  feme*  *taipfft  j^j*^***' 
eye  en  life  aad  qpajap*^  tfcai.  *» . who  *»i*  <$»$«>*£  J  .< 
1ft  <*t  with  .^cfl^tt  av  d^i*  ift  9T9P:  tar  W*  fc 

aua^t!Kiiit,ofythfltr-fffi^ /thri^adii  iipoa  the  fQUfraliivint  of* 
tfewipoaufc.    J&WeHJ$4fc^ 

popular  ladder*  a*4  %4Nft9*tt  mfe  §* ;f^;  PfpMkfht 
ajid  ha*j?ig  h^#d  £0^1f  ;,#  <£o  fltttflP  P*a£w  4$ 

B»^«  «$qf;.MM  *£*&»:» MMEmfcpM^ 
to  encoufagc^ 

fiAm  mnft  be  ra  mftrffinrr  iafEredieat  i^  the  oosaMfiftoa  • 
of  all  hiftqrT,  w4  *>«  Wi.iJFt^e  opfi^r  tOjWWife^m, 

«#*>*>  q.itafri&:)*:&«ft*4Pl*^':«tei 
%o)i  with,  living  k&  $t  fea^^*,  of  hjfary  *  #*** 

«.  oHfobj?-  ftajfcn,"  and  jrf  «jprfc  fe.tfe  •*«*-£  &*** 

nan  that  they  fhouUt  ior  era;  remain.     >'b\ '£Mfc  $■> ' 
however,  the  '♦  Uloftriooi"  critic  makes  a  charge  a$4qft 
defame  author,  <&  hvr'ng>  fe.thtjntrfiiit  of-hisr  jfefc 
«f  keeping  the  *  landmark,  of  h%rj  m  their  #1  J**?  ; 

ttpt  he  has  like^fe  ftojij  #>i$»g  Ufc  «♦>«»  tffettH 
"  j*»0P.»  Whaj  ideas,  this  cn^9  h$d.anneje4t?l.th5  w?«hv 
«  effeitt  erf  erucUtion,"  ^hen  h^co^fi^dafoiOTwrjrilate- 
nent  o£,th>  lading  fa&j ,  hnheV^hk^di^iRi^s. 

<*.»  est??1*.  *  ^«W^M*p?«iy»  %H*»  **  #. 

If  r.<| "  «*««t  of  «r*d3ttwt"  1  bcjkye  th^  rc«^e<wo«kkd« 


(  H  .) 

right  to  apply  to  your  Lordflup  for  affiftaneejn  the  diftovc 
ry.  But  bow  far  "force  ofimagmdtbn"  may  be  ufeful  in  the 
ia^ad<»  trf  hiftoncal  faM^s,  or  by  what  fteps,  at  lcaft,  our 
erfti<i  had  Been  trained  to  conlider  it  as  ufeful  in  fuch  uri- 
icmkings,  will  not,  perhaps,  be  found  a  faatter  involved  ifi 
tf 0*h  otfcurl  tf .  ^      <        — <  V  '"*   '       ;'  "  ■''\':; 


#  <  ■< 


:4i^i«^Uhitfatt  iA^^s^tim^  ftkr  ,I797,  and1 
3fa*Kfc4,  n  M*% G* attari'*  Addrefi  to  his  (T»m)  Fellow-1 
«•*  tfeiwnf ,'*  I  nW *  very  ftort  ^affage,  which  appears  to  me 
to  fpeak  6n  tikis  ibbjeft  mttch  arid  ftfongly.     tt  is  (p.  45  j^ 
as  follow* :.  '^the  Romans  we£e.  Conquered  at  Cannae,  Jir/f 
"ty  Vturo%ycA  afterwards  by  Hannibal    The  Engliife 
*$  have  Keen  c<mquered;hrft  by  the  Miniftef,  and  afterwards 
V,by  the  Freneh."    *  Thofe  Roman*  Were  Anally  con- 
*«  quered  by  the  barfearians  of  Ae  Worth,  tfcecaufcihey  hacT 
€^been  previoufly  cdnquerei  bf  the  princes  of  the  Empire  ?*  «* 
"  and  then  the  hatf-arnW  fava£e,  with  ^itplie  and  th'e/oi,  \'v 
'  4  came  4b  wn  on  the  frontier,  and  dU^iofed  of  the  Mailers  o£ , 
*  the  WorM  as  of  the  flfcock  of  th*la»£^   In  reading  this"  * 
paflagi&  I  walj  I  confefs,  my  toME, 'at  firit  tonfoundeoT 
rththj^oitrdrroimvytgctmqwTedtBe  Hvmdnt  had  efcaped 
Jny«feiftory;but  as&l Roman  fiorjr,  under  a^our  Lord^ 
ihipfc  tuition,  had  made  part  of4  the  u  ftudfes  of  my  child-  \ 
hood/'  I thought  itwaS  probable  fdme  itluftration  of  this' 
fmguiiranWtion  might  lie  obtained,  by  reporting  again  tq    ' 
the  fame  ftory  as  the  *  amufemfcrit  of  my  age."    Accord- .  . 
*ngly  1  turned  to  Livy  an d  PblybitS.    TThe  particulars  of 
the  progrgfc  of  Varro,  as  they  appear  in  thefe  authorities, 
inay4iegivehina&wwordi      '  -  '.'  -  ,-    -J' 

Cr  Tcraititw  Van?  was  born  dfa  family,  ohfcnre  evert 
among  the.  Plebeians,    Vain  of  himftlf,  envious  c&  others ; 
feftiourin  his  temper,  fupetneial  in  his  acquirements,  he, 
defemd the  trade  of  hit  father,  art  became  aa  agitator  in 


* 


•  \ 
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the  affernbly^of  the  people* .  Th^re  every 'good,  and  every 
evated  magiltrate,  became,  becaufc  he  was  eooa  and 
elevated,  to  Varro  an  object. of  iraiiu8ion*$  and  every  f"mea-' 
fure  which  tended,  |a  wrtjit  the  ppwer  of  ^  %fi.  irpnj 
the  hands  of  the  noble,  and  'the  rich,  a^  to*  Vtft  it  Yrt 
thofe  of  the  profligate  and  the  poor,  received  therefore 
from  Varro  anjnyariable  fttppottf .  . 


The  mafier  o^.torfe  was,  during  a  di^^^p/lEe  ft- 
cond  officer  m  rank  ^u;  Rome,  but  DEP$¥trsxT  upon,  *«- 
n**o?,  and  fubordiiiate  to  the  general  control,  of  the  Head  of 
the  Empire-~h£  &e.  dilator".  "Vtfhen  the  people "  were  aii 
fembled  to  hear  the  agitation'  of  the  famous  Taw,  by  which 
the  niafter  of  horTe  (in  the  tirhe  of  Fabius  Maximug)  not- 
withftaridmg  he  Was  annexed' to  and  dependent  upon  the  dic- 
tator, Was  to  $e  rendered  equal  said  Independent,  yet,  iffli  to" 
remain .  annexed  to  and  dependent  upon,*,  although  many 
from  e/ivy,  to  &e"  dictator,  -and  many  from  the  fcve  of 
change  ofefired.it,  yet  no  perfoh  of  authority,  could  \m< 
found  daring  enouefi  tb  propofe  it  as  a  la\#.  varfo  was 
precifely  fitted  for  {uch  a-purpbfe.  His  bdldnefs  was  of 
a  peculiar  caft:.  the.eSecl^  not  of  natural  courage,*  But 
of.  profligate  .principles  and  fuperficial  knowledge;  The  firft ' 
relieving*  Rim  from  every  moral  reftrahit*  aha  ine  laft  con- 
cklng  G6m  Win  every  dangers  con^nenci.  V*m> 
therefore  pr^pofed  the  law,  and*  as  it  is  not  difficult  tb  per- 


*The  w6rd,  ikA&tfCTfdir, w*i  fleVtf,  tiititfi  the  lififflfifof  *ir 

i»f|kat*timivut»Jwro^^iaiBtE^er 


r 
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prpdu&ion  of  their  own  madnefs.    Frogi  thU  circumftaticc 
We*  date  the  rife  of  Varro.  '  '  / 

„   —  Primum  in  nofitiara  populi, 
Dcindc  ad  honorcs  pcrvcnit. 

.     .   Lit.  I41.  a*,.fc«*tf- 

.  .  ;      ..    .         /  > 

His  political  courfe  from  this  period  was  fliort,  but  at 

the  fame  trme  ftrongly  marked,     The ,  effects  of  the  law 

which  he  had  obtained  were  fo  injurious,'  that  modes  were 

immediately  devifed  (by  the  voluntary  conformity  of  the 

conduct  of  the  Matter  of  Horfe,  to  the  general  dift&iofc 

of  the  Diclator)  to  relieve  the  Romans  from  this  rain 

which  the  practical  execution  of  fo  abfurd  a  principle  would 

have  drawn  upon  the  ftate.     But  the  links  by  which  VaxrO 

had  connected  himfelf  to  the  paffions  of  the  multitude, 

were  not  .completely  broken;  and  he  continued,  bjrttte 

ufual  artifice,  of  gratifying  their  jnalignity,  ~ 


.  "  prp  fordidit  homiaibi}*  cnufifquc, 
«  adverfvu  rem  et  famaro  bonerum." 

to  increafe  his  influence  and  his  power,  until  his  country- 
men, by  following  the  rafhnefs  of  his  councils,  were  plung- 
ed .in  to  a  conflict,  in  Which,  as  -  "  ^       "      \ 

*  Fcftiaati6  improvida  tfft  et  cme+f*     ^ 

Mr.  tick./''    - 


not  lefs' than  forty  thoufand  t>f  them  loft  their  lives.  Ralh- 
nefs  in  opinion  is  always  timid  when  the  hour  tf  perioral 
danger  arrives.  Varro  perfectly  fulfilled  the  pbfcrvstti<pf 
and  fled  from  that  field  of  blood  into  which  his  felf-confi- 
dence  had  plunged  his  country;  while  his  haplefs  colleague, 
.  the  gallant  Bmilius  Paulus,  whofe  mikfiwfe,  iand  caption 

-   •  D  ■;•■  >,b^% 
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m  council,  would  have  averted  the  misfortune,  difdamed* 
as  -a  brave  man,  to  furvive  that  Slaughter,  which,  as  i 
wife  man,  he  would  have  prevented,  and  obftinatelyrefufed 
to  fufifer  himfelf  to  be  carried  from  that  field,  which  Varro 
bad  upon  the  firftonfet  deferted*.  But  why  fhoald  I 
dwell  on  Emilius  Paulus !  "  he  has  received  his  fame." 


Animaeque  magna; 


Prodigum,  Pxno  fupcrante,  Paulum. 

HO*. 

The  moft  awful  teacher  that  has  ever  inflicted  his  leflbns 
4n  the  human  mind,  had  ma*Je  your  Lordfhip  very  early 
in  life  too  well  acquainted  with  the  firft  of  Roman  hifto- 
rians,  for  me  to  attempt  to  impofe  any  exaggerated  account 
of  thofe  mutually  combined  effects,  the  rife  of  Varro  and 
the  fall  of*  his  country,  upon  your  Lordfhip.  You  will 
perceive,  my  Lord,  at  a  glance,  that  I  have  done  fcarcely 
any  thing- more  than  to  bring  together,  in  almoft  a  literal 

translation)  af  'few- detached  paffages  of  Livy. 

;.  v-   -    >.  ■ 

Permit  me  now  toaflc  of  your  Lordfhip,  how  does  it 
appear,  according  to  the  aflertion  of  jour  Lordfhip's 
44  illuftrious  friend,"  that  Vprrt  conquered  the  Roman*?" 
In  no  other"  way  can .  I  ^conceive  it,  my  Lord,  than  by  ap- 
plying to  the  le&m  we  fhould  draw  from  hiftory,  tjiat 
inftrument  which  the  illuftrious  critic  deems  of  fiich  An- 
gular Utility^  m  hil^wyitfelf-— "  force  of  imagination ;"  and, 
indeed,  by;  this  help,  we  may  conceive  how  any  befotted 
peoplet  who  blindly  fubmit  themfelvcs  and.  their  af- 
fairs to  the  guidance  of  a  felfiifh  demagogue,  whofe  cou- 
rage is  his  virulence,  and  whofe  wifdom  is  his  audacity, 
*iay  be  truly  faid  to  be  "  conquered  $  and  fuch  a  people 

will 

•  The  unlearned  reader  will  pleafe  to  obfcrve,  that  it  was  not  to 
{Jaarwyftor  Twickenham  that  Varro  fled,  out  to  Vcnuua ;  and  that 
it  wit  aoc  IrwDuWin,  but  from  Canaa. 
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will  certainly  feci  all  the  miferies  of  the  mod  dcbafing 
conqueft,  in  weaknefs  abroad,  and  in  violence  at  home. 


N 


I  cannot,  my  Lord,  entirely  depart  from  thfc  paffage  ia 
the  "  illuftrious"  critic's  addrefs,  to  which  I  have  alluded, 
without  endeavouring  to  call  your  Lordfhip's  attention  to 
this  latter  part  of  itt  "  Thofe  Romans  were  finally  con« 
u  qucred  by  the  barbarians  of  the  North,  becaufe  they  had 
'*  been  previoufly  conquered  by  the  princes  of  theempure;*' 
"  and  then  the  half-armed  favage,  with  the  pike  ani> 
41  the  pole,  came  down  on  the  frontiers,  and  difpofed  of 
"  the  matters  of  the  world,  as  of  th*  flock  of  the  land/9 

♦ 

Here,  my  Lord,  you  perceive  the  ufc  of  **  force  of  ima* 
«<  ginatioii"  in  hiftory;  here,  my  Lord,  by  the  dexterouH 
ufe  of  hiftorical  dibptricks,  our  c<  illuftrious"  critic  (did  fi> 
refract  the  rays  proceeding  from  the  fword  and  the  fbieht 
of  the  Northern,  and  the  bow  and  the  fcymitar  of  the 
Eaftern  favages,  who  extingmflied  the  glory,  an^L  «blf« 
t^rated  the  fcience  of  the  Roman  world,  that  h*  produced 
hi  the  awful  year,  1797,  the  familiar  and  enticing,  images 
of  the  pike  and  the  polb  triumphant  over  the  fcattercd 
fragments  of  the  Roman  eagj/e,.  *o-$e  dazzled  eyes  of 
General  Father  O'Egan,  and  Colonel  Father  O'PlunkeW 
Was  it  his  love  of  "  conciliation"  which  led  him;  likt 
another  Hecate,  to  conjure  up  before  the  eyes  of  thofe 
worthies,  (whofe  femilies  are  fo  well  known,  and  whole 
names  and  views  are  €6'  familiar  to  your  Lordihip)  th$ 
(hadowy  forms  of  fiends,  whofe  cruelties  had  formerly 
'  ravaged  and  defblated  '« the  faireft  portions  of  the  earth? 
Were  the  pike  and  the  pole  placed  in  their  hands,  to 
familiarize  the  tremendous  prophecy  which  they  were  to 
pronounce ;  to  fhew  to  the  United  Iitfhmen,  that  what  hat 
/been,  might  bej  and  that  in  fome  future  Rustics,  the  mtato 
ef  Paddy  and  of  Darby,  might  vie  with  the  barbaric  ma- 

D3         *  jeftf 


jefly.of  Atrill,  and  the  awful  ferocity  of  Theodoric? 
Were  thde  the  marks  of  loyalty  to  bis  prince,  and  of  "con- 
u  ciBathn''  to  the  people,  whicji  could,  induce  any  new- 
coined  nobleman  to  call  our  learned  critic  "  his  illuftrious 
U  friend  •"  and  to  pay  to  his  loyalty  and  humanity,  in  the 
firftaffembly  of  the  land,  the  tribute  of  applaufe?  Are 
thefe  the  virtues,  jny  Lord,   with  which  Irifli  Nobility 

* 

preffes  gratuitoufly  forward  to  acknowledge  its  intimacy  ? 
But,  perhaps,  I  am  miftaken,  when  I  charge  the  illu£ 
tripus  critic  with  fuch  a  conduct,  and  with  having  pro- 
feffed  himfelf  a  "' conciliator*9  in  the  modern  fenfe  of  the 
word.  What  fort  of  invifible  and  internal  conciliation  that 
is.  the  external,  and  palpable  fruit  of.  which  has  been  con- 
fpiracy,  treafpn,  and  rebellion,  I  own,  as  a  modern,  I 
«m  a  loft  to  difcover.  But,  perhaps,  I  am  miftaken ;  and,, 
p&rhaps,  your  liOrdfhip,  whofe  claffic  acquirements  are 
«t  kaft  equal  to  thofe  of  the  iUuftridus"  critic,  may  help  mc 
out:  Perliaps  the  deep  impreffion  of  Roman  meanings'  on 
the  mind  of  the  ?  iUullrious  critic,'*  may  have  led  him  to 
ufe  this  word  cpnciEate  ni  a  fyrfe  which,  I  am  afraid,  the- 
rudenefs  of  our  "bbme-fpun^Englifli  idiom  has  hardly  yet 
acknowledged.  -    > 

fajftfoutotur  eniot  tiServifia  ctjamfuacj  Tcrtiim  Cacfarc  concilakc. 


icei  et  um&aUres  Icnonet  voc2a:or.     Ctntiliaiuras  factre  eit 
Unuimum  cxcrqcrc.  lipsics. 


this  chflkal  f^nfe  of  the  word,  conciliator,  we  may 
dhf  ovtr  fome  figurative  agreement  between  our  "  Uluf- 
*  pas"  critic's  conduct,  and  hWssptcffion.  By  the  ufe  of  his 
own  mftftunent,  "  force  <jf  imagination/*'  we  may  conceive 
a  ipean  and  unprincipled  demagogue,  either  for  his  own, 
or  {like  Pandarus)  for  the  gratification  of  others,  entering 
int?  an  intrigue  with  the  people;  and  by  playing  upon  the 

Icwdcft 
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Uwdeft  and  groffeft  of  their  paffions,  feducing  tficxn  to  yield 

their  peace  and  fcappinefs  to  his  purpofes.  In  fuch  a  cafe, 
my  Lord,  fuch  a  claffical  mind  as  that  of  our  **  ifluftnotls,, 
critic,  may  well  be  allowed  to  denominate  fuch  a  transac- 
tion, conciliation,  and  fuch  a  paadaf,  a  conciliator}  and,  my 
*  £<0rd,  as  from  fuch  a  connexion,  the  ordinary  produce  has 
v  been  jealoufy  on  the  one  hand,  and  treachery  on  the  other; 
fo  we  may,  by  the  "force  of  imagination,"  be  allowed  to 
conceive  how,  in  fuch  a  political  concTRation,  a  profligate  fa- 
vourite of' the  people  having,  by  the  bafeft  arts,  feduced 
them  from  their  loyalty,  may  have  been  afterwards,  upon 
the  returning  confeioufnefs  of  their  duty,  "  disfranchised 
*€  by  them  as  a  traitor." 

Allow  me,  my  Lord,  to  detain  your  attention  for  Vl 
few  moments  longer  on  the  paffage  in  our  "  illuftrioup** 
critic's  addrefs,  which  I  have  quoted.  He  is  pkaled  there, 
in  the  mod  'direct  terms,  to  affert,  that  "  the  Englifh  have 
f*  been"  (and  in  die  present  war  too)  '«*  conquered  by,  the 
*c  French"  This  affertion,  your Lordfliip. will  perceive^  is 
nothing  lefs  than  a  Very  daring'  fpecics  of  tl^at  figure  in 
rhetoric,  which,  in  the  pliant  combination  of  the  greek,  is 
called  TivJiXoyU,  in  the  more  rigid  innocence  of  the  bouhytfc . 
hum  language,  is  exprefled  by  the  periphranY  of  faying  the 
thing  which  "  is  not  5"  and  in  our  coarfe  and  direct  teu- 
tonic dialect,  is  denominated  a  lie.  It 'is  4  lie,,  my  I^ord  \ 
and  I  hope,  notwithftauding  any  partiality  for  your  *'  ill\ri^ 
,"  trious  friend,"  which  may  prefs  upon  your  Lordlhip*s 
feelings,  that  your  Lordfliip  will  acknowledge  it  is  a  lie. 
But  independent  of  its  falfehood,  it  is  an  affertion  of  that  ■ 
ofFenfivc  nature  to  our  (I  mean,  my  Lord,  his  Majefty'* 
loyal  fubjecVs)  ears,  that  I  remember  the  time,  and  yqtt, 
my  Lord,  who  are  an  older  man,  (inafmuch  as  I  had  tliq 
honour  of  going   to  fchool  to  your  Lordlhip,  and  havta 
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now  in  my  pofleffion  a  "  quod  Tejlor  Barry  Yelverton," 
which  I  value  very  highly)  may  therefore  well  remember 
the  time  when,  if  any  man,  even  if  the  fad  had  been  true, 
had  dared  to  make  fuch  an  affertion  in  the  ftrects,   either 
of  London  or  Dublin,  not  a  coal-porter's  fift,  either  on 
the  quays  of  the  one,  or  the  wharfs  of  the  other,  but  would 
jhave  been  inftantly  wielded  in  the  execution  of  a  righteous 
and  loyal  judgment  j  which,  though  it  might  have  been 
rnore  fummary.in  its  procefs,  would  have  been  as  Arongly 
founded  in  natfonal  juftice,  as  any  decree  of  the  court  of 
Exchequer  is  in  the  technical  law  of  the  land.     And  that 
your  Lordfhip's  "  illuftrious  friend"  has  hitherto  efcaped 
the  execution  of  fuch  a  righteous  judgment,  can  only  be 
attributed  to  the  "  illuftrious"  protection  which  he  muft 
have  derived  in  common  with  Bartle  Hoare,  Jack  Egan, 
and  George  Jennings,   from   your  Lordflup's  friendftip 
to  his  perfpn,  and  approbation   of  his   principles.       For 
fuch  prate&ion,  as  your  Lordftup's  "  illuftrious'*  appro- 
bation  and  applaufc,  fome  degree,  of  gratitude,  at  lcaft, 
ftould  have  been  paid  by  thofe  who  have  enjoyed  it.     Haw 
has  this  illuftrious  friend  of  your  Lor-dflrip  manifefted  the 
exiftence  of  futh  a  virtue  in  his  breaft?    It  is  reported, 
that  yourLordihip  did  fiamewhere'  aflert  of  the  kingdom 
Of  Ireland,  that  (p.  17)  "  from  the  reign  of  James  the 
44  firft  we  niuft  date  tl*e  commencement  of   a  government 
*•  regularly  organized?  and  of  parliaments  foleran,lyvhold- 
4*  en.'*     My  Lord,  this  declaration  of  your  Lordlhip,  if  it 
ftould  have  been  fo  delivered  by  your  Lordftyp,  muft  have 
been  known  to  your  "  illuftrious  friend"  at  the  time  he 
wrote  his  laft  production;  and  how  has  your  i4  illuftrious 
friend"  marked  his  refpeft  and  gratitude  to  your  Lordfhip  ? 
Wiiy,  my  Lord,  under  pretence  of  anfwering  the  writer 
of  va  pamphlet,  entitled  a  fpeech  of  the  Earl  of  Clare,  your 
Lordibip's  "  illuftrious  friend"  has  openly  publiflied,  that 
this  declaration  of  your  Lordfliip's,.  is  a  "  ilander'*  (p.   2) 

/  againft 
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agaiuft  the  <f  lineage  of  our  liberties  f*  that  it  is  **a  iia* 
'*-  duSlon  of  the  inheritance  of  the  realm,  a  calumny  againft 
"  her  antiquities,  and  a  falfification  of  her  title."  Youf 
%*  illuftrious.  friend"  does  not  fcruple  to  fay,  of  your  Lord* 
fhip's  opinion,  that  the  "  boldnefs  of  the  aflertion  is  ren* 
"  dered  the  more  remarkable,  by  the  diftinguifhed  fee* 
H  blenefs  of  fo  reafoning.  Here,  my  Lord,  you  are  re* 
prefented  as  a  flanderer,  a  traductioner,  a  calumniator, 
a  bold  afTertor,  and  a  feeble  reafoner.  My  Lord,  if  you 
call  this  gratitude,  6t  even  reipe&,  1  (hall  be  ready'  to 
admit  that  your  ••  illuftriotts  friend  V'.  former  condudt  has 
httn^onciRatlon;  but,  my  Lord,  let  me  fpeak  freely  to  your 
Lordfhip  :  If  avarice  and  ambition,  cowardice  and  ingra- 
titude, pull  with  equal  powers,  and  from  oppoftte  points  of 
the  human  heart,  it  will  require  as  profound  (kill  in 
morals,  to  difcover  virtue  exifting  in  fuch  a  ^«,  as  has. 
lately  been  exhibited  to  us  in  phyflcs,  by  a  truly  Ihl/b  Sir 
I&ac  Newton*  when  he  diiclbfed  to  a  wondering  worlds 
that  weight  could  exift  in  the  fitatre  of  gravity ;  i.  e.  in  a 
point  from  which  attraction  was  tqual  on  all' fides'*. 

My  Lord,  the  involution  of  ypur  "  ilhiftrious  friendV* 
imagination  is  fuch,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  follow  him  in 
any  Heady  line  of  rational  deduction ;  we  muft  catch  him 
as  he  lights,  or.  ftrike  him  as  he  flies.  Your  "  illuftrious 
,u  friend'*  is  pleated  to  (p.  38,  fifth  edition  of  anfwer)  to 
quote  the  pamphlet  called  Lord  Clare's  fpeech,  for  an  af- 
fertion,  that  the  ftruggle  of  1 753,  "  tranfmitted  a  fpirit 
u  that  afterwards  degraded  Parliament."  Your'Lordfhijp's 
u  illttftrious  friend/'  the  disfranchised  Citizen,  then  fays, 
.with  his  own  daffic  energy,    "  what,  when,  or  where 

v    ^  ;'   "  this 

♦Like  a  twfrfo,  at  the  centre  of  gravity,  which  is  Co  ecjwtlfy 
attracted  •&  ail  fides,  that  it  cannot  incline  to  any. . 

fAMmtT  CALLt»  lOftD  TlXTttJOiTs  SMtCM,  Pv  tin 
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w  this  parliamentary  degradation  appeared,  tve  are  at  a  lofe 
"  to  difcover."  My  Lord,  to  the  queftion,  ivhat  "  this  par- 
"  liamentary  degradation  appeared/'  I  own  I  am  not  able 
to  give  an  anfwer,  becaufe  I  am  unable  to  difcover  its 
gleaning ;  but  when  and  where  an  account  of  this  parlia- 
mentary degration^  appeared,  your  Lordftip,  and  your 
€4  illuftrious  friend,"  need  not  be  long  at  ajcfs  to  di/cover. 
My  Lord,  in  a  book  called  Parliamentary  Debates,  vol.  1 i, 
p.  394,  your  Lordfhip  will  find  it  averted,  upon  no  lefs  au- 
thority than  a  man,  who  it  is  faid,  in  a,  book  with  your 
Lordfhip's  name  in  the  front,  was  "  disfranchifed  as  a 
u  traitor >"  and  yet  is  at  the  fame  time  alferted  to  be  your ' 
Lordfhip's  "  illuftrious  friend ;"  that  "  this  country  v^as 
"robbed  in  1 758,  by  additions  to  her  penfion  lift,  amounting 
"  to  30,000/.  per  annum, — ; — in  the  years  lapfing  from 
•'  177$  to  j  778,  this  country  was  fold  by  additions  to  her 
**  penfion  lift,  amounting  to  29,000/.  per  annum."  Give 
me  leave  to  afk  your  Lordlhip,  is,  not  Parliament  the 
proper  guardian  of  the  public  purfe  ?  And  if  Parliment 
permitted  the  country  firft  to  be*  robbed,  and  then  to  be 
fold,  are  not  thefe  inftances  of  Parliamentary  degradation  ? 
But,  my  Lord,  there  is  another  in^anqe  which  appeared 
to  many,  to  combine  in  itfelf  both  a  robbery  and  fale  of 
the  country;  and  therefore  may,  in  times  of  fuch  free  af- 
fertion  as  the  ptefent,  be  called  an  inftance  of  Parliamentary 
degradation.  I  mean,  my  Lord,  when  Parliament,  in  the 
year  1782,  upon  the  motion  of  a  madman,  voted  50,000/. 
to  be  paid  to  a  citizen,  who,  it  is  afferted  under  the  au- 
thority of  your  Lordfhip's  name,  has  been  fince  "  di£ 
i«*  franchifed  as  a  traitor."  My  Lord,  I  do  not  now  in- 
tend to  enter  into  any  enquiry,  whether  the  alledged  fer- 
vicc  of  the  disfranchifed  Citizen,  your  Lordfhip's  "  il- 
"  luftrious  friend,"  were,  if  performed,  really  worth 
50,000/.  or  not.    All  I  fhall  contend  for  is,  (and  that 
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toder  the  authority  of  the  "  illuftrlous  disfrStfic^Hed"  C& 
juzen  himfelf)  that  the  fervice  was  not  performed  by  him* 

My  Lord,  in  page  30*  fifth,  edition  of  his  anfwer,  he 
ftates,  that  on  the  quefticfa,  whether  the  repeal  of  6  Geo; 
I.  was  an  attainment  of  the  object  then  fought,  the  people 
changed  their  mind;  and  he  admits  that  they  did  fo,  "  un- 
*«  der  the  authority  of  an  experienced  an£  consummate 
*"  fenator,  of  feveral  refpe&able  lawyers,  of  a  corps  ftyling 
*'  itfelf  a  corps  of  lawyers*  enrolling  the  name ,  of  feveral 
*'  refpe&able  barrifters*  &c."  He  might  have  added,  my 
Lord,  that  a  committee  was  appointed,  compofed*of  the  1 
very  .firft  lawyers  then  in  the  profefiion,  (of  which  the 
prefent  Baron  Sir  Mich.  Smith,  and  the  prefent  Mr.  Juftice 
Chamberlain,  were  two)  to  igive  their  opinkm  on  the 
point;  and  the  committee  did  report  their  opinion,  that  the 
repeal  of  6  Geo.  I.  was  not  an  attainment  of  the  object  of 
the  Irifh  legiflature ;  and,  by  neceffary  confequence,  that 
the  tranfe&ions  of  178*$  did  not  amount  to  a  final  fet* 

tlement  even  of  the  point  then  at  ifluet 

-  -    •  »    . . 

«  Here  then,  my  Lord,  is  the  opinion  (ftated  by  himfelf) 
ef  the  whole  people  of  Ireland,  Supported  by  that  of  a  moll 
€t  experienced  and  cohfummate  fenator,"  the  whole  corps' 
•f, lawyers,'  enlightened  by  the  report  of  a  feleftion  of  the 
atfleft  profeffors  of  the  time,  that  the  fervice  was  not  per* 

formed,  fpr  -which  the  fum  of  50,000/.  was  claimed  by,  and 
£aid  to  the  <r  illuftrious"  disfranchifed  Citizen.  My  Lord, 
I  admit,  the  disfranchifed  Citizen  fays,  that  he  himfelf  wai 
of  a  different  opinion;  I  admit  alfo,  he  fays,  that  fonte 
legal  authorities  were  of  his  opinion.  Who  the  authorities 
were,  (and  confidering  the  corps  he  has  brought  in  array 
againft  himfelf,  they  coudd  not  have  been  very  numerous^ 

,  he  has  not  ventured  to  difclofe;  but,  my  Lord,  I  will  dS 
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it  for  huh.  t  believe  he  was  fupportod  agalnA  the  bah 
the  bench,  and  the  people  of  Ireland*  by  a  praftififtg  bar* 
rifter,  then  Attorney  General,  and  the  naoft  erudite  Mr* 
(iinse  Baron)  Peter  Metge.  Thefe  perfbftages  had  been 
gsrtners  with  him  in  the  manufacture;  they  were  mcji  of 
*bun<^robm  honour;  they  would  not  defert  their  brother 
Weaver  in  the  day  of  payfoent;  they  vouched  for  the  qua* 
lity  of  the  ftuE  But,  my  Lord,  agahift  the  opinion  of  hti 
mm  ptrtfterty  I  repofe  on  the- authority  of  three  men,  whd 
haye  fine*  diftinguiflied  themfelves  as  the  ableft  judges  of 
their  time;  the  late  Sir  Samuel  Bradftreet,  the  preierit 
Btron  Sir  M.  Smith*  and  the  prefenfc  Juftice  Chamberlain* 
the  whole  corps  of  lawyers,  the  moft  conf&xnmate  and  ex- 
perienced fenator  of  his  day,  the  declaration  of  all  the  good 
firafe  of  Ireland,  and  the  acknowledgment  T>f  the  dodfine 
by  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  following  year* 
by  th*  aft  o£  renunciation.  After  fnch  an  enumeration* 
niay  X  not  venture  toaih  your  Lordftip,  whether  (even  if 
tb£  fervice  had  been  performed)-  the  grant  I  have  listed; 
was  not  an  ad  totally  without  precedent,  and  moft  dan* 
gerous  as  an  example,?  and  whether,  inafnrach  as  the  fer* 
vice  Was  not  performed,  $p*  grant  does  not  Temairr  a  mo- 
rmmeilt. of  hurnan. folly,  a  vicious  abufe  of  paibltc  truft,  and 
confidently  one  anfwer  to  yodf  u  lUuftrious  frnmBs" 
q^eftign  of  whete  the  inftances  of  parliamentary  degrada* 
tion  are  to  be  discovered? 

i  . 

*         i  • 

Hon  jrour  "  Uluftrious  friend"  want  more  inftancea* 
He  fhall  have  them  upon  authority*  whr«h  he  Ought  nor 
taqpeftiofe  - 

U  his  addreflt  <rf  ifttf ,  he  Gates  that  It  had  been  a&tfc 
td  in  reply,  to  himfelf,  that  "  the  lltorougk  constitution  had 
6  worked  well  ifoct  1783^    ta  aafwtr  10  that,  aficatibt*. 

.--.".  thtf 


/ 


<  n  ) 

the  "  iiluarioui  diilranebiftd"  Oilmen  makes  the  folfowtoflt 
•bfervations  j  "  As  far  as  that  boaft -goes  to  political  mea* 
v  fures,  we  catmot  fo  well  exprefi  our  detcftatit>n  of  them 
w  as  by ik* recital     ..the  propofltions,  the  new  taxes  with-.  ' 
*  pqt  tracle-titbc  neyr  debt,  notwithstanding  the  n*w  taxes, 
«•  ~^the  jfele  o/.  tfce  •  peerage-*»the  furrender  of  the  Eaft 
•«  India,  trade  fPt  the  w-expoit  'trade — the  refufal  of  the* 
"  re-export  trade  without  fuch  barter,  &c-^»the  bar  bill—* 
**  the  convention  bflWthe  gunpowder  bifiUtthe  indent 
*4  nrty  bill— the  fcfpenfion  of  the  habeas  cdrpus,  *cc.  &c— 
€*  and  above  all,  the  ruppreffion  of  a  free  tress  *.     Sucfy  ~ 
^  has  been  the  workings  of  the  borough  fyilem^    *•  It 
<«  is  the  caufe,  and  the/*//**  whjch  has  made  fome  meti  "' 
t<  jna4  and  all  men  tick,"  f 

4#r  Lord,  will  you  have  the  goadne^  to  ajdfwcr  for 
your  *  illuftrious  friend,"  and  fay  whether  he  intended,  7- 
to  enumerate  theft  &£is  as  kiftances  of  Parliamentary  de-    . 
gradation  or  not?    But,  my.  Lord,  th$  disfranchised  Citi- 
zen has  had  the  bokUiefs  to  contend,  that  this  grant  of 
50,000/.  ww  not  sfci  inftance  of  Parliamentary  degrada* 
tion..  Jle  infifts,  that  Parliament  lould  ndt  then  be  degrad- 
ed, becAnfe  Parliament  was  then  (to  adopt  hir  own  ftile) 
v  in  r«up/*ft  With  tht  people." 

Was  this  Parliamentary  coniaS  with  the  people  proved 
by  any  e*pref&  popular  approbation  of  the  grant  of 
50,000/,  ?— -the  very  reverie*  The  disfranctiied  Citizen  him- 
fetf  admits,  in  Us.  anfwer  to  Lord  Clare's  fuppofed  ipeecji, 
tjbat  the  whole  pcopU  of  Iceland,  led  by  the  feience  of 

-       Esk  thto 

*  Vis,  thje  Norther*  St«. 
f  Yet  th*  illtifo-iout  <UrfrafcchifeU  ditUen  mow  Dip,  tkat  all  he  for* 
merly  CM  •£  th?  working  of  the  borough  fyita»>  applied  U  the  fit*   ' 
toftcat  of  Juuo  L  spA  ao*  to  toy  fu fcfe^ucat  PirUiwCTV 


(     *»     ) 

{he  bar,  and  the  experience  of  the  fenate,  declared  tha 
fran&dion  of  1782  to  be.  a  fraud,  and  that  the  fervice  had 
never  been  performed.  If  the  Parliament  then  in  that  par* 
ttcutar  inftance,  were  not  in  "  contaS"  with  the  people,  waj 
the  general  conduct  of  Parliament  then  in  contaS  with  the 
people?  To  determine  this  queftkm,  permit  me  to  remind 
your  Lordfliip  of  one  cifcumftance,  which  your ."  falter  in 

fait"  friend  feems  for  years  to  have  forgotten? 

\ 

'  Om   the     22d    of  February,    1782,    your    Lordflnp's 

{•falter  in  fa#"  friend*  made  a  motion  K  for  an  addrefs  to, 

^  his  Majefty^  that  the  people  of  Irejand  aire  a  free  people, 

i'  &c.  that  Ireland  is  a  diftin&  kingdom,  with  a  Parliament 

"  of  her  own,  the  fole  Legiflature  thereof,  &c."     On  thb 

motion,  the  "  falter  in  fad*"  mover  was  in  a  minority  of 

#^.     The  numbers  being  againft  him    137,  and  with  him 

63:    A  motion  to  the  fame  purpofe  was  repeated  on  the  next 

day  with  no  better  iuccefs.     Your  Lordfhip  will  recollecly 

that  in.  February,   17&2,  Lord  North's  Government  was 

'{till  in  being,  and^aw^G  acknowledging'  the  independency 

jof  Ireland— that  in  th*e  month  of  March  "following,  Lord 

North's  Government  having  been  turned  out,  arid  'Lord 

I^kinghanVs  having  come  in,  declared  themfelves  ready 

to  admit  the  independency    of  Iceland,   and   accordingly 

fent  a  meiTage  to  the  Irifh  Parliament  for  that  purpoie  by, 

<h$  Duke  of  Portland.  '  W&at  followed  ?    The  fame  Par- 

•liamcnt,  which  in  the  very,  month  before  had  voted  againft* 

the  declaration,  of  ItiAi.  right,  did;  on  the  invitation  of  the 

JMimfltri  vote  in  terms  a  declaration  umilar  to  that  which 

*$Jiey  ha4.  reje&etft     It  is  notorious,  tfiafc  a  declaration  of 

tjof  independency   of  Ireland  had  been   earncftly  fought 

for  by  the  people  of  Ireland  from  1778  to  1782.     If  then, 

a  Parliament  in  February^    1782,  when  the  Mimfter  was 

*  agciinjl^  the  mcafure,  voted  againft  the  declaration  of  right, 

asa 


^*nd  in  little  more  than  a  'month  following,  where,, by  a 
political  change,  a  Mimfier  had'  become  for  the  meafure, 
Parliament  fhould  then  vote  fir  it,  would  it  not,  my  Lord, 
require  a  "  falter  in  facT*  face,  and  a  u  falter  in  fact" 
heart,  to  fay,  that  fuch  a"  Parliament  was  in  eonta8  *  with 

The  author  of  the  pamphlet,  called  your  Lordfhip'* 
Ipeach,  has  been  pleafed  to  call  the  disfoanchifement  of  his 
«*  illuftrious  friend,"  the  ail  of  an  "  intemperate  corporation  *.' 

MV  Lord,  at  the  time  I  was  at  Dd&or  Leland's  fchooL 
and  when  your  Lordihip  was  feat  out  at  die  head  of  the 
boys  to  take  their  evening  walk,  I  Teihember  your  Lord- 
fhip would  not  permit  us  to  pais  a  iherhT,  an  alderman, 
or  a  clergyman,  without  pulling  off  our  hats*  Refpeft 
inftilled  fo  early,  becomes  by  habit  as  much  a  fenfation  of 
the  nerves,  as  a  conclufion  of  the  mind.  I  am,  therefore, 
{hocked,  when  I  meet  with  a  grofs  and  indecent  term,  &fc~ 
pofed  to  fall  from  noble  and  virtuous  lips,  and  applied  to 
the  firft  corporation  in  the  kingdom,  acting  as  a  court  of 
juftiee,  and  pronouncing  a  ftntence  on  a  fubjecYin  which 
they  had  competent  jurifdicliod*  a  fentence  too,  my  Lord, 
fuffered  to  remain  unreverfed.  ^  If  fuch  unlicenfed  railing 
fliould  grow  in,to  f&fhion  agarnft  (to  adopt  the  phrafeoiogy 
of  the  friends  of  your  illuftrious  friend)  '<  conftkuted  au~ 
c<  thorities,"  God  knows,  my  Lord,  where  it  may  reach \ 
I  wSo  fo  fincerely  reverence  all  "  public  functionaries," 
may  live  to  hear  even  the  graceful  acpompliihments,  and 
profound  learning  of  your  valued  friend,  Jack  Egan,  or 
even  the  dignified;  mannersy  and  immoveable  fweetnefs  of 
temper  of  fome  future  Ghi$f  Baroft  of  the  Exchequer,  fub- 

mitted 

•  » 

*  Thea&tf  *m  intemperate  cor p?r*tion?  whofe  cenfurc  could  im> 
more  depreciate,  than  their  appiaufc  could  enhance  the  value  of  a 
character  which  will  always  fuftain  itfcfc 

PAHraiKT  CALtE©  L0R9  TEZ.TiaTON'i  IPSECS. 
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mitted  to  the  profanation  of  opprobrious  epithtts.  But*  * 
,  id/  Lordt  permit  up  to  iky,  it  i&  not  an  intemperate  expreft 
fipn  falling  from  intemperate  lips,  no  nor  an  intemperate  and 
UQgramatical  letter,  written  even  to  fo  intimate  and  Rfitcdj  a* 
friend  as  the  printer  of  the  Courier,  which  ea#  clear  away  th$ 
ftain  that  fentences  of  disfrancbifement  pronounced  by  ths 
Corporations  of  Dublin  and  Londonderry,  upon  any  man  - 
*s  a  fomenter  of  fc&tion,  tnuft  affix  updn  his  charterer ;  . 
qjtore  eipecially,  if  an  aft  of  his  Majefty,  in  his  Privy 
Council,  fiiould  fee**,  both  in  time  and  purpofe,  to  corre£ 
pood  with  thofe  fenfcncess  Permit  me  to.  fay,  my  Lord* 
that  'though  the  mere,  cxeacife  «f  franchise  might  not  be  a 
fuffictent  inducements  va  Gentleman  to  refbrt  to  a  legal 
remedy  againft  an  flkjuftffcntence,  yet  that  under  the  eir* 
cumjtances  I  hav$  mentioned,  a  mandamus  from;  the 
Court  of  King'*  Bench  would  have  been  a  muajh  More  ho* 
•PfcfsM*  juftif*c*tk>a,  than  a  letter  to  aj&  intimate  friend* 
ljjg£  j£*e  printer  of  tfep-  Courier,  I  am  aftontfhed  that 
this  remedy  qfcaped  the  attention  of  the  4<  iHaftrfous'f 
disfranchised*  Ckiicen,  as  he  feeips,  in  his  letter  to  th$ 
Courier,  fo  fully  aware  eff  the  advantage  which  he  might 
ejijoy  in  the  want  of  x*o4t»  evidence  to  convict  hiflv  be 
t^ie  degree:  °f  n's  &wk  Ot  innocence  m  a.  moral  point  of 
view  whaj.it  may*  But,  my  Lord,  though  the  want  of 
kg*I  evidence  agaraft  a  criminal  would,  in  the  public 
judgment  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  be  a  itfatter  of 
great  importance,  ]fe  m  the  private  conference  of  Lord 
Yelverton,  who  *fl|Hpbun4  cafui|l,  as  well  as  an  etfunen^ 
lawyer,  fueh  a  ciftJPtance  would  avail  hut  little  And 
I  cannot  think-that  hji* Lordihip  would  conclude  in  word 
eftimaticm,  the  innocence  of  any  plan  demonilrated,  who, 
fitould  happen  fully  to  prove  that  he  was  not  a  traitor*, 
merely  becaufe  he  was  a  coward.  But,  my  Lord,  this 
db&an^hi&m^nt  has  b^cn  called  by/  the  high  authority  of 


/ 


(  Jt  ) 

feme  perfons  Ming  your  Lordfhtf&  tame,  the  aft  oftt 
intmptratc  corporation.  My  Lord,  docs  that  writer  meati 
to  infmtiate  indireftly,  that  the  aft  of  his  Majefty  iti  Coun- 
cil, m  ftriking  off  your  "  illuftrious  friend's"  ^aame,  wai 
an  Jnfemperate  aft?  ff  fo»  God  help  the  lovers  of  port* 
2  have  knowh  a  grave  and  reverend  Chief  Judge  drmk 
h»re  port  in  a  month,  than  I  believe  ki$  Majefty,  6od 
blefs  him!  ever  drank  in  k  y^ar. 

«  \ 

It  is  laborious,  or  tedious,  to  follow  the  -tt  illuteoui 
riend"  of  the  author  of  Lord  Velvet-ton's  fpeech  through 
be  ftagnant  element  of  his  own  politics,  where  he  fome- 
mes  plunges  fo  deep,  and  fometimes  floats  fo  iupinefy* 
tn  this  laft  prpduftion  of  his  (the  aiifwer  to  Lord  Clare** 
fpeech)  he  feems  to  have  imitated  the  dexterity  of  foxne 
pedbnages,  wWe  talents  Addifon  has  taken  ntnice  *  of,' 
where  he  fays>  "  Our  difputants  put  me  in  mind  of  the 
u  fkuttle-fifh,  thati  when  he  is  unable  to  extricate  himfeli; 
u  blackens  all  the  water  about  him  till  he  becomes  invifii 
tie***    permit  me  therefore,  my  Lordr  to  lay  ftortly  be- 
fore you  fuch  parts  of  the  account- of  his  actions,  and  ot 
his  affertiohs,  as  I  can  fnatch  from  the  miiddy  fea  of  fiflfe 
grammar,  and  falfe  metaphor,  in  which  he  has  caft  them. 

As  to  the  illuftrious  disfranchifed  Citizen's'  general  c6&* 
Ception  of  moral  principles,  >      ' 


»* 


Fi^st,  it  is <c  falter  in  facV*  morality  fofr  ariy  man  to  con* " 
fider  an  "  obligation  to  fa&,"  as  a."/ofv&f '  tendency  of  the 
mind.  -.*     < 

VIDE  P.JO,  FUST  EDITION  Pi  38,  JTil  ID,  AMlWr*  TO  tO&O  CLAlfctl 

It  is  M  falter  in  fad"  morality  for  any  man  to  infiftp) 
that  others  fhpuld  obferve  the  rule  of  telling  the  whole  fr«J&» 
and  at  the  fame  time  indulge  himfelf  in  finking  a  confidera- 

'  "        ^  ■    •  bk 


.  * 


tic  pan  of  the  truth,  becaufe  it  may  anfwer  his  purpose  td 
do  fo.  For  inftarice,  in  p.  zi,  id  edition  of  his  anfwer, 
your  Lordihip's  "  illuftrious  friend**  fays  of  the  pamphlet 
called  Lord  Clare's  fpeech,  in  adverting  to  the  report  of  the' 
^evidence  of  the  prifoners*  (O'Connor,  &c;)  examined  by  the 
Secret  Committees,  and  in  Hating  that  O'Connor  approved 
of  the  plan  of  reform  in  Parliament,  that  "  it  mould  have 
41  ftated  tne  whole  truth*  or  Jiave  ftated  nothing."  "  It 
'*  has  fuppreffed  their  declaration;  which  was,  that  had 
41  that  plan  taken  plac&  (viz.  the  reform  of  Parliament) 
**  they  would  have  broken  off  their  connexion  with 
*J  France."  Now,  it  is  true,  that  Lord  Clare's  fpeech 
does  omit  that  part  of  f.he  report,  containing  this  declara- 
tion of  the  traitors.  And  it  is  true,'  that  your  'LoTdfll^p,s, 
««  Uluftrious  friend"  fupplies  the  omiffion.  But,  it  is  like- 
wife  true,  that  your  Lordihip's  "  illuftrious  friend"  him- 
fclf  omit*  to  ftate  a  very  material  part  of  the  report,  which 
will  immediately  appear,  by  inferting  the  whole  paragraph 
as  it  ftands  in  the  Lord's  Report,  viz.  "  It  was  further 
w  alledged,  by  theieveraj  perfohs  who  fo  acknowledged 
«  jheu;  traitorous  conaefion  with  France,  that  the  imme- 
**  diate  caufe  of  their  eftablifhing  a  refident  agent  at  Paris, 
w  was  the  rejection  of  a  plan  of  reform  which  was  pro- 
14  pofed  in  1797*  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons;  which  plan; 
u  they  faid,  would  have  fatisfied  the  people*  But  the.  pal- 
***  palde  falfehood  of  this  qjfertionf  appears  by  the  journals  of  the 
.*'  Houfe  of  Commons;  for  thefe  perfons  have  all  confeJfsd>  that 
41  their  refident  agent  witidffiatched  by  them  to  Paris  in  April 
44  1797,  with  infirudions  to  ncgociate  a  treaty  with  the  DlreQory 
4<  of  Franc* ;  and the  propqfition  for  parliamentary reform^  to  the 
91  rcjeSion  of  whrS  they, pretend  to  afcribe  the  iwjfion  of  Lewms\ 
44  was  not  made  till  the  i$tb  of  May,  1797."  All  that  part 
of  the  report  above  quoted,  and  printed  in  italics,*  your 
Iiordftnp^  "  illuftrious  friend"  omits,  while  he*  is  ccafiiring^ 

;  fee* 


I 
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the  author  of  Lord  Clare's  fpeech,  for  not  telling  the  Kvhok 
truth.  Permit  me  now  to  trace  the  intention  of  thofe  two 
omiffions.  The  author  of  the  pamphlet  called  Lprd 
Clare's  fpeech,  does  not  (late  this  declaration  of  the  traitors, 
inafmuch  as  the  infertion  of  it  would  have  been  utterly- 
idle  and  immaterial,  the  falfehood  of  it  being  demonftr&e4 
by  the  evidence  of  record  in  the  Journals  of  the  Commons.  . 
Your  Lordfhip's  "  illuftrious  friend''  inferts  this  declaration 
of  the  traitors,  but  utterly  omits  to  ftate  the  recorded  evi- 
denc,e  of  its  falfehood.  Now,  why  did  your  Lordship's  .'.*  il- 
luftrious friend,"  in  the  very  moment  that  he  bellowed  for 
the  whole  truth  of  the  declaration  of  the  traitors,  himfelf 
omit  to  ftate  the  recorded  evidence  of  the  falfehood  of  that 
declaration  ?    Is  this  the  inflexible  adherence  to  fact,  which 

entitles  him  to  be  called    your  Lordfhip's   *'  illuftrious 

*  *  ■  *■ 

*•  friend?"  Is  this  the  pure  and  honourable  morality 
which  entitles  him  to  be  called  the  "  illuftrious  friend"  of 
an  exajted  nobleman  ?  Is  this  the  evidence  of  that  ar- 
dent  loyalty,  which  entitles  him,  to  be  tailed  the  "  illut 
u  trious  friend"  of  one  of  his  Majefty's  Chief  Judges  i  Or 
Is  it  fomething  elfe,  than  either  fpbef  truths  or  proud  ho- 
nour, which  entitles  a  man  t6V|*ffiu(^rious  friendfliips  ?" 
Is  it  in  mifufed  affluence,  originally  torn  from  the  fmall 
rtfources  of  poverty,  on  the  propofitiim  of  a  madman, 
and  by  the  hands  of  corruption,  that  we  find  this  title  to 
«  illuftriou?  friendflyp  J" 

O a  is  it  an  artful  endeavour,  by  putting  forth  only  ^ 
part  of  the  report  of  the  confeffion  of  traitors,  and,  by 
concealing^  the  remainder,  tp  foften  their ;  guilt,  by  giving 
them  a  more  popular  caufe  for  murder  and  aflaffination, 
that  we  are  to  look  fojr  a  title  to  "  illuftrious  friendfhip  ?" 
Is  this  evidence,  that  "  illuftrious  friends9'  had  no  melting 
gentle  pity  in  their  minds,  towards  the  fuffexings  of  con- 
victed traitors  ?  i 


J 
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1  tf  avb  done,  my  Lord? ;  yet,  I  cannot  avoid  aiking, 
was  it  merely  the  love  of  ingenious  paradox,  which  in- 
duced the  writer  of  the  pamphlet  called  Lord  Yelverton's 
fftteh,  to  endeavour  to  illuminate  fuch  a  little  Nebula  of 
"virtue,  by -the  rays  of  noble  panegyric?  If  fo,  in  the 
name  of  decency,  let  him  the  hexttime  give  us  an  eu-* 
logiurh  on  the  mental  purity  of  Sir  John  Blaquiere,  or  the 
perfonal  cleanlineis  of  Sir  John  ParnelL  ,  Thefe,  my  Lord, 
will  be,  at  lead,  as  innoxious  exercifes,  as  the  beauty  and 
humanity  ©f  Horace  Walpole's  Richard  the  Third. 

/ 

,  t  i 

Mr  Lord>  I  have  not  faid  hitherto  one  word  on  the  opi- 
nions refpecling  the  Un:on,  expreffed  in  the  pamphlet  called 
jLofd  Yelverton's  fpeech.  It  is  but  juftice-  now  no  fay, 
that  I,  in  common  with  a  great  number  of  humble,  but 
honeil  men,  agree  with  the  writer  on  that  part  of  this 
fubjed.  And  (if  your  Lbrdfhip  fbould  be  the  author, 
which  we  by  no  means  prefume  to  fuppofe)  we  pray  to 
God,  for  tlje  feke  of  your  LorcUhip  and  the  public,  that  it 
may  long  cantinue-#>  be  ygur  Lordfhip's  hitere/T  to  per- 
icvere.in  fuch  opinions.  In  faymg  fo,  my  Lord,  I  do 
t)6t  prtAime  to  convey  the  flighteft  hinjt  on  the  regency* 

I  AM,    MY   LORD, 
YOUR  LORDSHIP'S  SINCERE  WELL-WISJiER, 
AND;  FORMER  PUPILt 

HYPODIDASCALUS. 
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